
 

“Let Love of the Brethren Continue” 
(Hebrews 13:1) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Having given to his readers his final and sobering exhortation not to refuse the Christ who speaks to 
them from heaven under the pain of being destroyed with this world, the author to the Hebrews now gives to them a 
final series of exhortations which encompass a whole range of religious duties.  The one he begins with is certainly 
the most important of all, for it is the one from which all the others will naturally flow, the one which is the source 
of all the Christian’s good deeds to his brethren, namely, that we should love one another with brotherly love.   
  Our Lord Jesus told us that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength.  The second greatest was like it:  to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matt. 22:37-39).  This second 
command requires that we show all men everywhere, even our enemies, the same kind of care and concern that we 
show ourselves, that we be concerned not only for our own well-being, but also that of all men.  Now I don’t believe 
that the Lord is saying that we must necessarily feel affection for all men, but that we should show kindness to all 
men.  The Lord tells us that we should love our enemies, and do good to them, and lend to them, and expect nothing 
in return.  And the reason He gives is that “He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” (Luke 6:35).  We should 
show them kindness, in other words, because God shows them kindness.  Does this mean that God feels affection for 
the ungrateful and evil?  No.  But it does mean that God is kind to them, and that He does good to them.  This is 
what He wants us to show towards them as well, so that we might show ourselves to be His children.   
  But our text this evening tells us that God calls us to an even higher level of love when it comes to our 
brethren.  For them we are to have a special kind of love and affection, such as saints can have only towards other 
saints.   
 
  He calls us to have brotherly love toward one another.   
 
  There is a love which the unregenerate have for one another.  And there is a love which the regenerate can 
have towards the unregenerate.  But there is a love which the saints share among themselves which goes far beyond 
anything which the unconverted will ever experience.  It is a love which can draw them so near that they become, as 
Luke tells us of the disciples, “Of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32).   
 
I.  Now first of all, what is this love, and where does it come from?   

A.  This love is the distinguishing mark of God’s grace within us.   
1.  It is the same love which the Spirit of God gives to us for the Father and the Son, only exercised towards 

those who are being recreated in His image.   
2.  It is not merely the love which one saint may have for another, but the love which one saint may have for 

another saint, because he is a saint.   
a.  On the back of your bulletin is a very insightful comment by Thomas Watson.  He says, “He that loved 

Him that begat, loves him also that is begotten of Him” (1 John 5:1).  It is possible to love a saint, yet 
not to love him as a saint; we may love him for something else, for his ingenuity, or because he is 
affable and bountiful.  A beast loves a man, but not as he is a man, but because he feeds him, and 
gives him provender.  But to love a saint as he is a saint, this is a sign of love to God” (Golden 
Treasury).   

b.  A father who is a saint may have a son who loves him, but his son might not love him because he is a 
saint, but because he is his father.  So it is possible to love the saints, not because they are saints, but 
for some other reason.  But to love a saint, because he is a saint, is to love God and to show that you 
are truly born again.   

c.  Remember what John the apostle wrote in his first letter, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God 
whom he has not seen” (4:20).  Why is this?  It’s because if a man truly loves God, he will also love 
those who are made in His image, especially those whose hearts have been renewed into His moral 
image.  When they look at their brethren, they will see in them the same things that they love in God, 
and this will draw out their love to them.  They will know from this that they are brethren, children of 
God, and members of the same body.   

d.  To love a saint, because he is a saint, is to love God.  And to love God is to be truly born again.   
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B.  And I hardly need to tell you where this love comes from.   
1.  It comes from God.  More specifically, it comes from the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of love.   
2.  The fruit which the Spirit produces in the hearts of His people is primarily love.   

a.  Paul writes in Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”   

b.  All of these fruits flow from the Spirit’s work within us.  All of them express what love is.  And since 
love is the fulfillment of God’s Law, there is no law against these things.   

c.  This is the love which the Spirit produces in us at conversion.  It is that which draws us irresistibly to 
Christ, for we see in Him everything that draws forth this love.  And it is the same love that draws us 
to our brethren, when we see that same image of Christ being formed in them.   

d.  We don’t need to look far in Scripture to see that this is in fact how the saints relate to one another.   
(i)  Paul writes to the church at Colossae, “We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you 
have for all the saints” (1:3-4).   

(ii)  He writes to the church at Thessalonica, “Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for 
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you 
do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia.  But we urge you, brethren, to 
excel still more” (1 Thes. 4:9-10).   

(iii)  He writes to Philemon, “I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, because 
I hear of your love, and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all the 
saints” (1:4-5).   

(iv)  And he writes to the Corinthians, regarding their contributions to the saints, “For the ministry of 
this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through 
many thanksgivings to God.  Because of the proof given by this ministry they will glorify God for 
your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your 
contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of 
the surpassing grace of God in you” (2 Cor. 9:12-14).  The Corinthians showed their love for the 
saints by giving to meet their needs.  And the saints reciprocated their love for them by praying for 
them, and yearning for them, because God’s grace had made them to be so much like Him.  The 
word “yearn” reveals a very strong affection and desire for something.  This love is the bond 
which unites the church together in one heart and one soul (Acts 4:32), whether they are near or 
far.   

 
II.  This love the Hebrews already had because of the Spirit’s work within them.  But the author exhorts them 

to love still more.  He writes, “Let love of the brethren continue.”   
A.  Augustine once wrote, “Lord command what you will, and give what you command.”   

1.  What he recognized by this statement was that God has the right to command whatever He wanted.  But it 
is always the part of the faithful to wait upon Him until He should give what He commands.   

2.  We can do nothing in ourselves apart from Christ, that is, nothing spiritual.  This love we are commanded 
to here is spiritual.  Therefore, God must give it to us, before we can exercise it.   

3.  But He has already done this, as we have seen, through His Spirit.  And so He commands us now to 
exercise it.   

 
B.  But He does so not only here, but in many places in Scripture through His apostles.    

1.  Paul writes to the church at Rome, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor” (12:10).  To be devoted to one another with brotherly love means to cleave to one 
another with a brotherly, natural, and strong affection.  

2.  Peter writes to those Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor, “Since you have in obedience to the 
truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart” (1 
Pet. 1:22).  “To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit” 
(3:8).  And, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of 
sins” (4:8).   

3.  Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:34-35).  And John, reflecting this same commandment in his first letter, wrote, “And 
this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just 
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as He commanded us” (3:23).   
4.  And finally, there is that seldom quoted command of Scripture which appear in no less than five places.   

a.  Paul wrote to the church at Rome, “Greet one another with a holy kiss” (16:16), to the church at 
Corinth, “All the brethren greet you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss” (1 Cor. 16:20, and again in 2 
Cor. 13:12), to the church at Thessalonica, “Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss” (1 Thes. 5:26), 
and Peter writes to the Christians in Asia Minor, “Greet one another with a kiss of love.  Peace be to 
you all who are in Christ” (1 Pet. 5:14).   

b.  Now certainly this was a part of their culture, which has not become a part of ours.  But what is 
implied by it is still the same.  We are to greet one another with affection and love, because of what 
we see of Christ in each other.   

c.  It is the receiving of a righteous man, in the name of a righteous man, or the receiving of a child of 
Christ in the name of a disciple, because he belongs to Jesus (Matt. 10:41, 42).  It is a reflection in our 
own lives of the love which Christ has for His saints.   

 
C.  This love, when it is exercised, brings the kind of peace and oneness of mind that is necessary to live with 

one another as members of one body and to work together as fellow workmen in Christ.   
1.  Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and 
in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10.  He wrote to the church at Philippi, “I urge Euodia and I urge 
Syntyche to live in harmony (one mind) in the Lord” (4:2).  And he wrote to the church at Rome, “Now 
may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 
another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5, 6).   

2.  How was this unity to come about?  Through love.   
a.  Paul wrote to the church at Colossae, “And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect 

bond of unity” (3:14).   
b.  Love is that which unites all the members of the body together.  Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, 

“But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even 
Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love” (4:15-16).   

c.  This love is the mark of God’s ownership.  It is the mark by which we may know that a person belongs 
in the visible expression of the body of Christ, that he or she should be united to the church.  The lack 
of it is often the mark that a person ought to be put out of the church.  Just about any offense which is 
serious enough to warrant a person’s being excluded from the assembly of the saints is caused by the 
lack of love.  Certainly, when you cannot see it, it is easy to doubt the reality of a person’s profession 
of faith.   

 
D.  Now the last thing I would like to say about this love of the saints is this:  It doesn’t happen automatically.   

1.  This love which is drawn forth from the saints toward other saints, is not drawn out by nothing.  It is 
founded upon the image of God that we see in one another.  It is Christ’s love coming from them, which 
makes our love flow out towards them.   

2.  If we are to have this oneness of heart and soul, we must be able to see this love in each other.  We must 
be able to see this beauty.  We cannot make ourselves love another in this way, unless we see the image 
of Christ in them.  One of the things which is most repulsive to Christ are those who profess to love Him 
and are in His church, but are unconverted.  Certainly, they will be repulsive to the saints as well.  But He 
loves those who not only profess to love Him, but show that they do in their love for the saints.  We will 
love them as well.   

3.  But now what if we don’t see this love coming from our brethren, should we conclude that they are not 
Christians and then excuse ourselves from loving them?  Not necessarily.  Based on what I’ve said there 
could be one of two problems.  Maybe they aren’t loving us, because they don’t see the love of Christ 
within us.  Maybe Christ’s love is not strong enough within us to draw any love forth from them.  In this 
case, we must cultivate that love and exercise it as much as we can.  But if there is still no love 
forthcoming, then we need to pray for them.  Though we cannot know for sure that they are unconverted, 
this is a strong sign that they are.  We should pray that the Lord would put this love in their hearts, if it is 
His will, for this would be the loving thing to do.  Remember that we must always love all men, even if 
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they never love us in return.   
4.  Brethren, the apostle John writes, “Let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God.”  This is not an option, but a command.  When we do this, we glorify 
God.  When we fail, we dishonor Him.  Let us examine our hearts to see if His love is there, especially as 
we look forward to coming to the Lord’s Table next week, for there we will not only be communing with 
and professing our love towards Christ, we will also be communing with and professing our love towards 
one another as brethren and fellow members of His body.  May the Lord grant that we may come to His 
Table without hypocrisy, and filled with His love.  Amen.   


