
"Keep Far from the Adul teress H 

(Proverbs 5:1-14) 

Introduction: As we continue to study the book of Proverbs, let ns not forget 
the big picture. Solomon is giving to us direction :in the covenant nurture of 
our children in order that we might raise our children to walk in the ways of 
God, to serve Him and to pJease Him. Certainly we as parents must learn these 
lessons as well if we haven't, so that '\>Je w:ill have the know I and wisdom 
that we need to teach onr chUdren. If we have learned anything, to this 
point, :it is that it is not enough simply to try and direct anr children to 
exerc:i:;e fajth in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not all there is to covenant 
nurture, Certainly this is very important, and if your child never comes to 
Christ, then in the end not much will be gained by your child rearing" You 
mnst never stop praying and laboring over your children until you see them 
soundly converted, and Christ formed in them. You must never stop until there 
is strong evidence that they love the Lord, and it is shown in their lives by 
their zeal for Christ and for His commandments. And even then, you do not 
want to stop praying for them, for that process is life-long. Hut seeing them 
come to the Lord js not the end. The Lord has also placed the responsibility 
in your hands to give to your children the knowledge of His will and His ways. 
He wants you to raise your children to look at all of life biblically. You 
are to impart to them a distinctly Christian life and \.;1orld vie'\"). You are to 
srIm>J them how to please God in every situation that they will find themselves 
in life, while they are under your care, and to give to them the tools that 
they will need to continue to do so when they are finally out from under your 
tutelage. This is a tall order and very few are equipped for it. They are 
not either because they do not believe that it is their responsibility, or 
knowing that it is they are not willing to take the necessary pains to do the 
work. They instead place that burden on someone else hoping that they w.i11 do 
what God has commanded them to do. Parents, you need to know what Solomon 
says here. You need not only to know it but to live :it. And you need not7 

only to live it, but be able to teach your children this way of life as well, 
and make sure that while they are under your authority that they are living 
it. 

This morning Solomon is dealing with a theme that he repeats again and 
again in the book of Proverbs, because it is one that is a stumbling block 
to so many. It is the problem of sexual immorality. And because of the 
sexually charged society :in which we live today, you wtll want to pay close 
attention to what God says through His Word on how to avoid it. What we 
will look at is, 

Sexual immorality tvin lead to your downfaLl jf you fall into its 
clutches, but wisdom t.1iJl deliver you. 

I. 	 Yirst " Consider the Picture Solomon Paints of Sexual Temptation's 
Alluring Character, but Also What She Is Really Like (vv. 3-6). 
A. 	 Is Sexual Sin Something Which Is Tempting? You Had Bet tel' BeJieve 

It Is (v. 3), 
1. 	 Solomon writes, "FOR THE LIPS OF AN ADULTERESS DRIP HONEY, AND 

SMOOTHER THAN on IS HER SPEECH" (v. 3). 
a.. Literally, the Hebrew reads, "POR THE LIPS OF A FOREIGN 

WOMAN DRIP WITH FLOWING HONEY PROM THE COMB." 
b. 	 Notice first that she is called a. foreign woman. She is 

foreign because she is not yoUy wife, whether you are 
maTried or flOt. She is a stranger. You are not in a 
marriage covenant til.ith her. What she seeks, however, are 
the privileges of that covenant f"ithoutmarriage. 
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L. 	 She nJay be considered a literal woman who seeks to seduce 

you, or she may be 100ked at as a .symbol of sexllaJ 
.impllri .in tvhich case this appLies to you ladies as well 
who ~1ould be enticed by a strange man or she may be looked 
at as the oppos_1te of the virtuous lady wisdom. Lady 
wisdom seeks to lead you into the paths of Life, but the 
adulteress into the paths of death, 

d. 	 She ent.ices you Itlith sweet: words, words tvhich are powerfully 
alluring. They can easily persuade yO!! to comm_it sinful acts 
.if YOIl are not on your guard al:'.ainst them. 

e. 	 She is schoo.led we.ll by the delril, for he knows exactly what 
words to put into her mouth to right to your lusts. 

f. 	 Her speech is smoother than o.ii. If your consc.ience x.ises up 
to tell you that YOI1 are .-tuvo.lving yourself in something tha.t 
is dangerous, she has just the words to soothe your spirit. 

g. 	 She makes you think t:l1at you are going to taste the 
sweetness of her haney, but her sting is Like the bee, 
only a thousand times worse. 

2, 	 Sexua.l temptaLion Ls a powerful foye(:, perh;;'lps the most 
powe:rJ'ul that mankind l1as ever knmV11. 
a, God orig.ina.l1y made man and woman good. The attributes 

that He endowed them w.ith were for their mutual admiration 
and enjoyment. 

b. 	 But when sin entered into the picture it corrupted man's 
enjoyment of i~hem. Now they no .longer wanted to reserve 
that blessing for the bond of covenant marriage, but 
des_ired to pOllr out their own passions upon the oppasi te 
sex, and to use .:i t as a {.veapan to get wha t they want. 

c. 	 This has created many a stumbling block for men and women 
throughout tl1e ages. You need on.ly think of Judah and 
Tamar, Samson and DeLilah, and Dalrid and Bathsheba, how 
they fell into sexua.l sin, and what it cost tbem. 

d. 	 Since 111en are more susceptible to it than women, they are 
often the ones who fall into _it and .initiate it. And since 
many women know o[ t11eir affect aver men, they use it to 
exploit them. I think that it is for tbis reason that 
Salamon hf?re uses the example of a. woman temptress. 

B. 	 But for Those of You Who Are Tempted by Her, Consider What She Is 
Real.ly Like, and What Road You Win Have to Walk 011 in Order to Be 
With Her (vv. 4-6), 
1. 	 Sa.lomol1 says, "BUT IN THE END SHE IS BITTER AS WORMWOOD, SHARP 

AS A TWO-EDGED SWORD" (v. 4). 
a. 	 Wonm<1ood is a bitter p.lant that grows in tbe desert. It _is 

usuaLly used as a symbol of calamity and injust.ice (Unger 
1146). 

b. 	 Her words are sweet, but her taste Ls b_lt:ter. 
c. 	 Her speech is smoother than oil, but it conceals a sword 

which is lethaL 

2. 	 And lethal is what she is, "HER FEET GO DOWN TO DEATH, HER 
STEPS LAY HOLD OF SHEOL" (v. 5). 
a. 	 She .is on a path wh:icll leads to death. The steps tvhich she is 

walk_ll1g on take hoJd of the abode of the dead, They grasp 
onto it fast, so that she does not .move at all into tbe Pt:lth 
of .life. She does not J'ealize it, neither does she care. 

b. 	 But more .importantly. ne_ither does she care ~if you are on 
tbat path i.vith her. 
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3. 	 And so Solomon writes, "SHE DOES NOT PONDER THE PATH OF LIFE; 
HER WAYS ARE UNSTABLE, SHE DOES NOT KNOW IT" (v. 6). 
a. 	 Thi.c; indicates that sbe i.s ignorant of God IS ways of 

purity. Her ways are unstable because she walks in s_1n. 
But God will place her feet on unstable ground and crms£:: 
her to fall and that w.ithout remedy. The psalmist writes, 
"SUREDY THOU DOST SET THEM IN SLIPPERY PLACES; THOll DOST 
CAST THEN DOWN TO DESTRUCTION. HOW THEY ARE DESTROYED IN A 
MOMENT!" (Ps. 73:18--19£1). 

b. 	 A more plausible rendering of the verse into English, 
however, is represented by the King Jrunes l'e which 
reads "LEST THOU SHOULDEST PONDER THE PATH OF LIFE, HER 
WAYS ARE MOVb"'ABLE, THAT THOU CANST NOT KNOlV' THEN." 
(i) 	 This is more likely what is meant by the original 

Hebref¥. 
(ii) 	 In this case, she is still the temptress, stiJi the 

b.lack widm,7 spider seeking to keep you from finding 
your f.>78Y out of her web. But it is you whom she does 
not anow t.O med.itate on the patl1 of l.ife. 

(iii) 	 Charles Bridges, in his commentary on Proverbs, 
writes, "One feature of the tempter's wLliness is most 
remarkable. She winds herself in a thousand moveable 
ways, to meet the varying humours and circulTIstances 
(Chap. vii.21 ["WITH HER MANY PERSUASIONS SHE ENTICES 
HIM; WITH HER FLATTERING LIPS SHE' SEDUCES HIM. 
SUDDENLY HF FOLLOWS HER, AS AN OX GOES TO THE 
SLAUGHTER, OR AS ONE IN FETTERS TO THE DISCIPLINE OF A 
FOOL, UNTIL AN ARROW PIERCES THROUGH HIS LIVER; AS A 
BIRD HASTENS TO THE SNARE, SO HE DOES NOT KNOW THAT IT 
WILL COST HIM HIS LIFE" (Pl'01/. 7:21-22))); she ""(Jrks 
upon every t-leakness; seizes ellery unguarded moment 
an with one deeply-hidden object -- lest thou 
shouldest ponder the path of life. The checks of 
conscience must be diverted. No time must be given 
for reflection. The intrusion of one serious thought 
might break the spell, and open the way of escape (See 
Ps. cxix.59 ["I CONSIDERED MY WAYS, AND TURNED NY FEET 
TO THY TESTIl10NIES. "). Ezek. xviii.2B. Luke, [sic] 
xv.l?)" (57). 

(iv) 	 She keeps you in her spell so that you cannot escape. 

II. 	 Secondly, Cons.ider What W.iU Happen to You If .You Fall Into Her Trap 
(ilV. 	 9-14). 

A. 	 First, You Will Lose Nany Precious Years of Your Life. So.10111on 
wri tes, "LEST YOU G} VE YOUR VIGOR TO OTHERS, AND YOUR YEARS TO THE 
CRUEL ONE" (v. 9). 
1. 	 You '-I.i11 lose the years of your vigor, as Keil writes, "the 

years of youthful fulness of strength" (Proverbs 124). 
2. 	 And you will lose the later years as welJ to tl1e cruel one. 

a. 	 Keilwrites concerll.ing tbe .identity o[ this person, 
"The ancients referred it to death and the devil; but • 
[i t} • • • belongs to the covetous society, which impels 
ever anew to sin, (,;thieh is their profit, him who has once 
fallen into it, and thus brings bodily ruin upon h.im: they 
are tile peopJe f,;ho stand far aloof from this their 
sacriFice, and among them are the barbarous, rude, 
inexorably cruel monsters • • • , {¥ho .rest not un their 
victim is laid prostrate an the ground and ruined both 
bodiJy and final1cially" (24). 

http:xviii.2B
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b, 	 The authur o.f all cruelty is the devi.1, and whether U is 
his agents f.vl1O are re.ferred to, or he himself, the outcome 
is the same. You {iflJ1 10,se the most precious of al J of 
your possessions, the yea.rs of your life. 

B. 	 Second, Your Hard Earned Possessions Will Be Given to Others (v. 10). 
1. 	 Not only will you lose the best years of your lil'e in which to 

earn earthly goods, you will also lose those to otbers. 
2. 	 "LEST STRANGERS BE FILLED WITH YOUR STRENGTH, AND YOUR 


HARD-EARNED GOODS GO TO THE HOUSE OF AN ALIEN." 

a. 	 Othe:rs w.i11 possess what you have earned. 
b. 	 And your goods will end up in another's house, or, as the 

language cal1 a.lso mean, the hOllse of the foreign woman. 

C. 	 Third, You Will Lose Your HeaUh hr. 11). "AND YOU GROAN AT YOUR 
LATTER END, WHEN YOUR FLESH AND YOUR BODY ARE CONSUMED," 
1. 	 The groaning is from the sound of deep breathing due to the 

agony of the body wasting away. 
2., 	 It refers to a consumption wherc" fj,t-.st the _inte~rnal musc.le8 

decay, and thel1 the outside appearance, or beauty, .is marred 
the internal deCtlY (Ken 125). 

3. 	 Today, we see the effects of immorality in the mi.'lny venerea.l 
diseases, many of which are incurable. And we espec:iaJZy see 
the deteriorating effect of the .AIDS virus, as it slor.rly squeezes 
the .life out of its v.ictims. These diseases· are spread rna.iHly 
through sexua1 immorali ty. 

4, 	 And so, the apostle PallJ wr.ites, "FLEE IMMORALITY. EVERY 
OTHER SIN THAT .A MAN COMMITS IS OUTSIDE THE BODY, BUT THE 
nf1>fOP.A[,MAN SINS AGAINST HIS OWN BODY" (1 Cor. 6: 18). 

D. 	 Fourth, You Win Lose .in i.'l Great Measure Your Pride (v. 12-13). 
1. 	 You would not .listen to sound bib1.ica.1 teaching, and now YOII 

l1ave to pay the consequences, 
2, 	 You might say, a.s Solomon writes, "flOW I HAVE HATED 

INSTRUCTION! AND MY HEART SPURNED REPROOF! AND I HAVE NOT 
LISTENED TO THE VOICE OF MY TEACHERS, NOR INCLINED NY EAR T{) MY 
INSTRUCTORS! " 

3. 	 Yuu were too prideful ta listen to God as He warned YOll from 
His Word, and now He wilJ not listel1 to you. He says, "BECAUSE 
I CALLED, AND YOU REFUSED; I STRETCHED OUT NY HAND, AND NO ONE 
PAID ATTENTION; AND YOU NEGLECTED ALL MY COUNSEL, AND DID NOT 
WANT NY REPROOF; I ~IILL EVEN LAUGH AT YOUR CALAMITY; I WILL 
MOCK fllHEN YOUR DREAD COMES, W'rlEN YOUR DREAD COMES LIKE A 
STORM, AND YOUR CALAMITY COMES ON LIKE A WHIRLWIND, W'rlEN 
DISTRESS AND ANGUISH COME ON YOU. THEN THEY WILL CALL ON ME, 
BUT I WILL NOT ANSWER; THEY WILL SEEK NE DILIGENTLY, BUT THEY 
SHALL NOT FIND ME, BHCAUSE THEY HATBD KNOWLEDGE, AND DID NOT 
CHOOSE THE FEAR OF THE LORD, THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT MY COUNSEL, 
THEY SPURNED ALL MY REPROOF. SO THEY S'HALL EAT OF THE FRUIT 
OF THEIR OWN WAY, AND BE SATIATED WITH THEIR OWN DEVISES" 
(Prov. 1:24-·31). 

4. 	 It is good to be hum.bled, but not by destrucUon. Therefore, 
"HUMBLE YOURSELVES IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND HE WILL 
EXAL T YOU It (James 4: J 0 ) • 

E. 	 And Lastly, You May Very lfell Lose All that You Have With Respect 
1'0 Your Standing in tbe Covenant Communi ty as Well. "1 WAS ALMOST 
IN UTTER RUTN IN THE MIDST OF' TllE ASSEMBLY AND CONGREGATION" (v. 
H). 

http:fj,t-.st
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1. 	 .You must not forget that this is not addressed to the v"orid at 
large, but to the covenant community. 

2. 	 This is a book of covenantal instruction. How to live 
according to the w.in of God. This is borne out by t:/Je 
references to the assembly and the congregation, terms which 
refer to the gathering of God's people. 

3. 	 Falling into this kind of sin has destroyed many proi"essing 
believers forever. 

IILAnd So Lastly, Be Exhorted to Avoid the Adulteress, thf: Foreign 
fifomal1;. Whatever ELse You Do (vv. J·-2, 7-8). 

A. 	 HO'(,i Can You Do This? First by Learning God's Iif.isdom and His W.ill 
for Your Life (vv. 1-2, 7). Solomon wr.ites, liMY SON, GIVE 
ATTENTION 1'0 MY WISDOM, INCLINE YOUR EAR TO MY UNDERSTANDING; THAT 
YOU HAY OBSERVE DISCRETION, AND YOUR LIPS HAY RESERVE KNOWLEDGE•• 
• • NOW THEN, NY SONS. LISTEN TO ME, AND DO NOT DEPART FROM THE 
WORDS OF MY MOUTH." 
1. 	 Pay attention to the fiord of God and do not tnrn a deaf ear to 

.it. 
a. 	 Listen to it as .it is preached. to it as your 

pal~ents seek to teach it to you. 
b. 	 Learn to appreciate the beauty of godly knowledge, and 

store it up in your heart. 
c. 	 And especially pray that the Lord would incline your heart 

to His Word, for He is tTle only One who can give you a love 
for it. 

2" 	 And then do wl1a tit says. Observe it. 
a. 	 Aga..in, knowing it will do you no good unless you do .it. 
b. 	 Learning God's Word only makes you more guilty if you do 

not do wha.t it says. 
c. 	 Solomon wrote at the end of Eccies.iastes, "THE CONCLUSION, 

WHEN ALL H.4S BEEN HEARD, IS: FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS, BECAUSE THIS APPLIES 7'0 EVERY PERSON. FOR 
GOD WILL BRING EVERY ACT TO JUD(;MENT, EVERYTHING WHICH IS 
HIDDEN, wHETHER IT IS GOO]) OR EVIL" (12:13-14). 

d. 	 And James writes, "BUT PROVE YOURSELVES DOERS OF THE WORD, 
AND NOT MERELY HEARERS WHO DELUDE l'HENSELVES' (James 1:22). 

B. 	 And Lastly, You Must Stay Far Away from Temptation (v. 8). 
J. 	 "KEEP YOUR WAY FL4R FROM HER, AND DO NOT GO NEAR THE DOOR OF HER 

HOUSE, " 
a. 	 The best way to avo:id fa.lling into any trap is to not go 

near it. 
b. 	 Do not go (:0 places where you know that you will be 

tempted. 
c. 	 Do not spend time with members of the opposite sex alone. 

Nake sure that you have some for111 of chaperone, whether .it 
be spending time in a family situaUon. or a church 
gatheYing,," (gr a group of friends getting together.) 

d. 	 Do not put yourself in a place {-1here you will be tempted, 
and certain.ly do not put yourse.lf in a place where tbose 
temptations and your lusts win be able to give vent to 
themselves. 

2. 	 But especially avoid being like her. 
a. 	 The psa1m.-ist asks, "HOW CAN A YOUNG .MAN KEEP HIS lor her] 

WAY PlIRE? BY KEEPING IT ACCORDING TO THY WORD" (Psalm 
119:9). 
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b. 	 Be pure by living accord.ing to the will of the Lord, and 
not by the standards of the world, 

c. 	 Be pure in your thinking. Be pure in your conduc t. Trea t 
others of your awn age as family members. 
(i) 	 Paul tells Timothy that he SflOll.ld treat the younger 

women as s.isters .in all pur.ity (J Tim. 5:2). 
(ii) 	 You young men treat other yaung women your age <'1S 

sisteJ·s, ami do the things that will promote their 
spiritual and sexual purity, rather than exploit it. 

(:i:ii) 	 Think pure thoughts. Speak pure words. Be like 
Christ, and not like tlw young men of the world. 

(i11) 	 And you young ladies, treitt the other young men your 
age as brothers. You do the th~ings itS well that w.ill 
promote their spiritual and sexual purity. 

(v) 	 Speak in all purity. Think pure t11Oughts. But 
especial.ly, wear modest c1otiling. If there is 
anything that will stumbJe a YOllng man or old•.iL is a 
woman who wears clothing that shows of.f more of her 
God-given attributes than she S11OUld,. If" you wear 
immodest c10th:ing which shows off your breasts, your 
waist and hips, o:r your legs, or i.f you wear clothing 
that exposes areas of your body for all to see, you 
are sure to make others 

(vi) 	 In.stea.d, you shouJd put on a godly spirit, and help 
others be pure. Peter said'. "AND LET NOT YOUR 
ADORNNENT BE NERELY EXTERNAL -- BRAIDING THE HAIR, AND 
WEARING GOLD JEWELRY, OR PUTTING ON DRESSES; BUT l.ET 
IT BE THE HIDDEN PERSON OF THE HEART, WITH 71IE 
IMPERISHABLE QUALITY OF A GENTLE AND QUIET SPIRIT, 
WHICH IS PRECIOUS .IN THE SIGHT OF .GOD " (1 Peter 
3 ; 3 -4 ). drr-"';'; I 6L-i!cJt~ ck'...,,~ ",""("1. "'~ ,LtI&. ~ i-<.I't;.,.wIt4,-" ,,(; 

(vii) 	 Do not gain any advantage from the things which the 
Loyd has given to you through inciting the lusts of 
others. Instead, develop the inner purity of soul 
which .is beautiful in the eyes of the l.ord and .man. 

(viii) This applies to young and old alike. 

3. 	 People of God, this text calls us all to be sexually pure. 
a.. 	 Let us therefore be careful that we only do those tllings 

which promote th.is godly virtue, and be carefu.l to stay far 
fyom anything that wou.ld stumb.le our brothers and sisters, 
or that would stumble those in the world. 

b. 	 And Jet us also help one another be pure irl tlle eyes of the 
Lord by po:il1ting out to your brother or sister those things 
which they may be doing inadvertently to stumble others, 
through gentle and loving admonishment. 

c. 	 Paul wrote, HBRETHREN, EVEN IF A MAN IS CAUGHT IN ANY 
TRESPASS, YOU WHO ARE SPIRITUAL, RESTORE SUCH A ONE IN A 
SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS; /!''ACH ONE LOOKING TO YOURSELF, LEST 
YOU TOO BE TEMPTED. BEAR ONE .ANOTHER'S BURDENS, L4ND THUS 
FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRISTIt (Gal. 6:1-2). Amen. 
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