
“Justification by Grace through Faith Alone” 
(Isaiah 55:1-7)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We have been considering that of all the evidences of grace that Scripture gives, how 

we live is the best mark that we are soundly converted believers, for the following 

reasons:   

a.  This is why God gave us grace – to reverse the effects of the Fall and make us 

godly (Eph. 2:10) – why He gave us faith, that it might produce works (James 

2:22).   

b.  As the love He puts in our hearts moves us towards acts of love, the many graces 

that flow from love all move us in the same direction (John 4:21).   

c.  In regeneration, He changes our nature, turning us back from a bad tree into a good 

tree (Matt. 7:16-20), the evidence being that we bear good fruit (Prov. 4:23).   

d.  This is why it is our fruit that will be examined on the Day of Judgment, not what 

we profess, think or desire (Matt. 25).   

e.  Grace not only makes us think holy thoughts and desire to do holy things, it 

actually moves us to do those things:  to love God most of all, and to love our 

neighbor as ourselves (Matt. 22:36-40).   

 

2.  And so if you want to know whether or not you’re a true believer, examine your life:   

a.  Do you love God?  Does your life show that you do by the way you live.   

b.  Do you love your neighbor?  Does that love work itself out in your service to the 

saints and to your fellow man?   

c.  When you see this in your life and know you are motivated by genuine love to God, 

then you can know that you are a true believer.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  At this point, an interesting question arises:  If this is so plain in Scripture – that our 

works are the best evidence that we are saved – then why are there so many 

theologians and pastors who deny this and teach that works aren’t necessary, even as 

the evidence of justification?   

a.  It’s because they believe that to add works to salvation at any level – to say that 

you must be sanctified or that works must necessarily follow in your experience if 

you are truly justified – is to add works to justification and to destroy the Gospel of 

free grace.   

b.  In their zeal for what they believe is right, they actually end up destroying the 

Gospel by removing works all together.   

(i)  It’s true if you believe that you must work to be declared just by God you have 

destroyed the Gospel:  faith + works = justification is a serious error.   

(ii)  But you also destroy the Gospel if you leave works out of the picture:  faith = 

justification without works is equally serious.   
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(iii)  The Bible teaches that saving faith = justification + works:  those works must 

be there, they will follow or you are not justified.   

(iv)  Works are absolutely necessary, as necessary as they were under the Covenant 

of Works, but for a different reason.   

 

2.  This is what we’ll consider for a few moments this evening:  does the teaching that a 

holy life must follow justification turn free grace into legalism?  The answer of course 

is no, for several reasons.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, a holy life as the evidence of justification is not opposed to the Gospel of 

justification by free grace alone.   

1.  It’s when we begin to believe that our works somehow purchase or add to God’s 

justification, and are not merely the sign of that justification, that we turn the Gospel 

of free grace into legalism.   

a.  When the beggar looks at the money in his hands as the evidence of the kindness of 

the one who gave it to him, does that mean the one who gave it to him was not 

gracious?  Of course not.   

b.  But if he looks at that money as the price he must pay to buy the kindness of the 

giver then it becomes works.   

c.  The Bible teaches us that if God has placed grace in our hands – or more accurately 

in our hearts – there will be a change in the way we live.  That change is not a work 

we do that draws God’s heart down to us, it’s the evidence that His love has already 

been directed towards us.   

 

2.  The Bible does not teach that God’s free grace won’t change our lives.  It simply 

teaches that there’s nothing we can do to make Him give us that grace that makes us 

holy.   

a.  Free grace reminds us that God shows mercy to those who don’t deserve it, that He 

gives a great gift to those who haven’t earned it, purely out of His infinite love.   

b.  It reminds us that God justifies the ungodly, those who haven’t done anything 

good, that there is nothing in us that can make us acceptable to God; that we are 

justified only by the righteousness of Christ and not our own righteousness, as Paul 

writes, “Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what 

is due.  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Rom. 4:4-5).   

c.  The fact that our works do not earn our justification doesn’t mean that they can’t be 

the evidence that we have been justified.   

 

B.  Second, if a holy life can’t be the evidence of justification because it destroys the Gospel 

by adding works, then this would be equally true of any other mark to which we might 

point.   

1.  No one seems to have a problem with other evidences, such as a prayer of faith asking 

for God’s mercy, love for God, or humility for sin.   

2.  But how is this different than holiness?   
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a.  God doesn’t save us because we pray to Him, or because we believe in Him, or 

because we love Him, or because we humble ourselves before Him.  

b.  If He did, then these would be the works we do that make God justify us.   

(i)  This is the Arminian problem:  They believe we are all capable of doing these 

things, and if we will just do them, we will be saved.   

(ii)  If this is what they really believe, then they are legalists.   

 

3.  All these things – sincere prayer, faith, love and humility – are not works we do to be 

justified, they are the fruits of regeneration.   

a.  They are evidences of God’s mercy in our lives, just as our works are.   

b.  Faith happens to be the particular fruit that justifies us – not because it’s a work we 

do to make God accept us, but because it looks away from all our works to Christ’s 

work alone to justify us.   

c.  If you can’t use works as evidence – which are the visible fruits of these Spirit 

created virtues – then you can’t use these particular fruits either.   

 

4.  But of course you can use them – all of them.   

a.  A genuine faith, love, humility are all marks of regeneration:  but works are the 

evidence of these marks.   

b.  If looking at our works as evidence that we are justified makes us guilty of 

legalism, then James is guilty as well who said that Abraham’s claim to have 

justifying faith was proved to be true by his works.   

 

C.  Third, there are several places where the Word of God combines free grace with the 

absolute necessity of a holy life.  In other words, the Spirit of God did not believe that 

justification by grace through faith alone and the evidence of a holy life were 

contradictory to one another.   

1.  We read in Revelation 21:6-7, “Then He said to me, ‘It is done.  I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give to the one who thirsts from the 

spring of the water of life without cost.  He who overcomes will inherit these things, 

and I will be his God and he will be My son.’”   

a.  Here Jesus clearly offers His salvation here freely:  “I will give to the one who 

thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.”   

b.  But He just as clearly tells us it will make a difference in the way we live:  “He 

who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My 

son.”   

 

2.  We read a little later in the same book:   

a.  Of the free offer of salvation:  “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’  And let the 

one who hears say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 

wishes take the water of life without cost” (22:17).   

b.  But we read again of the works that will necessarily follow if we receive that offer:  

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree 

of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs and the 

sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and 

everyone who loves and practices lying” (vv. 14-15).   
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3.  Jesus near the beginning of the book:   

a.  Speaks of His offer of free grace:  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, 

and he with Me” (3:20).   

b.  But also of the condition:  “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with 

Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” 

(v. 21).   

c.  Remember, in the Gospel of free grace, God gives that condition.   

 

4.  Jesus says in Matthew 11:28:   

a.  “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  This is 

free grace.   

b.  But then He says, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My 

burden is light” (vv. 29-30).   

 

5.  This is the same thing we saw in our text:   

a.  “Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money 

come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost” 

(Isa. 55:1).   

b.  But there is the condition, “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 

man his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He will have compassion on 

him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (v. 7).   

c.  Compare also Isa. 1:16-18; Prov. 9:4-6.   

 

6.  John, by the inspiration of the Spirit of God, tells us as plainly as can be said, “The 

one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a 

liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God 

has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him” (1 John 2:4-5).   

a.  God’s free grace in the Gospel and a holy life are not inconsistent.   

b.  It’s not legalism to say that a holy life is the best evidence of having a sincere faith.   

c.  It doesn’t contradict the teaching that we are saved by grace alone through faith, 

apart from the works of the Law.   

d.  It doesn’t take away from God’s sovereignty – we don’t believe anyone can live 

this kind of life and force God to choose them.   

e.  It doesn’t take away from the work of Christ as our Mediator or from our 

dependence on Him:  we are absolutely dependent on Him both for justification and 

sanctification.   

f.  It doesn’t take away from God’s glory, or exalt us.   

 

7.  Those who deny that works are the evidence of our justification are the ones who are 

inconsistent with Scripture, who have destroyed the Gospel:   

a.  We have no right to preach anything other than what God has said:  “Every word of 

God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  Do not add to His 

words or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar” (Prov. 30:5-6).   
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b.  We must never trust our own wisdom or that of any man or of any philosophy.   

(i)  We know very little about the nature of the soul or the secrets of the heart.   

(ii)  There are many ways that our affections can be moved apart from the Lord’s 

saving work:  our imagination, natural disposition, education, the common work 

of the Spirit, an unusual coincidence of circumstances, as well as demonic 

spirits.   

(iii)  We must depend on God’s Word.  God has His own reason for insisting on the 

things He does and gives them to us to try ourselves.  He knows us better than 

we know ourselves.  He knows how He works and why.  He knows the path of 

safety.  And so we must listen to Him.   

 

8.  Let me close this series with a final statement of Edwards:  “And therefore it is our 

wisdom not to take his work out of his hands; but to follow him, and lay the stress of 

the judgment of ourselves there, where he has directed us.  If we do otherwise, no 

wonder if we are bewildered, confounded, and fatally deluded.  But if we had got into 

the way of looking chiefly at those things which Christ, his apostles, and prophets 

chiefly insisted on—while judging of ourselves and others, chiefly regarding practical 

exercises and effects of grace, not neglecting other things—it would have been of 

manifold happy consequence.  This would above all things tend to the conviction of 

deluded hypocrites, and to prevent the delusion of those whose hearts were never 

brought to a thorough compliance with the strait and narrow way which leads to life.  

It would tend to deliver us from innumerable perplexities, arising from various 

inconsistent schemes about methods and steps of experience; it would greatly tend to 

prevent professors neglecting strictness of life, and tend to promote their engagedness 

and earnestness in their Christian walk; and it would become fashionable for men to 

show their Christianity, more by an amiable distinguished behaviour, than by an 

abundant and excessive declaring of their experiences.  We should then get into the 

way of appearing lively in religion, more by being lively in the service of God and our 

generation, than by the forwardness of our tongues, and making a business of 

proclaiming on the house-tops the holy and eminent acts and exercises of our own 

hearts.  Then Christians who are intimate friends, would talk together of their 

experiences and comforts, in a manner better becoming Christian humility and 

modesty, and more to each other’s profit; their tongues not running before their hands 

and feet, after the prudent example of the blessed apostle, 2 Cor. xii. 6.  Many 

occasions of spiritual pride would be cut off, and so a great door shut against the devil; 

and a great many of the main stumbling-blocks against experimental and powerful 

religion would be removed.  Religion would be declared and manifested in such a way 

as—instead of hardening spectators, and exceedingly promoting infidelity and 

atheism—would above all things tend to convince men that there is a reality in 

religion, and greatly awaken them, and win them, by convincing their consciences of 

the importance and excellency of religion.  Thus the light of professors would so shine 

before men, that others seeing their good works, would glorify their Father which is in 

heaven!”  To this, we should say, Amen.   


