
”Keep Seeking the Things Above” 
(Colossians 3: 1-41 

Introduction: As Christians, we often forget that our citizenship 
has been transferred from this world into the heavenly realm, from 
the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light. This was a 
sovereign transformation which God effected by the Holy Spirit 
when He united us to Christ in our effectual calling. We have 
now become inseparably united to Christ who has been raised and is 
seated at the right hand of God in the heavenlies. We are His new 
creation, being joined to the One in whom all the power of the new 
age is present. 

living, based upon a divinely inspired command. He commands us not 
to be entangled with the affairs of this life, but rather to 
continually seek the things above where Christ is; He who is our 
life. This should bring about a renovation in the way that we 
live. We should no longer be living just as the world lives, 
indistinguishable from our neighbors. But we should be as shining 
lights, making our way through this shadowy lowland on our way to 
the gates of glory, pointing the way by our life and by our words 
to the everlasting Kingdom of God. And that is what the Spirit of 
God is saying to you this evening, namely, 

On account of this, the Lord calls us to a higher standard of 

If you have truly been raised with Christ, then your heart 
will be in heaven where the true source of your life dwells. 

I. If You Are a Christian, You Have Died to the Things of This 
World, and Have Become a Citizen of Heaven. 
A. If You Are a Christian, then You Are United with Christ in 

His Perfect Life and Atoning Death. 
1.  When God in His mercy called you unto salvation, He 

graciously gave you of His Spirit who united you to 
Christ. 
a. Like every true child of Adam, you were born dead 

b. But God in His mercy effectually called you by His 

c. He united you to Christ, your Sovereign Head, from 

in sin and dead to the things of God. 

Spirit into fellowship with Christ. 

Whom flows all of His benefits. 

2. Your union with Christ means that everything that 
Christ did, He did for you, in your place. 
a. He underwent the temptation of the devil for you. 

Your father Adam failed his probation in the 
garden. 

overcame in your place. 

(il 

(iil But Christ resisted him to the end and 

b. He lived a perfect life for you. 
(il You have failed miserably to live up to the 

(iil But Jesus kept them perfectly on your behalf 
holy requirements of God’s Law. 
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c. He suffered the consequences of your sins. 
(il You deserved death and damnation at the hands 

of the Most Holy Judge of all creation. 
But Christ Jesus suffered the penalty of your 
sins by being nailed to a tree. 

(iiil He underwent separation from God, so that you 
would not have to. 

(iil 

d. He was raised for your justification. 
(il You could never have saved yourself from the 

consequences of your iniquity. 

which would be acceptable to God to merit the 
rewards of heaven. 

(iil You could certainly not have lived a life 

(iiil But Christ obtained justification of life for you. 

e. And now He is seated in the heavenlies at God’s 
right hand reigning and making intercession for you. 
(il You could not have ascended into God’s holy 

presence, except that judgment might fall on 
you. 
But Christ ascended and was highly exalted. 

and absolute authority. 

(iil 
(iiil Christ is reigning in the heavenlies with full 

(ivl In Christ, you are with Him in the heavenlies. 

wrath of God by constantly pleading His 
benefits on your behalf. 

(vl And being in Christ, He keeps you from the 

f. When the Spirit united you to Christ, all that He 
had done became yours; all He did, He did for you. 

B. Therefore, You Have Died With Christ and Your Life is 
Hidden with Christ in God. 
1.  Yes, you were once alive apart from Christ. 

a. Your were born with the life of nature. 
b. You had physical life, but spiritually you were 

dead and the just sentence of death was upon you. 

2. But now you have died and Christ is your life. 
a. Your old nature has been put to death. 

(il ”I HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST; AND IT IS 
NO LONGER I WHO LIVE, BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME; 
AND THE LIFE WHICH I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH I 
LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED ME, 
AND DELIVERED HIMSELF UP FOR ME” [Gal. 2:20). 

(iil Your old man was crucified with Christ on the 
cross; your sinful nature was destroyed. 

(iiil You are no longer what you were formerly. 

b. Christ is now the source and goal of your life. 
(il You derive your life from Christ. 

(iil He is your righteousness. 
(iiil He is your justification. 
(ivl He is your sanctification. 
(vl He is the bread of heaven; your spiritual 
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nourishment, who constantly upholds and 
sustains your new life by His own. 

11. And If You Are Truly a Partaker of Christ’s Life, Then You 
Will Be Dead to the Things of This World and Will Fervently 
Seek the Things of Heaven. 

A. You Must Not Set Your Mind upon the Things that Are On Earth. 
1.  A dead man cannot have any interests of his own. 

a. A man who is physically dead cannot be stimulated 
by any earthly interests. 
(il 

(iil 

By virtue of his death the spirit of life has 
departed from him. 
He can no longer see or hear or be touched 
with the material things of this life. 

respond to them. 
(iiil He has died to them and he is unable to 

b. Even so you have died in Christ, and you too must 
be insensitive to the things of the world. 
(il You must let loose of all earthly affections. 

(iil You must let nothing of this world take 
control of your heart and mind. 

positions of authority and power, nor the 
sinful desires of the flesh captivate you. 
You have died to them; you now live to Christ. 

(iiil Let neither the lust of riches, the desire for 

(ivl 

2. However, the sin which yet indwells you continually 
exerts itself against the desires of your new nature. 
a. You know that though you died to sin, yet you 

desire things that you should not have. 
(il There is an innate desire for things which the 

Lord forbids. 

your desire for righteousness. 
(iil Sometimes it is overwhelming, stronger than 

b. This is because of the prevalence of the remnants 
of your sin, the residue of sin within you. 
(il Your soul is like a room filled with smoke, 

which even after the source of the smoke is 
cut off, yet the room needs to be aired-out. 

filthy remains of your former corrupt life. 
(iil So there is yet in your inner being, the 

3.  But you must deny yourself, reckon your sin to be dead 
and follow Christ. 
a. You must mortify the residual sin in your members. 

(il ”FOR IF YOU ARE LIVING ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, 
YOU MUST DIE; BUT IF BY THE SPIRIT YOU ARE 
PUTTING TO DEATHmORTIFYING THE DEEDS OF THE 
BODY, YOU WILL LIVE” [Rom. 8: 13). 
You may find that if this sin within you is 
constantly overwhelming you, that it is still 
very much alive and you are yet dead in your 
sins and you must cry out to Christ. 

(iiil But true holiness requires that you set the 

(iil 
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whole of yourself upon the putting to death of 
your former lusts. 

b. You must deny yourself and follow Christ. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

B. And You Must 

”IF ANYONE COMES TO ME, AND DOES NOT HATE HIS 
OWN FATHER AND MOTHER AND WIFE AND CHILDREN 
AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YES, AND EVEN HIS 
OWN LIFE, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. WHOEVER 
DOES NOT CARFtY HIS OWN CROSS AND COME AFTER ME 
CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE” [Luke 14:26-27). 
Christ did not say that the path of life is 
easy, only necessary. 
Putting to death your former lusts means that 
the whole goal of your life has changed. 
You are no longer to live seeking to amass 
things for yourself, seeking to please the 
lusts of the flesh and of the mind. 
But you are to account all of these things but 
dung, even the very best of your works 
as refuse, in order that you may gain Christ. 

Continually Seek the Things Above. 
1.  God has purchased you with the blood of His Son, and 

called you to Himself, so you now belong to Him. 
a. Do you account it a small thing that Christ has 

poured out His life for you? 
(il Christ died for sinners, that is true. 

(iil But if you are a Christian here this evening, 
CHRIST DIED FOR YOU; HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR YOU! 

b. It is a payment beyond value; it is priceless! 
(il There is nothing on earth that compares to the 

riches of Christ’s grace. 

earth is but a rusty piece of tin compared to 
His excellent worth. 

precious blood to buy you. 

(iil The most attractive treasure conceivable on 

(iiil Christ, the spotless Lamb of God, paid His 

c. And so you are no longer your own, but you belong 
to Him who purchased you. 
(il You may no longer claim the ownership of your 

life; Christ has purchased it. 
You are not your own lord, but you are a slave 
of Christ. 

(iil 

d. You must therefore live as a true slave of Christ. 
Obey without question His commands. 
Believe without doubting His Word. 
Give yourself fully to Him. 
How can you justify even the slightest 
reservation to His will? 
Listen to the voice of your Master. 

(il 
(iil 

(iiil 
(ivl 

(vl 

2. Your Lord has called you to live as a pilgrim in this 
world, not as a permanent resident. 
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"ALL THESE DIED IN FAITH, WITHOUt RECEIVING THE 
PROMISES, BUT HAVING SEEN THEM AND HAVING WELCOMED THEM 
FROM A DISTANCE, AND HAVING CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE 

SUCH THINGS MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THEY ARE SEEKING A 
COUNTRY OF THEIR OWN" (Heb. 11: 13-14]. 
a.  W e  t e n d  t o  become so entrenched in the t h i n g s  of 

STRANGERS ANn EXILES ON THE EARTH. FOR THOSE WHO SAY 

the w o r l d .  
(il Our lives are bound up in it. 

(iil Our interests are those of the world's. 
(iiil We speak to one another day to day as if 

Christ did not even exist. 
b. Maybe i t  i s  because  t h a t  i s  the way w e  were r a i s e d .  

Perhaps some of you were raised in a Christian 
environment as children of the covenant. 
Perhaps some of you were raised in pagan 
househo 1 ds . 

inculcated by our Christian parents have not 
affected us as they might otherwise have? 

really that different from the way that the 
world raises their children? 

(vl It must be clear that to be a Christian means 
to live in a radically different way than the 
world lives. 
The two world views are not compatible. 
You cannot be a Christian and glorify God when 
you think like the world thinks and do as the 
world does. 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil Is it possible that the influences which were 

(ivl Is it possible that that rearing was not 

(vil 
(viil 

c. You m u s t  l e a r n  t o  h a v e  a p i l g r i m  m e n t a l i t y .  
(il You're only passing through. 

(iil 

(iiil 

Just a few more years and you'll be with 
Jesus. 
You are here to glorify Him by being a light 
in the world. 

(ivl If you live like them, then how will you stand 
apart and shine? 
A candle which is but a spark or entirely 
extinguished gives no light to the darkness in 
the room. 

(vl 

3 .  F i x  y o u r  focus therefore upon h e a v e n  and the t h i n g s  
above.  
a .  L e t  C h r i s t  be the a p p l e  o f  y o u r  e y e .  

(il If you love Christ supremely, you will have no 
trouble leaving your other loves. 

(iil If Christ is your greatest treasure, then the 
riches of this world will pale by comparison. 

(iiil If the knowledge of Christ is the delight of 
your soul, you will find little room for 
anything else. 

b. And le t  h e a v e n  be reckoned a s  y o u r  true home. 
(il What building will you build, what mansion can 



6 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

c. Let 

you live in that can even slightly approximate 
your heavenly home? 
Your earthly dwellings may be full of wood 
furniture, crystal chandeliers, and fine 
drapery. 
But your heavenly dwelling is full of the 
glory of God, the fellowship of the saints 
abiding in perfected love, the sound of the 
heavenly choirs singing praises, and the sight 
of our glorious Savior, high and exalted upon 
His throne of grace and justice. 
What could be greater than these things? 

the public worship of God be the next best 
thing to your heavenly home. 
(il Do you find it difficult to come to the 

worship services of God? 

people, but do you not know that the service 
of divine worship is the closest thing to 
heaven that is to be found on earth? 
The things that you are engaged in here are 
the same things that you will be doing in 
heaven forever. 

(ivl If you take no pleasure in them here, you will 
not do so there either. 

(iil Yes, the worship service is full of imperfect 

(iiil 

d. Let the fellowship of the saints be your delight. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

Do you derive no pleasure from the meeting of 
the saints? 
Do you know of any other place on earth where 
better fellowship may be found? 
These men and women here are the same that you 
will spend eternity with. 

do so there either. 
(ivl If you don’ t delight in them here, you won’ t 

e. Let the things of heaven be your chief joy, not the 

f. The things of earth will pass away, but the glories 
things of earth. 

of heaven will endure forever. 

C. And Finally Paul Says, If You Are A True Believer, Then 
When Christ is Revealed, You Will Be Revealed with Him in 
Glory. 
1.  The greatest reward for the Christian will be the 

revelation of his Lord. 
a. Christian, long to be with Jesus. 
b. 
c. For when He appears, you will be caught up with Him 

Look expectantly for His return. 

and transformed into His glorious likeness. 

2. While then, you are at home in the body, your chief end 
must be to seek the things above. 
a. This world and the things of the world are only 

meant to sustain us while we wait for Jesus. 
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b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

(il They are not the true riches. 
(iil They are not that important to God. 

(iiil If they were, He would not so lavish them upon 
the heathen. 

in heaven. 
(ivl No, the true riches He has reserved for you 

So do not entangle yourself in worldly things; do 
not let them steal your affections. 
Focus on heaven where your life is, and long for 
Christ. 
Seek to glorify God in the very few years of your 
stay on this sin-cursed world. 
And live each day as a pilgrim, eagerly looking for 
your Savior to lead you to your heavenly home, and 
may the Lord will richly bless you. Amen! 


