
“Let Another Take His Office” 
(Acts 1:15-26) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the obedience of the disciples after Christ 
ascended.   
a.  They may not have understood the implications of what Jesus commanded 

them on that Mount.   
b.  They may not have know the time frames He had set for the fulfillment of the 

promise.   
c.  But they were willing and ready to obey, and so they left the Mount of Olives 

and returned to Jerusalem, into enemy territory, in order to wait.   
 

2.  But while they were waiting, we also saw they weren’t idle.   
a.  They gave themselves to prayer.   

(i)  Remember, God’s plan will be accomplished, but God uses means.   
(ii)  The Spirit was promised – He was coming – but not without their 

waiting, watching and praying.   
 

b.  And so they prayed:   
(i)  Constantly, unceasingly.   
(ii)  With one mind, with one goal, intent on one purpose:  the completion of 

the task Jesus gave to them.   
(iii)  And they all prayed together:   

(a)  Since this wasn’t a place where they lived, but gathered, we must 
assume this was a meeting for prayer.   

(b)  They knew what their Lord wanted them to do, and so they prayed and 
asked that He might give them the promised strength to do it.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, Luke continues his account with the choosing of another apostle 
to take the place of Judas.   
a.  Peter understands that the Spirit of Christ had foretold through David that one 

of Christ’s apostles would betray Him.  Perhaps this was the first answer to 
their prayers.   

b.  In betraying Christ, he would be cut off from the earth and another would 
take his office.   

c.  And so Peter lists the qualifications for the office of apostle and asks the 
assembly to nominate, which they do putting forth two men.   

d.  In order to decide between them, they call upon God and cast lots.   
e.  The lot falls to Matthias, and he is numbered with the twelve.   
f.  In this happening, we see another amazing proof that the Bible is God’s 

infallible Word.   
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g.  At the same time, we see something of the desire of the disciples to fulfill the 
remaining part of the prophecy in choosing another man to take his place.   

 
2.  These are the two things we’ll want to consider this evening:   

a.  First, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in the death of Judas.   
b.  Second, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in the choosing of another apostle.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider, first, the death of Judas as the fulfillment of Scripture.  Peter said, 
“Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 
Jesus” (v. 16).   
1.  It was revealed to Peter, by the Spirit – even as it had been revealed to him 

earlier that Jesus was the Messiah – that the death of Judas was the fulfillment of 
Scripture.   
a.  Considering where these quotes come from, it’s clear that the Spirit must 

have revealed this to Peter.   
(i)  The first appears to come from Psalm 69:25 and the other from Psalm 

109:8.   
(ii)  Both are imprecations prayed against the enemies of David.   
(iii)  The first indicates the death of the one it is directed against, “Let his 

homestead be made desolate, and let no one dwell in it” (v. 20).   
(iv)  The second that his office should be occupied by someone else, “His 

office let another man take” (v. 16).   
(v)  Peter understood that they both applied to Judas.   

(i)  Certainly, they also applied to the one David directed them against.   
(ii)  But there was a double fulfillment:  even as David’s enemies were to 

be repaid death and another taking their office before him, so the same 
was to be true of Jesus Christ, the son of David.   

 
b.  Judas was the one who betrayed Jesus by becoming a guide to those who 

wanted to destroy Him.   
(i)  He was one of the twelve, counted among them, reckoned to be one of 

their number.   
(ii)  And yet, he never really was one of them.  Jesus said, “Did I Myself not 

choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70).   
 

2.  Peter realizes that the first part had been fulfilled – Judas was dead:  “Now this 
man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, and falling headlong, he 
burst open in the middle and all his intestines gushed out.  And it became known 
to all who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was 
called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood” (vv. 18-19).   
a.  Judas, after he betrayed Christ, went out and hung himself.   

(i)  Judas actually felt remorse when Jesus was condemned and took the 
money back to the chief priests and elders.   
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(ii)  When they wouldn’t take it back, he threw the money into the temple, 
and went away and committed suicide.   

(iii)  Since the priests knew they couldn’t return the money, as it had been 
used to condemn a man to death, they instead purchased the field that 
Judas had hung himself in.  In this way, Judas was said to have acquired 
the field.   

(iv)  But after he hung himself, the branch that held him apparently broke, 
and he fell and splattered on the ground, with his bowels gushing out:  
Gruesome, but probably mentioned by Peter to show that Judas was 
cursed.   

(v)  For this reason – as well as because the money that bought the field was 
the price of blood - that field was called the “Field of Blood.”   

 
b.  Scripture was fulfilled, but let’s remember that God’s will did not violate 

Judas will so that he was unjustly punished.   
(i)  The Lord did not force Judas to betray Jesus and then punish him for it.   
(ii)  Judas betrayed Jesus because he wanted to – he was greedy, he stole 

money from the moneybag, he was a thief (John 12:6).   
(iii)  Judas did go to hell.  His punishment was greatly aggravated by the fact 

that he betrayed the Son of God.   
(iv)  But his fate is really no different than anyone else who refuses to repent 

and trust in Christ as his Savior and Lord.   
(v)  In our meditation, Jesus said the Scripture must be fulfilled – God’s will, 

His plan must be done.   
(vi)  Judas’ death was part of that plan.   

 
B.  Let’s consider, second, the choosing of another to take his place as the fulfillment 

of Scripture.   
1.  The first part was entirely in the Lord’s hands:   

a.  Judas killed himself, as the fulfillment of God’s Word.   
b.  But there was a second part of the prophetic Word that needed fulfillment:  

“His office let another man take.”   
c.  Peter saw this as a command that they needed to fulfill.   
d.  Sometimes prophecy has the force of a command:  it gives direction.   
 

2.  And Peter acts on it.   
a.  Seeing that the apostles are to be witnesses, Peter says that the one who takes 

Judas’ place must be a witness of all that Jesus did:  beginning with the 
baptism of John – the beginning of Christ’s public ministry – to His 
resurrection – the final act of redemption.   
(i)  Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the 

time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us – beginning with the 
baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us – one of these 
must become a witness with us of His resurrection” (vv. 21-22).   

(ii)  This shows us the importance that one be qualified for office.   
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b.  Considering this, the assembly of believers – “they” in verse 23 includes the 
men and women – put forth two men for the office.   
(i)  Being an office in the church, it must be occupied by a man.   
(ii)  This shows us the importance of others recognizing the gifts of office 

before a man is called to office.   
(iii)  The two men were Joseph called Barsabbas (also Justus), and Matthias.   
 

c.  Since there are two, there must be a way to decide between them.   
(i)  But not wanting to second guess God, they use a method in which God 

speaks – the lot.   
(ii)  “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD” 

(Prov. 16:33).   
(iii)  I don’t believe the lot was to be used for every decision, but it was in 

important cases:   
(iv)  “Lot (Heb. goral, a "pebble"), a small stone used in casting lots (Nu 

33:54 Jon 1:7) The lot was always resorted to by the Hebrews with 
strictest reference to the interposition of God, and as a method of 
ascertaining the divine will (Pr 16:33) and in serious cases of doubt (Es 
3:7) Thus the lot was used at the division of the land of Canaan among the 
serveral tribes (Nu 26:55 34:13) at the detection of Achan (Jos 7:14,18) 
the election of Saul to be king (1Sa 10:20,21) the distribution of the 
priestly offices of the temple service (1Ch 24:3,5,19 Lu 1:9) and over the 
two goats at the feast of Atonement (Le 16:8) Matthias, who was 
"numbered with the eleven" (Ac 1:24-26) was chosen by lot” (Easton).   

(v)  After praying – again note the importance of prayer – they used the lot to 
determine whom the Lord chose:  and the lot fell to Matthias, who was 
numbered with the eleven.   

(vi)  “And they prayed and said, ‘You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, 
show which one of these two You have chosen to occupy this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’  And 
they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles” (vv. 24-26).   

(vii)  Today, we are not to use the lot to determine God’s will, but to order 
our steps by His Word, wait on Him in prayer, and see how He opens and 
closes doors and directs our hearts as we walk with Him.   

(viii)  Jesus apparently desired to maintain twelve apostles during the 
beginning of the NC state of the church to represent the New Israel He 
was now bringing out of the OC state:  the OC church was founded with 
twelve patriarchs, now there are twelve apostles.   

 
e.  There is a question, however, about whether Matthias was really the Lord’s 

choice.   
(i)  The other twelve were personally called and commissioned by the Lord 

Jesus Christ Himself.   
(ii)  It isn’t long after this that another is personally called and commissioned 

by Christ, the apostle Paul.   
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(iii)  It’s also true that we don’t hear anything further about Matthias – 
although we don’t about a majority of the apostles.   

(iv)  On the other hand, Paul calls this group “the twelve” in 1 Corinthians 
15, and calls himself the last apostle.  Perhaps the twelve were to represent 
Israel, and Paul, as the thirteenth, was called to show the Gentiles would 
also be included.   

 
f.  However, the main point is that Scripture must be fulfilled.   

(i)  This should give us great comfort and also make us afraid.   
(ii)  This should give us great comfort in knowing that the Scripture is God’s 

Word, and He will fulfill everything He has promised, not one part of it 
will fail to come to pass.   

(iii)  But it should also make us afraid for ourselves if we are out of Christ, or 
for others we know who are.   
(a)  God has said He will save those who turn from their sins and trust in 

Jesus.   
(b)  But He will also – as we saw in the case of Judas – surely condemn all 

who remain rebels against Him.   
(c)  Let’s make sure that we are turning from our sins to Christ.  Amen.   


