
“Listen to Him” 

(Mark 9:2-8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve just seen Jesus give His disciples two reasons they should lay down their 

lives:   

a.  First, if they held onto this world, eventually they would lose it, along with 

their souls.   

(i)  But if they let go of the world and followed Jesus,  

(ii)  They would gain their souls and the eternal inheritance which is much 

better.   

 

b.  Second, the kingdom was also about to break into the world with power.   

(i)  70 AD was approaching.   

(ii)  If they held onto the Old Testament system, they would perish with it.   

(iii)  But if they gave their lives to Him instead and kept pressing forward, 

they would be safe.   

 

2.  Jesus is saying the same to you:   

a.  If you hang onto your own life –  

(i)  And live for what you want from this world,  

(a)  You might have something for a little while –  

(b)  But you will lose your soul.   

 

(ii)  If, however, you let it go –  

(a)  If you lay it down for Jesus and for His kingdom –  

(b)  You will save your life,  

(c)  And enjoy the blessings of heaven forever.   

 

b.  Don’t forget that Jesus’ kingdom is still moving forward.   

(i)  One day He will bring it in all its glory.   

(ii)  If you are ashamed of Him here, He will also be ashamed of you.   

(iii)  But if you give up your life now to serve Him,  

(a)  He will help you.   

(b)  Not only will He give you help through His Spirit,  

(c)  He will use His power over all things to make sure that you succeed.   

 

(iv)  And don’t forget that this is what you promised to do when you first 

trusted Him.   

(a)  This is what you who have just made profession promised –  

(b)  That you would die to yourself and follow Him.    

(c)  If you made that commitment from the heart,  

(d)  The Lord is also committed to help you.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see one more ingredient in this recipe for fruitfulness in God’s 

kingdom.   

a.  The Lord promises you life if you will follow Him.   

(i)  He promises to give you His Spirit,  

(ii)  And He will use His authority to help you.   

(iii)  But there is something you must do:  You need to listen to what He says 

and submit.   

 

b.  The disciples knew by now who Jesus was –  

(i)  When Jesus asked, Peter’s answer reflected what they all believed:   

(ii)  “You are the Christ.”   

 

c.  It’s not quite clear though whether they knew the full implication of what that 

meant.  Jesus now begins to show them.   

(i)  Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James and John – His most intimate 

disciples – to a mountain top.   

(a)  He took them not only because they were His inner circle,  

(b)  But so He would have the requisite two or three witnesses to tell 

others what they were about to see after He had risen from dead (v. 9).   

 

(ii)  Jesus was then transfigured –  

(a)  His clothing became bright, whiter than anything they had ever seen.   

(b)  He was clothed with glory – the glory Jesus would receive as part of 

His reward for His work.   

(1)  This was certainly a prelude to His future glorification as the 

Messiah.   

(2)  But it also may have been a revelation of His true nature as the Son 

of God.   

 

(iii)  But there was more.   

(a)  Two men also appeared to Him.   

(1)  Mark doesn’t tell us this, but they were also shining with glory.   

(2)  Luke writes, “And behold, two men were talking with Him; and 

they were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking 

of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” 

(9:30-31).   

(A)  This reminds us that there is not only future glory for Jesus, but 

also for His servants – for you, if you follow Him now.   

(B)  Paul writes, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 

we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will 

transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the 

body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even 

to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   
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(b)  They were speaking to Jesus about His coming departure –  

(1)  His crucifixion.   

(2)  Why did the Father send these two?   

(A)  The best understanding is that these men represented the Old 

Covenant:   

(I)  Moses represented the Law – he was the one through whom 

the Lord gave the Law.   

(II)  Elijah represented the prophets – he was one of the greatest 

of the prophets.   

(III)  Together, they represented everything the Lord had revealed 

to His people regarding the Messiah.   

(IV)  Most importantly, that He was coming to fulfill all 

righteousness.   

 

(B)  This is what He was about to do at Jerusalem:   

(I)  To lay down His life to save His people,  

(II)  And then to enter into His glory.   

 

(c)  Peter, believing he had to say something, said the first thing that 

popped into his mind.   

(1)  “Teacher, it’s good for us to be here.”   

(2)  “We must build three tabernacles – one for You, one for Moses and 

one for Elijah.   

(3)  Did Peter mean that a shrine should be set up for each?   

(A)  The word “tabernacle” can refer to a place of worship –  

(I)  He might have been tempted to set up one for Jesus.   

(II)  But he never would have done so for Moses and Elijah.   

 

(B)  He was offering to build three tents – the kind used for the Feast 

of Booths – just in case they intended to be there a while.   

(C)  He said this mainly because he was afraid.   

 

(d)  Instead of speaking, he should have been listening.   

(1)  When he had said this, a cloud formed overhead.   

(2)  And a voice came from the cloud, “This is My beloved Son, listen 

to Him!”   

(A)  This was no ordinary cloud – it may well have been the 

Shekinah of God – the glory cloud from the Old Covenant.   

(B)  It was a theophany – showing that the Father was present.   

 

(3)  The most important thing here was what the Father had to say.   

(A)  He said, “This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!”   

(B)  Here is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.   

(C)  Here is the Prophet Moses predicted – the One like him.   

(D)  Instead of speaking, listen to what He tells you!   
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(e)  After He had said this, they looked around.   

(1)  Moses was gone, and so was Elijah.   

(2)  The only One left was Jesus.   

 

(iv)  What was the point of all this?   

(a)  Jesus is the fulfillment of all that the Scriptures were pointing to –  

(b)  And so you must listen to Him.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  Why you should listen to Jesus.   

b.  What it means to listen to Jesus.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why should you listen to Jesus?   

1.  You should listen because He is God in human flesh.   

a.  Whether the glory that was revealed on that mount was merely that which His 

human nature was to receive or not, He is God.   

(i)  He is no mere man.   

(ii)  He is the God-man.   

(iii)  The Creator, Ruler and Sustainer of all things.   

 

b.  As God, He has the right to command you.   

(i)  One thing that is very good about this is that the Lord will never tell you 

to do anything that’s wrong.   

(ii)  Everything He commands is right and good –  

(a)  Even if you don’t understand why it is,  

(b)  You can know it is  

(c)  And will eventually see that it is.   

 

c.  You should also obey Him, because, as God, He is worthy that you should.   

(i)  Some persons, just by virtue of their character, command respect.   

(a)  If Charles Spurgeon exhorted you to do something, would you listen?   

(b)  What if it was George Whitefield or Martin Luther?   

 

(ii)  If you would respect these men, how much more should you respect One 

who is God and man?   

 

d.  And you should listen to Him because your very existence depends on Him.   

(i)  He not only made you, but your continuing existence depends on Him.   

(ii)  Yes, He is gracious and merciful.   

(iii)  But don’t trade on His mercy.   

(iv)  In other words, don’t sin in not obeying Him that grace might abound 

(Rom. 6:1).   

(v)  You should obey Him because He is God.   
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2.  Second, you should obey Him because He is exalted – the King of kings and 

Lord of lords.   

a.  The glory He received on that mount was looking forward to the glory He has 

now received for His work.   

(i)  He humbled Himself more than anyone before Him –  

(a)  Being God, He became a man, though He didn’t stop being God.   

(b)  He didn’t lose His divinity:  He gained humanity.   

 

(ii)  And even as a man, He humbled Himself –  

(a)  By taking the role of a servant,  

(b)  By serving you by taking your sins on Himself,  

(c)  By coming under the curse for those sins  

(d)  By suffering hell on the cross,  

(e)  And then by laying down His life –  

(1)  No one took His life from Him,  

(2)  He willingly laid it down.   

 

b.  Because He did, the Father exalted Him and gave Him the name above every 

name (Phil. 2:9),  

(i)  So that every knee would bow to Him (v. 10), including yours.   

(ii)  You should obey Him because He is the Lord.   

 

3.  You should obey Him because it’s the Father’s will that you do.   

a.  He is the One the Father promised to give you –  

(i)  Not only to be your Savior,  

(ii)  But also your Lord.   

 

b.  He is the seed of the woman who would crush the serpent’s head –  

(i)  As your King, He destroyed the enemy of your soul –  

(ii)  The devil who would have killed you and dragged your soul down into 

hell.   

 

c.  He is the seed of Abraham who brings blessing to the whole earth –  

(i)  You would have perished with the rest of the Gentiles.   

(ii)  But the Lord determined to have mercy on you even though you were not 

His people.   

 

d.  He is the Son of David,  

(i)  The Father has established His throne,  

(ii)  And He will reign forever.   

 

e.  He is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets,  

(i)  He is the Prophet like Moses.   

(ii)  And so the Father says, “Listen to Him!”   

 

B.  Second, what does it mean to listen to Jesus?   
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You might think this obvious,  

But we need to be reminded.   

1.  First, it means you need to listen to Him in the ways He speaks today.   

a.  He speaks to you through His Word,  

(i)  And so you need to read it.   

(ii)  You need to read the whole Bible.   

(a)  The fact that He fulfilled the Old Testament doesn’t mean it no longer 

applies.   

(b)  There are portions that have been fulfilled.   

(1)  But the righteousness it requires is still the same,  

(2)  You must still love God with your whole being (Matt. 22:37).   

(3)  You must still love your neighbor as yourself (v. 39).   

(4)  And you need to know how.   

(5)  These things will never change.   

 

b.  He speaks to you through the preaching of His Word.   

(i)  There are reasons we meet together every Lord’s Day.   

(ii)  One of those reasons is to hear God speak through His Word.   

 

c.  He speaks to you through other believers  

(i)  As you fellowship with them  

(ii)  And have communion with them in the Word –  

(iii)  Admonishing one another to love and good works.   

 

d.  And He speaks to you through the ministry of His Holy Spirit.   

(i)  The Spirit gives you a love for His Word,  

(ii)  So that it doesn’t go in one ear and out the other.   

(iii)  He can implant it in your mind,  

(iv)  And write it on your heart.   

 

2.  The fact the Spirit makes you love the Word also shows you that hearing isn’t 

enough.   

a.  You also need to do it.   

(i)  It’s not enough to hear and understand what He wants.   

(ii)  It’s not enough to agree with Him that what He asks is good.   

(iii)  It’s not enough to say you will obey Him sometime in the future.   

(iv)  You need to listen and obey now.   

 

b.  To hear His commands and not do them it is worse than worthless, it’s 

dangerous.   

(i)  Jesus warned that to whom much is given, much is required (Luke 12:48).   

(ii)  That’s why Capernaum would be so severely judged (Matt. 11:23).   

(iii)  You must be a doer of the Word and not merely a hearer who only deceives 

himself (James 1:22).   

(iv)  You must apply what you hear.   
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c.  How can you?   

(i)  It’s all a matter of the heart.   

(a)  If you love Jesus and His Word, you will do it; if you don’t, you won’t.   

(b)  Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 

will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  

He who does not love Me does not keep My words” (John 14:23-24).   

 

(ii)  If you really love Him, you will obey Him –  

(i)  Not as well as you’d like,  

(ii)  But you will obey.   

 

(iii)  If you don’t love Him, you might obey sometimes,  

(a)  Whenever it suits you or is to your advantage,  

(b)  But you won’t all the time or from the heart,  

(c)  Including His command to repent and believe.   

(d)  And because you won’t, you also won’t be saved.   

(e)  Your heart must first be renewed by His grace and cleansed with His 

blood.   

(f)  If that’s your condition this morning,  

(a)  Then look to Jesus,  

(b)  And trust Him.   

(c)  He will give you the power to obey, so that you will live.  Amen.   
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