
 

“Live in Peace” 
(Matthew 17:24-27) 

 
 
 

 Have you ever gotten in to an argument or disagreement with someone over something 
that really wasn’t that important -- it wasn’t a matter of principle, if you gave in you wouldn’t be 
sinning --, but you were so certain that you were right that you weren’t willing to budge, even if 
by doing so you could make the situation better and end the disagreement in peace?  Have you 
ever tried to play a game with a friend, only to find that you couldn’t agree on the rules?  Have 
you ever been given the wrong change by a cashier and argued with them over how much you 
gave them in the first place?  What happens when you continue to argue without backing down?  
It usually ends up leaving bad feelings.  Often it ends friendships.  If it happens with an 
unbeliever, it usually ruins your chances to bring them the Gospel.  Some of us may have this 
kind of spirit.  We’re stubborn and don’t like to be proven wrong in anything.  We never back 
down no matter what the cost, even when what we’re fighting for isn’t that important.  But is this 
the right thing to do?  Our Lord shows us this morning that this isn’t what He wants.  He wants 
us to do what we can to make and maintain peace, as long as by doing so, we don’t compromise 
His Word.  Actually, we will see three things in our passage:  First, we may be freed from God’s 
wrath and the curse of the Law in Christ, but Christ doesn’t free us from our obligation to obey 
His Law and to support His work.  Second, even when we’re not obligated to do certain things, 
we should still be willing to do them in order not to offend other people and to bring or maintain 
peace.  And third, we shouldn’t worry if we don’t have what we need to meet our obligations.  
The Lord is able and willing to supply whatever we need to be able to do what He calls us to do.  
You’ll see how all of these fit together in a moment.   
 First, let’s consider that in Christ we are still responsible to obey God’s commands, 
specifically to pay our taxes and to support His Work.   
 After the miracle of Christ’s transfiguration on the mountain in Galilee, the healing of the 
demon possessed boy, and Christ’s second declaration of His coming betrayal, death and 
resurrection, He and His disciples again came into Capernaum.  And when they arrived, those 
whose responsibility it was to collect the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked him whether 
or not Jesus paid the tax.  Now in order for us to understand what Jesus is going to say about this 
tax, we first need to understand what this tax was:  it was the Temple Tax.  The Law of the Lord 
required that every Jewish man, twenty years and older, pay one-half shekel each year for the 
support of the Temple.  The tax was called a ransom and an atonement (Cf. Ex. 30:12-14).  If 
they didn’t pay it, they might very well be excluded from the sanctuary and expose themselves to 
God’s judgment, in very much the same way that excommunication from the assembly of the 
Lord today exposes a person to the chastening of the Lord by the hand of Satan (1 Cor. 5:5).  The 
money was used to maintain the service of the Temple, including it’s repair (Cf. 2 Chr. 24:6).  It 
amounted, as I said, to one-half shekel, or two drachmas.  The important thing to see here is that 
this was an ecclesiastical tax.  When these tax collectors asked Peter if his teacher paid this tax, 
he said, “Yes” (v. 25).  Jesus was a dutiful citizen of the commonwealth of Israel.  Certainly, He 
would pay this tax.   
 Now when Peter came into the house, which was undoubtedly his own house (the house 
Jesus also stayed in when He was in Capernaum), Jesus already knew about his conversation 
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with the tax collectors.  And so before Peter could say anything, Jesus first asked him a question.  
He said, “What do you think, Simon?  From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or 
poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?”  When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus replied, 
“Consequently the sons are exempt” (vv. 25-26), that is, they are not obligated to pay it.  Now I 
know that at first glance it appears as though Jesus is saying that since they are citizens of 
Capernaum, and not strangers, they don’t have to pay this tax.  But that’s not what He means.  
The tax Jesus is talking about here is a different tax that the first one we read about.  Here, He’s 
talking about what the kings of the nations usually do when they collect taxes.  He’s talking 
about civil taxes, and not the ecclesiastical tax.  Jesus asks, “From whom do the kings of the 
earth collect customs (that’s the tax that is charged on goods which are imported and exported 
from that country), and from whom do they poll-taxes (that’s the tax paid by those who are 
counted in a census, such as the tax for the Temple)?  Do they collect this money from their own 
sons (that is, members of their own family), or from those who are strangers (that is, those who 
are their subjects)?  Peter says that they collect them from their subjects, not from their sons.  
“Therefore,” Jesus says, “the sons are exempt (which means that they don’t have to pay).”  
What’s the point?  There are actually two here.  First, Jesus is saying that He is exempt from the 
Temple Tax because He is a son:  He is the Son of the King whose Temple it is.  He is the only-
begotten Son of God.  He really couldn’t have made this point any more clearly.  But the second 
point is that Peter is not exempt.  It may be that he is an adopted son of God, but this doesn’t 
exempt him from obedience to God’s Law in paying this tax which was meant to support the 
worship of God.  Some understand this to mean that Peter was exempt too, and that when Jesus 
said the sons were exempt, this meant all who believed in Him.  But this can’t be true because 
Jesus never groups Himself with the rest of His children like this, calling them all sons of God in 
the same sense.  He always singles Himself out as the unique Son of God.  But if this is what 
Jesus meant here, He would also be contradicting what the rest of the Bible has to say about our 
obligation to support the work of Christ’s kingdom, as well as to pay our taxes.  Our Lord tells us 
that we must render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s 
(Matt. 22:21).  We must pay our taxes, and we must contribute to the Lord’s work.   
 Now we don’t need to dwell on this point for very long.  It shouldn’t come as any 
surprise to us that Jesus is the Son of God.  And it shouldn’t have come as any surprise to Peter 
either, since he was the one who had received that glorious revelation from the Father not too 
long ago, when he confessed Jesus to be “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).  
But it would have surprised those who were coming to collect the Temple Tax.  They were 
wondering whether Jesus was going to do what they thought He should do, even though He was 
really exempt.  The answer was yes.  And this brings us to our second point:  Sometimes we 
should be willing to do things we really don’t have to do in order not to offend other people 
unnecessarily.  These men would most likely see Christ’s refusal to pay as disobedience to the 
God of Israel, which would bring even more opposition against His ministry.  And so He told 
Peter where he could find the money and directed him to pay it for both of them.   
 This is a principle that could really go a long way in bringing reconciliation into the 
middle of our conflicts.  Very often we get into disagreements over issues which really aren’t 
matters of principle, but of privilege.  They aren’t things that we are duty bound to do, but 
certain rights which the Lord gives us.  When it’s a matter of duty, when the Lord calls us to do 
something or to stand for some issue, we must fight and not worry so much whether we offend 
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others or not.  Jesus continued to teach and preach and to perform miracles even though the 
religious leaders were very offended.  This is what He was sent to do.  In cases like this, it’s far 
better to offend men, than to offend God.  Luther couldn’t reconcile with Rome, because it was 
his duty to preach and teach the true Gospel.  To do so would have been to betray Christ and the 
Gospel.  In cases like this, we must stand our ground, even if those who are opposed to us 
become offended.  But when it is a matter of our own personal rights, very often it is better to 
simply give up our rights, than to insist on them and offend others.  I gave you some examples of 
this at the beginning.  When you play a game or a sport with someone, you have the right to 
expect that the game be played in the right way, according to the rules.  But if you disagree as to 
what those rules are, would you be sinning by giving in to the other person?  No.  But you might 
prevent a fight.  If a cashier at a store gave you change for a five when you really gave them a 
ten, it may be better to accept the loss, than to fight with them over it so that every time you 
come into the store, there is a barrier between you.  Children, you need to think about how this 
could apply when you get into a arguments with your brothers and sisters over who has the right 
to play with your toys.  Even though they might be yours, you can share them.  If you do, you’ll 
get into a lot less fights.  We can also apply this to husbands and wives, our relationships with 
our neighbors, and with each other as members of the body of Christ.  Sometimes we might be 
justified in being angry at someone for some injustice they have done to us.  It might be our right 
to seek satisfaction.  But we can also give this up for the sake of peace.  Paul says, “Why not 
rather be wronged?  Why not rather be defrauded?” (1 Cor. 6:7).  This would be better than 
bringing your conflicts into public, where the unbelievers could see it and ridicule Christ.  Jesus 
gave up His right not to pay this tax, so that these tax collectors wouldn’t be unnecessarily 
offended.  If we took the same attitude towards each other in a concerted effort to maintain 
peace, our lives would be much more pleasant, and God would be much more glorified.   
 Jesus agreed to pay the money.  But there was another problem:  Apparently He didn’t 
have it and neither did Peter.  We need to remember that the disciples pretty much lived hand to 
mouth.  They usually had only what they needed, and whatever they didn’t need, they often gave 
as charity (John 13:29).  Even what they had came from the charity of others (Luke 8:3).  But 
this didn’t stop Christ.  He told Peter to go to the Sea of Galilee and to throw in a hook.  The first 
fish that he caught would have a stater, or a shekel, in its mouth, which would be just enough 
money to pay the tax for Peter and for Himself.   
 I want you to notice how the Lord met this need:  He did it through a miracle, through 
His supernatural Providence.  Now some believe that this was really an example of Christ’s 
foreknowledge.  He knew that the first fish Peter caught would have this coin in its mouth and 
not the third or fourth.  But how often do you find money in the mouths of fish, just when you 
need it?  Not very often.  Others think that what Jesus told Peter to do was to take the first fish he 
caught and sell it for the money they needed.  But it’s very doubtful whether Peter could have 
made that much money on one fish.  Also, Jesus didn’t tell him to sell it.  He said that the money 
would be in the fish’s mouth.  This was nothing less than a miracle.  I don’t think we need to 
suppose that the Lord created the money in the mouth of the fish, but He certainly must have 
directed the fish to the money that had fallen sometime in the past into the sea, and then directed 
the fish to Peter’s hook, otherwise, Peter might have been there forever fishing for the money.   
 This brings us to the third point, that the Lord is able and willing to supply whatever we 
need to serve Him and to take care of our own needs.  Peter owed the money.  Jesus didn’t.  But 
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Jesus wanted both of them to pay so that they wouldn’t offend others.  And even though they 
didn’t have the money, and there didn’t seem to be anyone else around to pay it, the Lord 
provided it in a miraculous way.  Now I don’t believe from this that we should always expect the 
Lord to provide for us in this way.  But we do need to remember that He has promised to meet all 
of our needs, at least He will if we seek Him first and foremost of all.  Jesus said in the Sermon 
on the Mount, “Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’   For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not be anxious for 
tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matt. 
6:31-34).  The Lord doesn’t promise to fulfill all of our wants, or all of our desires, especially if 
they are sinful, but He will meet our needs.  Just think about how He already has for each of us 
here this morning.  It’s very likely that most of us here have never had to go without even one 
meal.  Most of us have never been out on the street without a place to stay.  The Lord has been 
good to us.  He has not only given us what we need, but far more.  And so let’s learn to trust Him 
more.  We can trust Him for our food and clothing.  We can trust Him for our shelter.  We can 
even trust Him to help us pay our taxes, not only those we owe the civil government, but also 
those we owe Him, by the way of tithes and offerings.  God will take care of us and give us what 
we need to be able to obey His commandments.  And so let’s bow and thank Him now.  And 
let’s pray as well that He would help us to remember to honor Him by being peacemakers.   


