
”Love Does Not Impute Evil” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 5d) 

Introduction: The last time we were in the thirteenth chapter of 1 
Corinthians, we saw that the love of the Spirit of God in the heart 
of a believer is contrary to an angry or wrathful disposition. 
There are those who have a hatred smoldering in their hearts and 
are ready to take offense at anything that another may do or say. 
The Bible calls this sin, and a person who is given habitually to 
practicing this, or any other sin, is in fact not a Christian at 
all, but stands in need of the new birth, sovereignly given by God. 
We also saw that the root of this sinful behavior can be traced to 
the underlying sins of pride and selfishness. The one who is 
prideful cannot stand to have anyone excel him in any way. He 
selfishly desires his own way at all times; he wants the control of 
all things, and is easily angered when his will is thwarted. But 
pride and selfishness can bear another equally heinous sin, one 
that is very common in the world, and sadly in the church of God as 
well, one that the love which is wrought by the Spirit of God is 
opposed to. And what I want you to see this morning is, 

The love which is wrought in the heart of the Christian by 
the Spirit of Christ does not easily impute evil to others. 

Remember, as we are looking at these attributes of Christian 
love, that this is both a statement of what should already be 
in our hearts, as well as a command to cultivate these virtues 
in our lives. 

I Love Does Not Easily Attribute Evil Motives to Others, Nor Does 
It Harbor Resentment. 
A. The Nature of the Sin Warned Against Here, First, Is that 

It Sees Evil Motives Where There Are None. 
1.  It is quick to judge others as being in an evil 

condition rather than a good one. 
a. It thinks the worst of others whether they are 

professing Christians or not. 
ti) On the one hand, we must be careful not to 

think that someone has the grace of God in 
their hearts for little things that can be 
seen in their lives. The Bible is clear as to 
what the marks of saving grace are. 

very hesitant to accept a profession as 
genuine, when there are little things in their 
lives which may not be an indicator one way or 
the other. 

tii) But on the other hand, this sin makes some 

b. These things might even be the providential 
dealings of God with them, such as when Job’s 
friends condemned him as being a hypocrite because 
of the afflictions that he suffered. 

c. Their shortcomings may even be less than our own, 
and although we would be quick to judge ourselves 
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to be right before God, we are not as gracious 
towards them. 

d. They may differ with us on some point of doctrine 
which is not of fundamental importance, they may 
act differently than us because of their particular 
temperament, or because of a lack of education, or 
because their experiences in the things of the Lord 
are so different than ours, not realizing that the 
Spirit of God’s dealings in our lives is mysterious 
and varied. 

judge their condition as being evil. 
e. But this does not mean that we have the liberty to 

2. It is quick to think that others have more evil 
qualities than good ones. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

3. It 

It overlooks their good qualities, thinks very 
little of them, and magnifies their bad qualities, 
and makes more of them than is justified, or 
charges them with having bad qualities that they 
really do not possess. 
Some may charge others with ignorance and 
foolishness when they really don’t deserve it. 
Some despise their neighbors so that they speak 
very poorly of them to others, when Christian love 
would see the good things and magnify those. 
Some think that others are morally deficient when 
they are actually are not, or charge them with 
practicing some greater evil than they deserve. 
And so some charge their neighbors as being more 
proud, selfish, spiteful, or malicious than they 
really are. 
They may appear this way to you, when to others 
they may appear to be upright. Others see the 
good, while you see only the bad and speak only of 
the bad. 

is quick to attribute evil to the actions of others, 
rather than good, whether in words or deeds. 
a. They judge actions to be evil without any evidence 

to support such a conclusion. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

_ _  
Jealousy can lead us to impute evil actions to 
others when there is no evidence of 
wr ongdo i ng . 
Some are constantly thinking that others are 
speaking evil of them in secret, though that 
is not true. 
Others spread evil reports that they hear, not 
knowing whether or not they are factual. 
Merely hearing the report does not confirm its 
truth. The devil is a liar and a slanderer, 
and his children are like him in that they 
slander and malign others. 
It is a very common thing for some to pass 
judgment based only upon a rumor or hearsay. 
Others delight in hearing evil reports and 
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hope that it is true! It is like food to 
their depraved hearts and they feed on it. 

one who may dwell in God’s tabernacle, ”0 
LORD, WHO MAY ABIDE IN THY TENT? WHO MAY 
DWELL ON THY HOLY HILL? HE WHO WALKS WITH 
INTEGRITY, AND WORKS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SPEAKS 
TRUTH IN HIS HEART. HE DOES NOT SLANDER WITH 
HIS TONGUE, NOR DOES EVIL TO HIS NEIGHBOR, NOR 
TAKES UP A REPROACH AGAINST HIS FRIEND” (Ps. 
15: 1-3). 

tvii) But this is contrary to what characterizes the 

tviii) Rather, it shows that they have the 
characteristics of the wicked man, as shown in 
Proverbs 17:4, ”AN EVILDOER LISTENS TO WICKED 
LIPS, A LIAR PAYS ATTENTION TO A DESTRUCTIVE 
TONGUE. ” 

b. And they also place the worst possible construction 
on their actions. 
ti) Even if there is every reason to think well of 

someone, they will judge them guilty of evil. 

prejudice in the heart of the observer. 

those actions give every evidence of being 
genuinely good. 

they are really seeking the public good, the 
good of a neighbor, the glory of God, or the 
advancement of the true religion. 

tii) This is especially true if there is hidden 

tiii) They judge evil of another’s actions when 

tiv) They will judge them to be hypocrites, when 

4. But since we are called to judge individuals in some 
cases, where should we draw the lines? 
a. First, there are obviously those who are called to 

be judges in society, and in churches, who are to 
judge impartially of others who fall under their 
jurisdiction. They are to judge according to the 
evidence, whether good or bad, and to use the Law 
which has been appointed for that end. 

divest themselves of their faculty of reason in 
order to judge well of all people. 
ti) 

b. Secondly, God’s people are not called upon to 

We are not forbidden to judge others when 
there is clear evidence that they are guilty. 

tii) We are not to be blamed if we judge others to 
be wicked men and without Christ, who give 
abundant evidence that they are so by their 
wicked actions. 

EVIDENT, GOING BEFORE THEM TO JUDGMENT; FOR 
OTHERS, THEIR SINS FOLLOW AFTER” (1 Tim. 
5: 24). 
Some men’s sins so clearly testify against 
them, that they are enough to condemn them as 
wicked in the full sight of the world, even 
before the day of judgment which shall bear 

tiii) Paul says, ”THE SINS OF SOME MEN ARE QUITE 

tiv) 
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open the hearts of all men. 
In this case we are not judging the secrets of 
their hearts, when their actions are clearly 
revealed to be evil. 

tvl 

tvil And so not all judging is evil. 

c. But it becomes sin when we judge evil of others 
even though the evidence does not lead us to that 
concl usi on. 
ti) If the evidence allows us to think well of 

them, and we overlook that evidence and 
magnify their offenses, then we have sinned. 

tiil Also if we are quick to condemn others, when 
to be fair we should wait until all the facts 
are revealed, we have sinned. 

FOLLY AND SHAME TO HIM” (Prov. 18: 13). 
tiiil ”HE WHO GIVES AN ANSWER BEFORE HE HEARS, IT IS 

d. And it becomes sinful as well when we gain pleasure 
by believing that others are involved in evil. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

B . Furthermore, 

We may judge others from clear evidence that 
they are evil, but it may yet be to our sorrow 
that it is so, even as when a loving parent 
hears of something his child has done which is 
evil, with such evidence that he cannot deny 
that its true. 
But this is most often not the case. We pass 
judgment quickly, delighting in the fact that 
someone might be guilty of evil, and it 
reveals that we are inclined to thinking the 
worst of others. 
We are quick to think and to speak evil about them 
with ridicule, contempt, or a bitter spirit, taking 
pleasure in the errors of others. 
When we are of a Christian spirit, we will be 
very cautious in passing judgment, and will go 
no further than the evidence will allow, and 
always be quick to think the best that the 
facts will allow. 
And when we are compelled to think the worst, 
we will take no pleasure in declaring it, but 
will be hesitant to tell it to anyone, and 
will only do so when duty compels. 

The Nature of This Sin Is Such that When Real 
Evil has Been Committed Against Us, We Will Harbor and 
Nurse Resentment Against Others. 
1.  It is unavoidable that we will be offended in this 

world, but the nature of this sin is that when we are 
sinned against, we will not easily forget it, but let 
bitterness seethe in our hearts. 

a. ”LET ALL BITTERNESS AND WRATH AND ANGER AND CLAMOR BE 
PUT AWAY FROM YOU, ALONG WITH ALL MALICE” (Eph. 4:31). 

b. ”SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE COMES SHORT OF THE GRACE OF 

2. But this is clearly warned against in Scripture. 

an; THAT NO ROOT OF BITTERNESS SPRINGING UP CAUSES 
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TROUBLE, AND BY IT MANY BE DEFILED” (Heb. 12:15). 
c. It further warns us that if we continually harbor 

such hatred of others in our hearts, that we are 
far from the love of Christ. ”WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE 
PASSED OUT OF DEATH INTO LIFE, BECAUSE WE LOVE THE 
BRETHREN. HE WHO DOES NOT LOVE ABIDES IN DEATH. 
EVERYONE WHO HATES HIS BROTHER IS A MURDERER; AND 
YOU KNOW THAT NO MURDERER HAS ETERNAL LIFE ABIDING 
IN HIM” ( I  John 3: 15), and ”IF SOMEONE SAYS, ’I 
LOVE GOD,’ AND HATES HIS BROTHER, HE IS A LIAR; FOR 
THE ONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE HIS BROTHER WHOM HE HAS 
SEEN, CANNOT LOVE GOD WHOM HE HAS NOT SEEN” (4:20). 

11. But the Love Which Is Wrought in the Heart by the Spirit of 

A. First, It Will Not Be Quick to Judge Evil of Others. 
God Is Contrary to this Sinful Spirit. 

1.  The Love of Christ Will Cause Us to Love Our Neighbors 
and so Be Slow to Think Evil of Them. 
a. Love to ourselves moves us to be very slow to 

attribute evil to our own hearts, and causes us to 
think of ourselves in a state of grace. If we love 
our neighbors in the same way that we love 
ourselves, we will think so of them as well. 

b. Also, when we love others, we are very slow to 
accuse them of evil motives, such as when our best 
friends or our children do what is wrong, we are 
very hesitant to charge them with evil. This is 
precisely because we love them. 

c. And when this love is lacking in our hearts, it is 
most often the case that a spirit of ill-will will 
be there, and along with it, all of its 
1 iabi 1 i ties. 

2. Love will also oppose the pride in our hearts. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

When we are -kick to judge evil of others, it 
reveals that our hearts are full of pride; we think 
that we are better than our neighbors, and so we 
feel justified in condemning them. 
But Jesus rebukes this behavior where He says, ”DO 
NOT JUDGE LEST YOU BE JUDGED. . . . AND WHY DO YOU 
LOOK AT THE SPECK THAT IS IN YOUR BROTHER’S EYE, 
BUT DO NOT NOTICE THE LOG THAT IS IN YOUR OWN EYE? 
OR HOW CAN YOU SAY TO YOUR BROTHER, ’LET ME TAKE 
THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR EYE,’ AND BEHOLD, THE LOG IS 
IN YOUR OWN EYE? YOU HYPOCRITE” (Matt. 7: I, 3-4). 
Paul says the same thing, where he writes, 
”THEREFORE YOU ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE, EVERY MAN OF YOU 
WHO PASSES JUDGMENT, FOR IN THAT YOU JUDGE ANOTHER, 
YOU CONDEMN YOURSELF; FOR YOU WHO JUDGE PRACTICE 
THE SAME THINGS” (Rom. 2: 1 ). 
If we were more aware of our own shortcomings, we 
would not be so quick or take so much pleasure in 
condemning others because we would be condemning 
ourselves. 
Such an inclination to judge others shows that we 
are full of pride and have a conceited disposition. 
It shows that we are setting ourselves up as judges 
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above others. But James writes, "DO NOT SPEAK EVIL 
AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, BRETHREN. HE WHO SPEAKS 
AGAINST A BROTHER, OR JUDGES HIS BROTHER, SPEAKS 
AGAINST THE LAW, AND JUDGES THE LAW; BUT IF YOU 
JUDGE THE LAW, YOU ARE NOT A DOER OF THE LAW, BUT A 
JUDGE OF IT. THERE IS ONLY LAWGIVER AND JUDGE, THE 
ONE WHO IS ABLE TO SAVE AND TO DESTROY; BUT WHO ARE 
YOU WHO JUDGE YOUR NEIGHBOR? (4:11-12). 

f. God is the only rightful Judge, and the thought of 
His sovereignty and dominion should hold us back 
from condemning our neighbors. 

g. So, first, love will not be quick to condemn others. 

B. And Secondly, Love Will Resist Harboring Bitterness in Our 
Hearts Over Offenses Committed Against Us. 
1.  Love will not harbor bitterness, but will leave the 

matter to the judgment of God. 
a. When David was pursued unjustly by Saul in order to 

kill him, he said, "MAY THE LORD JUDGE BETWEEN YOU 

HAND SHALL NOT BE AGAINST YOU" ( I  Sam. 24: 12). 
b. And when Zechariah, the son of Jehoida the priest, 

prophesied against the evil that Joash did once his 
father had died, and he was unjustly murdered by 
him for it, as he was dying he said, "MAY THE LORD 
SEE AND AVENGE!" (2 Chr. 24: 22). 

revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, 'Vengence is mine, I will 
repay, ' says the Lord" (Rom. 12: 19). 

AND ME, AND MAY THE LORD AVENGE ME ON YOU; BUT MY 

c. The Scripture exhorts us, "Never take your own 

2. However, love can also pray for and seek the salvation 
of those who have wronged us, even though we resign 
them to the ultimate justice of God if they never 
repent. 
a. Stephen prayed for his accusers that the Lord would 

not lay the charge of his murder to their account 
(Acts 7:60). 

b. Our Lord, when He was dying, prayed for those who 
crucified Him, that the Father might forgive them 
(Luke 23: 34). 

COUNTRYMAN IN YOUR HEART; YOU MAY SURELY REPROVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR, BUT SHALL NOT INCUR SIN BECAUSE OF 
HIM" (LEV. 19:17). 

they will repent, but if they don't, we can be 
satisfied leaving the matter in the Lord's hands. 

c. The Lord says, "YOU SHALL NOT HATE YOUR FELLOW 

d. We can still love others and pray and hope that 

III. Uses. 
A. It Warns Us Against Speaking Evil of Others. 

1.  If it is sinful to think evil of others, it is surely 
condemnable to speak evil of others, and this the Bible 
everywhere declares. 

2. The Psalmist writes, "YOU LET YOUR MOUTH LOOSE IN EVIL, 
AND YOUR TONGUE FRAMES DECEIT. YOU SIT AND SPEAK 
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AGAINST YOUR BROTHER; YOU SLANDER YOUR OWN MOTHER’S 
SON. THESE THINGS YOU HAVE DONE, AND I KEPT SILENCE; 
YOU THOUGHT THAT I WAS JUST LIKE YOU; I WILL REPROVE 

50: 20-21 ). 
3. And Paul writes to Titus, ”REMIND THEM TO BE SUBJECT TO 

RULERS, TO AUTHORITIES, TO BE OBEDIENT, TO BE READY FOR 
EVERY GOOD DEED, TO MALIGN NO ONE, TO BE UNCONTENTIOUS, 
GENTLE, SHOWING EVERY CONSIDERATION FOR ALL MEN” 
(Titus 3: 1-2). 

4. Examine your heart to see if you are guilty of this sin. 
a. Have you frequently been quick to judge evil of 

others? 
b. Have you spoken of your rash judgments against your 

neighbors to others and maligned them? 
c. Have you spoken evil of those who may have opposed 

you in some way, with whom you have had certain 
difficulties? 

yourself to do? 

Christianity, and forsake it immediately, and call 
upon Christ for the grace to mortify it. 

YOU, AND STATE THE CASE IN ORDER BEFORE YOUR EYES” (PS. 

d. Is this something that you continually allow 

e. If so, consider how opposed this practice is to 

B. It Warns Us Against All False Judgments of Evil, Either in 
Thinking or in Speaking Evil of Others. 
1.  Consider how often it is the case when the truth is 

fully known that things turn out better than you were 
ready to think. 
a. When the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe 

of Manasseh built the altar by the Jordan, the rest 
of the Israelites on the other side thought that 
they had apostatized and gathered to go to war 
against them. But when the truth was known, that 
the altar was for a good purpose, the trouble was 
ended. 

b. Eli thought that Hannah was drunk when she prayed 
in the anguish of her soul for a child to be given 
to her. 

c. David thought that Mephibosheth had betrayed him 
when he heard the report of Ziba, his servant, 
until he heard Mephibosheth’s own testimony. 

d. This is so often the way that it is today. We judge 
that an action is evil before we know all the facts. 

e. There are always two sides to every story, and it 
is generally wise to hear both before making any 
judgment in the matter. 

2. Also, consider that it is not your place in most 
instances to pass judgment on someone else. 
a. We should be more concerned with our own state and 

how we are doing before the Lord than in picking 
out the faults of others. 

b. We must be sure that we are behaving correctly, 
that we have the highest principles at work in our 
hearts and lives, and that we are aiming at the 
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C. 

right goals for righteous ends. 

who is infinitely more fit to make righteous 
determinations than we are. 

d. And there is a day when the actions and motives of 
every man, woman, and child will be laid open 
before the Judge of the universe. 

BEFORE THE TIME, BUT WAIT UNTIL THE LORD COMES WHO 
WILL BOTH BRING TO LIGHT THE THINGS HIDDEN IN THE 
DARKNESS AND DISCLOSE THE MOTIVES OF MEN’S HEARTS” 
( I  Cor. 4:5). 

be found in Christ, and be clothed with His 
righteousness . 

g. A life of pointing out the wrongs of others will do 
you no good, for you will only be demonstrating 
your own guilt before the Lord. Consider how few 
have been the times that you have had occasion to 
condemn someone else for something that you are not 
equally guilty of yourself. 

Christ, flee to Him as your rock of refuge from the 
coming judgment. Take hold of Him and trust in Him 
as your all in all. Flee from your sins of 
backbiting and bitterness, and take Christ to be 
your whole portion in life. 

i. And if you know Him this morning, ask Him to pardon 
you for your sins of unjustly judging your 
neighbor. Christ has paid for all your sins, and 
He will never cast you aside if you are truly His. 

c. The judgment of others is in the hands of the Lord, 

e. Paul says, ”THEREFORE DO NOT GO ON PASSING JUDGMENT 

f. On that day, the most important thing is that you 

h. If you see that you are outside of the grace of 

And Lastly, This Text Exhorts Us to Be of a Forgiving 
Spirit. Without Which We Ourselves Will Not Know 
Forgiveness. 
1.  We have seen that the Bible does not allow us the 

2. Rather, we are called upon to forgive if we are to 
option to nurture hatred in our hearts. 

expect forgiveness of our sins. 
a. Full forgiveness and reconciliation can only come 

when the party who has offended you has come and 
asked for your forgiveness, at which time, you are 
obliged to forgive. 

b. Forgiveness does not mean that you will forget the 
offense, or that it is even in your power to do so. 
Rather, it means that, remembering the offense, you 
will never bring that offense up again to use 
against that individual. 

c. However, even if the person who offended you never 
comes and asks for your forgiveness, which is often 
the case in this world--they will more often say 
that they’re sorry, which doesn’t admit guilt so 
much as it simply says that I’m sorry this 
happened--you must still stand ready and willing to 
forgive that individual and to not harbor any 
bitterness or hatred in your heart on account of 
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his action. 

where the un€orgiving slave was handed over to the 
torturers, and the stern words of sober warning 
which followed, ”SO SHALL MY HEAVENLY FATHER DO TO 
YOU, IF EACH OF YOU DOES NOT FORGIVE HIS BROTHER 
FROM YOUR HEART” (Matt. 18:35). 

impossible. An eternity in hell’s blasting heat 
could never even come close. Forgive, if you have 
any grudges against anyone, and you will 
demonstrate that God has put His love in your 
hearts, and that your sins are truly covered by the 
blood of Christ. Amen. 

d. Remember the parable of the ten thousand talents, 

e. To pay back the debt that we own God would be 


