
”Let Your Gentleness Be Known to All Men” 
(Phi 1 ippians 4: 5 1 

Introduction: Christians are often the target of all kinds of abuse 
from the world. Because Christians have a different standard than 
those outside of Christ, they are often ridiculed by them. Peter, 
referring to this, told his readers, in 1 Peter 4:l-5, ”THEREFORE, 
SINCE CHRIST HAS SUFFERED IN THE FLESH, ARM YOURSELVES ALSO WITH THE 
SAME PURPOSE, BECAUSE HE WHO HAS SUFFERED IN THE FLESH HAS CEASED 
FROM SIN, SO AS TO LIVE THE REST OF THE TIME IN THE FLESH NO LONGER 
FOR THE LUSTS OF MEN, BUT FOR THE WILL OF GOD. FOR THE TIME ALREADY 
PAST IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU TO HAVE CARRIED OUT THE DESIRE OF THE 
GENTILES, HAVING PURSUED A COURSE OF SENSUALITY, LUSTS, DRUNKENNESS, 
CAROUSALS, DRINKING PARTIES AND ABOMINABLE IDOLATRIES. AND IN ALL 
THIS, THEY ARE SURPRISED THAT YOU DO NOT RUN WITH THEM INTO THE SAME 
EXCESS OF DISSIPATION, AND THEY MALIGN YOU; BUT THEY SHALL GIVE 
ACCOUNT TO HIM WHO IS READY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.” When 
you were in the world, you wasted much of your precious time on the 
lusts of the world. This is true of just about all of you, whether 
you were raised in a covenant household or not. There was probably 
a significant period of time that you went after your own lusts 
before you came to Christ. And after you saw your sin and turned to 
Christ, you put all that evil away and sought after a life of 
righteousness. But when your friends in the world saw you, they 
probably began to ridicule you because you were not doing the things 
that they do anymore, nor thinking the way that they think. You 
were no longer interested in their crude remarks, or their dirty 
jokes, or joining in their worldly parties. And so they began to 
try to intimidate you and make you feel like an outcast because your 
life was a reproof to their own sin. 

But you see, in the midst of this situation, the Christian is to 
have a different attitude than that of the world. You are not to 
return evil for evil, but a blessing instead. You are to be gentle 
towards them, and towards all men, in order that they might see 
Christ living in you, so that they might be rendered inexcusable in 
the day of judgment. 

Last week, we saw what the inner attitude of our heart was to 
be: namely, that of rejoicing continually in every situation. Even 
though we will have to face not only the trials of this life which 
are common to man, but also the trials which are unique to 
Christians, yet in the midst of these things we may have joy, 
because of the Lord’s promise to work it all together for good. 
This week, Paul is telling us what our outward behavior should be 
toward others. And what this text is teaching us is, 

The Christian is called upon to have a spirit of gentleness 

First I want you to see why we should cultivate gentleness, 
toward all men. 

secondly, who is to be the recipient of this gentleness, and 
thirdly, why it is that we can afford to be gentle. 

I. Gentleness Is a Quality Which All Of God’s Children Possess and 
Should Cultivate. 
A. It Is Already a Part of Your Spiritual Makeup, Your Spiritual 
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Character, Because of the Holy Spirit Who Indwells You. 
1.  All who are born again of the Spirit of God, possess 

that Spirit. 
a. The Spirit is the spiritual bond which unites us to 

b. He is that divine person of the Godhead who dwells 
Christ. 

in each one of His people. The Scripture says, ”OR 
DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE OF THE 

AND THAT YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN?” ( I  Cor. 6: 19). 
c. If the Spirit is not in you, then you are not the 

Lord’s. As Paul said, ”BUT IF ANYONE DOES NOT HAVE 
THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, HE DOES NOT BELONG TO HIM” 
(Rom. 8:9). 

HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS IN YOU, WHOM YOU HAVE FROM an, 

2. But if the Spirit of God is dwelling in you, He is also 
producing in you the fruits of righteousness. 
a. The Holy Spirit is the author of holiness. He makes 

the people of God not only holy in principle, but 
also holy in reality. 

your life are, ”LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, 

(Gal. 5: 22-23). 

your life and makes you a fit temple for the praise 
of God. 

b. And the fruits which He produces on the vine of 

GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL” 

c. When this holy Being is within you, He transforms 

B. And Because He Does, You Who Are Filled With the Spirit of 
God Will Also Be Filled With This Gentleness. 
1.  Christ was filled with the Spirit of God above measure, 

and the Spirit produced in His human nature these 
fruits, not the least of which is gentleness. 
a. Jesus said, ”TAUE MY YOKE UPON YOU AND LEARN FROM 

SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS” (Matt. 11:29). 
b. When Paul wanted to exhort the Corinthians in 

meekness and gentleness, since he knew of no greater 
example to imitate, he sought to imitate that of 
Christ’s, ”NOW I, PAUL, MYSELF URGE YOU BY THE 
MEEKNESS AND GENTLENESS OF CHRIST” (2 Cor. 1O:l). 

ME, FOR I AM GENTLE AND HUMBLE IN HEART, AND YOU 

2. Elders, who are to be men filled with the mature fruits 
of the Spirit. are also to have this quality. 
a. Paul says to Timothy, ”AN OVERSEER, THEN, MUST BE 

ABOVE REPROACH, THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE, TEMPERATE, 
PRUDENT, RESPECTABLE, HOSPITABLE, ABLE TO TEACH, NOT 
ADDICTED TO WINE OR PUGNACIOUS, BUT GENTLE, 
UNCONTENTIOUS, FREE FROM THE LOVE OF MONEY” ( 1  Tim. 
3:3). 
He must be gentle for his office requires a great 
deal of patience when dealing with the Lord’s people 
in a tender way. He is to tend to the lambs of 
Christ even as the great Shepherd of the sheep 
tenderly cares for His flock. 

c. And he must be gentle because he represents to the 

b. 
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d. 

3. God 
a. 
b. 
C. 

d. 

people the mature expression of character which God 
wants to produce within all of His people. And 
every time someone is admitted to the office of 
elder who does not exhibit these qualities, it gives 
excuse to the people of God to imitate ungodly, 
rather than godly behavior. 
Even as the child looks to his parents to discover 
what he is to do and say, so you are to look to your 
Lord and His elders to give you an example worth 
following. 

desires to cultivate this grace in your hearts. 
He puts it in you by the Spirit of God. 
He provides models for you in Christ and in His elders. 
And He commands you through Paul to let your 
gentleness be known. 
All Christians are to grow in all the fruits of 
godliness, and here you are exhorted to grow in 
respect to gentleness. 

11. This Gentleness Is To Be Revealed in Our Lives Towards All Men. 
A. Gentleness Is a Quality Which Is Expressed Towards Other 

People and Things. 
1.  Most every characteristic that we have needs something 

or someone else to express it towards. 
a. For example, if we are to love, generally we need 

someone or something to love. 
(i) It is true that there is a certain amount of 

self-love which the Bible recognizes, but 
generally speaking, a love relationship only 
exists between two persons. 

(ii) This is one of the convincing proofs for the 
fact that there is more than one person in the 
Godhead, for if He was only one person, then in 
eternity He had no other person to express His 
1 ove towards . 

2. Gentleness is another of those characteristics we possess 
which must have an object in order to express it. 
a. For example a mother gently and tenderly carries and 

tends to the needs of the baby she has borne. 
b. A child very gently and delicately handles the 

beautiful butterfly that he has captured so that he 
does not injure it. 

c. Those who must work around explosive things like 
nitroglycerin, or like an angry man, must handle 
them very gently, so that they are not set off and 
cause damage to those around them. 

other persons and things around us. 
d. Gentleness is something that we express towards 

B. And Christians Are Called Upon By Their Lord to Let Their 
Gentleness Be Made Known to All Men. 
1.  You are to make your deeds of gentleness known among 

God’s people. 
a. All men certainly includes the body of Christ. 
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b. The saints will be much more likely to receive your 
ministry towards them when you deal with them very 
gently. The Scripture reads, "BRETHREN, EVEN IF A 
MAN IS CAUGHT IN ANY TRESPASS, YOU WHO ARE 
SPIRITUAL, RESTORE SUCH A ONE IN A SPIRIT OF 
GENTLENESS; EACH ONE LOOKING TO YOURSELF, LEST YOU 
TOO BE TEMPTED" (Gal. 6: 1 ). 

c. It is the butter which helps the pill to be swallowed. 
It goes down so much easier with gentleness. 

2. But beyond this, you are also to make your gentleness 
known to those outside the church. 
a. Gentleness can also be very important in your one on 

one witnessing to unbelievers. 
b. Yes, we are to communicate to them their need of 

Christ and the certainty of coming judgment, but we 
must do it in a spirit of love and gentleness. If 
we communicate harshly with them, they will 
certainly tune us out. 

c. Paul says to Titus, "REMIND THEM TO BE SUBJECT TO 
RULERS, TO AUTHORITIES, TO BE OBEDIENT, TO BE READY 
FOR EVERY GOOD DEED, TO MALIGN NO ONE, TO BE 
UNCONTENTIOUS, GENTLE, SHOWING EVERY CONSIDERATION 
FOR ALL MEN" (3: 1-2). 

d. In all these things you must "LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE 
MEN IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR Goon WORKS, AND 
GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN" (Matt. 5:16). 

III. Lastly, How Can We Continue in a Loving and Gentle Spirit When 

A. It Is Not Difficult to Be Gentle And Patient with Others Who 
Treat Us Well, But It Is With Those Who Treat Us Harshly. 
1.  It is easy to express the fruits of the Spirit when we 

the World So Often Mistreats Us? 

are in an easy situation. 
a. When our emotional state is as still as a glassy sea 

b. At times like these, we may not find it difficult at 
then it takes more to rock our boat. 

all to be patient and kind. 

2. But the real test comes during the times of turbulence, 
when our world is thrown upside down by many trials. 
a. The perfect situation does not exist except in heaven, 

and very rarely does it even come close on earth. 
b. We live in a world which is full of trouble and 

sorrow: Bitterness may exist among the people of 
God, and of course there are always people in the 
world who will be hostile to us. 

must bear them patiently and return kindness for evil. 
(i) Those to whom the letter to the Hebrews was 

c. But even when the worst of these things come upon us, we 

written knew that this was true and sought to 
fulfill it in their lives. 

(ii) The author to the Hebrews writes, "BUT REMEMBER THE 
FORMER DAYS, WHEN, AFTER BEING ENLIGHTENED, YOU 
ENDURED A GREAT CONFLICT OF SUFFERINGS, PARTLY, BY 
BEING MADE A PUBLIC SPECTACLE THROUGH REPROACHES 
AND TRIBULATIONS, AND PARTLY BY BECOMING SHARERS 
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WITH THOSE WHO WERE SO TREATED. FOR YOU SHOWED 
SYMPATHY TO THE PRISONERS, AND ACCEPTED JOYFULLY 
THE SEIZURE OF YOUR PROPERTY, KNOWING THAT YOU HAVE 
FOR YOURSELVES A BETTER POSSESSION AND AN ABIDING 
ONE. THEREFORE, DO NOT THROW AWAY YOUR CONFIDENCE, 
WHICH HAS A GREAT REWARD. FOR YOU HAVE NEED OF 
ENDURANCE, SO THAT WHEN YOU HAVE DONE THE WILL OF 
GOD, YOU MAY RECEIVE WHAT WAS PROMISED” ( 10: 32-36). 

men, but instead of retaliating they accepted 
these things joyfully and sought to endure to 
the end. And so must we. 

(iii) These people suffered much at the hands of evil 

B. But the Reason Why We May Do So Joyfully Is That the Lord 
Has Promised that in the Day of Judgment, All Accounts Will 
Be Fully Paid. 
1.  There is a day coming when justice will be fully dispensed. 

a. We don’ t see it in our world now, but it is coming. 
b. Some will escape the sentence for their evil deeds 

through faith in Jesus Christ and repentance towards 
their sins, in which case Jesus will have fully 
satisfied God’s justice on their behalf. 

c. But others will pay for their own crimes in a lake 
which burns forever and ever with fire. 

”THE LORD IS NEAR.” 

2. But we are never to seek to be the avenger of the wrongs 
committed against us, beloved. 
a. There will be times when we will be in the wrong. 

Sometimes we may be in error and injure somebody 
without a just cause. 
(i) We may interpret a righteous act as an evil 

one, even if it is done in love. 
If a brother or sister comes to you and brings 
to your attention some sin that you have 
committed, you may become offended and seek to 
hurt that person in return. 

(iii) Or maybe a brother or sister may seek to exhort and 
encourage you to greater fidelity and zeal in 
Christ, but you become offended because you just 
don’t feel like being zealous, and you may lash 
back at them with a quick and sharp tongue. 

(ii) 

b. But irregardless, whether we have been truly sinned 
against or are only reacting sinfully towards a good 
deed done to us by our brethren, we are never to 
take our own revenge, or to seek to get even. 
(i) If there is any revenge to be sought. it must 

come from the Lord. 

every man his due. 
(ii) He is the righteous Judge; He will render to 

3. The Lord has appropriated all judgment and revenge to 
Himself. 
a. Paul writes in Romans 12:19, ”NEVER TAKE YOUR OWN 

REVENGE, BELOVED, BUT LEAVE ROOM FOR THE WRATH OF 

REPAY, ’ SAYS THE LORD.” 
a n ,  FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ’VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL 
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b. And Solomon wrote in Proverbs 20:22, "DO NOT SAY, 'I 
WILL REPAY EVIL'; WAIT FOR THE LORD, AND HE WILL SAVE 
YOU. " 

bring every last item into account. 

working to be seen of men, so we can have our 
revenge in full if we take it out of the hands of 
God and put it in our own. 

e. God has promised to take everything into account on 
the day of judgment, including every idle word. 

f. And here Paul says, His coming is near, whether He 
comes in His glorious Second Coming, for you at 
death, or for the one who wronged you to take him 
out off of the earth, His coming is near. 

g. Therefore Paul again says, "'BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS 
HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A 
DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS 

c. Nobody is going to get away with anything. God will 

d. But just as we can receive our reward in full by 

UPON HIS HEAD.' no NOT BE OVERCOME BY EVIL, BUT 
OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD" (Rom. 12: 20-21 ). 

the spirit of gentleness. 
h. Return to the one who has wronged you good deeds in 

IV . Conc 1 us i on. 
A. Is Your Life Characterized by This Gentleness? 

1.  Are you growing more and more into the image of Christ 
and exhibiting the mature fruits of godliness in your 
life? 

respond in gentleness, never returning evil for evil, 
but returning a blessing instead? 

2. When you sense that someone has wronged you, do you 

B. Is Your Progress in This Christian Grace Evident to All? 
1.  Do your brethren see the good fruit of kindness being 

borne in your life? 
2. Are the unbelievers who seek to antagonize you for your 

Christian faith put to shame because they can't seem to 
anger you no matter what they do? 

takes pleasure in it? 
3. Is your witness of your Lord to all men such that Christ 

C. And Are You Content to Let Matters Lie in the Lord's Hands 
Until the Day of His Appearing? 
1.  Are you praying for those who regularly abuse you that 

the Lord may turn them from their sins and turn them to 
Himself? 

2. And if they do not turn from their sin, are you willing 
to endure it until Christ comes and puts a stop to it? 

3. People of God, Christ calls you to a higher standard 
that that of the world. He says to you this morning 
through the apostle Peter, "FOR THIS FINDS FAVOR, IF FOR 
THE SAKE OF CONSCIENCE TOWARD GOD A MAN BEARS UP UNDER 
SORROWS WHEN SUFFERING UNJUSTLY." Jesus Himself left 
you His example to follow, "WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 
WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; AND WHILE BEING 
REVILED, HE DID NOT REVILE IN RETURN; WHILE SUFFERING, 
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HE UTTERED NO THREATS, BUT KEPT ENTRUSTING HIMSELF TO 
HIM WHO JUDGES RIGHTEOUSLY” ( 1  Peter 2: 19, 22-23). 

Christlikeness. Let it shine before all men so that 
they might see and glorify God in the day of His 
visitation. You can only do this through daily trusting 
on the Lord Jesus Christ to give you the strength. Turn 
to Him; trust in Him; let Him work His work in you, and 
then let your gentleness be made known to all men as a 
witness to them, entrusting everything else to the 
judgment of God. Amen. 

4. Cultivate the fruit of gentleness; cultivate 


