
”Love Be1 ieves A1 1 Things” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 7b) 

Introduction: Last week we saw that the love of God in the soul of 
man will cause him to bear up under all kinds of sufferings in the 
way of Christian duty. We will suffer for Christ’s sake, not only 
all things, but also to any degree. And the reason is, that we who 
are Christians have given up all things to follow Christ. Now, we 
are citizens of a heavenly realm. We look for the things which are 
not seen, reserved for us in heaven. We fear the One who has 
authority over our souls, not mere men. We deny ourselves in all 
things, in order that we may gain Christ. And this is why the loss 
of temporal things is not a great concern for us. 

This morning, Paul gives to us two more characteristics of 
Christian love. The next two phrases, love ”BELIEVES ALL THINGS,” 
and ”HOPES ALL THINGS,” are commonly understood to mean that love 
causes us to believe and hope the best concerning our neighbors, no 
matter what the circumstances. But it may be better understood to 
mean that Christian love is a grace which promotes the exercise of 
the other Christian graces of faith and hope. The first reason is 
that Paul has already said that love ”DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT A 
WRONG SUFFERED.” That is, love does not think the worst of a 
neighbor, nor hold a grudge against him. If Paul means the same 
thing here, then he is merely repeating himself. Secondly, Paul 
seemed to have summed up the fruits of love toward our neighbors 
when he said love ”DOES NOT REJOICE IN INIQUITY, BUT REJOICES WITH 
THE TRUTH.” So it is reasonable not to expect him to return and say 
more about these. Thirdly, this is the not only time in the chapter 
that the three graces of faith, hope and love appear. They also 
appear at the end of the chapter where it is clear that faith and 
hope do not refer to believing the best of our neighbor, but to the 
Christian graces of faith and hope. And seeing that it is in the 
same chapter and in the course of the same argument, it would be 
strange if he meant something different in each case. And lastly, 
Paul has been aiming throughout the whole chapter to show the 
relation of love to the other graces, particularly to that of faith 
and hope. This is why he arrives at his conclusion at the end of 
the chapter, ”BUT NOW ABIDE FAITH, HOPE, LOVE, THESE THREE; BUT THE 
GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE.” The reason why love is the greatest, is 
because it tends to promote the exercise of faith and hope. All of 
these Christian graces are interrelated and dependent upon one 
another, though they all issue forth from a true saving faith. We 
could spend a lot of time seeing what it is that love believes and 
hopes in, but what I want to focus on this morning is their 
interrelatedness. And so what I want you to see is, 

All the fruits of a Christian faith are linked together and 
none may be present without the others. 

I. All of the Fruits of the Spirit Always Go Together and Depend 
Upon One Another. 
A. First, All of the Fruits of the Spirit’s Work Are Always 

Present in the Heart of a True Believer. 
1. Whenever there is true saving faith in the heart of an 
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individual, there will also be the fruits of the Spirit, 
at 
a. 
b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

least in some measure. 
They always go together and they cannot be separated. 
Paul tells us that ”THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, 
JOY, PEACE, PATI ENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, 
FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL” (Gal. 
5: 22-23). 
It is called the fruit of the Spirit (singular), 
because it is one fruit, all coming together in one 
package, and yet it is diverse in its expression. 
If you compare this fruit, or these fruits, to what 
the characteristics are of Christian love, you will 
see that they are very much alike. 
But the fruits do not exist independently of one 
another. They are always all present, or they are 
all absent. 
And of course, this will depend upon the presence or 
absence of the Spirit of God and His saving work in 
the hearts of His people. 

2. This means that faith, hope and love must be together in 
every Christian at the same time as well. 
a. Where there is saving faith, there will also be love 

for 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

b. And 

God, and its accompaniment, a love for man. 
God will be held to be the most excellent of 
all beings in the heart and mind of the 
Chr is t ian. 
And of course, where there is a true love to 
God, there must also be a true love to man. 
John tells us that, ”IF SOMEONE SAYS, ’ I  LOVE 
GOD, ’ AND HATES HIS BROTHER, HE IS A LIAR; FOR 
THE ONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE HIS BROTHER WHOM HE 
HAS SEEN, CANNOT LOVE GOD WHOM HE HAS NOT SEEN” 
(1 John 4:ZOl. 
And how do we know if we love the brethren? 
”BY THIS WE KNOW THAT WE LOVE THE CHILDREN OF 
GOD, WHEN WE LOVE GOD AND OBSERVE HIS 
COMMANDMENTS” t 5 : 2 . 
And so you can see faith and love come 
together, or fall together. 

where there is saving faith, there will also be 
hope in the promises of God. 
ti) Hope is the expectation that something promised 

will come to pass. 
tiil One cannot truly say to believe the Word of God 

who has no hope that what it says will actually 
take place. 

the Bible says, and believes it, he also 
embraces those promises and really appropriates 
them for himself. 

promises of salvation, it also applies to all 
of the other promises as well. 

tvl The Christian life is a life of hope, it is a 

tiiil One who has saving faith, not only knows what 

tivl This is true not only with respect to the 
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life of seeing the promises at a distance and 
welcoming them even though they are not 
presently possessed. 

its own by faith, and then patiently awaits the 
fulfillment. 

B. Secondly, Just as they all are together or are all absent at 

tvi) But it lives as though these things are really 

the same time, so they are also dependent upon one another 
for their existence. 
1.  Faith promotes love, and love is the most essential 

ingredient in a living faith. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

Our love for God is dependent upon our faith in Him, 
for it is impossible for us to love God above all 
other things if we do not believe that He exists. 
And love causes faith to grow because we are more 
apt to trust those whom we love, rather than those 
whom we don’ t. And of course, the Christian’s love 
for Christ is greater than his love for anything 
else. 
We are reminded by the apostle Paul, that faith has 
as its life giving principle, love. ”FOR IN CHRIST 
JESUS NEITHER CIRCUMCISION NOR UNCIRCUMCISION MEANS 
ANYTHING, BUT FAITH WORKING THROUGH LOVE” (Gal. 
5:6). 
And just as the body without the Spirit is dead, so 
also a faith without the working principle of love 
is dead also. 
And so faith and love depend upon one another. 

2. Secondly, faith gives birth to hope, for it looks to God 
and trusts in His ability to bestow His blessings and in 
His faithfulness to do what He has promised. All 
gracious hope is founded upon faith, and hope encourages 
and draws out our faith. 

love in the heart of a Christian makes him like a child 
looking to God as his Father. 
a. We receive the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry 

b. With this new filial relationship, we then come to 

3. Thirdly, love toward God also gives birth to hope, for 

out ”Abba, Father. ” 

God with the confidence and assurance of a child 
coming to his father. 

c. We know that God will not reject us, because He has 
bidden us to come. 

d. And so love toward God engenders hope in His 
chi ldren. 

4. And lastly, hope greatly promotes love because when a 
Christian has a well founded hope in his being in God’s 
favor, this will move him to love God more. As Paul 
writes, ”AND NOT ONLY THIS, BUT WE ALSO EXULT IN OUR 
TRIBULATIONS, KNOWING THAT TRIBULATION BRINGS ABOUT 

PROVEN CHARACTER HOPE; AND HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT, 

HEARTS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WAS GIVEN TO US” 

PERSEVERANCE; AND PERSEVERANCE, PROVEN CHARACTER; AND 

BECAUSE THE LOVE OF Gon HAS BEEN poumn OUT WITHIN OUR 



4 

(Rom. 5: 3-5). 
5. And so the graces of God in a Christian’s life all come 

together in one package and depend upon one another for 
their existence. 

The Reasons Why This Is the Case Are Because They All Come from 
One Spirit and All Produce the Same Results. 

A. They All Come from the One Spirit. 

1.  Every working of the grace of God comes into the life of 
a Christian by the operation of the Holy Spirit. 
a. ”NOW THERE ARE VARIETIES OF GIFTS, BUT THE SAME 

SPIRIT. . . . mn THERE ARE VARIETIES OF EFFECTS, 
BUT THE SAME Gon WHO WORKS ALL THINGS IN ALL 
PERSONS” ( 1  Cor. 12:4, 6). 

b. When you came to Christ, the Spirit began to dwell 
within you to empower you and to make you holy. 

c. And so all of the fruits of the Spirit are nothing 
else than the different manifestations of the 
Spirit’s presence in your life. 

d. After all, He is called the Holy Spirit. not only 
because He is holy and is a spirit. as the other two 
persons of the Godhead also are, but also because He 
is the author of the beauty of holiness in the lives 
of His people. 

2. And these graces not only come from one Spirit. but are 
all given to us at one time, at conversion. 
a. These graces are not given to us one at a time as 

though we needed a conversion to each one of them, 
but they come all at once, at that one point of 
conversion. 

b. And this shows that they must all be united together 
for they all issue from that new nature which is 
planted in the heart of man when the Spirit unites 
him to Christ. 

c. It is the same as natural generation when all of us 
received our sense of sight, hearing, touch, taste, 
and smell. as well as the faculties of intelligence 
and will. 

given to us by reason of our receiving a human 
nature. 

receives all of these spiritual graces at once. 

d. These are all part of our human nature and are all 

e. Even so, when one is born again in Christ, he 

B .  And, as we’ ve seen in an earl ier sermon, all of these 
gracious workings of the Spirit in our lives are for the 
purpose of holiness. 
1.  Holiness of life is what all of the grace of God 

inclines us toward and actually produces. 
2. And it is in our increasing in holiness that God is 

glorified because as we become more holy, we reflect 
more of the nature of God, which is the essence of our 
glorifying Him. 

3. We glorify Him by keeping His commandments, which is 
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nothing more than the reflection of His holy nature. 
4. And so these graces which God gives to make us holy are 

linked together because they are all aimed toward the 
same goal. 

III. Uses. 
A. It is perhaps easier to see the interrelatedness of these 

graces by examining the work of the Spirit in making us into 
a new creation. 
1.  The apostle Paul teaches us, "THEREFORE IF ANY MAN IS IN 

CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATURE; THE OLD THINGS PASSED 
AWAY; BEHOLD, NEW THINGS HAVE COME" ( 2  Cor. 5:17). 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

At the moment of conversion, your old man, or old 
nature was crucified, it was put to death, and you 
put on the new man, a new nature, which is really 
your old nature renewed into the image of God. 
When the new nature came, positionally you stood 
complete in Christ, with His perfect righteousness 
which has absolutely no flaw. 
perfectly holy in Him. 
But practically, the remnants of corruption remain 
in your souls, producing the fruits of corruption, 
which must be put to death along with the corruption 
itself. Therefore you are commanded by God to put 
off the old man and put on the new. 
But with the coming of this new principle of life in 
your souls came all the new faculties of the new 
nature, which although feeble, like those of an 
infant, were there none the less. 
There was placed in your heart every kind of holy 
inclination both towards God and man. 
As a matter of fact, in every real Christian there 
are as many graces as there were in Christ Jesus 
Himself. John writes, "AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH, 

You were made 

AND DWELT AMONG US, AND 
AS OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN 
GRACE AND TRUTH. . . . 
ALL RECEIVED, AND GRACE 
All who have trusted in 
into that same image of 
ANOTHER, SINCE YOU HAVE 
ITS EVIL PRACTICES, AND 

WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, GLORY 
FROM THE FATHER, FULL OF 
FOR OF HIS FULLNESS WE HAVE 
UPON GRACE" (John I: 14, 16). 
Christ are being renewed 
Christ. "DO NOT LIE TO ONE 
LAID ASIDE THE OLD SELF WITH 
HAVE PUT ON THE NEW SELF WHO 

IS BEING RENEWED TO A TRUE KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO 
THE IMAGE OF THE ONE WHO CREATED HIM" (Col. 3:9-10). 
If we are being renewed into that image, then we 
must experience the same grace of Christ in all 
areas, even though it will be imperfect this life. 
And remember, this pertains to Christ as He 
perfectly reflects the divine nature in His 
humanity, we will not reflect all the graces of the 
deity. 

2. And you must not forget that the new birth is the same 
as it is with the birth of an infant. 
a. An infant has all the parts and faculties of a man, 

and yet they are very immature and imperfect and 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

need to be developed. So it is with the new man. 
The new man is united to the One in whom all things 
have been made new. 
He is in the already of entering into that rest and 
perfection in Christ. He possesses all of the 
spiritual faculties, but they are developing. 
But He is also in the not yet of not having the 
consummation of that rest nor the fullness of the 
development of those faculties which are created in 
him. 
And so as they develop, this new faith tends to 
mortify unbelief; and love tends to mortify hatred; 
humility tends to mortify pride; meekness mortifies 
the desire for revenge; and hope mortifies 
hopel essness . 
The result is that sanctification begins in the 
whole man. The old things pass away, and so all 
things become new, even though imperfect in this life. 
Therefore where there is conversion, there is a 
remarkable change in that life. 
ti) You cannot claim to be a Christian except the 

fruits of Christianity be in your life. 

creature, continuing in his old sinful ways. 
tii) No one comes to Christ and remains an old 

B. And So Examine Your Hearts and See If These Fruits Are in 
Your Life. If you believe that you have true saving faith 
in your hearts, look and see if the other graces of God are 
present as well. 
1.  First, where there is saving faith there will also be 

repentance from sins. 
a. When you came to Christ did you see your own 

b. 

c. Or did you have the spirit of the Pharisee, 

sinfulness and wickedness in the sight of God? 
Were you aware of your own worthlessness and were 
you broken before Him? 

believing yourself to stand by your own goodness, 
not reckoning yourself to be as bad as other men, 
and feeling that there was really very little that 
Christ could do for you? 

d. No one truly comes to Christ unless they see their 
absolute need of Him. 

2. Secondly, when there is saving faith in the heart, there 
will also be a true humility. 
a. Did you come to Christ completely emptied of 

b. Did you see your unworthiness to stand before Him, 
yourself? 

and give all the glory for your salvation to Him and 
to Him alone? 

humi 1 i ty? 

sight of God, then we have never savingly believed. 

c. And are you now walking before Him in the same 

d. If we have never been humbled by our vileness in the 

3. Thirdly, where there is saving faith in the heart, there 
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will also be love. 
a. Do you have within your heart a gracious love for 

b. Is He your all in all, your everything? 
c. Would you rather lose the world and all else, rather 

d. Are His commandments the rule of your life? Do you 

the Lord Jesus Christ? 

than offend Him and be found in rebellion against Him? 

resist to the point of shedding blood rather than 
violate these holy commandments out of love for Him? 

dishonoring to Christ, so that if He were to return 
while you were engaged in it, you would blush with 
shame? 

f. If these things are so in your life, do you really 
love Him? 

e. Do you admit into your life any practice that is 

4. And lastly, where there is true faith in the heart, 
there will be a true and enduring hope. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

Do you live each day in the hope of the promises of 
God? 
Are you believing that what He has promised He is 
able to fulfill? 
Do you live each day in the light of that eternal 
day, when you will be with the Lord in glory, and 
stand in His presence, having your heart filled with 
His gracious love, and nothing in your life to 
hinder perfect and complete communion with Him? 
Does this gracious hope in the consummation of all 
His promises give you the strength to live more 
zealously for Christ? 
Does it lift your heart and mind daily into the 
heavenlies and fix your eyes upon Him? 
People of God, our hope in the Lord and His promises 
is not an I hope so kind of hope, but a settled 
assurance that what He has promised, He is also able 
to fulfill, and He will fulfill it. 
Live each day in the hope of His coming; make the 
most of each day as though it was your last. 
And then when He appears, there will be no need for 
shame on your part, for you will have purified your 
heart and life according to His Word, ”BELOVED, NOW 
WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, AND IT HAS NOT APPEARED AS 
YET WHAT WE SHALL BE. WE KNOW THAT, WHEN HE 
APPEARS, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, BECAUSE WE SHALL SEE 

FIXED ON HIM PURIFIES HIMSELF, JUST AS HE IS PURE” 
( I  John 3:2-3). 
You will only live according to God’s truth to the 
degree that you believe it. Believe His Word, hope 
in His promises, and love Him with all your heart. 
Live daily for His glory, and in the hope of 
Christ’s return. Amen. 

HIM JUST AS HE IS. AND EVERYONE WHO HAS THIS HOPE 


