
”Love Endures A1 1 Things” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 7d) 

Introduction: Last week we were looking at this last set of 
attributes by which Paul the apostle characterizes the gracious 
love placed in the hearts of God’s people by the Holy Spirit. We 
have seen that love will endure every adversity, of whatever kind 
and in whatever degree, from the hands of men for the sake of 
Christ. Secondly, that faith, hope and love always come together 
in one package in the sovereign bestowal of God’s mercy. They all 
come from one source, the Spirit of God, they are all aimed at one 
goal, the holiness of the child of God, and they all are mutually 
included in one another and strengthen the operation of each other. 
Love is said to be the greatest of these, because it promotes the 
exercise of the other two. 

This morning, we want to look at this final characteristic of 
divine love, namely that love ”ENDURES ALL THINGS.” Now Paul has 
already told us that ”LOVE IS PATIENT” and that it ”BEARS ALL 
THINGS.” Many take these expressions to be mere repetitions of the 
same concept. But we have already seen that patience refers to the 
bearing up under the injuries that men may inflict upon us, and 
that ”BEARING ALL THINGS” has as its primary reference the 
suffering of all things for Christ’s sake. Love’s ”ENDURING ALL 
THINGS” has reference to its abiding nature, in that it will never 
fail, but will continue no matter what opposition it may face. The 
Greek word means that it ”remains instead of fleeing,” it stands 
its ground, it endures even in trouble, affliction, or persecution 
(BAG 853). 

Now Paul is telling us in this last section what the universal 
benefits of love are. He told us in the first section that love 
disposes us to do good to all men and then sums up these 
characteristics by saying that love ”DOES NOT REJOICE IN INIQUITY, 
BUT REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH.” He then moves into this section by 
saying that love ”BEARS ALL THINGS” and that it does so by 
promoting the two graces of faith and hope. These two fruits of 
the Spirit are the most exercised when persecution arises. The far 
greater weight of glory that afflictions produce give hope to the 
Christian when they are viewed through the eyes of faith. And 
love, through this faith and hope, causes the Christian to endure 
all things, and cannot be conquered by any opposition, because the 
faith which it promotes overcomes the world, and the hope that it 
engenders in God enables the Christian always to triumph in Christ 
Jesus. And so what I want you to see this morning is, 

The love which is in the heart of the Christian by the 
grace of God cannot be overthrown by anything that opposes it 

I. There Are Many Things Which Seek to Come Against the Grace in 
the Heart of a Christian. 
A. The Christian Is a Pilgrim in Enemy Territory Only Passing 

Through. 
1. As the author to the Hebrews sums up the first section 

of his hall of faith, he writes, ”ALL THESE DIED IN 
FAITH, WITHOUT RECEIVING THE PROMISES, BUT HAVING SEEN 
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THEM AND HAVING WELCOMED THEM FROM A DISTANCE, AND 
HAVING CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE STRANGERS AND EXILES ON 
THE EARTH. FOR THOSE WHO SAY SUCH THINGS MAKE IT CLEAR 

INDEED IF THEY HAD BEEN THINKING OF THAT COUNTRY FROM 

RETURN. BUT AS IT IS, THEY DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY, 
THAT IS A HEAVENLY ONE. THEREFORE GOD IS NOT ASHAMED 
TO BE CALLED THEIR GOD; FOR HE HAS PREPARED A CITY FOR 
THEM” (11:  13-16). 

THAT THEY ARE SEEKING A COUNTRY OF THEIR OWN. AND 

WHICH THEY WENT OUT, THEY WOULD HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO 

2. This world is not the end for the Christian, but rather 
the preparation for his eternal home of glory, which is 
the end for which the grace of God is placed in his heart. 

B. But there are innumerable enemies who are watching and 
warring against that grace in the Christian’s heart. 
1.  There are thousands of spiritual beings, called demons, 

who are very intelligent, powerful and active, who are 
doing everything they can to assault the Christian. 

2. The 
a. 
b. 

C. 

3. But 
are 
his 
a. 
b. 

world as well is an enemy to God’s grace. 
It is full of people which oppose it. 
And it offers various things to allure and tempt 
the people of God away from the path of duty. 
If you’ ve read Bunyon’s Pi lgrim’ s Progress, you’ ve 
seen this represented in Vanity Faire where all 
things which are lawful and unlawful were set 
before the eyes of Pilgrim and Faithful to try and 
get them to forsake the way and go after the world. 

not only is the world full of enemies, but there 
also many enemies that the Christian carries within 
own heart . 
Evil thoughts and inclinations cling to him. 
There are yet many corruptions within his heart 
which are the greatest enemies that grace can have. 

4. These enemies are not only many, but very strong and 
powerful and will do anything that they can to 
overthrow and ruin God’s grace. 
a. They never tire, so that the Christian is 

represented in Scripture as being in a state of 
constant warfare. 

b. His business is that of a soldier, for he is called 
a soldier of the cross, and it is his duty to fight 
valiantly the good fight of faith. 

the enemy seeks to take by storm. 

opportunity to overthrow it, at other times they 
come against it in great fury and seek to carry it 
completely away. 

like a mere spark in the midst of a tidal wave, or 
like a snowflake falling into a raging volcano. 

f. Really, it is more like gold in the midst of a 
fiery furnace with the heat of the trial burning 

c. The Christian is often assaulted like a city that 

d. Sometimes the enemy craftily waits for an 

e. Sometimes grace, in the midst of this battle, seems 
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anything away that is not made of pure gold. 

5. The grace in the heart of the Christian is very much 
like the church of God in the world. 
a. It is God’s outpost, but it is very small and under 

great at tack. 
b. The powers of earth and hell are fighting against 

it, trying to destroy it if that was possible. 
c. And sometimes the enemies of the church seem so 

successful that it looks as though the church will 
not survive, even as Israel seemed finished when 
Pharaoh and his army cornered them at the Red Sea, 
or when David and his men were surrounded in the 
wilderness by Saul’s army. 

nor the grace He places in the hearts of His 
chi ldren. 

d. But God will not allow His church to be overthrown, 

11. Though this Grace Meets with Much Opposition, It Can Never 
Be Overthrown. 
A. The enemies of grace may gain many advantages against it, 

but it will yet survive. 
1.  Though the devil comes against the Christian as a lion, 

yet will the Christian lamb escape his mouth. 
2. And though he is swallowed up like Jonah in the great 

fish, yet he shall come back alive. 
3. A Christian’s faith is like Noah’s Ark on the water, no 

matter how high the waters rise, even though they cover 
the mountains, the Ark will continue to rise above it. 
a. Pharaoh sought to destroy the children of Israel at 

the Red Sea. And though it seemed as though he had 
gained the victory over them, yet they escaped and 
their enemies were defeated. 

b. The waters parted from before them and they passed 
through safely, and their enemies in their pursuit 
were destroyed by them. 

c. Just as the gates of hell cannot prevail against 
the church of Christ, so neither can they prevail 
against the grace of God in the heart of the 
Christ i an. 

d. The seed remains in the heart and none can root it 
out. The spark will never be quenched even in the 
midst of the flood. 

4. Grace not only remains, but it will at last gain the 
vi c t ory . 
a. Though it may be assailed in many ways and suffer 

many set backs, yet it shall live and prosper. 
b. Even as David was pursued in the wilderness and was 

oftentimes only a step away from death, yet he 
survived and at last sat on the throne of Israel, 
so the grace in the Christian will never be 
overthrown, but will triumph at last. 

B .  The Reasons Why It Will Endure Are Two. 
1.  First, it is characteristic of true grace that it perseveres. 
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a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

A mere profession which is not real is merely an 
outward show without any change of nature. 
But true grace transforms the heart at its very 
core. It is a new nature which never dies. 
Where there is a false grace, the corruption of the 
soul is not put to death, there are only minor wounds 
inflicted upon it that do not lessen its strength or 
strike at its heart, so that sin remains in its full 
strength in the soul, and it ultimately prevails. 
But true grace really mortifies sin in the heart. 
It strikes at its core and ultimately pierces 
through its heart. It enters the soul and begins a 
never-ending conflict with sin, and so continues to 
take ground and hold it until it finally conquers 
the enemy. 
Counterfeit grace, though it may temporarily affect 
the heart, yet it is not founded on any true 
conviction of the soul. 
But true grace begins with a real conviction, and 
with this foundation, has a much greater tendency 
to persevere. 
A false grace does not concern itself very much 
with whether or not it perseveres. 
But true grace causes the Christian to earnestly 
desire for perseverance. It makes him aware of the 
dangers that are all around him, it awakens him to 
watchfulness, to diligence in looking to God for 
help, and in trusting Him to preserve him from all 
opponent s . 

2. And secondly, God has promised to uphold His grace in 
the hearts of His people in the face of all opposition. 
a. There is nothing in the nature of the grace within 

our hearts that makes it incapable of being 
overthrown. 

b. Rather the Christian is kept from falling by God’s 
power. Peter writes that believers are ”PROTECTED 
BY THE POWER OF GOD THROUGH FAITH FOR A SALVATION 
READY TO BE REVEALED IN THE LAST TIME” ( 1  Pet. 1:5). 

hearts of Adam and Eve, even though it had no 
corruption to fight against. How much more would 
that grace be overthrown in the hearts of fallen 
men, who have so much remaining corruption in their 
hearts, unless God upholds it? 

d. God has promised to uphold it. 
ti) David writes, ”THE STEPS OF A MAN ARE 

c. The principle of holiness was overthrown in the 

ESTABLISHED BY THE LORD; AND HE DELIGHTS IN 
HIS WAY. WHEN HE FALLS, HE SHALL NOT BE 
HURLED HEADLONG; BECAUSE THE LORD IS THE ONE 
WHO HOLDS HIS HAND” (Ps. 37:23-24). 

(ii) Jesus said, ”AND THIS IS THE WILL OF HIM WHO 
SENT ME, THAT OF ALL THAT HE HAS GIVEN ME I 
LOSE NOTHING, BUT RAISE IT UP ON THE LAST DAY” 
(John 6 : 3 9 ) .  

(iii) And again, ”MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND I KNOW 



5 

THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME; AND I GIVE ETERNAL 
LIFE TO THEM, AND THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH; AND 
NO ONE SHALL SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND. MY 
FATHER WHO HAS GIVEN THEM TO ME, IS GREATER 
THAN ALL; AND NO ONE IS ABLE TO SNATCH THEM 
OUT OF THE FATHER’S HAND” (10: 27-29). 

KEEP YOU FROM STUMBLING, AND TO MAKE YOU STAND 
IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS GLORY BLAMELESS WITH 
GREAT JOY” tv. 24). 
God will uphold His grace in the hearts of His 
children and will keep them until the end. 

tiv) And Jude writes, ”NOW UNTO HIM WHO IS ABLE TO 

tv) 

e. God will uphold that grace because: 
ti) 

tii) 

tiii) 

t iv) 

tV) 

tvi 1 

tvii) 

- 

Unless the redemption which Christ purchased 
for us secured our perseverance through all 
opposition, it would not be a complete 
redemption. If He brought us no further than 
the state that we were first in, and then left 
us liable to fall as we could before, then all 
of His work of redemption might amount to 
nothing. If Adam could not stand, how could 
we who are less than perfect? 
Secondly, the covenant of grace was given to 
supply what was lacking in the covenant of 
works, which was the ability to persevere. 
Adam was the head of the first covenant and he 
was liable to fail, but Christ is the head of 
the new covenant who cannot fail. 
Thirdly, it is the nature of the covenant of 
grace that it not depend upon our own works to 
keep us in the grace of God, that would make 
it a covenant of works as it was at first. 
Fourthly, because Christ who is our covenant 
head has already persevered, and has done what 
our first head could not, we shall also 
persevere because all that He did, He did as 
our representative. 
Fifthly, the believer is already justified in 
the sight of God through the righteousness of 
Christ which gives him full acquittal from all 
his guilt and a title to heaven. If this was 
dependent upon an uncertain perseverance on 
our part, then it could not have been a 
certain justification. 
Sixthly, we are partakers of the life of 
Christ, whose life will never fail. And if we 
have been made alive in Him, we shall 
certainly continue to live by His life. 
And lastly, if God planted grace in our hearts 
amidst all the opposition of the enemy to 
thwart Him, He will not now allow His work to 
be overthrown, but will certainly finish by 
His almighty power what He has begun. 

111. Uses. 
A. First, we may see why it is that the devil is so greatly 
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opposed to the conversion of sinners. 
1.  It is because once they are converted, they are forever 

converted and kept by the power of God and therefore 
forever beyond His reach. 

2. If it was possible for a saint to fall from grace, the 
devil would still most certainly oppose its inception. 
But he opposes it even more knowing that he can never 
overthrow it, and that we, once possessing it, would be 
forever lost to him and out of the reach of his 
destructive power. 

3. This is the reason why, when someone is first awakened 
to their sins and need of Christ, they meet with so 
many great temptations and are fought against so 
violently by the devil. 

4. He does everything in his power to place mountains in 
their way if possible to hinder them from coming to 
Christ. 
a. He labors to quench their convictions of sin. 
b. He tried to get them to return to their laziness. 
c. He stirs up their corruptions, introduces 

blasphemous thoughts into their minds, and tries to 
get them to argue against God. 

d. He makes them think, through subtle arguments, that 
it is fruitless for them to seek for God. 

e. He tells them that it is impossible to come to God 
because He has decreed against their coming. 

f. He tries to convince them that the day of grace is 
past, or that they have committed the unpardonable 
sin. 

time, they can come to Christ when they want after 
they have had their fill of sin. 

h. Or he flatters them into thinking that they are in 
a state of grace, that they are already Christ’s, 
when, in fact, they are far from Him. 

i. In these, and almost innumerable other ways, Satan 
seeks to hinder the conversion of men, for he knows 
that once that grace is planted, he can never root 
it out. 

g. He lulls them into thinking that there is plenty of 

B. Secondly, this doctrine tells us that when it seems as 
though the grace of God has failed in the life of some, 
that we must conclude that they never had any true grace. 
1.  When an individual is awakened to his sins, and has 

some sense of his wickedness before God, and seems to 
be affected with the mercy of God and appears to have 
found some comfort in Him, and later these impressions 
lessen and pass away, so that there is no lasting 
change in his heart and life, then that is a sure sign 
that he never had any true saving grace. 

repentance from his sin, will ever turn back again to 
the world, neglecting the duties of religion and 
turning his back on God and Christ. 

3. There are those today who teach that such can be the 

2. No Christian, having come to faith in Christ and a real 
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case with a true Christian. 
a. He may go forward at an alter call, pray the 

sinners prayer, and then on the basis of his 
supposed conversion, he can never fall away from 
the grace of God even though he becomes a 
blasphemer and an overt atheist. 

preserve His grace in the souls of His children, 
but also that He will cause them to persevere in 
holiness. 

c. No child of God can continue to live long in sin. 

b. But the Bible tells us that not only will God 

4. And so if one claims to be a Christian and yet walks in 
sin, he is no Christian. And if one claimed to be a 
Christian, and then turned from God and went back into 
the world, he never had the grace of God to begin with. 

C. This doctrine also gives to us a reason for great joy and 
comfort if we have good evidence that there is true grace 
in our hearts. 
1.  If the evidence of the grace of God is in your life, it 

is more valuable to you than all the greatest treasures 
that are in the world, or universe. 

lost. God who gave it to you will never take it back, 
but will preserve you in your gracious condition 
throughout all eternity. 

you may stand strong in the God who is your bulwark, 
your shield and your mighty fortress against the enemy. 
The everlasting arms are under you and are your 
support . 

2. It brings comfort in the fact that it may never be 

3. None of your enemies will be able to destroy you. But 

4. He will subdue your enemies under your feet. 

D. And lastly, this gives to all of us great encouragement in 
carrying on the warfare against the enemies of our souls. 
1.  It is the greatest discouragement for a soldier to go 

into battle knowing that he has no hope of overcoming 
the enemy. 

to ensure defeat. 

your hearts have the best of all possible 
encouragements. 
a. The Captain of your salvation will surely bring you 

into victory. 
b. He who is able to uphold you in battle has promised 

that you will overcome because His promises will 
never fail. 

2. Hope is usually half the victory, but despair is likely 

3. You that have good evidence that the grace of God is in 

4. And so rest in His promises, be faithful on your part, 
and before long you will enter into that victory and 
the crown will be yours, which Christ will place upon 
your head with His own hands. Amen! 


