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WCF 20.1  The liberty which Christ hath purchased for believers under the Gospel, 
consists in their freedom from the guilt of sin, the condemning wrath of God, the 
curse of the moral law; and, in their being delivered from this present evil world, 
bondage to Satan and dominion of sin; from the evil of afflictions, the sting of death, 
the victory of the grave, and everlasting damnation; as also, in their free access to 
God, and their yielding obedience unto Him, not out of slavish fear, but a child-like 
love and willing mind.  All which were common also to believers under the law; but, 
under the new testament, the liberty of Christians is further enlarged in their 
freedom from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to which the Jewish Church was 
subjected, and in greater boldness of access to the throne of grace, and in fuller 
communications of the free Spirit of God, than believers under the law did ordinarily 
partake of.   
I.  Through His work, Christ has set us free from what threatened us and brought us 

into the freedom of the children of God, one even greater than that enjoyed by Old 
Covenant saints.   
A.  What are the freedoms Jesus purchased for us through His work?   

1.  Freedom from what threatened us:   
a.  First, we are free from guilt and the consequences of that guilt.   

(i)  We were guilty of Adam’s sin, as well as all of our own.  But in Christ, we 
have been purified from that guilt:   
(a)  “Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 

purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good 
deeds” (Tit. 2:14).   

(b)  “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you 
stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only 
God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” 
(Jude 24-25).   

(c)  We will always bear the guilt of having committed those sins, but not 
the debt we owe to justice for them:  Christ has paid this.   

 
(ii)  We were the objects of God’s wrath, but Christ took that wrath on 

Himself, freeing us from it:  “And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to 
come” (1 Thess. 1:10).   

(iii)  We sinned in Adam and fell under the curse of the Moral Law; but Christ 
became a curse to release us:  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone 
who hangs on a tree’” (Gal. 3:13).   

(iv)  We deserved all the afflictions of this life for our sins; but Christ has 
transformed those afflictions into steppingstones to sanctification:   
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(a)  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” 
(Rom. 8:28).   

(b)  “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes” 
(Ps. 119:71).   

 
(v)  We deserved to die for our sin, but Christ overcame death for us in His 

resurrection:  “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the 
saying that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is 
your victory?  O death, where is your sting?’  The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:54-57).   

(vi)  And we deserved hell as the just payment of our sins, but Christ suffered 
hell to release us from its power:  “Therefore there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).   

 
b.  Second, through Christ’s work we are freed from our enemies:   

(i)  Christ has taken away our desire for the world through His Spirit:  “Who 
gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil 
age, according to the will of our God and Father” (Gal. 1:4).   

(ii)  He has freed us from Satan’s power:   
(a)  “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to 

the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col. 1:13).   
(b)  “Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house and carry off his 

property, unless he first binds the strong man?  And then he will plunder 
his house” (Matt. 12:29).   

(c)  “Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7).   

 
(iii)  And through His death, He has crucified our flesh/sin nature and broke its 

dominion over us:   
(a)  “To open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and 

from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in 
Me” (Acts 26:18).   

(b)  “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but 
under grace” (Rom. 6:14).   

 
2.  Freedom to enter into a new relationship with God:   

a.  In Christ, we have free access to God:  “This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and confident access through faith in Him” (Eph. 3:11-12).   

b.  In Christ, we are adopted by God and become His sons and daughters with all 
the accompanying rights and privileges.   
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(i)  “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For 
you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” 
(Rom. 8:14-15).   

(ii)  “And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” 
(Rom. 8:17).   

 
B.  What is the difference between the freedom Old Covenant believers enjoyed 

and New Covenant believers enjoy?   
1.  Believers under the Mosaic Covenant had these same blessings.   

a.  The Moses Economy was added to the Abrahamic Covenant to drive God’s 
people to that promise:  “Why the Law then?  It was added because of 
transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a 
mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. . . .  
But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith 
in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. . . .  Therefore the Law 
has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith” 
(Gal. 3:19, 22, 24).   

b.  That promise is the same salvation we enjoy in the New Covenant:  “So then 
those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  For as many as 
are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to 
perform them.’  Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; 
for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’  However, the Law is not of faith; 
on the contrary, ‘He who practices them shall live by them.’  Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ – in order that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith” (3:9-14).   

 
2.  New Covenant believers, however, have greater freedom:   

a.  First, freedom from the yoke of the ceremonial law.   
(i)  “Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a 

slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by the father.  So also we, while we were 
children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  But 
when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were 
under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  Because you are 
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’  Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then 
an heir through God” (Gal. 4:1-7).   

(ii)  “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm 
and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).   
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(iii)  “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck 
of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear?  But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
in the same way as they also are” (Acts 15:10-11).   

(iv)  Now that the reality has appeared, He has done away with the shadows.   
 
b.  We have greater boldness of access to the throne of grace through Christ:   

(i)  Old Covenant believers had this access through the typical mediators – 
priesthood and animal sacrifices.   

(ii)  But we have immediate access through Christ:  “Therefore, since we have 
a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in 
all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with 
confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16).   

(iii)  This can give us greater confidence when we come to God through Him:  
“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:19-22).   

 
c.  We have a greater measure of the Spirit than Old Covenant believers:   

(i)  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being 
will flow rivers of living water.’  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-39).   

(ii)  “And are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the 
sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away.  
But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the 
old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.  
But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but 
whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:13-18).   

(iii)  Old Covenant believers had the Spirit, but generally not in the same 
measure or degree as we enjoy in the New Covenant.   

(iv)  This fullness doesn’t come automatically – we need to use the means of 
grace.  But it is available and commanded, and so we should seek for more.   

(v)  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 
the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   


