
“WCF 11:  On Justification” 
 
 
 

WCF 11.1  Those whom God effectually calleth He also freely justifieth; not by infusing righteousness 
into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous: 
not for anything wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone: nor by imputing faith 
itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience, to them as their righteousness; but by 
imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on Him and 
His righteousness, by faith: which faith they have not of themselves; it is the gift of God.   
I.  Main idea:  The meritorious basis of our justification is not found in us, but in Christ alone, and is 

received by faith alone.   
A.  What is justification?   

1.  “Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as 
righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith 
alone” (SC 33).   

2.  It is being declared to be just before God – just as though I have never sinned, and just as though I 
have always done everything right – not on the basis of my righteousness, but on the basis of 
Christ’s.   

 
B.  What error should we avoid in understanding justification?  That we are justified by something we do 

or become with or without His grace.   
1.  We are not justified by our works before conversion, or those done after our conversion (some 

Arminians):   
a.  “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” 

(Rom. 11:6; italics added).   
b.  “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 
that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 
from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 
God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:8-9; italics added).   

c.  We cannot justify ourselves through our own works (Pelagian).   
d.  We cannot keep ourselves justified through our works (Arminian).   
 

2.  We are not justified through the act of believing (some Arminians):   
a.  “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

credited as righteousness” (Rom. 4:5; italics added).   
b.  We’ll see what this means below.   

 
3.  God does not infuse/pour righteousness into us to justify us (Roman Catholic):   

a.  Roman Catholics believe we must be personally just before God can declare us just, otherwise 
we make God a liar and justification a legal fiction.   

b.  But Paul tells us that we are justified by a righteousness that is not ours, so that personally we 
are still ungodly:  “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Rom. 4:5; italics added).   

c.  How do we avoid making God a liar?  Why is the Protestant idea of justification not a legal 
fiction?  Though we have no righteousness of our own, we are clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ.   

 
C.  How should we understand justification?  We are justified by Christ’s righteousness alone imputed to 

us.  
1.  Through the forgiveness of our sins by Christ’s death on the cross:   

a.  To be just in God’s eyes, we must not be guilty of having committed any sin.   
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b.  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).   

 
2.  Through the imputation of His righteousness that He earned while on earth:   

a.  To be just in God’s eyes, we must have done everything perfectly right.   
b.  “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 
that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 
from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 
God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:8-9; italics added).   

c.  “So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through 
one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one 
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the 
many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:18).   
(i)  We are justified by an alien righteousness:  it is not ours, but Christ’s.   
(ii)  Once we have it, and our sins forgiven, God considers us to be, and accepts us as, righteous.   
(iii)  And this righteousness entitles us to heaven.   

 
D.  How do we receive Christ’s righteousness so that our justification is by grace alone?  How can we 

avoid making even faith a work that saves us?   
1.  Since works are definitely excluded, justification must be received as a gift.   

a.  “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” 
(Rom. 11:6).   

b.  “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9; italics added).   

 
2.  The only way this gift can be received apart from works, is through faith.  We can understand this,  

a.  First, by understanding what faith is:   
(i)  Faith is not a righteous act that earns justification.   
(ii)  Faith is a looking away from yourself and your merits entirely to Christ and His 

righteousness.   
(iii)  Faith receives what Christ has done, trusts in Him and His merits to justify.   
 

b.  Second, by understanding that faith itself is a gift (Cf. Eph. 2:8-9):   
(i)  Faith is given sovereignly by God to everyone whom He effectually calls:  “And these 

whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified” (Rom. 8:30; italics added).   

(ii)  But even though faith is a gift, it is not a gift that justifies on the grounds of its own merits 
or its possession.    

 
c.  Faith gives us the means to receive Christ and His righteousness.   

(i)  “Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith 
in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be 
justified” (Gal. 2:16).   

(ii)  “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according 
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His 
grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7).   

(iii)  “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, ‘Let him who 
boasts, boast in the Lord’” (1 Cor. 1:30-31).   


