
“Judgment on Israel, Part 3” 

(Mark 13:14-23) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  We’ve seen so far  

1.  That in this chapter  

a.  Jesus is speaking about what was about to come on Israel then,  

b.  Not what would come on them in our future:   

(i)  He was answering His disciples’ question  

(ii)  Regarding when the Temple of that day would be destroyed.   

(a)  He told them what they should look for,  

(b)  What they should do when it comes,  

(c)  And how they should be ready for it.   

 

(iii)  He told them that the generation they were living in  

(a)  Would not pass away  

(b)  Until all the things He was speaking of took place (v. 30).   

 

(iv)  That this was His judgment on Israel  

(v)  For their rejection of Him (Matt. 23:33-38).   

 

2.  Jesus began by telling them the signs  

a.  That these events were about to take place:   

(i)  There would be false Christs, wars,  

(ii)  Famines, earthquakes, persecutions,  

(iii)  And that the Gospel would be preached  

(iv)  In the whole world, or Roman empire.   

(v)  These were in fact fulfilled.   

 

b.  But He also gave them the promise  

(i)  That even though times would be tough,  

(ii)  If they endured to the end – by His grace –  

(iii)  They would be saved.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus now moves on to tell them  

a.  The signs that it has arrived:   

b.  The Abomination of Desolation.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  What the Abomination of Desolation is/was.   

b.  Why Jesus warned them to run when they saw it.   

c.  And the promise of hope that Jesus gave them.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is/was the Abomination of Desolation?   

1.  The Abomination of Desolation would be the signal (vv. 14-18).   

a.  When they saw it, they were to get away immediately.   

(i)  Those in Judea, were to flee to the mountains.   

(ii)  And they had to go fast:   

(a)  The one the housetop should not even go  

(b)  Into his house to get anything.   

(c)  The one in the field should leave his coat behind.   

(d)  Such a quick exit would be difficult  

(e)  For those expecting or nursing.   

 

b.  Jesus says they should pray for the Lord’s mercy  

(i)  That it not happen in the winter,  

(ii)  When travel would be difficult.   

 

2.  What is/was the Abomination of Desolation?   

a.  Those who believe in a future fulfillment –  

(i)  Such as Dispensationalism –  

(a)  Believe it to be an image  

(b)  The Antichrist will set up of himself  

(c)  In the temple he will allow the Jews to rebuild  

(d)  During the Tribulation period.   

 

(ii)  He will do this in the middle of the week –  

(a)  Or 3 ½ years into the Tribulation –  

(b)  Ushering in the Great Tribulation,  

(c)  Or what they believe Jesus is speaking of here  

(d)  When He says, “For those days will be a time of tribulation such as 

has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God created 

until now, and never will” (v. 19).   

 

b.  But what is it really?   

(i)  Whatever it is, we’ll find it in the book of Daniel.   

(ii)  Jesus says in a parallel passage in Matthew, “Therefore when you see the 

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 

then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains” (24:15-16).   

(iii)  One of the problems is that Daniel speaks of at least two Abominations 

of Desolation.   

(a)  One of them refers to what Antiochus Epiphanes  

(1)  Would do during the 400 year period  

(2)  Between the closing of the Old  

(3)  And the opening of the New Testament.   

(4)  This is what Daniel 11:31 and 12:11 speak of.   

(5)  Dispensationalists believe these are referring  
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(6)  To the future as well  

(7)  And what Antichrist will do  

(8)  To desecrate the restored temple.   

 

(b)  The other passage is found in our text from last Lord’s Day:  “Then 

after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, 

and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and 

the sanctuary.  And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there 

will be war; desolations are determined.  And he will make a firm 

covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he 

will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of 

abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 

destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes 

desolate” (Daniel 9:26-27).   

(1)  This desolation has to do  

(2)  With the destruction of the holy city, Jerusalem,  

(3)  And the sanctuary, or the temple,  

(4)  In 70 AD, by the Romans –  

(5)  The people of the Prince who is coming.   

 

(iv)  It’s this second event that Jesus is talking about in our text.   

(a)  Let’s consider another parallel passage in Luke 21:20-22.   

(b)  Speaking of the same event, Jesus says, “But when you see Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.  Then 

those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in 

the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must 

not enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, so that all 

things which are written will be fulfilled.”   

(c)  The Abomination of Desolation  

(1)  Is when the Roman armies invaded the holy land,  

(2)  Surrounded the holy city,  

(3)  And destroyed the sanctuary.   

 

(d)  Jesus is warning them  

(1)  That when they see the armies of Rome surround Jerusalem,  

(2)  They are to get out of that city and that country,  

(3)  Because these are the days of God’s vengeance.   

(4)  His vengeance against whom?   

(5)  Against the unbelieving Jews for killing His Son.   

(6)  Jesus said in Matthew 23:34-38, “Therefore, behold, I am sending 

you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill 

and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, 

and persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of 

all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous 

Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you 

murdered between the temple and the altar.  Truly I say to you, all 
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these things will come upon this generation.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How 

often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  

Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”   

 

(e)  Jesus is not warning of an event  

(1)  That is still future for us.   

(2)  He was warning His disciples  

(3)  Of what was going to happen then, in 70 AD.   

(4)  History tells us that when Rome marched against Jerusalem  

(5)  Those who remembered what Jesus said and were ready  

(6)  Fled to the mountains and were safe.   

 

B.  Second, why was Jesus warning them to flee?  He says, “For those days will be a 

time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the creation 

which God created until now, and never will” (v. 19).   

1.  Whatever was going to happen  

a.  It was going to be the worst thing that has ever happened to any people:   

(i)  Worse than what God did to Sodom and Gomorrah,  

(ii)  Than what He did to Egypt,  

(iii)  Than what He did to the Jews  

(iv)  When He took them into captivity.   

 

b.  God was judging them for the rejection of His Son –  

(i)  The desolation of their house would be more horrible  

(ii)  Than anything that had ever happened  

(iii)  Or ever would again.   

 

2.  What actually happened in 70 AD?  Thankfully, we have an eyewitness account.   

a.  Josephus writes in his introduction to the Wars of the Jews, “The war which 

the Jews made with the Romans hath been the greatest of all those, not only 

that have been in our times, but, in a manner, of those that ever were heard 

of; both of those wherein cities have fought against cities, or nations against 

nations” (Works, Ages, 1261).   

b.  Here are just a few of the details:   

(i)  The Romans came against Jerusalem at the feast of Passover  

(a)  When there were many more in the city  

(b)  Than would normally be the case.   

 

(ii)  Titus besieged the city, cutting off their supplies for five months,  

(a)  This coming towards the end of a war with the Jews  

(b)  That lasted for 3 ½ years.   

 

(iii)  Not only was there war outside the city –  

(a)  As fighting took place throughout Judea –  
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(b)  But the Jews inside were embroiled in civil war  

(c)  As the city was divided into three factions.   

(1)  Many died at the hands of their countrymen,  

(2)  From plague, from sickness, from famine.   

(3)  People were killing their neighbors for a morsel of food,  

(4)  And some were so hungry they were eating their own children.   

 

(iv)  Jesus had warned of false Christ’s earlier (Mark 13:6).   

(a)  The same would be true during this event.   

(b)  There would be those saying Messiah had arrived to deliver them.   

(c)  There would also be false prophets.   

(1)  Josephus writes, “Now there was then a great number of false 

prophets suborned by the tyrants to impose on the people, who 

denounced this to them, that they should wait for deliverance from 

God; and this was in order to keep them from deserting, and that 

they might be buoyed up above fear and care by such hopes.  Now a 

man that is in adversity does easily comply with such promises; for 

when such a seducer makes him believe that he shall be delivered 

from those miseries which oppress him, then it is that the patient is 

full of hopes of such his deliverance.”   

(2)  Six thousand died following a false prophet, just as the Romans 

finally broke into the city.   

(3)  Again, Josephus writes, “A false prophet was the occasion of these 

people’s destruction, who had made a public proclamation in the 

city that very day, that God commanded them to get upon the 

temple, and that there they should receive miraculous signs of their 

deliverance” (Wars 6.5.2).   

 

(v)  Many others were killed by the Romans  

(a)  When they finally entered the city.   

(b)  Josephus records that one million, one hundred thousand Jews died in 

that war.   

 

(vi)  Again, Jesus warns, “For those days will be a time of tribulation such as 

has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God created 

until now, and never will.”   

(a)  He was warning them  

(b)  Because they were the ones who would see it:   

(c)  “But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance” (v. 

23).   

 

C.  Finally, what was the promise of hope He gave them?  “Unless the Lord had 

shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect, 

whom He chose, He shortened the days” (v. 20).   

1.  The Lord was promising to shorten the days  

a.  Of this judgment in His mercy.   
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b.  If He hadn’t, all the Jews would have died.   

 

2.  But notice that He didn’t do it for the Jews in general –  

a.  This was His judgment against them –  

b.  The Lord had an eye to His elect – His chosen ones.   

(i)  His elect that had heeded the warning  

(a)  And fled to the mountains –  

(b)  He shortened the days  

(c)  That they might survive.   

 

(ii)  His elect that were trapped in the city  

(a)  When it was surrounded –  

(1)  He shortened the days  

(2)  That some of them might live to serve Him further.   

 

(b)  Those He allowed to die,  

(1)  He simply shortened the days of their suffering  

(2)  And took them to glory.   

 

(iii)  His elect that were yet to come to faith  

(a)  In the city and in the country,  

(b)  And even those that would be born of them –  

(c)  He shortened the days  

(d)  That they might trust Jesus.   

 

(iv)  Perhaps for those living at that time  

(a)  Seeing the fulfillment of Christ’s prophecy  

(b)  Would be what the Lord would use  

(c)  To bring them to faith.   

 

(v)  The Lord shortened the days  

(a)  For the sake of His elect  

(b)  Because of His love for them.   

 

3.  Let’s end on this encouraging point.   

a.  If you are His elect – His chosen one –  

(i)  Which you can know if you are trusting Him  

(ii)  To save you with all your soul  

(iii)  And loving with your whole life –  

 

b.  Realize that the Lord has His eye on you as well  

(i)  For your good  

(ii)  Because He loves you.   

 

c.  All He does, in a sense, is for you:   

(i)  He preserves the world for your sake.   
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(ii)  He is governing everything that happens in this world,  

(iii)  He is watching over everything that happens in your life –  

(iv)  Even your sins –  

(v)  To make sure it works together for your good  

(vi)  Rather than for your harm.   

(vii)  He really loves and cares for you.   

 

d.  Why?   

(i)  It’s not because you or I deserve it,  

(ii)  But because He’s chosen to do this  

(iii)  Purely out of His love for you  

(iv)  And for His Son –  

(v)  He is preserving you to give to Jesus.   

(vi)  You can take comfort in this  

(vii)  Next time you go through a trial.   

 

e.  If you’re not trusting Him this morning,  

(i)  That doesn’t mean you’re not His elect –  

(a)  You may or may not be –  

(b)  But you can settle the question  

(c)  Once and for all by coming to Him,  

(d)  Trusting Him, loving Him,  

(e)  And following Him.   

 

(ii)  If you do, then you can know  

(a)  He loves you  

(b)  And that all He does in your life  

(c)  Is for your good.   

 

(iii)  If you haven’t trusted Him,  

(iv)  May He grant that you might this morning.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


