
 

“Love Endures All Things” 
(1 Corinthians 13:7d) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Over the past two weeks we have been looking at these last four attributes of Christian love.  
Two week ago, we considered that this love will bear up under any amount of suffering, no matter how 
great it may be and not matter how long, out of love for Christ.  Last week, we saw that this love is the 
source of faith and hope.  It is the root from which these fruits grow.  They are not only always found 
together in the heart of a believer, but they also strengthen each another as they compel the child of God to 
press on towards greater Christ-likeness.  Paul tells us that love is greater than faith and hope, because it 
both gives birth to and strengthens them.  Even as the body is dead without the spirit, even so faith is dead 
without love.   
  This evening, we will look at the final characteristic of this divine and heavenly love, namely that 
love “endures all things.”   
  Now Paul has already told us that “love is patient” and that it “bears all things.”  And again, many 
commentators understand Him to be simply repeating himself here when he says that love “endures all 
things.”  But since he uses different words, it is more likely that he means different things by them.  As we 
have seen, that love is patient means it will bear up under whatever men may do to us.  But love’s bearing 
all things is much broader and has to do with bearing up under any kind of suffering whatever.  Now when 
he says that love endures all things, is he saying the same thing again?  I don’t think so.  I believe this 
refers to the fact that love will always continue to live in the heart of those who have it, no matter what they 
might have to face.  The word endure means “remains instead of fleeing,” it stands its ground, it endures 
even in trouble, affliction, or persecution (BAG 853).  It is this love that will always endure and never fail, 
no matter what it might have to face.  What we want to see this evening, then, is that  
  
  The flame of Christian love in the heart of the Christian will never be extinguished by anything 
that will come against it, but will continue to burn to the end.   
 
I.  This is a good thing to know, especially when you consider that even though we are only passing 

through this world on our way to our heavenly home, yet in this world this love has many 
enemies.   
A.  The Christian life is often pictured as a pilgrimage.   

1.  We aren’t permanent residents on this earth.  If we were, we would have a permanent dwelling 
place, a house here.  As it is, we are like so many tents pitched on the surface of the earth.  When 
our tent is torn down at death, we leave this world and go into the next.   

2.  Remember what the author to the Hebrews told us about Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and 
Sarah, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having 
welcomed them from, a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth.  For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their 
own, and indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would 
have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one.  
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them” 
(11:13-16).   

3.  These heroes of the faith didn’t have a lasting home here.  Their home was in heaven, which is 
why they fixed their eyes on that home and confessed that they were only exiles and strangers 
here.  This is how we are to live as well.  Our permanent home is not here either.  It is only the 
land of our pilgrimage.  Heaven is our real home, which is why we are to fix our eyes on it and 
keep pressing toward it every day.   

 
B.  There is however a problem.  While we are in this world, we have many enemies who are trying to 

stop us reach the end of our journey.   
1.  We might not think about this very often, but the Bible tells us that there are thousands and 

thousand of spiritual beings, called demons-- beings that are very smart, very powerful and very 
active --, who are tirelessly doing everything they can to fight against us and to stop us.   
a.  These beings are a very real threat to us.  Therefore we need to be aware of who they are and 



2 

 

what they are doing in our lives.   
b.  If we had enlisted in the army and were at war with another country, we would certainly want 

to know our enemy, who they were, where they were, and what they were doing to try and 
kill us.   

c.  But yet knowing that there is a whole army of demons, every one of which is far more 
dangerous than a whole army of men, and every one of whom hates us and wants to destroy 
us, we seem to think we can ignore them.   

d.  Wisdom would dictate to us that we not be ignorant of them or of their schemes, for they 
have often turned pilgrims off of the road to heaven and brought them to ruin.   

 
2.  But not only are there demons who are against us, the world itself is as well.   

a.  It is full of people who oppose everything we stand for.  It constantly tempts us with many 
things to get us to turn off of the pathway to heaven.   

b.  In John Bunyon’s book Pilgrim’s Progress, he represents the world as Vanity Faire, a place 
where all the empty things of the world were offered to tempt pilgrims into forsaking their 
journey.   

c.  If this was true in his day, how much more is it true of ours?  There are so many things in this 
world that can capture our hearts and turn us away from serving the Lord, that we must keep 
constant watch over them.   

 
3.  But, of course, one of the saddest realities that we have to face is the fact that these enemies are 

not only outside of us, but also inside.   
a.  Every Christian, even though redeemed by God’s grace, still carries a great deal of sin in his 

hearts, more than most would care to believe.  When the Lord said through Jeremiah the 
prophet, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can 
understand it?” (17:9), he wasn’t referring only to the unbeliever.  He was referring to us.  
Perhaps the Lord in His mercy hasn’t exposed us to the things that set that sin off, but it is 
there.   

b.  It our greatest enemy.  It is the traitor that lives in each one of us that is just waiting for the 
opportunity to hand us over to our worst enemies, and it will, unless we are careful to 
constantly put it to death, as our Lord tells us we must if we are to survive (Rom. 8:13).   

 
4.  We not only have many enemies in this world, but they are also very strong, and they are doing 

everything they can every day to ruin us.   
a   They never grow tired, and because of this we must be in a constant state of watchfulness and 

warfare.  This is why the Christian is often called in Scripture a soldier (1 Cor. 9:7; Phil. 
2:25; 2 Tim. 2:3-4; Phm. 2).   

b.  Sometimes our enemies lie in wait, trying to ambush us when we’re not ready for them.  At 
other times they attack with full force, like an army trying to take a city.   

c.  There are times when their assaults are so strong that the grace in our hearts seems like only a 
match in the middle of a tidal wave, or like a snowflake in the mouth of a fiery volcano.   

d.  The Christian is really on a small scale what the church is on a larger scale.  The church is 
God’s outpost, which is very small, but under very great attack.  The powers of earth and hell 
are fighting against it, trying to destroy it, if possible.  Sometimes her enemies seem to be so 
successful that it looks as if she will die, as Israel at the Red Sea, or as David when 
surrounded by Saul and his army.  But yet God will not allow her to be defeated, nor will He 
allow us to be destroyed.  He only puts us through the fiery furnace, so that He might burn 
away all of our sinful dross and purify our faith and love.   

 
II.  But of course the wonderful truth that Paul tells us of this evening is that even though this 

gracious love meets with this kind of fierce opposition, it will never be defeated.   
A.  No matter how many wounds our enemies inflict upon us, God’s love in our hearts will survive.   

1.  Though the devil comes against us as a lion, yet God will not allow His lambs to be eaten.  
Though he swallow us up like the fish swallowed Jonah, yet we will be brought safely to land.   

2.  The faith of a Christian is like Noah's Ark on the water, no matter how high the waters rose, the 
Ark continued to rise above it.   
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a.  Pharaoh tried to kill the children of Israel at the Red Sea, and even though it looked as though 
he would succeed, they escaped, while his army was destroyed.   

b.  Just as the gates of hell can’t prevail against the church of Christ, so neither can they prevail 
against the grace of God in the heart of the Christian.   

c.  The seed that God planted will remain forever in our hearts and no one or nothing can root it 
out.  His spark of divine love can never be put out no matter how overwhelming the flood.   

 
B.  But grace will do better than endure, it will also gain the victory.   

1.  Though it may be assaulted in many ways and suffer many things, yet it shall continue to live 
and to prosper.   
a.  David was pursued in the wilderness and was often only a step away from death, but he 

survived and finally sat on the throne of Israel.   
b.  In the same way the grace of God in our hearts will never be defeated, but will triumph at 

last.   
 

2.  There are two reasons why it will do this:   
a.  First, this is what true grace is like:  Paul tells us that it endures all things.   

(i)  Counterfeit grace won’t do this.  Merely professing Christ won’t do this.  But true grace 
will, because it transforms our hearts at their very core and plants within us a new nature 
that will never die.   

(ii)  True grace kills the sin in our hearts.  When it enters into our souls, it immediately 
begins to war against sin and to take ground from it, until it conquers it at last.   

(iii)  It also makes us more aware of our enemy every day, it awakens us to watch out for his 
snares, it helps us to look diligently to God for His help, and it strengthens our trust in 
Him that He will preserve us no matter what we have to face.   

 
b.  But the second reason grace will do this is because God has promised to uphold His grace in 

our hearts no matter what we will have to face.   
(i)  Adam and Eve were good, and they were holy.  They had this divine love in their hearts, 

and yet they fell.  And if they fell, what makes us think that we will stand?  It is the fact 
that God has promised to uphold us.   

(ii)  Peter writes that believers are “protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5).   

(iii)  David writes, “The steps of a man are established by the Lord; and He delights in his 
way, when he falls, he shall not be hurled headlong; because the Lord is the One who 
holds his hand” (Ps. 37:23-24).   

(iv)  Jesus said, “And this is the will of Him who sent me, that of all that He has given me I 
lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day” (John 6:39).  And again, “My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they 
shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.  My Father who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand” (10:27-29).   

(v)  And Jude writes, “Now unto Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make 
you stand in the presence of his glory blameless with great joy” (v, 24).   

(vi)  God will uphold His grace in our hearts and will keep us to the end, because this is what 
He has promised.   

(vii)  If He hadn’t promised this to us, or didn’t intend to keep us from falling, then the 
redemption that Christ purchased for us would be incomplete.  He would never have truly 
redeemed us.  The covenant of Grace, which was meant to provide for us what the first 
covenant of Works failed to provide, which was perseverance, would have the same 
problem as the first covenant.  Our salvation would then depend upon our own works, our 
work of enduring, and would turn the covenant of Grace into another covenant of Works.  
Christ’s perseverance would not be what would save us, but our own perseverance.  Our 
justification would then not be a sure thing, because it would depend on something which 
is uncertain, our own perseverance.   

(viii)  But the Scripture tells us that the salvation the Lord gives us is a complete salvation, 
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and because it is, God will be sure to preserve us to the end.  If He planted His grace in 
our hearts in the middle of all the opposition of the enemy to stop Him, He will not allow 
that work now to fail, but will certainly finish it by His almighty power.   

(ix)  No wonder the devil works so hard to keep men away from the truth, and why he attacks 
them so strongly when they first hear the Gospel.  Once they are saved, they are forever 
out of his reach.   

(x)  No one who has ever received the grace of God can ever be lost.  This should give us 
great comfort and joy if we have this grace.  And it should also encourage us in 
continuing to fight the good fight against the enemies of our souls.  A soldier who goes 
into the battle with no hope of victory is sure to be defeated.  But if he has hope, he has 
already won half the battle.  We who have fled for refuge in Christ have the greatest hope 
that we shall win, because all the power of God is behind that victory.   

(xi)  Love endures all things.  It never fails.  Let us praise God that this is so.  Amen.   
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