
“Judgment on Israel, Part 1” 

(Mark 13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  We’re in last week of Jesus’ life:   

1.  It began by Jesus presenting Himself as King.   

a.  Many Jews seemed to acknowledge Him –  

b.  Laying palm branches in His path,  

c.  Crying out, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;  

d.  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David” (11:8-10).   

 

2.  It continued by His showing His authority as King,  

a.  And His zeal for His Father’s glory, 

b.  By cleansing His Temple.   

 

3.  He further showed them His Kingly wisdom and knowledge  

a.  By answering all their questions,  

b.  And by asking a few of His own  

(i)  They couldn’t answer,  

(ii)  But which were calculated  

(iii)  To show them who He was.   

 

4.  In every way –  

a.  Through fulfilled prophecy,  

b.  Through His teaching,  

c.  Through His miracles –  

d.  He has proven Himself to be their Messiah.   

e.  But they refused to accept it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  And so Jesus takes up a subject again,  

a.  He began to deal with when He cursed the fig tree (Mark 11:13-21) –  

(i)  The topic He expanded further  

(ii)  In the parable of the Vineyard (Mark 12:1-11);  

 

b.  That which would be the beginning of the fulfillment  

(i)  Of the promise His Father made to Him  

(ii)  Through David in Psalm 110:  “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My 

right hand, until I put Your enemies beneath your feet” (12:36).   

 

c.  Jesus now speaks of how His Father  

(i)  Would start to subdue His enemies  

(ii)  Beginning with Israel.   
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2.  Now, as you know, this is a very large topic  

a.  That will take at least a few Lord’s Days to deal with,  

b.  So we’re just going to break ground this morning  

c.  By showing that this is what  

d.  Jesus is really speaking about here.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  You know by now  

1.  There are differing views on this passage  

a.  And the parallel passages that deal  

b.  With this subject.   

c.  We might divide them up into three camps:   

(i)  Those who see this primarily as future (from our perspective).   

(ii)  Those who see it as dealing with the past and future.   

(iii)  And those who see it dealing mainly with the past.   

 

2.  Dispensationalism  

a.  Sees Jesus speaking primarily of the future –  

(i)  From our perspective –  

(ii)  Of the Tribulation period:   

(iii)  The seven years that follow  

(iv)  Christ’s return for His church.   

 

b.  After He raises the dead who trusted in Jesus  

(i)  He will rapture the living who trust Him.   

(ii)  He will then turn to bring judgment  

(a)  On the earth for seven years –  

(b)  The first half being the Tribulation,  

(c)  The second half, the Great Tribulation.   

 

(iii)  During the first half,  

(a)  Antichrist will allow the Jews  

(b)  To rebuild their Temple in its original location  

(c)  And reestablish their sacrificial system.   

 

(iv)  But at the start of the second half  

(a)  Antichrist will desecrate the Temple  

(b)  With the Abomination of Desolation  

(c)  Ushering in the Great Tribulation.   

 

(v)  After this, the Lord will destroy him  

(a)  By His Second Coming,  

(b)  And cast him into the lake of fire,  

(c)  Where he will be tormented forever.   

 

c.  At the same time,  
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(i)  He will rescue His people Israel,  

(ii)  Judge them, and all the living of the nations who survive,  

(iii)  And then bring those who are worthy  

(iv)  Into the Millennium –  

(v)  A thousand years of peace and prosperity on earth.   

 

d.  They believe Jesus is telling His disciples  

(i)  What’s going to happen in the distant future –  

(ii)  At least two thousand years from then.   

 

3.  The next group sees Jesus speaking about both what has past and what is still 

future.   

a.  They realize He was speaking about  

(i)  The temple that was then present,  

(ii)  That it would be destroyed,  

(iii)  And what the circumstances were  

(iv)  That would lead up to its destruction.   

 

b.  But they also believe  

(i)  That because this event  

(ii)  Is to similar to His Second Coming,  

(iii)  That He begins speaking about it  

(iv)  At some point in the chapter.   

(a)  This clearly appears to be the case  

(b)  In Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 25).   

(c)  Most in the Reformed Camp today believe this.   

 

4.  But there is one more view,  

a.  The view that Jesus is speaking primarily  

(i)  About the judgment  

(ii)  He was about to bring on Israel in 70 AD.   

(iii)  That He was speaking about the past.   

 

b.  He does make some reference  

(i)  To what’s going on now,  

(ii)  With regard to gathering His elect  

(iii)  From the four corners of the earth,  

 

c.  But the bulk of what He says  

(i)  Has to do with what Jesus  

(ii)  Was about to do to Israel  

(iii)  Not too far in their future:  70 AD.   

 

B.  What does Jesus say that should lead us to that conclusion?   

1.  Consider first, the context.   

a.  Mark begins with Jesus leaving the Temple.   
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(i)  As He was going out,  

(ii)  One of the disciples said,  

(iii)  “Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 

(v. 1).   

(iv)  Jesus said, “Do you see these great buildings?  Not one stone will be left 

upon another which will not be torn down” (v. 2).   

 

b.  Not wanting to remain in the dark –  

(i)  When with Jesus around you don’t have to –  

(ii)  Peter, James, John and Andrew came  

(iii)  And asked Him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what 

will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” (v. 4).   

(iv)  Notice:  when will these things be?   

(a)  What things?   

(b)  The things Jesus had just told them:   

(1)  That the buildings they had pointed out earlier –  

(2)  The Temple and surrounding buildings then standing –  

(3)  Would be torn down –  

(4)  Not one stone would be left standing on another.   

(5)  They wanted to know  

(6)  When that was going to happen.   

 

(v)  Naturally, we’d expect Jesus to answer that question,  

(a)  Not a question about a temple  

(b)  That would be built 2000 years plus in the future.   

(1)  They didn’t know about any such temple,  

(2)  Neither was Jesus speaking about any such temple,  

(3)  He was telling them about that Temple.   

(4)  That seems clear enough.   

 

c.  Notice their second question:   

(i)  What will be the sign when all these things  

(ii)  Are going to be fulfilled?   

(iii)  All what things?   

(a)  The things that have to do  

(b)  With the demolishing of that Temple.   

(c)  How will we know  

(d)  When the Temple is about to be destroyed?   

 

(iv)  Again, in answering this question,  

(a)  Would we expect Jesus  

(1)  To tell them about a temple  

(2)  That would be built in the distant future  

(3)  And what the signs would be  

(4)  That that temple was about to be destroyed?   

(5)  Of course not!   
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(b)  He would speak of the events  

(1)  That would lead up to the destruction  

(2)  Of the Temple they were asking about.   

 

d.  This may seem like a lot of laboring  

(i)  Over something that’s obvious  

(ii)  But you’d be surprised –  

(a)  Or perhaps you wouldn’t –  

(b)  By how many people there are  

(c)  Who believe Jesus tells His disciples  

(d)  About events that were still  

(e)  Some 2000 years in the future.   

 

(iii)  He’s not talking about that –  

(a)  He says nothing about it –  

(b)  He’s talking about the destruction  

(c)  Of that Temple  

(1)  That would take place  

(2)  In 70 AD,  

(3)  Only about 40 years in the future.   

 

e.  The context alone  

(i)  Should be enough  

(ii)  To leave us without any doubt.   

 

2.  But there is a second indicator:  Jesus’ audience.   

a.  To whom is He speaking?   

b.  And whom is He speaking about?   

c.  Let’s look at a few samples:   

(i)  In telling them the signs that would happen before this event,  

(a)  He says, “See to it that no one misleads you” (v. 5).   

(b)  “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; 

those things must take place; but that is not yet the end” (v. 7).   

(c)  “But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you 

will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will stand before governors 

and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them” (v. 9).   

(d)  “When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand 

about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; 

for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit” (v. 11).   

(e)  “You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who 

endures to the end, he will be saved” (v. 13).   

(f)  Who is this “you” He keeps speaking of?   

(1)  A group of believers living 2000 years in the future?   

(2)  Or the disciples to whom Jesus was then speaking?   
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(ii)  And what about what Jesus says when the event actually takes place?   

(a)  “But when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION standing 

where it should not be (let the reader understand), then those who are in 

Judea must flee to the mountains” (v. 14).   

(b)  “But [you] pray that it may not happen in the winter” (v. 18).   

(c)  “And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, 

‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him” (v. 21).   

(d)  Again, to whom is Jesus speaking?   

 

(iii)  What about the warnings that follow?   

(a)  “But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance” (v. 23).   

(b)  “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already 

become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  

Even so, you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that 

He is near, right at the door” (vv. 28-29).   

(c)  “Therefore, be on the alert – for you do not know when the master of 

the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the 

rooster crows in the morning – in case he should come suddenly and 

find you asleep.  What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’” (vv. 

35-37, cf. v. 33).   

 

(iv)  It’s clear, that Jesus is warning His disciples  

(a)  Regarding what was going to happen  

(b)  Both before and during this event.   

 

(v)  Could He have been speaking about an event 2000 years future?   

(a)  Not unless He was expecting  

(b)  His disciples to live until that time.   

 

3.  Finally, there’s one more detail  

a.  That shows that Jesus clearly intended  

b.  An event not too far in the future:   

c.  He gives us a time frame in verse 30, “Truly I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things take place.”   

d.  Did Jesus mean by this  

(i)  That the Jews wouldn’t cease  

(a)  To be a distinct people group  

(b)  Until this happened?   

 

(ii)  Or did He mean  

(a)  That that generation then living  

(b)  Would not die,  

(c)  Until these things took place.   

 

(iii)  Jesus spoke this in 30 AD.   

(a)  That generation of Jews  
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(b)  Was for the most part  

(c)  Still living in 70 AD.   

 

(iv)  This, by the way, was the same generation  

(a)  Jesus charged with the death of all the righteous  

(b)  Because they rejected Him.   

(c)  We read in Matthew 23:34-36, “Therefore, behold, I am sending you 

prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and 

crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and 

persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the 

righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between 

the temple and the altar.  Truly I say to you, all these things will come 

upon this generation.”   

(d)  Jesus was speaking about those living in His day.   

 

e.  Summary:   

(i)  Jesus was speaking about the Temple the disciples pointed to,  

(ii)  That was going to be destroyed in 70 AD.   

(iii)  It was judgment on that generation  

(iv)  For their rejection of Him.   

(v)  He was therefore warning that generation  

(vi)  Of what was coming on them.   

(vii)  This event is not future for us – though it was for them –  

(viii)  It is past.   

 

4.  What can we learn from this?   

a.  Certainly, that the Lord is true to His Word.   

(i)  What He says will happen,  

(ii)  Will happen.   

 

b.  It also proves Jesus was who He said He was:   

(i)  Only God can tell the future,  

(ii)  Because only He knows it,  

(iii)  Because He planned it.   

 

c.  But it also reminds us  

(i)  Of what will happen to those  

(ii)  Who reject the Messiah.   

(a)  70 AD was worst thing  

(b)  That ever happened to any people.   

(c)  The reason it was so severe  

(d)  Was that the Jews had so many privileges  

(e)  And so much knowledge,  

(f)  And yet rejected their Messiah.   
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(iii)  You have more than they did – make sure you don’t reject Him.   

(a)  The Lord has given you His Gospel  

(1)  That you might be saved.   

(2)  It’s a great blessing.   

 

(b)  But it’s a terrible thing  

(1)  To reject His kindness  

(2)  And turn away from His mercy.   

 

(c)  If you do, judgment will be much more severe.   

(1)  Jesus said it would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah  

(2)  Than for those who hear His Gospel and reject it (Matt. 10:15).   

 

(d)  Don’t reject His Gospel,  

(1)  Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ,  

(2)  Turn from your sins,  

(3)  Follow Him all your life,  

(4)  And you will be blessed now,  

(5)  And in the ages to come.  Amen.   
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