
“Jesus Prays that We Would Be with Him” 

(John 17:24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Jesus has been praying  

 

That His Father would preserve us:   

 

First, by protecting us  

 

From a world that hates us  

 

Even as they hated Him –  

 

Because by His Spirit  

 

He has made us like Him –  

 

And because the message  

 

We’re bringing –  

 

That all have sinned  

 

And are under God’s judgment,  

 

But God is willing to pardon and forgive  

 

If they will only turn from their sins  

 

And receive His Son –  

 

Is an offensive message –  

 

In today’s terms:   

 

It’s not politically correct.   

 

He didn’t pray that His Father  

 

Would take us out of the world –  
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Because we still have a work to do in this world –  

 

But to protect us while we’re here.   

 

 

Second, He prayed  

 

That the Father would preserve us  

 

By protecting us from ourselves:   

 

From the sin in our hearts –  

 

So we wouldn’t be tempted by the world  

 

And fall under its power –  

 

And from selfishness –  

 

So that we wouldn’t be so focused  

 

On ourselves and our own comforts  

 

That we wouldn’t be willing  

 

To make the sacrifices necessary  

 

To bring the Gospel  

 

To the lost and dying.   

 

 

Finally, He prayed for our unity –  

 

That He would subdue  

 

The sin of division in our hearts,  

 

And give us the same love and concern for one another  

 

That we might be one body, one church,  

 

So that the world would have  

 

A living example of the truth of the Gospel.   
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There are very few people  

 

That can really get along with each other in the world.   

 

A vast society of people  

 

From every culture and part of the world  

 

All getting along, working together,  

 

And loving each other with the kind of love Jesus has for us  

 

Would be an incredible testimony  

 

Of the reality and power of Jesus Christ.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Finally, Jesus prays for our glorification.   

 

 

The last two requests Jesus made  

 

Had to do with our sanctification –  

 

This one with our glorification:   

 

The Lord always sanctifies before He glorifies –  

 

He prepares us for heaven before He brings us to heaven.   

 

That’s why He gave us His Holy Spirit:   

 

That we might fall out of love with sin,  

 

And in love with Him.   

 

John writes in his first letter, “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we would be called children of God; and such we are.  For this reason the 

world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are 

children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.  We know that 

when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is 

pure” (1 John 3:1-3).   
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So having prayed for our sanctification,  

 

Jesus now goes on in verse 24 to pray for our glorification:  “Father, I desire that 

they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may 

see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the 

foundation of the world.”   

 

 

Let’s look at three things from this verse:   

 

1.  Jesus’ request:  our glorification – that we might be with Him in heaven.   

 

2.  Jesus’ purpose:  that we might see His glory.   

 

3.  The two reasons the Father will answer this prayer:   

 

a.  Because Jesus loves us.   

 

b.  Because His Father loves Him.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider His request:  that we might be with Him in heaven.   

 

Jesus prays, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me 

where I am.”   

 

 

Notice again that Jesus does not pray for the world:  

 

He prays for those the Father has given Him –  

 

The elect,  

 

Those that belong to Him:   

 

Who are known by their trust in Him  

 

And who are growing into His image.   

 

If these things are true of you,  

 

He was – and is – praying for you.   
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He prays that we might be where He is –  

 

Not where He was at that time,  

 

But where He would soon be:  in heaven.   

 

 

As you’ll recall, this was the eve of His betrayal.   

 

Jesus would soon be arrested,  

 

Put on trial, condemned,  

 

And handed over to the Romans for crucifixion.   

 

It was on the cross that our sins would be imputed to Him,  

 

That He would face His Father’s judgment for our sins,  

 

And where His blood would be poured out to atone for us.   

 

He would then be buried,  

 

Raised again on the third day,  

 

And then after 40 more, ascend into heaven,  

 

Where He would rule and reign  

 

Until He returns to raise the dead,  

 

And gather the living to the final judgment.   

 

 

Jesus prays for us here  

 

That when our purpose in this world is finished,  

 

That we would be taken up with Him into heaven,  

 

And then after the final judgment  

 

That we might be with Him forever  

 

In the New Heavens and the New Earth.   
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This is the goal of God’s redemption for us:   

 

Paul writes in Romans 8:29-30, “For those whom He foreknew, He also 

predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 

the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also 

called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He 

justified, He also glorified.”   

 

 

When we are finally called to leave this world  

 

We will be fully transformed into His image  

 

And enter into that perfect world  

 

Of love and peace and happiness  

 

Where we will be with Him forever –  

 

This is what Jesus is asking.   

 

 

B.  But there is a purpose behind our being in heaven:   

 

That we might see His glory.   

 

Again, we read in verse 24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given 

Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have 

given Me.”   

 

The glory He speaks of here is the same glory He prayed for earlier in verses 4-5, “I 

glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have 

given Me to do.  Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory 

which I had with You before the world was.”   

 

As Jesus humbled Himself and became a man,  

 

Giving up the divine glory He possessed –  

 

Not in His divine nature,  

 

But in His humanity –  

 

He prayed that the Father would again  

 

Clothe Him with that glory as the God-man.   
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His prayer is that we would be there to see it.   

 

 

The verb tense of the word “see” in the original  

 

Means that we might continually see it –  

 

Not just catch a glimpse of it,  

 

Or see for a short time –  

 

But look at it for the rest of eternity.   

 

 

Why is this important?   

 

Because this, above everything else,  

 

Is what makes heaven to be heaven:   

 

To see the divine glory of Jesus Christ.   

 

John, speaking of that world the Lord will bring following the final judgment,  

 

Writes in Revelation 21:22-23, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  And the city has no need of the sun or of 

the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the 

Lamb.”   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the 

exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His 

power” (Heb. 1:3).   

 

Jesus is the lamp from which the glory of God shines.   

 

He is the radiance of God’s glory –  

 

Which means He will be glorious to behold.   

 

This is what has been called the Beatific Vision –  

 

The blessed, sublime, glorious sight of God.   

 

It’s impossible to describe what it’s like –  
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There’s really no way you can describe it  

 

To someone who hasn’t seen it.   

 

Edwards tells us it’s like trying to describe color to a blind man,  

 

Or music to someone who’s deaf –  

 

They have no idea what you’re talking about  

 

Because they don’t have the faculty to see or hear.   

 

They have nothing to compare it with.   

 

 

The only way you can know what it is  

 

Is to see it:  And you have seen it,  

 

If you know Jesus as your Savior –  

 

If you love Him and are following Him.   

 

The reason you’re doing these things  

 

Is because the Spirit has shown you His glory –  

 

He hasn’t given you a full view, but only a glimpse –  

 

But that glimpse was all you needed  

 

To change the direction of your life forever –  

 

To move you to follow Him all the way to heaven.   

 

 

Samuel Rutherford wrote about this glory  

 

And the blessing of seeing it fully in heaven  

 

In his famous hymn, “The Sands of Time Are Sinking,” 

 

“O Christ, He is the fountain, the deep, sweet well of love! 

The streams of earth I’ve tasted more deep I’ll drink above: 

There to an ocean fullness His mercy doth expand, 

And glory, glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 
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“The King there in His beauty, without a veil is seen: 

It were a well spent journey, though seven deaths lay between: 

The Lamb with His fair army, doth on Mount Zion stand, 

And glory—glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land. 

 

“I shall sleep sound in Jesus, filled with His likeness rise, 

To love and to adore Him, to see Him with these eyes: 

’Tween me and resurrection but Paradise doth stand; 

Then—then for glory dwelling in Immanuel’s land. 

 

“The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face; 

I will not gaze at glory but on my King of grace. 

Not at the crown He giveth but on His pierced hand; 

The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel’s land. 

 

 

Bernard of Clairvaux did the same in his hymn, “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee,” 

 

“O Jesus, King most wonderful 

Thou Conqueror renowned, 

Thou sweetness most ineffable 

In whom all joys are found! 

 

“When once Thou visitest the heart, 

Then truth begins to shine, 

Then earthly vanities depart, 

Then kindles love divine. 

 

“O Jesus, light of all below, 

Thou fount of living fire, 

Surpassing all the joys we know, 

And all we can desire. 

 

“O Jesus, Thou the beauty art 

Of angel worlds above; 

Thy name is music to the heart, 

Inflaming it with love. 

 

“Celestial sweetness unalloyed, 

Who eat Thee hunger still; 

Who drink of Thee still feel a void 

Which only Thou canst fill. 

 

 

If you love Jesus this morning,  
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The reason you do is because the Spirit  

 

Has revealed His glory to you –  

 

That’s what He does in the new birth –  

 

As we read this morning from 2 Corinthians 3.   

 

If He has revealed that glory to you, you want more,  

 

And because you do, you will continue to press forward  

 

Until you see the fullness of His glory in heaven.   

 

 

Jesus prayed that we might be with Him in heaven,  

 

Not only that we might enjoy the blessings of that glorious world  

 

But that we might be blessed as we behold His glory  

 

And are transformed by it into His image  

 

From one level of glory to the next (2 Cor. 3:18).   

 

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider the two reasons the Father will answer this prayer.   

 

The first is, because this is what Jesus wants.   

 

Again, look at verse 24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, 

be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given 

Me.”   

 

He wants us to have this blessing of seeing His glory.   

 

And the reason He wants this is because He loves us.   

 

John writes in John 13:1, “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing 

that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, 

having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”   

 

This is His wish, His desire,  

 

And since He’s done everything necessary  
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For His desire to be fulfilled  

 

He asks that the Father might grant this request.   

 

This is really a repetition of what He prayed earlier  

 

In verses 1 and 2, “He said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the 

Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all 

whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.’”   

 

 

The second reason the Father will hear and answer this prayer  

 

Is because He loves His Son.   

 

Again, at the end of verse 24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have 

given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You 

have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”   

 

Because the Father has always loved Jesus,  

 

He has given Him glory.   

 

And because He loves Him now,  

 

He will answer His request  

 

To bring us to where we can see it  

 

For the rest of time.   

 

 

In closing, let me ask you  

 

Has the Spirit given you that glimpse of Jesus’ glory?   

 

Do you want to see it in its fullness?   

 

If so, then you will –  

 

You will be blessed in heaven forever,  

 

Because Jesus loves you and has prayed for you,  

 

And because the Father has heard  
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And granted His Son this request.   

 

 

But if you haven’t seen it –  

 

If you haven’t trusted Jesus –  

 

If your life shows that you haven’t  

 

Because you’re still going the way of the world –  

 

Then look to Jesus and ask Him  

 

To give you His Spirit –  

 

To open your eyes,  

 

And show you His glory,  

 

So that you might trust Him  

 

And follow Him to heaven.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


