
“On Justification” 
(WCF 11:2-6) 

 
 
 
WCF 11.2  Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone 
instrument of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with 
all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love.   
II.  Main idea:  We are saved by faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone.   

A.  We have seen that we are saved by faith alone:   
1.  Faith is not the grounds of our justification:  It doesn’t earn our salvation.   
2.  It is the instrument of justification:   

a.  It is the only means by which we receive and rest on Christ and His righteousness.   
(i)  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).   
(ii)  “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law” (Rom. 

3:28).   
(iii)  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).   
 
b.  Edwards believed that it was improper to call faith the instrument, but saw it rather as the act 

of resting in Christ itself.   
c.  Either way, it is the only means that can entirely exclude works.   
 

2.  But though we are saved by faith alone, this doesn’t mean that our faith will be alone.   
a.  Saving faith also includes all other saving graces.   

(i)  As we will see in chapter 13, sanctification will follow justification.   
(ii)  Saving faith is a living and active faith.   
(iii)  It is something that works by love – as we’ve seen in the evening sermons – love is the 

primary fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:6).   
 

b.  Faith will produce works; it makes a difference in the way we live.   
(i)  “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself” (James 2:17).   
(ii)  “You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 

perfected” (v. 22).   
(iii)  “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (v. 26).   

 
WCF 11.3  Christ, by His obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus 
justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to His Father's justice in their behalf.  
Yet, inasmuch as He was given by the Father for them, and His obedience and satisfaction accepted 
in their stead, and both, freely, not for anything in them, their justification is only of free grace; 
that both the exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.   
III.  Main idea:  Jesus, in His work, glorified both the justice and grace of God.   

A.  Christ’s work fully satisfied His Father’s justice that His justice might be glorified.   
1.  He provided the obedience we could not and paid for our sins on the cross.   

a.  He obeyed for us:  “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19).   

b.  He died for us:  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were 
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reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:9-10).   

 
2.  In doing so, He provided precisely what was necessary to glorify God’s justice.   

a.  He fully satisfied God’s justice:   
(i)  The Father cannot give heaven to those who deserve hell without a just basis.   
(ii)  Through the vicarious work of Christ, He has provided that just basis.   
 

b.  Through His work, Jesus showed us that God is just and One who takes justice very 
seriously.   
(i)  Unless Jesus had fulfilled the requirement of the Law and made an atonement, 

justification and the resulting salvation could not be possible.   
(ii)  This is one of the reasons why Jesus was publicly crucified:  that God might show He 

had a just basis for forgiving the sins of those before Christ, as well as after.   
(iii)  “Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 

demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the 
sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the 
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:25-26).   

 
B.  Christ was given to us freely that God’s grace might be glorified.   

1.  The Father gave Him freely:  “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us 
all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).   

2.  Jesus freely obeyed and laid down His life:  “And walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and 
gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma” (Eph. 5:2).   

3.  The Father freely accepted His obedience and atonement in our place:  “Being justified as a gift 
by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24).   

4.  Since our salvation is purely of God’s grace, His grace is glorified:   
a.  “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7).   
b.  “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  

Amen” (Rom. 11:36).   
 
WCF 11.4  God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect; and Christ did, in the fullness of 
time, die for their sins, and rise again for their justification nevertheless, they are not justified, until 
the Holy Spirit doth, in due time, actually apply Christ unto them.   
IV.  Main idea:  We are not justified until the Spirit applies Christ to us.   

A.  God had determined to justify the elect in Christ from all eternity.   
1.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:3-4).   

2.  “And these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; 
and these whom He justified, He also glorified” (Rom. 8:30).   

3.  Therefore, our justification was certain to take place.   
 
B.  Christ, at His Father’s appointed time, completed His work providing the meritorious grounds for 

our justification.   
1.  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   
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2.  “He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25).   

3.  Christ actually accomplished our justification nearly 2000 years ago.   
 
C.  However, we were not actually justified until the Spirit applied Christ to us in God’s appointed 

time.   
1.  “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He 

has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach” (Col. 1:21-22).   

2.  “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not 
on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7).   

3.  We were not justified from all eternity, but it was certain from all eternity that in God’s 
appointed time, we would be.   

 
WCF 11.5  God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified; and, although they can 
never fall from the state of justification, yet they may, by their sins, fall under God's fatherly 
displeasure, and not have the light of His countenance restored unto them, until they humble 
themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their faith and repentance.   
V.  Main idea:  We cannot lose our justification, but our sins can bring God’s discipline.   

A.  God continually forgives our sins; we can never fall from the state of justification.   
1.  As a general rule, we will walk in obedience.  If we do, we are saved and that the blood of 

Christ is cleansing us:   
a.  “But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no 
sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:7-9).   

b.  But even when we don’t for a time, we are still forgiven:  “For by one offering He has 
perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14).   

 
2.  This is to say that we cannot lose our salvation; we will persevere to the end by His grace:   

a.  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom 
He justified, He also glorified” (Rom. 8:29-30).   

b.  “And I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out 
of My hand” (John 10:28).   

 
B.  But there will be times when we sin and fall under His discipline.   

1.  He will not disown us, but He may hide from us, so that we don’t see His face of blessing.   
a.  “If they violate My statutes and do not keep My commandments, then I will punish their 

transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes. But I will not break off My 
lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness” (Psalm 89:31-33).   

b.  “For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  But if we judged 
ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.  But when we are judged, we are disciplined by 
the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world” (1 Cor. 11:30-32).   
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c.  “Do not cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit” (Psalm 51:11-
12).   

 
2.  The way to have the blessing of communion with Him restored is:   

a.  By humbling ourselves, grieving over and confessing our sins:   
(i)  “And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, ‘Before a rooster crows, you will 

deny Me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:75).   
(ii)  “I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess 

my transgressions to the Lord’; and You forgave the guilt of my sin” (Psalm 32:5).   
(iii)  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).   
 

b.  By asking His forgiveness:   
(i)  “Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; and deliver us and forgive 

our sins for Your name's sake” (Psalm 79:9).   
(ii)  “Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness, let the bones which You have broken rejoice. Hide 
Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities” (Psalm 51:7-9).   

 
c.  And by renewing our faith and repentance/obedience:  “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from Your presence and do not 
take Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with 
a willing spirit” (Psalm 51:10-12).   

 
WCF 11.6  The justification of believers under the Old Testament was, in all these respects, one and 
the same with the justification of believers under the New Testament.   
VI.  Main idea:  Justification was no different under the Old Covenant than in the New.   

A.  Old Covenant believers were saved through faith in the Messiah who was coming.   
1.  “Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6).   
2.  “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56).   
3.  Old Covenant believers were not placed in a compartment of hell or in a place parallel with hell 

until Christ died – they were justified and entered into heaven at death.   
 

B.  New Covenant believers are saved in the same way.   
1.  “So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer” (Gal. 3:9).   
2.  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, 

‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” 
(Gal. 3:13-14).   

3.  “Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness. Now not for his sake only was it written 
that it was credited to him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who 
believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead” (Romans 4:22-24).   


