
 

“Let It Be Done According to Your Faith” 
(Matthew 9:27-31) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw how faith in Christ enabled a woman who had been hemorrhaging for twelve years 
receive her health back again, and how faith in Christ also enabled a man who had lost his precious daughter receive 
her back from the dead.  The Lord tells us in His Word that, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).  The 
woman who came to Jesus, who reached out just to touch the fringe of His garments, believed that He was able to 
make her well.  And when she touched Him, she received according to what she believed.  The synagogue official 
whose daughter was at the point of death knew that Jesus and Jesus alone could help her, so he set off at once to find 
Him.  And when he found Christ, he was not disappointed.  His faith may have lapsed when his daughter moved 
from life into death, but Jesus encouraged him and with His help was enabled to see that which he hoped to see, his 
own daughter raised back from the dead to life.  Now apart from faith, these things would not have happened, not 
because God could not heal apart from faith, but because He has chosen not to do so.  Doing so gracious a work for 
someone who isn’t concerned, or who isn’t looking to God for that grace, does not give Him any glory.  God acts 
only to bring glory to His own holy name.  Paul writes, “For from Him, and through Him and to Him are all things.  
To Him be the glory forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).  Without faith you cannot please God, because you will never 
seek Him to fulfill His promises.  And if you never set out to find Him, you will never receive anything from Him, 
especially that most precious thing which He offers, namely, eternal life.   
  This is what we will see again in this story of the two blind men.  They set out to find Jesus in order that they 
might see, and in their obtaining of that sight, they revealed that they already had the most important kind of sight, 
that which is spiritual.   
 
I.  First let us look at their faith revealed.   

A.  Matthew writes, “And as Jesus passed on from there [that is, from where He had raised Jairus’ daughter to 
life], two blind men followed Him, crying out, and saying, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!” (v. 27).   
1.  Now I want you to notice first the name they call Him:  “Son of David.”   

a.  This name was a very important Messianic title, for it shows which line the Messiah was to come 
through, that of David.  Only a son of David would have the right to sit on the throne of Israel.   

b.  Matthew, in his Gospel, is careful to point out that Jesus is the Son of David.  He begins his Gospel by 
saying that Jesus is “the son of David, the son of Abraham,” that is, that Jesus is the promised Son of 
David, as well as the promised seed of Abraham.  The angel, when he comes to tell Joseph that he 
should not put away Mary, calls him also “son of David.”  The fact that Joseph was a descendant of 
David, as well as Mary, as Luke shows us in his Gospel, clearly gives Jesus a right to the throne.   

c.  But here we have the first example of anyone calling Jesus by this name.  It indicates that they 
understood who Jesus was.   
(i)  Now these two blind men were not the only Jews who knew that the Messiah would be in David’s 

line.  It was common knowledge.  John tells us that on the last day of the Feast of Booths, Jesus 
stood and cried out, “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, 
as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’”  Now “some of 
the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, ‘This certainly is the Prophet.’  
Others were saying, ‘This is the Christ.’  Still others were saying, ‘Surely the Christ is not going to 
come from Galilee, is He?  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of 
David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?’” (John 7:40-42).   

(ii)  The Jews knew the Messianic prophecies concerning Jesus.  They knew He was coming from the 
line of David.  But the question in their minds and hearts was this, Is Jesus the One they are 
expecting, or should they look for someone else?   

(iii)  These two blind men weren’t looking for anyone else.  Even though they were blind, they could 
see that Jesus was the expected One.   

 
d.  They also knew that because He was the Christ, that He would be able to heal their eyes, and He 

would not reject them if they came to Him.   
(i)  The prophet Isaiah wrote, “‘Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My 

soul delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will 
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not cry out or raise His voice, nor make His voice heard in the street.  A bruised reed He will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.  He 
will not be disheartened or crushed, until He has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
will wait expectantly for His law.’  Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it, 
and spirit to those who walk in it, ‘I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also 
hold you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a 
light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those who 
dwell in darkness from the prison.  I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to 
another, nor My praise to graven images.  Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I 
declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you” (42:1-9).   

(ii)  They knew that when Messiah came, He would be able to do something which no man had ever 
could, namely, heal the blind.  Another blind man who was healed by Christ, tells us, “Since the 
beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind” 
(John 9:32).  This was the indicator above all the others that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah of 
God.   

(iii)  The quote by Isaiah probably refers more to the spiritual blindness which Jesus was to remove, 
than the physical.  But yet He did heal those who were blind to show that He also could open the 
eyes of those blinded by the darkness of sin.   

(iv)  Now up to this point in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus had not yet healed anyone who was blind.  But 
yet these men believed that He was the Messiah, and that He could do this.  They had faith!   

 
2.  Notice second what their request was:  They cried out, “Have mercy on us!”   

a.  Christ had a reputation for being a healer, a healer who was willing to help, a healer who didn’t charge 
for His services.  He healed because He was full of compassion.  His Father sent Him into the world 
as an act of great mercy, and when He came, as the prophet has already told us, He would show us the 
compassion of God.   

b.  But in their asking Him for mercy, they recognized that they had no claim on His ministry.  They had 
nothing to offer Christ for what they would ask.  Mercy is not something you can demand.  It is 
something which is sovereignly bestowed, which you can only ask for.  They had no claim on Christ, 
but were coming merely as beggars, hoping that Christ, in His great compassion, would show them 
mercy.  This reveals their humility.   

c.  And notice something else which reveals it.  Notice that you don’t hear the men crying out, “Have 
mercy on me, Son of David” as though each one was not concerned about the other, as long as he was 
healed.  No.  You hear them crying out together, “Have mercy on us!”  There was an apparent love 
and concern on their part that they both be healed.  This reveals an element of saving faith which will 
always be in the one who has it:  the element of love.   

d.  But notice further the intensity and determination with which they sought the Lord.  They didn’t let 
out a half-hearted call, one which if He heard, fine, if not, that’s alright as well.  But like Peter who, 
when he was about to sink, cried out to the Lord for immediate help, “Save me!” they were also 
crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”  They wanted to be heard.  They must be heard.  True 
faith will continue to cry out to the Lord until the Lord hears.   

 
B.  But Jesus appeared to disregard their cries.  We are told He went into the house.  But this didn’t stop them.  

They continued to pursue Him.   
1.  Even though they couldn’t see, they could hear, and so they followed the crowd to the house and even 

went inside.  True faith will always pursue what the Lord in His Word promises to give, until He gives it.   
2.  And when they came inside, Jesus didn’t rebuke them.   

a.  Even though He probably went in to retire and get away from the crowd for a while, He showed us 
that His door is always open to those who seek Him.   

b.  The reason He left them in the streets was undoubtedly to test their faith anyway, to see if they really 
were intent on pursuing Him until they received their request.   

 
3.  This is also shown by the question He asked, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” (v. 28).   

a.  Certainly, their actions to this point demonstrated that they did:  the fact that they sought Jesus in the 
first place, the fact that they continued to follow Him even though blind through the streets until they 
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came to this house.   
b.  But Jesus wanted them to say it.  He wanted a confession from their lips that they believed that He had 

the power and the authority to heal them.  And they did not disappoint Him.  They answered, “Yes, 
Lord.”  We believe that you can.   

c.  The Word of God says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ.  It does not 
come through seeing signs and wonders and miracles, as so many believe today.  These men were 
blind.  They could not see Christ.  They could not see what He was doing.  But they could hear.  And 
even though they could not verify what they heard with their eyes, they could still believe it was true 
through their eyes of faith.  Even though they were blind physically, they were not blind spiritually.   

 
II.  Let us look secondly now at how their faith was graciously rewarded.   

A.  We read next, “Then He touched their eyes, saying, ‘Be it done according to your faith.’  And their eyes were 
opened” (vv. 29-30).   
1.  It is not that Jesus could not have healed them, if they didn’t have faith.  He had the power to call things 

into existence out of nothing, if He wanted to.   
a.  But as I said in the introduction, the Lord wants us to be looking to Him when He works in our lives.   

(i)  He wants to draw the attention to Himself, which is only right, since He is the One who is worthy 
to receive the praise.   

(ii)  Certainly, the others He healed were already oriented towards Him.  The leper said, “Lord, if you 
are willing, You can make me clean” (Matt. 8:2).  The centurion said, “Just say the Word, and my 
servant will be healed” (8:8).  The synagogue official said, “My daughter has just died; but come 
and lay Your hand on her, and she will live” (9:18).  And the woman with the hemorrhage said, “If 
I can only touch His garment, I shall get well” (9:21).   

 
b.  Jesus also wanted these men to make this admission.   

(i)  But it also appears that He wanted more.  His question was not only whether or not they believed 
He could heal them, but whether or not He could heal them.   

(ii)  Did they realize that He was no mere man, that He had the power to heal their blindness, that He 
could do miracles in His own name?  This was something the prophets could not do.  The prophets 
could perform a miracle in the Lord’s name.  But if they were to ask you, “Do you believe that I 
am able to do this?”, the answer would have to be, “No, but I believe that God can through you.”   

(iii)  Jesus was asking them, “Do you believe that I can heal you?”  And their answer was, “Yes, 
Lord.”  Jesus drew from them the admission that He was, in fact, God.   

 
2.  And so with this admission, Jesus reached out and touched their eyes, and they were healed.   

a.  They could already see through the eyes of faith.  All that was left now was for Christ to heal their 
physical eyes.   

b.  And so He who formed the first man out of the dust of the ground, who breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, refashioned the clay of which their eyes were made, and made them work again.   

c.  Since they did believe Jesus could heal them, He did to them as they had believed.   
d.  I asked this question last week, but I will ask it again.  Do you believe this?  Do you believe that Jesus 

can heal?   
(i)  Without faith, Jesus did nothing to men’s bodies.  Today, it is the same.   
(ii)  As I said before, God is still the one who makes us well, not the doctors.  The woman with the 

hemorrhage spent her money on doctors until it was all gone.  And it wasn’t until then that she 
turned to the Lord.  Our faith in man must sometimes fail, before we put our trust in the Lord.   

(iii)  If the Lord wants you to be well, He will make you well, but you must look to Him.  You should 
go to the doctor, but realize that the power to heal is with God.   

(iv)  But you also need to realize that sometimes the Lord will say no.  Sometimes it is not His will 
that you be made well.  Sometimes He will have you go through sickness and suffering.  
Sometimes He will make you pass through the valley of the shadow of death, and even death 
itself.  But you must remember, that if you are a Christian here this morning, it is always for your 
good.  And if God has chosen to glorify His name through your suffering, then rejoice, for He will 
also graciously reward your suffering.  But if He has chosen to take you home, or someone that is 
dear to you, remember, that to depart and to be with Christ, is very much better.   
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e.  But as it is in the physical realm, so it is in the spiritual.  Jesus also does nothing to a man’s soul, 
unless that man has faith.   
(i)  Without faith, it is impossible to please God.  You must believe that He is.  You must believe that 

He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  You must believe the promise that He will 
receive all who come to Him, and the one who comes to Him, He will never cast away.   

(ii)  Do you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ this morning?  Have you received His life and 
salvation?  Do you believe He is the Messiah, the Son of David, according to the flesh, and the 
Son of God, according to His divine nature?  Do you believe that His mercy is your only hope?  
Have you diligently sought the Lord to obtain His promise of salvation?  And do you have the 
assurance that it is yours?   

(iii)  If so, rejoice, the Lord has blessed you with a gift beyond anything else you could ever imagine.  
But if not, then may the Lord grant you His grace to lay hold of Him today, that you may see His 
glory and beauty through the eyes of faith, that you may reach out and receive His grace through 
the hands of faith, and then that you may serve Him all your days through the strength of His 
grace.   

 
B.  But there is one last thing in our text this morning.  Jesus sternly warned them not to let anyone know about 

this.  But they did not listen to Him, but spread the news about Him all through the land.   
1.  Why did Jesus forbid them to tell anyone?   

a.  It could have been because Jesus was drawing such large crowds, that He was having difficulty getting 
His work done.  In the case of the leper He cleansed in Mark 1, the leper did such a good job of letting 
others know what Jesus did, that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but had to stay in 
unpopulated areas (Mark 1:45).   

b.  Or it many have been that, knowing that the Jews of Capernaum would reject Him, He was unwilling 
to give them any more light as a sign of judgment upon them.  He did not forbid the demoniac who 
was healed of the Legion to tell others, but sent him to tell the people who knew him.  Apparently, the 
same problem did not exist in that case.   

 
2.  But they did not obey Jesus.  They went out and spread the news everywhere.   

a.  Usually, this would be a good thing to do.  This is what I believe the Lord would encourage all of us to 
do, to the best of our abilities.  But it wasn’t here.   

b.  Why did they do this?  Why did they disobey a direct order from Jesus, especially when it came with 
such sternness?  It appears that their zeal got the best of them.  They were so excited that they simply 
had to tell others.   

c.  But we need to learn from this that sometimes even the best of our intentions can prove to be 
detrimental to our Lord’s work.  It may have appeared that good was being done for God’s glory, but 
in the end, it would work against His kingdom.  Christ would not have forbidden it, if this had not 
been the case.   

d.  Let us be certain that what we do is according to the marching orders of our Sovereign.  When we 
have something we think is good, something we want to accomplish for God’s glory, let’s first check 
it against the Word of our Lord.  If it is something truly good, we will be able to verify it easily 
enough.  But if it isn’t, His Word will keep us from falling into the pitfalls that perhaps others might 
have been able to avoid, if they had only sought the law from His mouth.  May the Lord grant us His 
mercy to do so.  Amen.   


