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 Why did God choose to save us?  Was it because we chose Him?  Was it because 
we were smarter than others, or wiser?  No.  The Bible says that God chose us simply 
because it pleased Him to do so.  It wasn’t because we chose Him.  We would never have 
chosen Him if He had not chosen us first.  He had to give us the grace to do so.  It wasn’t 
because we were smarter or wiser than others, because in all our wisdom, in all of our 
intelligence, we decided that we didn’t need God, that we would rather live without Him.  
Our salvation from first to last is from the Lord.  We didn’t deserve it.  We still don’t 
deserve it.  It is purely of His grace – His gracious gift to poor sinners.   

This evening we see a good example of this grace in the life of Judah.  To this 
point in his life and throughout this story, Judah does not show himself to be a true 
believer.  As we saw last week, he deeply hated his brother Joseph and wanted to kill 
him.  It was his idea to sell Joseph into slavery (Gen. 37:26-27).  Of course this was 
better than the brothers’ original plan to kill him, but it was still extremely wicked.  
Tonight, we will see him fall into even deeper sin, when he marries a Canaanite woman, 
lies with a harlot, and then ends up having children by his daughter-in-law.  And yet in 
spite of all this sin, to our amazement, we find that the Lord chose him and his incestuous 
child to be the ones through whom He would bring His Son into the world.  This shows 
us again that God’s choice of us is never based on what we do.  Rather, it is based on His 
own good pleasure.  Tonight, what I want us to do is to look at the depths of Judah’s sin, 
and then how the Lord overruled that sin to bring His Son through Judah’s line.   

First, let’s look at Judah’s sin.  As we read this passage, we find that Judah 
committed many sins against the Lord.  The first was that he married a Canaanite woman.  
We learn that he left his brothers and visited a certain Adullamite, named Hirah.  We also 
learn later in this chapter that this man was his friend (v. 12).  Now what was wrong with 
that?  The problem was that this man was a Canaanite, one of the cursed race.  And they 
were cursed for a reason – not only had they come from Canaan, a man who had been 
cursed by his father Noah, but they were also idolaters, children of the evil one.  This is 
why the Lord continually charged His people to remain separate from them, because of 
their wicked influence.  This is also why He commands us not to keep company with 
immoral people, because we will soon learn their ways.  We’ll see how these 
relationships, again and again, weaken the holiness of God’s people.  One very obvious 
way it did this to Judah was that it led to his actually marrying a Canaanite woman.  
When he went down to visit his friend, he saw a Canaanite woman there that he married.  
We’re not told her name, but we are told that she was the daughter of a woman named 
Shua.  Later, her name will be listed in the genealogies as Bath-shua, which means the 
daughter of Shua, or the daughter of wealth.  It may be that she was from a wealthy 
family.  But what I want you to see is that this is further compromise on Judah’s part.  If 
God’s people are not to have friends who are a part of the world, they are certainly not to 
marry them, which is the closest yoke that we can possibly enter.  This is why Abraham 
charged his servant not to get a wife for Isaac from these people but from his own, and 
why Isaac charged Jacob with the same.  Esau had married into this race, and not only 
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were they a burden to his father and mother, they also led him into further sin.  He was 
eventually cut off from the people of God, along with his children.  Yes, it’s true that God 
had ordained this, but there are always those means by which He brings about His ends.  
In this case, one of those means was Esau’s sin in marrying these two Canaanite women, 
as well as one of the daughters of Ishmael (Gen. 36:2-3).  This was the reason why God 
ultimately had to destroy the world earlier – because His people were intermarrying with 
the people of the world (Gen. 6).  Well even though this was wrong, Judah married her 
anyway, and we read that she gave birth to three sons.  We will see the sad consequences 
of his sin in at least the first two sons.  As a further note, one commentator pointed out 
that Judah married this woman without the consent of his father.  This reminds us of how 
important it is that we do things God’s way.  He wants the children to have the consent of 
their parents to their marriages, not only because they are under their authority, but also 
because that authority is to protect them against marriages that might be more of a curse 
than a blessing.  The Lord gives us so many examples of this.  I hope you young people 
here this evening will take this to heart and follow the guidelines the Lord gives for your 
marriage, so that you will have a happy and blessed life, and not one that will be a burden 
to you for the rest of your lives.   

The second sin we see, besides the fact that Judah married a Canaanite woman, is 
that when his first-born son was old enough to marry, he took a wife for him again from 
the people of the land.  Her name was Tamar.  She had to be another foreign woman 
because surely Moses would have told us if she had been a daughter of one of his 
brothers.  Now we don’t see a problem with her at first – as we will later – but we do see 
one with the son who married her.  Moses writes, “But Er, Judah’s first-born, was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, so the Lord took his life” (v. 7).  Now how did this happen?  Was 
this the result of Judah’s sin and that of his wife?  Almost without a doubt.  Ungodly 
parents generally don’t raise godly children, but ungodly.  Judah’s lifestyle and that of his 
wife had sad consequences in the life of their son.  And I want you to notice that even 
though this man was in the covenant, he was still judged by the Lord.  The fact that we’re 
in covenant with God makes us even more blamable when we sin, which should give us 
some additional incentive to make sure that we guide our children into the path of 
obedience.  The covenant is never a cloak for sin, but a call to holiness.   

What happens next is that Judah gives Tamar to his second son, Onan, so that 
Onan can go into her and raise up seed to his brother.  This wasn’t wrong, but something 
that will later be incorporated into God’s Law.  Moses writes in Deuteronomy 25:5-6, 
“When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the 
deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man.  Her husband's brother 
shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's 
brother to her.  And it shall be that the first-born whom she bears shall assume the name 
of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out from Israel.”  But here again we 
see the character of Judah and his wife working itself out in these children.  Onan doesn’t 
want to do this, because the child wouldn’t be his, and so he takes steps to make sure that 
Tamar won’t conceive.  But this is again evil in the sight of the Lord – not the fact that 
Onan practiced some form of birth control, but that by doing so, he refused to raise up 
seed to his brother – and so the Lord killed him (v. 10).  Obedience is the path of 
blessing.  Disobedience is the path that leads to death.   
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But Judah had one son left – one that he was afraid to lose – and so he told Tamar 
to remain a widow in her father’s house, and when he was old enough, she would be 
given to him as a wife, so that he might raise up seed to his deceased brother.  Tamar 
respected her father-in-law’s wishes, and still being under his authority by virtue of the 
fact that she was still his daughter-in-law, she went to her father’s house.  Now what 
Judah really wanted to do was to spare his son, because he thought that he would also be 
killed.  He thought the problem was with Tamar, when it was really with him and his 
sons – how often we’re tempted to blame others for what is really our own fault – but we 
will see that what ended up happening was even worse.   

But now here is where we see Judah’s third and final sin in this account.  Not only 
did he take a wife for himself from the Canaanites, and then do the same for his sons – 
both of which things ended in their death – but he finally ends us committing incest with 
his daughter-in-law Tamar.  After a long time passed, Judah’s wife died, and he went up 
to shear his sheep in Timnah.  Shelah, Judah’s third son, had also grown up, but had not 
been given to Tamar.  So Tamar removed her widow’s garment, covered herself with a 
veil, and then sat in the gateway of Enaim, which is on the way to Timnah, in the hopes 
that she might deceive Judah into coming into her.  The plan worked, and Judah went into 
her, and she conceived.  When she was later discovered, as her childbearing began to 
show, Judah ordered her to be brought out and killed by burning her to death, which was 
a more severe punishment than the law would later require.  The reason was that she had 
committed adultery against Shelah, the son she was betrothed to.  Perhaps in his heart, 
Judah wanted her to die anyway, so that he wouldn’t have to give her to his son Shelah, 
because he was still afraid that he might die.  But she had very wisely protected herself 
by taking Judah’s signet ring, cords and staff, so that she could prove that he was the real 
father.  When Judah saw these, he realized that she had been more righteous than he.  He 
had very unjustly withheld his son from her, which is what caused her to do what she did.  
Some have suggested that the reason she did this was because she wanted to raise up seed 
to her departed husband in faithfulness to the covenant, even though the way she went 
about it was completely wrong.  But of course, it also could have been that she wanted to 
get back at Judah for not giving her his son.  Either way, Judah had committed incest and 
adultery, even though he did so without knowing it.  He had lain with his son’s wife.  But 
even at best he committed the sin of fornication, by lying with a prostitute.  This sin, 
when added to his other sins, all pointed to the fact that Judah was not a righteous man.   

But yet we also know from the Scripture that God overruled these sins for His 
glory.  The reason why He gave us this account was not just to point out Judah’s sins as 
an example to warn us against the same thing, but to show us how He had ordained to use 
even these acts of wickedness to further His work of redemption.  This is actually the turn 
the line of Messiah will take as God prepares to bring His Son into the world.  When the 
time came for Tamar to deliver, she gave birth to twins.  While she was giving birth, one 
of the sons put his hand out first and they tied a scarlet thread on it, probably to identify 
him as the first-born.  However, he pulled his hand back, and his brother was born first.  
Because the second son had somehow slipped past his brother and was born before he 
was, they named him Perez, which means breach.  He was the first-born.  Then when the 
second son was born, they named him Zerah, which means brightness or dawning, 
probably because his hand had broken into the world first.   But it was through the first-
born son, Perez, that the Messiah was to come.  We read in Matthew’s genealogy, “The 
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book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  To 
Abraham was born Isaac; and to Isaac, Jacob; and to Jacob, Judah and his brothers; and to 
Judah were born Perez and Zerah by Tamar; and to Perez was born Hezron; and to 
Hezron, Ram; and to Ram was born Amminadab; and to Amminadab, Nahshon; and to 
Nahshon, Salmon; and to Salmon was born Boaz by Rahab; and to Boaz was born Obed 
by Ruth; and to Obed, Jesse; and to Jesse was born David the king” (1:1-6).  I’ll stop 
there because you know that Jesus came through the line of David, but David came 
through the line of Judah through Perez.  The Lord had planned from all eternity to use 
this sin on the part of Judah and Tamar to bring His Son into the world.  If we had been 
looking for the Messiah in those days, would we ever have suspected that He would come 
through this line?  But such is the grace of God.  He uses people and circumstances that 
are not holy in themselves to further His plan in this world.  It’s always purely by His 
grace, and never because the instruments He chooses are worthy.  The same is true with 
us.  We didn’t deserve salvation.  And even being saved, we’re not worthy to be used by 
Him.  But yet the Lord still chose to save us and use us for His glory.   

But what about Judah?  Did he ever repent?  Was he used by the Lord only to 
bring the Messiah in fulfillment of the promise to Abraham, or was he included in the 
kingdom of heaven.  I think there are indications that Judah repented.  He certainly 
confessed his sin when he found out about Tamar.  He also repented in that he did not 
have relations with her again, since she was his son’s wife.  Later, we will also see him 
repent of what he did to Joseph by offering himself in the place of Benjamin as Joseph’s 
slave in Egypt, so that Benjamin can return to his father.  It appears as though the Lord 
does a work in his heart, even though we would have to admit, that he didn’t deserve it.  
But who does?  Who deserves the grace of God?  If anyone could deserve it, it wouldn’t 
be grace.  Grace is something that is freely given to those who don’t deserve it, to those 
who have no claim on it.  The only reason why you or I or anyone else will ever be saved 
is not because of our righteousness, but because of God’s electing mercy.  We should 
humble ourselves then and not pat ourselves on the back, but praise the Lord all the more 
for His mercy and grace, because it’s only by His grace that we are saved.  Amen.   


