
“Joseph Becomes a Ruler of Egypt” 
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Last week, we saw how the Lord continued to work out His plan to have Joseph 
stand before Pharaoh.  He had already sent him into Egypt through the jealousy of his 
brothers.  When he arrived there, He made sure that he would be sold into the house of a 
very influential man by the name of Potiphar, who was the captain of Pharaoh’s 
bodyguard.  And then He had him thrown into the very jail where Pharaoh’s most 
important prisoners were kept through the false accusations of Potiphar’s wife.  He also 
made sure that two of Pharaoh’s officials would be imprisoned there, so that Joseph 
would eventually meet them, interpret their dreams, and gain the reputation, at least with 
the chief cupbearer, of being a man who can interpret dreams.  This was very important, 
because tonight we see how the Lord gave Pharaoh a dream, and through that dream, 
brought Joseph into power in Egypt.  Now remember, the reason why the Lord was doing 
all of this, was that He might take care of His people as He prepared to bring them into 
the Land, and as He prepared eventually to bring His Son into the world.  Tonight we see 
another piece of God’s plan unfold, as He continues to work all things together for His 
glory and the ultimate good of His people.   

Now the first thing we’ll want to look at is Pharaoh’s dream and Joseph’s 
interpretation.  We read that at the end of two years, Pharaoh had a dream.  This was two 
years after Joseph had interpreted the other two dreams of the chief cupbearer and baker.  
Now why did the Lord wait two more years?  Again, we really don’t know, but we do 
know that God always does things in His perfect timing.  We often don’t like it, but God 
answers our prayers in His time, and not in ours.  Sometimes He takes years to do 
something we hoped He would do in a few days.  How many of you here had to pray for 
several years before the Lord brought you a wife?  How long did you have to seek Him 
before He answered your prayer as to what you should do in life?  Remember, the Lord 
made Abraham wait until he was a hundred years old before He fulfilled His promise to 
give him a son.  God’s timing is not our timing.  He usually makes us wait for the answer.  
Why?  We can’t always know all the reasons, but certainly one of them is so that we will 
learn patience.  Joseph had to wait for several years in jail before the Lord gave 
Pharaoh’s two officials their dreams.  The Lord made him wait two more years after he 
told the chief cupbearer his dream and after the cupbearer even promised to help him.  
But Joseph did not become bitter.  He waited patiently.   

But the time finally arrived.  God gave Pharaoh two dreams:  one that had to do 
with seven skinny cows eating up seven plump cows, and one that had to do with seven 
thin and withered ears of corn eating up seven good ears.  Now when he had them, 
Pharaoh realized that they were no ordinary dreams or even nightmares.  There was 
something special about them and they troubled him greatly.  And so he called for all his 
wise men and magicians, but none of them could tell him what they meant.  This is 
certainly very instructive.  The Lord was allowing Pharaoh to seek the truth from those 
who didn’t have it, so that he would realize that all truth comes only from the Lord.  This 
is a lesson that each of us here has had to learn at one time or another.  Certainly there 
have been times when we have all been tempted to think that the world has the truth.  But 
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we have found out, as Pharaoh did, and even more so, that all truth is in God.  This is a 
lesson that we as parents are constantly praying that the Lord will teach you, our children, 
so that you won’t seek the truth where it can’t be found – that you won’t seek it in the 
world – but in Christ.   

But it’s at this point that the cupbearer finally decides to admit his guilt – either 
the fact that he had earlier offended Pharaoh or that he conveniently forgot his promise to 
Joseph.  Why he did this, we don’t know – it was either to be a faithful servant to 
Pharaoh or to win points for himself – but either way, the Lord used it to bring Joseph to 
the attention of Pharaoh.  He told Pharaoh about his own dream and the dream of the 
chief baker, how Joseph interpreted them, and how things turned out just as he said.  Now 
again, the fact that he hadn’t fulfilled this promise earlier to Joseph was a sin.  He should 
have been a man of his word.  But it’s here that we see the wisdom of the Lord in 
allowing this to happen.  If the cupbearer had helped Joseph earlier, and he had been 
released, he probably would have gone back to the land of Promise and wouldn’t have 
been there now to interpret the dreams for Pharaoh.  But the Lord couldn’t allow this to 
happen, because He had brought all these things about as He had so that this moment 
could take place.  Again, the Lord has His plan and His timing for everything.  We don’t 
need to worry about that timing, but simply to keep looking expectantly for the Lord and 
to patiently wait on His timing.   

Now once Pharaoh learns that there is someone close by that can interpret his 
dreams, he immediately sends for Joseph.  His servants quickly get him, allow him to 
shave and change his clothes so that he will be presentable, and then bring him to 
Pharaoh.  The interesting thing is that when Pharaoh sees him, he doesn’t even ask about 
who he is or where he is from.  The only important thing to him is that he is troubled by 
his dreams and he wants to know what they mean.  This gives us some indication of how 
heavily the Lord laid these things on his heart.  It may also account for his generous 
reward when Joseph interprets the dreams.  Pharaoh tells Joseph that he had a dream, that 
no one could interpret it, but that there were those who said he could do it.  But again, 
before he helps Pharaoh, Joseph doesn’t take any credit to himself, but gives all the glory 
to God, since neither the dream nor the interpretation come from him, but from the Lord.  
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, “And what do you have that you did not receive?  
But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7).  
How can anyone take credit for anything that they do?  Every good thing bestowed and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation, or shifting shadow” (James 1:17).  Again Paul says, “He who boasts, let 
him boast in the Lord” (2 Cor. 10:17).  And Jesus tells us, “Let your light shine before 
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16).  This is what Joseph was doing.  He didn’t want Pharaoh to even 
begin to think that the interpretation came from him.  I think we would all admit that gifts 
appear to be greater when they are used by humble men, which is why the Lord most 
often gives His greatest gifts to those who are humble.   

Pharaoh then goes on to explain his dreams, as we’ve already read, and that there 
was no one in his kingdom who could explain them to him. Then Joseph tells him what 
they mean:  God is going to bring seven years of abundance, followed by seven years of 
famine.  The famine would be so great that the years of abundance would be completely 
forgotten.  The fact that there were two dreams meant that the Lord had confirmed that it 
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was going to happen – as He tells us elsewhere in Scripture that things are to be 
confirmed by two or three witnesses (Matt. 18:16; Heb. 6:17-18) – and that it was going 
to happen quickly.  The Lord was telling Pharaoh these things so that he would be ready.  
He was the king of the land, and as the king it was his duty to provide for the needs of his 
country, even as fathers provide for their children.  Our government is obviously to be 
doing the same thing, taking care and making provision for the people under their care, 
which is what they often do.  But they are also to lead us in righteousness, something 
which very often they don’t do, but which we should be praying that they would do.  As 
we saw this morning, the elders of the church, as spiritual fathers, are also to be providing 
for your spiritual well being through the preaching and teaching of the Word, as well as 
through prayer.  This is again why mature men are needed for the office and not those 
who are novices.  But this also shows us again how indebted we are to God to take care 
of us.  He can make things change instantly, if He wants to.  Suddenly Egypt is going to 
produce much more than normal, and then just as suddenly, it’s going to shut down 
completely, along with the world.  Thankfully the Lord who had control of these things 
has promised that He will always take care of His own, so that we don’t need to worry.  
Our Lord Jesus tells us, “Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’  For all these things the 
Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But 
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  
Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Each day 
has enough trouble of its own” (Matt. 6:31-34).  The Lord will take care of us.  We don’t 
need to worry.  God gave Egypt the seven good years so that they would be able to take 
care of themselves, and more importantly His people, for the seven bad years.  Notice 
also how this event teaches us about the nature of the things of this world:  the seven bad 
years completely swallowed up the seven good years.  This is the way the things of the 
world are.  Even the good things of this world will one day be swallowed up and 
forgotten.  Let this be a reminder to us not to set our hearts on the things of the world.  
They will vanish away, but the things above will remain forever.   

Finally, Joseph gives Pharaoh counsel based on the coming feast and famine.  He 
tells him that he, like the ants who store up food in the harvest to provide for the winter, 
should store up food during the seven good years, so that there will be food in the winter 
of God’s Providence.  He should therefore exact a fifth of all the food and store it in the 
cities to be guarded.  That way when the harvest fails, there will still be food for Egypt so 
that the land will not perish.  And so that this task won’t be a burden to Pharaoh, he 
counsels him to set a wise man over this task so that it will get done.  Again we see how 
the wisdom of God is necessary even to make use of the dream once it’s interpreted.  It’s 
wise to act on God’s Word when He tells us what is about to take place, so that when it 
does, we will be safe.  The Lord has told us that there is a life coming after this life, a day 
of judgment followed by the eternal state.  In light of this, it would be wise for us also to 
prepare for that day, so that when it comes, we will be ready for it.   

So much for Pharaoh’s dreams and Joseph’s interpretation.  Now we see what all 
of this was for:  Joseph becomes a ruler of Egypt.  After Joseph finished his interpretation 
and his counsel, it seemed good to Pharaoh and all his servants.  But who was wise 
enough to carry this plan out?  Obviously, the man to whom God revealed these things.  
Pharaoh then exalts Joseph to second in command in all of Egypt.  Now this wouldn’t be 
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the first time the gifts of the Spirit – in this case, His ordinary gifts, those which aren’t 
necessarily tied to regeneration – were the cause of a man’s exaltation.  Just as the gift of 
prophetic interpretation will later distinguish Daniel in the eyes of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belshazzar and Darius, so they now distinguished Joseph in the eyes of Pharaoh.  
Pharaoh makes Joseph his prime minister of the land.  He puts him in charge of all things.  
Only in the throne would Pharaoh be greater.  He gave him his signet ring, clothed him in 
fine linen, put a gold necklace around his neck, made him ride in his second chariot, had 
everyone bow the knee in respect to him, and gave him a new name which means either 
“revealer of secrets” or “God speaks – He lives,” or “the Savior of the world.”  If this last 
translation is correct, it points out even more clearly how Joseph’s life, especially his 
sufferings and exaltation was picturing the coming work of the Messiah, who would 
suffer on the cross, die and be buried, but would rise again the third day and be exalted 
over all heaven and earth.  Joseph was put into a dungeon for years for a crime he didn’t 
commit, but then was exalted to the right hand of Pharaoh.  Pharaoh also gave Joseph a 
wife, Asenath, the Potiphera, the priest of On.  An important man deserves an important 
wife.  Joseph was empty, but now he was full.  He had to suffer in God’s plan, but now 
God’s plan had more than made up for it.  In Joseph’s case, his several years of famine 
were now followed by several years of feast.  The next thing we see is Joseph go out and 
gather all the food and store it in every city, so that it would be in place when it was 
needed.  Then we see the Lord make Joseph fruitful as well, by giving him two sons.  
These two sons are given names which represent what was Joseph was experiencing at 
that time, through God’s blessing.  His first-born he named Manasseh, which means 
“making to forget,” and his second-born he named Ephraim, which means “fruitfulness.”  
Even as a mother forgets the pain of child-bearing when the pain is past and the child is 
born, so Joseph forgot the pain of his sufferings when the Lord exalted him and made 
him fruitful.   

There was still one pain that he couldn’t forget, however, and that was his 
separation from his family and from the land of his inheritance.  But it was probably 
becoming clear by now that the Lord had sent him into Egypt to provide for his family 
who was soon to follow, for where would they get their food during the years of famine 
which was coming on the whole face of the earth (v. 57).  If it wasn’t clear then, it soon 
would be when his brothers appear before him to buy grain.  This is what we will see 
next time.  But for now, let’s remember two things in closing:  the first is that the Lord 
takes care of His church and works all things together for her good, because of His Son 
Jesus Christ.  Jesus was yet to come into the world in answer to the promise that God 
made to Abraham.  This is why the Lord had to preserve His people, so that He could 
bring His Messiah.  This is also why He continues to work all things together for the 
good of His people today, because we are a part of the people that the Lord has given to 
His Son as a reward for His redemption.  The second thing I want us to remember is that 
there are different seasons in our lives, just as there were in the life of Joseph.  
Sometimes we don’t know why the Lord puts us through what He does, but we should 
realize by now through Joseph’s example, as well as through our own examples, that He 
always does so for good.  Let’s be reminded by this to trust in the Lord and in His timing 
for all things.  He has a plan for good for you and for me as His people, and His plan is 
the best.  Let’s not complain, but wait patiently on Him to see Him bring good out of it.  
Amen.   


