
“Judgment on Israel, Part 4” 

(Mark 13:24-27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  So far we’ve seen:   

1.  That what Jesus said in the Olivet Discourse  

a.  Was directed to the disciples  

b.  In answer to their question  

c.  Of when the temple that existed in their time  

d.  Would be destroyed.   

 

2.  Jesus told them what to look for  

a.  Just prior to its destruction –  

b.  False Christs, wars, rumors of wars,  

c.  Earthquakes, famines,  

d.  And the Gospel being preached to all nations.   

 

3.  He told them what would signal  

a.  That its destruction was imminent:   

b.  The Abomination of Desolation –  

c.  Which, as we saw,  

(i)  Is not the Antichrist setting up his image  

(ii)  In a temple that would be built sometime in the future,  

(iii)  But the Roman armies surrounding Jerusalem  

(iv)  Just before they destroyed the city  

(v)  And the temple that was there.   

 

d.  When they saw Jerusalem surrounded  

(i)  They were immediately to run to the mountains  

(ii)  Or they would be trapped in the worst situation  

(iii)  That anyone ever has or ever will endure –  

(iv)  Aside from hell, of course.   

 

4.  Jesus was warning them  

a.  So they could escape.   

b.  What He was speaking of  

c.  Was going to affect them – not us.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  We come now to what Jesus said would happen after the tribulation of those 

days.   

a.  This section more than any other  

(i)  Might tempt us to think  

(ii)  That Jesus was speaking about our future.   
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(a)  The sun and moon would be darkened.   

(b)  The stars would fall from the sky.  

(c)  The Son of Man would be seen coming on the clouds  

(d)  And He would send His angels to gather His elect.   

 

b.  Here’s where we need  

(i)  To be reminded again of the time frames.   

(ii)  Jesus tells us in verse 30, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not 

pass away until all these things take place.”   

(iii)  Whatever He’s speaking of here  

(a)  Must have taken place within the lifespan  

(b)  Of those living when Jesus spoke these words.   

 

(iv)  More specifically, it must have happened in 70 AD.   

(a)  He says these things will happen “in those days, after that tribulation.”   

(b)  In Matthew, He says “immediately after the tribulation of those days.”   

(c)  What was He talking about?   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider three things:   

a.  What Jesus meant by these changes in the heavens.   

b.  What He meant by the Son of Man coming in the clouds.   

c.  And what He meant by sending His angels to gather His elect.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what did Jesus mean by the changes in the heavens?  “But in those days, 

after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON WILL 

NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven, 

and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.”   

1.  Again, we need to take into account  

a.  That whatever Jesus was speaking about,  

b.  It would happen immediately  

c.  After the Tribulation of those days.   

d.  Was there anything like this  

(i)  That happened in conjunction with  

(ii)  The destruction of the Temple?   

(iii)  The answer, of course, is yes.   

(iv)  But to see it, we need first to understand what He meant.   

 

2.  Like in the book of Revelation,  

a.  Jesus draws on OT imagery to make His point,  

(i)  With language they would be familiar with.   

(ii)  This would strike them differently than us.   

 

b.  What would this mean to them?   

(i)  Imagery of this kind was used  

(ii)  Several times in the OT  
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(iii)  To refer to the overthrow of a political power.   

(a)  We’ve already seen one example  

(1)  In the overthrow of Babylon.   

(2)  In Isaiah 13:19, we read, “And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, 

the glory of the Chaldeans’ pride, will be as when God overthrew 

Sodom and Gomorrah.”   

(3)  What would happen when the Lord overthrew it?   

(4)  “For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth 

their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not 

shed its light” (v. 10).   

 

(b)  Similar language is used in God’s judgment against Egypt.  The Lord 

says to Ezekiel, “Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king 

of Egypt and say to him, ‘You compared yourself to a young lion of the 

nations, yet you are like the monster in the seas; and you burst forth in 

your rivers and muddied the waters with your feet and fouled their 

rivers.’  Thus says the Lord God, ‘Now I will spread My net over you 

with a company of many peoples, and they shall lift you up in My net.  

I will leave you on the land; I will cast you on the open field.  And I 

will cause all the birds of the heavens to dwell on you, and I will satisfy 

the beasts of the whole earth with you.  I will lay your flesh on the 

mountains and fill the valleys with your refuse.  I will also make the 

land drink the discharge of your blood as far as the mountains, and the 

ravines will be full of you.  And when I extinguish you, I will cover the 

heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and 

the moon will not give its light.  All the shining lights in the heavens I 

will darken over you and will set darkness on your land,’ declares the 

Lord God” (32:2-8; cf. also Isa. 34:1-10; Jer. 4:14-24; and Joel 2:10-

11).   

 

(iv)  Judgment on both these nations  

(a)  Was accompanied by a darkening of the sun, moon and stars.   

(b)  Were they literally darkened?   

(1)  More likely this was symbolic:   

(2)  God gives light as a blessing to the nations.   

(3)  But in judgment, He removes it.   

 

(v)  Another possibility in our text is that the Lord was using  

(a)  The sun, moon and stars to refer to Israel in particular,  

(b)  As He did in Joseph’s dream (Gen. 37:9),  

(c)  And as He does in Revelation 12:1.   

 

(vi)  In either case, the darkening of the heavens has to do with the overthrow 

of Israel.   

(a)  After the Tribulation of those days,  

(b)  Jerusalem will be overthrown,  
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(c)  Which is exactly what happened.   

 

B.  Second, what did He mean by the Son of Man coming in the clouds?  “Then they 

will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory” 

(v. 26).   

1.  Here is a second sign they would see  

a.  After the tribulation of those days.   

b.  What does it mean?   

 

2.  Jesus told His disciples earlier  

a.  To watch out for those claiming to be the Messiah  

b.  Both before and during the tribulation.   

c.  The way they knew it wouldn’t be Him  

(i)  Was that His coming would be clearly seen by all.   

(ii)  We read in Matthew 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of man will 

appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they 

will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and 

great glory.”   

 

d.  We saw last week in the evening service  

(i)  That the same language is used in Revelation 1:7, “BEHOLD, HE IS 

COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those 

who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  So 

it is to be.  Amen.”   

(ii)  This was Jesus’ judgment against the Jews.   

(a)  He wanted all the Jews – those who pierced Him,  

(b)  All the tribes of the land –  

(c)  To see and know it was Him.   

 

e.  This Desolation of the Temple,  

(i)  This tribulation would be the proof to them  

(ii)  That He was who He claimed to be:  the Messiah.   

 

3.  Does this mean He returned bodily in 70 AD?  No.   

a.  His coming in the clouds  

b.  Is figurative of His coming in judgment.   

(i)  Again, this is how the Lord in the Old Covenant  

(ii)  Often represented Himself coming to judge a nation:   

(iii)  As riding on the clouds.   

(a)  Isaiah writes in 10:1, “The oracle concerning Egypt.  Behold, the Lord 

is riding on a swift cloud and is about to come to Egypt; the idols of 

Egypt will tremble at His presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will 

melt within them” (Isa. 19:1).   

(b)  Ezekiel writes, “For the day is near, even the day of the Lord is near; 

it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.  A sword will 

come upon Egypt, and anguish will be in Ethiopia; when the slain fall 
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in Egypt, they take away her wealth, and her foundations are torn 

down” (Ezek. 30:3-4).   

(c)  When the Lord came to deliver David from Saul, he writes, “He rode 

upon a cherub and flew; and He sped upon the wings of the wind.  He 

made darkness His hiding place, His canopy around Him, darkness of 

waters, thick clouds of the skies.  From the brightness before Him 

passed His thick clouds, hailstones and coals of fire” (Psalm 18:10-12).   

 

(iv)  In each of these cases, did the Lord literally come down on a cloud?   

(a)  No.  This is figurative language.   

(b)  The Lord doesn’t ride on clouds.   

(c)  The clouds represent a stormy destruction about to fall.   

 

(v)  When Jesus told the high priest  

(a)  And the whole assembly gathered in judgment against Him,  

(b)  “You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and 

coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64),  

(c)  What He meant was that they would live to see this judgment.   

(d)  Again, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 

these things take place” (v. 30).   

(e)  “BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye 

will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn over Him” (Rev. 1:7).   

(f)  John Lightfoot writes, “Then shall the Son of man give a proof of 

himself, whom they would not before acknowledge:  as proof, indeed, 

not in any visible figure, but in vengeance and judgment so visible, that 

all the tribes of the earth shall be forced to acknowledge him the 

avenger.  The Jews would not know him:  now they shall know him, 

whether they will or no, Isaiah 26:11.  Many times they asked of him a 

sign:  now a sign shall appear, that he is the true Messiah, whom they 

despised, derided, and crucified, namely, his signal vengeance and fury, 

such as never any nation felt from the first foundations of the world” 

(Gospels, Matt. 24:30).   

 

C.  Finally, what did Jesus mean by the sending of His angels to gather His elect?  

“And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the 

four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven” (v. 27).   

1.  Is this the Second Coming, the raising of the dead, the rapture of the living?   

a.  Again, because of its similarity  

(i)  To what Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4,  

(ii)  Many believe it is.   

 

b.  But this can’t be the case.   

(i)  These things were to happen  

(ii)  Immediately after the tribulation of those days.   

(iii)  That generation then living would see this happen.   
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(iv)  So what could this mean?   

 

c.  It most likely has to do with the evangelization of the world  

(i)  That began to take place after the fall of Jerusalem  

(ii)  And has been continuing to the present day.   

 

2.  But what about the trumpets?   

a.  Don’t the trumpets indicate  

b.  That this is the Second Coming?   

c.  Not necessarily.   

(i)  Trumpets have to do with gatherings.   

(ii)  When the tribes of Israel were gathered  

(iii)  It was done through trumpets.   

(a)  The Lord said, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘In the seventh 

month on the first of the month you shall have a rest, a reminder by 

blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation’” (Lev. 23:24).   

(b)  The psalmist writes, “Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full 

moon, on our feast day.  For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of the 

God of Jacob” (Ps. 81:3-4).   

 

(iv)  The sounding of the trumpets  

(a)  Simply means the Lord is calling His elect to Himself  

(b)  Through the Gospel.   

 

3.  But what about the angels  

a.  Who are sent to gather the elect?   

b.  Doesn’t this refer to the Second Coming?   

(i)  As you probably know already  

(a)  The word “angel” doesn’t always refer  

(1)  To the spiritual beings the Lord created  

(2)  To minister to those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14).   

 

(b)  It can refer to anyone who is sent  

(1)  Whether man or spirit.   

(2)  For instance, we read in Luke,  

(3)  “When the messengers (or angels) of John had left, He began to 

speak to the crowds about John . . .” (7:24).   

(4)  The word angel can refer to men.   

 

(c)  This is how Lightfoot explains this:  “When Jerusalem shall be 

reduced to ashes, and that wicked nation cut off and rejected, then shall 

the Son of man send His ministers with the trumpet of the Gospel, and 

they shall gather His elect of the several nations, from the four corners 

of heaven:  so that God shall not want a Church, although that ancient 

people of His be rejected and cast off:  but that ancient Jewish Church 
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being destroyed, a new Church shall be called out of the Gentiles” 

(JFB).   

 

4.  Language similar to the Second Coming is used here  

a.  Because something similar is taking place:   

(i)  After the Lord would judge His Old Covenant Church  

(ii)  For rejecting His Son,  

(iii)  He would send His messengers  

(iv)  Armed with the Gospel  

(v)  To gather His elect together  

(vi)  From all the nations of the earth  

(vii)  To establish a new church –  

(viii)  One made up of believing Jews and Gentiles.   

 

b.  That mission, by the way,  

(i)  Has not yet been accomplished.   

(a)  The Lord is still gathering His people  

(b)  From the four corners of the earth  

(c)  Through His church – through you and me.   

 

(ii)  And so there is continuing application of this passage to today:   

(a)  The Lord saved you  

(1)  That you might be the means of saving others.   

(2)  The fact that He hasn’t come again yet  

(3)  Means there are still those to gather in.   

 

(b)  What a tremendous privilege  

(1)  To be the messengers of His salvation.   

(2)  May He give us all the grace  

(3)  To do the very best we can for His glory.   

 

c.  If you don’t know the Lord this morning remember  

(i)  That the Lord is gathering those  

(ii)  Who will be kept safe in the judgment.   

(iii)  If you want to be safe,  

(iv)  You must come to Him.   

(v)  If you haven’t, I encourage you to do so now.   

(vi)  May He give you His grace that you might.  Amen.   
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