
“Jesus Quietly Submits to His Father’s Will” 
(Matthew 27:11-26) 

 
 
 

How many of us here this morning have resolved in our heart to do God’s will no 
matter what the cost?  How many of us are really willing to follow Jesus Christ wherever 
He leads us and in whatever He calls us to do, no matter how much persecution or 
suffering we might have to face?  Many of us here certainly believe that we are.  If we 
didn’t, we never would have called ourselves Christians to begin with.  We certainly 
wouldn’t have joined this church, because when we joined, we promised our Lord that we 
would do what all of His disciples must be willing to do:  we promised to serve Him with 
our whole heart, to forsake the world, to put our sins to death, and to live a godly life 
according to His commandments (DW V.5).  Jesus told us that if we want to be His 
disciples, we must deny ourselves, die to ourselves and follow after Him.  This is what we 
promised we would do.  But is this what we have done?  If we look at our lives carefully 
this morning, I think we would all have to admit that we haven’t.  Perhaps our resolve to 
live this life has been stronger at some times than at others, but, sad to say, it has never 
been what it should be.   

But the good news is that even though we don’t measure up to God’s standards, 
Jesus does.  Our obedience always falls short of what the Lord requires, and it always will, 
but our Lord’s obedience did not.  He kept His Father’s commandments perfectly.  He 
followed His Father’s directions to the letter, with all of His heart, and for His glory alone.  
He even suffered patiently and quietly whatever was in His Father’s will to suffer.  And 
because He has, even though we will never measure up to God’s standards by ourselves, 
we will measure up in Him.  This should of course never give us an excuse to sin.  But it 
should always give us a reason to rejoice when we fall short.   

Now this morning, we’re going to look at the greatest example of Jesus’ obedience:  
His steadfast willingness to go to the cross, as the Father commanded, without doing 
anything to try and save His own life.  Jesus gives us the perfect example of submission to 
the will of God in the face of the greatest possible persecution and suffering.  He did this, 
of course, to save our lives.  But He also did it as an example of how we should also strive 
to be everything God calls us to be and to do whatever He calls us to do no matter what the 
cost.   

Now in this same passage, we’ll also see something else, which seems very strange.  
Not only will we see Christ’s steadfast determination to go to the cross, but we will also 
see Pilate’s steadfast determination to keep Him away from it.  For perhaps several 
reasons, Pilate did not want Jesus to be crucified.  But that hatred of the Jews was so great, 
he condemned Him to die anyway.   

First, let’s consider how Pilate tried his best to acquit Jesus of the charges against 
Him and to set Him free.  Last week, we read that the chief priests and elders bound Jesus 
and led Him away to Pilate, in order that Pilate might sentence Him to death (27:1-2).  
Now we see Jesus on trial before Pilate.  Apparently, the main charge that the leaders of 
the Jews brought against Him, the one they thought would be enough to condemn Him, 
was that He claimed to be the Messiah, the King of the Jews.  To be the Messiah meant 
that Jesus must also claim to be the Son of God.  In their minds, this was blasphemy and 
made Jesus worthy of death.  But since Rome didn’t have the same sensitivities to this that 
they had, they pointed to another implication of His being the Messiah – even though it 
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wasn’t true in the way they thought – namely, that He would be a political ruler.  
Remember that in their minds, the Messiah was to lead the Jews against Rome and free 
them from their tyranny.  If that was true, this would make Jesus an insurrectionist – a 
rebel – and an enemy of Rome.  In Pilate’s eyes, He would have to be put to death, which 
was, of course, what these men were hoping would happen.  But Pilate was no fool.  He 
didn’t become the governor of Judea by being gullible.  He knew the Jews had no love for 
Rome.  If they really believed that Jesus was the Messiah, why would they have turned 
Him in?  The answer must be that either they really didn’t believe this was true, or they 
did, but didn’t want to give up their place as the leaders of Israel.  But of course there was 
the other question:  What did Jesus think?  Did He believe Himself to be the King of the 
Jews?  There was only one way to find out, and that was to ask Him.  And when he did, 
Jesus answered truthfully – even though it may have seemed ridiculous because His people 
had all disowned Him, and even though it was dangerous because to admit this would be to 
plead guilty to the charges.  He replied, “It is as you say” (v. 11).  But did Pilate believe 
Him?  Well either he didn’t believe Him; or he did, but didn’t consider Jesus to be a threat.  
If he had believed Him and considered Him to be threat to Rome, but didn’t do anything 
about it, he would have been a traitor.  Therefore, Pilate must not have considered Jesus to 
be dangerous.  But the Jews didn’t stop there.  When they saw that Pilate was hesitating to 
sentence Jesus, even on the basis of His own confession, they continued to accuse Him.  
Pilate asked Jesus to answer the charges – to make some kind of reply – but He didn’t.  He 
was so silent, as a matter of fact, that Pilate was amazed.  As we will see, he was also 
concerned as to what to do.  He knew that Jesus was innocent.  He wasn’t dangerous.  He 
wanted to free Him.  But he also knew that if he did this, the Jews would turn against him.  
If only Jesus had made a defense, one that was valid, it would have made things so much 
easier.  But He didn’t.  So now what should he do?   

Pilate then moved to step two:  if Jesus wouldn’t defend Himself, perhaps the 
people would defend Him.  All this took place at the time of the feast – the feast of 
Passover.  And at that feast, Pilate was accustomed to release to them one prisoner – 
whomever they wanted.  Apparently this was the Roman custom – to release a prisoner, 
perhaps to help them in commemorating their release from Egypt.  It certainly wasn’t a 
part of God’s Law.  As a matter of fact, it was really unjust – since that one criminal 
wouldn’t be punished for his crimes – and might have actually helped to promote further 
crimes – since there would always be the hope in the mind of the criminal that he would be 
the one released.  But for whatever reason, this was the custom, and Pilate was hoping to 
use it to free Jesus.  It may have been that there were many prisoners at that time and that it 
was left up to the governor to decide which criminals he would allow them to choose from.  
In this case, he chose Barabbas – a man who had committed at least three crimes worthy of 
death in the eyes of Rome, namely, rebellion, murder and theft (Mark 15:7; John 18:40) – 
and he chose Jesus.  It seems obvious that Pilate made this choice thinking that the Jewish 
people would prefer to release anyone compared to Barabbas.  Pilate still thought Jesus 
was innocent.  He knew the main reason the Jewish leaders had brought Him in the first 
place was that they were jealous of Him.  It was not because Jesus was guilty, but because 
He was righteous, that they hated Him.  If Pilate couldn’t release Jesus for fear of the 
Jewish leaders, perhaps the people would do it; at least he hoped they would.  To make 
matters worse, while he was sitting on his judgment seat waiting for the answer, his wife 
sent to him to warn him to have nothing to do with Jesus, because He was a righteous Man, 
and because she had suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.  Apparently the Lord had 
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sent her this dream to warn Pilate to have nothing to do with condemning Him.  Because of 
this, he tried all the more to obtain Jesus’ release.   

However, there was another problem.  Apparently, either the Jewish leaders had 
discerned that Pilate was going to try this and had convinced the people ahead of time to 
ask for the release of the other prisoner and for the death of Jesus, or when they saw Jesus 
on the judgment platform with Barabbas, they had the time then to convince the people to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus crucified.  Again we see the effects of ungodly 
leadership.  When the leaders are bad, the people under their leadership generally go the 
wrong way.  That’s why having godly leaders – leaders who know God’s will and are 
willing to go that direction – is so important.  But either way, when Pilate asked them 
which one they wanted released, they cried out, “Barabbas” (v. 21).  Thinking perhaps that 
they may have liked Barabbas for some reason, and that this was why they were asking for 
his release, and hoping that he might still let Jesus go, he asked, “Then what shall I do with 
Jesus who is called Christ?” (v. 22).  But they cried out, “Let Him be crucified!” the very 
thing Pilate wanted to avoid.  And so Pilate began to plead for Him, “Why, what evil has 
He done?”  Well what evil had He done?  Had He sinned against God?  No.  Had Jesus 
broken any law of man, even of the Romans?  No.  Jesus had taught the people to give to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s (Matt. 22:21).  He 
hadn’t sinned against God, against government, or against any man.  He had done nothing 
wrong.  But they still hated Him.  This again is the nature of sin.  The light of God’s truth 
was shining brightly from Him, but they didn’t like the conviction it brought (John 3:20).  
And so they shouted all the more, “Let Him be crucified!”  They did as Peter will accuse 
them later, “You disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life” (Acts 3:14-15).   

Finally, Pilate, seeing that he wasn’t accomplishing anything, but that a riot was 
starting, took some water and washed his hands in front of the people, saying, “I am 
innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves” (v. 24).  He knew that Jesus was 
innocent.  He knew there wasn’t any evidence against Him.  There were only false 
accusations, which had come from the evil hearts of the Jewish leaders.  But he also knew 
that nothing short of Jesus’ death would satisfy this mob.  And so instead of doing what he 
should have done – which was to acquit Jesus because of the lack of evidence against Him 
– he decided to do one more thing to try and get the people to release Him – he declared to 
them that the guilt for Jesus’ murder – for that it is what it would be – would not be his, but 
theirs.  But even this didn’t work.  When the people saw that Pilate was hesitating because 
he was afraid of the guilt of this crime, they gladly accepted the blame, so that Jesus 
couldn’t escape.  They said, “His blood be on us and on our children” (v. 25).  Now when 
they said this, they weren’t accepting His atonement to wash away their sins.  Rather, they 
were declaring before God that the guilt of this man’s death was to be laid at their feet and 
at the feet of their children.  They hated Jesus so much, they were willing to risk bringing a 
curse upon themselves and their children to put Him to death.  Parents should always be 
trying to take advantage of the blessings they can bring to their children, if they raise them 
in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  But these wanted to bring a curse down on them, 
and this is what they did.  And it turned out being a curse not only for the blood of Jesus, 
but also for the blood of all the righteous – from the blood of righteous Abel, to the blood 
of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah (Matt. 23:35).  God brought this curse on them in A. D. 
70, when He sent the Roman armies to crush their city.  But even here we need to see that 
although most of them received this curse, there were some who didn’t.  Some received 
His mercy.  The blood of Christ fell on some of them to cleanse them, and not to curse 
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them.  God is better to us than we are to ourselves.  Those of us here this morning who 
know Him and love Him, know this is true, for He has better to us that we are to ourselves, 
and better than we deserve.  Now Pilate might have thought that this washing of his hands 
cleared him, but it didn’t.  Because he didn’t repent, the Lord still brought judgment down 
on his head.  Tradition has it that he was banished six years later to Gaul – which is 
generally modern day France – where he committed suicide.  Pilate sinned in his 
miscarriage of justice, but the Lord was righteous in giving him justice.  But He also 
brought judgment on the Jews, because they very unrighteously demanded Jesus’ death.   

And so we’ve seen Pilate’s determination to acquit Jesus of the false charges 
against Him and to set Him free.  Secondly, and briefly, we also need to recognize that 
Jesus was just as determined not to defend Himself, but to submit to His Father’s will by 
going to the cross.  Jesus answered yes to the charge that He was the King of the Jews, the 
one thing that could have ended in His being sentenced to death.  Other than that, He didn’t 
answer any of the other charges, nor did He even try to defend Himself.  Why not?  It was 
because Jesus came into the world to suffer and to die, and He didn’t want anything to stop 
it.  Isaiah wrote, “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He 
did not open His mouth” (53:7).  Don’t you think that Jesus could have defended Himself?  
He could have very easily and skillfully cleared Himself to everyone’s satisfaction, even 
though He didn’t need to, because everyone already knew He was innocent.  But if He had, 
He would have been going against His Father’s will.  His Father wanted Him to be quiet, 
to submit to His will, to willingly go like a sheep to the slaughter, so that He could free His 
people from their sins.  And Jesus did this, because it was what His Father wanted.  How 
could He have done anything else?  He couldn’t have.  How can we do anything else, since 
we also love the Father, and our Lord Jesus who suffered for us?  We need to realize that 
the Lord sometimes calls us to suffer as well for the sake of righteousness.  Sometimes it 
can’t be avoided.  We live in a fallen world.  There’s a lot of sin in this world and a lot of 
people who hate Jesus.  When you do what’s right around those who think it’s wrong, it’s 
only a matter of time before they hate you and persecute you for it.  But when this 
happens, what should we do?  We should do what Jesus did.  Peter writes, “For you have 
been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 
and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, 
but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins 
in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed” (1 Pet. 2:21-24).  Now this doesn’t mean that we must always be 
quiet and never fight back.  Sometimes we need to speak out to be obedient to God.  Jesus 
had to keep quiet at the end, so that He could die for our sins, but earlier in His ministry, 
He had a lot to say.  If there are things we can do to defend ourselves without breaking 
God’s Law, we should do them.  But if not, then we must quietly submit ourselves to God 
and follow Jesus’ example of suffering for the glory of God.  Jesus was willing to do this 
for us.  He was willing to be accused, reviled, beaten, and mocked, and to shed His own 
blood to give us life.  How then can we not also be willing to face whatever we must for 
Him?  May this example of our Lord’s love and mercy toward us encourage us to be 
willing to lay down our lives again for Him and to pay whatever price we must to faithfully 
serve Him.  Amen.   


