
 

“Jesus on Trial before the High Priest” 

(John 18:13-24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Last time, we saw  

 

Jesus handed Himself over willingly to His enemies  

 

For our salvation.   

 

No one took His life –  

 

He gave it freely for us.   

 

There were several things He could have done  

 

To prevent His arrest –  

 

He had already avoided capture many times before.   

 

But now His time had come –  

 

The time where He would lay down His life –  

 

Now the last steps in His journey to the cross  

 

Were about to be completed –  

 

Now we see what He had to endure for us  

 

In order to bring us to God.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This morning, we see the second of these steps.   

 

The first was His handing Himself over  

 

To be arrested and bound by His enemies.   

 

Now we see Him put on trial, condemned and abused for us.   

 

 

Let’s consider the following:   

 

1.  Where Jesus was put on trial.   

 



 

2.  Who was present at His trial.   

 

3.  And the proceedings and outcome of His trial.   

 

 

As we look at these things,  

 

We’re going to combine our text  

 

With what we read earlier in Matthew 26:57-68.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider where Jesus was put on trial:  and that is at Caiaphas’ house.   

 

I want us to look at this  

 

So that when we read the other Gospels  

 

We won’t be confused.   

 

 

John tells us that after Jesus was taken into custody,  

 

He was first taken to the house of Annas,  

 

The father-in-law of Caiaphas.   

 

We read in verses 12-13, “So the Roman cohort and the commander and the 

officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus and bound Him, and led Him to Annas first; 

for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.”   

 

Verse 24 then appears to tell us that after the events of verses 19-23,  

 

That Jesus was sent to Caiaphas.   

 

John writes, “So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.”   

 

 

So where’s the confusion?   

 

The confusion begins in verses 15-18,  

 

Where John records Peter’s first denial.   

 

If this takes place at Annas’ house,  

 

Then it contradicts Matthew  

 

Where he clearly tells us  

 

That it happened at Caiaphas’ house.   



 

 

Matthew writes in 26:57-58, “Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to 

Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered 

together.  But Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of 

the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the 

outcome.”   

 

 

Second, John tells us that Jesus’ trials and Peter’s denials  

 

Both take place at the house of the high priest in verses 15-16, “Simon Peter was 

following Jesus, and so was another disciple.  Now that disciple was known to 

the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, but Peter 

was standing at the door outside.  So the other disciple, who was known to the 

high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.”   

 

John already told us in verse 13 that Caiaphas was the high priest that year.   

 

 

So how do we make sense out of verse 24,  

 

Which seems to tell us that Jesus was tried –  

 

And Peter denied Him the first time – at Annas’ house,  

 

But He was then bound and taken to Caiaphas’ house,  

 

Where Peter denied Him the next two times?   

 

 

We need to see that John is simply telling us –  

 

After he describes the events of the trial –  

 

What had happened earlier.   

 

This is reflected in the KJV  

 

Where the verse in translated as a parenthesis,  

 

“Now Annas had sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest” (v. 24).   

 

 

He wasn’t tried by Annas,  

 

Then sent to Caiaphas –  

 

These events all took place at Caiaphas’ house.   

 

 

B.  Second, let’s consider who was present at Jesus’ trial:   

 



 

Matthew tells us in verse 57, “Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to 

Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together.”   

 

Mark writes in 14:53, “They led Jesus away to the high priest; and all the chief 

priests and the elders and the scribes gathered together.”   

 

This was a full meeting of the Sanhedrin –  

 

The supreme judicial council of the Jews,  

 

And the administrative leadership of Israel.   

 

They had gathered together for one purpose:   

 

To put Jesus to death,  

 

To fulfill that prophecy that Caiaphas had made earlier  

 

In John 11:49-52, “‘You know nothing at all, nor do you take into account that it is 

expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not 

perish.’   Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that 

year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not for the nation 

only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God 

who are scattered abroad.”   

 

And to fulfill what the psalmist wrote in Psalm 118:22-23, “The stone which the 

builders rejected has become the chief corner stone. This is the LORD’S doing; it 

is marvelous in our eyes.”   

 

C.  Third, we see how the trial proceeded and its outcome.   

 

1.  First, Caiaphas tried to get Jesus to incriminate Himself.   

 

We read in verses 19-21, “The high priest then questioned Jesus about His 

disciples, and about His teaching.  Jesus answered him, ‘I have spoken openly to 

the world; I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews 

come together; and I spoke nothing in secret.  Why do you question Me? 

Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; they know what I said.’”   

 

Instead of bringing charges against Him –  

 

Which is what Caiaphas should have done,  

 

If there were charges to be brought –  

 

He tried to entrap Jesus by getting Him to admit  

 

To things He might have taught His disciples in secret.   

 

He was likely probing to see if Jesus would say  

 

That He had come to overthrow the Romans –  



 

 

As the Jews expected –  

 

So that he could accuse Jesus to the Romans.   

 

Of course, if He blasphemed by claiming to be God,  

 

That would do as well.   

 

 

Jesus said nothing about His disciples  

 

Because He was protecting them.   

 

But He did answer regarding His teaching:   

 

That He had spoken openly –  

 

Not just to His disciples,  

 

But to all the people –  

 

In the synagogues and the temple,  

 

Where the Jews were gathered.   

 

Even when He explained things more clearly  

 

To His disciples in private,  

 

It was still based on His public teaching.   

 

 

Jesus then asked  

 

Why Caiaphas was questioning Him –  

 

The proper thing to do would be to ask those who heard –  

 

Why wasn’t he calling for witnesses to testify –  

 

Since many there had heard Him  

 

And knew He what He had taught:   

 

That He hadn’t been guilty of sedition or blasphemy –  

 

Instead of expecting Jesus to testify against Himself?   

 

In other words,  

 

Jesus was politely suggesting  



 

 

That the proceedings be done in a right and orderly way.   

 

 

2.  When Jesus had said this, one of the officers near Him  

 

Responded in an unlawful way.   

 

We read in verses 22-23, “When He had said this, one of the officers standing 

nearby struck Jesus, saying, ‘Is that the way You answer the high priest?’  Jesus 

answered him, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if rightly, 

why do you strike Me?’”   

 

The officer might have been showing the court  

 

That he was not sympathetic to Jesus,  

 

Or he might have been trying to impress the high priest.   

 

But whatever the reason,  

 

What he did was unjust,  

 

But neither the high priest nor the court cared,  

 

Because they hated Jesus.   

 

 

Since no one else seemed interested  

 

In whether this abuse was right or wrong,  

 

Jesus defended Himself –  

 

Not in anger,  

 

But in a very mild and reasonable way –  

 

Saying to the officer,  

 

If He had said something wrong,  

 

Or had said it in an improper way,  

 

The right thing to do would have been  

 

To point it out.   

 

But if He had done nothing amiss,  

 

He should not have been struck.   

 



 

The Council should have reproved the officer  

 

For this miscarriage of justice.   

 

 

Jesus was abused,  

 

But He dealt with it graciously.   

 

 

3.  Since the high priest’s attempts  

 

To have Jesus incriminate Himself failed,  

 

He then turned to other means –  

 

The same means Jezebel used  

 

To have Nabal put to death  

 

So that her husband Ahab  

 

Could steal his vineyard –  

 

He began looking for someone  

 

Who was willing to bring false charges against Jesus –  

 

But this also failed.   

 

We read in Matthew 26:59-60, “Now the chief priests and the whole Council 

kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to 

death.  They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward.   

 

 

Two men eventually came forward  

 

With a false charge regarding what Jesus had said  

 

At the beginning of ministry about the Temple.   

 

We read at the end of verse 60 and in 61, “But later on two came forward, and 

said, ‘This man stated, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it 

in three days.”’”   

 

Jesus hadn’t said that He could destroy the temple –  

 

Though He could have if He had wanted –  

 

What He said was, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” 

(John 2:19).   

 



 

He was speaking about the temple of His body –  

 

How after He was crucified,  

 

He would be raised in three days:   

 

His body is the true Temple.   

 

 

Jesus also didn’t answer these charges,  

 

As He didn’t any of the false charges,  

 

Because they were completely unfounded.   

 

 

4.  But this last failure pushed the high priest to his final resort:   

 

We read in verses 62-63, “The high priest stood up and said to Him, ‘Do You 

not answer?  What is it that these men are testifying against You?’  But Jesus 

kept silent.  And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, 

that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’”   

 

When Jesus refused to answer the charges,  

 

Caiaphas stood in anger and cut to the chase:   

 

He knew what Jesus had been claiming about Himself,  

 

And so he charged Jesus to swear an oath  

 

In the name of the living God –  

 

As he had the authority to do as high priest –  

 

And to tell the court who He really was.   

 

 

Caiaphas knew Jesus had to answer this question –  

 

The Law required it:   

 

We read in Leviticus 5:1, “Now if a person sins after he hears a public 

adjuration to testify when he is a witness, whether he has seen or otherwise 

known, if he does not tell it, then he will bear his guilt.”   

 

And Jesus didn’t disappoint:   

 

We read in verse 64, “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself; nevertheless 

I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE 

RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF 

HEAVEN.’”   



 

 

He didn’t need to repeat what Caiaphas said –  

 

He was right:  He is the Christ, the Son of the living God.   

 

And He went on to say,  

 

That though he didn’t believe Him now,  

 

He soon would, when the Son of Man  

 

Would show that He was exalted to the right hand of power,  

 

By pouring out His vengeance against Israel  

 

When He came against them in 70 AD.   

 

 

Even though Jesus testified truthfully,  

 

That was all they needed to condemn Him –  

 

In their eyes, He was a blasphemer.   

 

We read in verses 65-66, “Then the high priest tore his robes and said, ‘He has 

blasphemed!  What further need do we have of witnesses?  Behold, you have 

now heard the blasphemy; what do you think?’  They answered, ‘He deserves 

death!’”   

 

 

Since they didn’t have the authority to put Him to death –  

 

And if they murdered Him in secret,  

 

The people would turn against them –  

 

They determined to hand Him over to the Romans for judgment.   

 

 

But before they did,  

 

They first showed their contempt for Him.   

 

We read in verses 67-68, “Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their 

fists; and others slapped Him, and said, ‘Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the 

one who hit You?’”   

 

 

Again, Jesus could have prevented all of this,  

 

But He submitted to it for us.   

 



 

 

D.  What can we learn from this?   

 

1.  First, we want to see this  

 

As a continuing refrain  

 

Of the Lord’s love for us   

 

 

If you are a believer this morning,  

 

Everything He went through here,  

 

He willingly went through for you –  

 

His arrest,  

 

His being bound,  

 

His humiliation,  

 

His mock trial,  

 

The hatred He endured,  

 

The rejection and condemnation of His own people,  

 

The abuse He suffered at their hands –  

 

All of this was for you:   

 

Because He loves you so much,  

 

Because He wanted to save you,  

 

Because He wants you to be with Him  

 

Throughout eternity.   

 

Jesus submitted to this rejection,  

 

To this condemnation,  

 

To this abuse for you.   

 

 

2.  Now if Jesus was willing to suffer these things for you,  

 

How much more should you be willing  

 

To suffer these things for Him?   



 

 

One of the things –  

 

Perhaps more than any other –  

 

That keeps us from living how He wants us to live,  

 

Or sharing His message with others,  

 

Is the fear of what our peers will think of us –  

 

The fear of not fitting in,  

 

Of being thought out of step or strange,  

 

Or being rejected, condemned or abused by them.  

 

 

Well, Jesus told you in advance,  

 

That if you followed Him,  

 

That’s exactly what you could expect –  

 

That this was part of the cost  

 

You had to be willing to pay.   

 

He said, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated 

you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you 

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world 

hates you” (John 15:18-19).   

 

That’s why John writes, “Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you” 

(1 John 3:13).   

 

 

He was willing to this for you.   

 

He left this as an example for you.   

 

Follow Him.   

 

 

3.  Don’t forget also to follow the way He suffered:   

 

When the high priest  

 

Tried to get Him to go against the Law  

 

By testifying against Himself,  

 



 

Jesus respectfully corrected him.   

 

 

When He was unjustly abused by the officer,  

 

He gently corrected him.   

 

 

When false witnesses brought false charges against Him,  

 

He didn’t retaliate –  

 

He simply didn’t answer them.   

 

 

And when lawful authority  

 

Charged Him to speak the truth,  

 

He spoke the truth –  

 

Even though He knew they would reject it and condemn Him.   

 

We need to do the same.   

 

 

4.  Finally, if you don’t know Him –  

 

If you don’t want to follow His example,  

 

Or believe that you even need to –  

 

Then come to Jesus –  

 

Turn from your sins 

 

And trust Him.   

 

You can’t do these things from your heart without Him,  

 

You can’t make yourself love Him without His Spirit.   

 

He has to put this in your heart.   

 

So look to Him, ask Him:   

 

He is gracious and merciful.   

 

If you sincerely come to Him,  

 

He will do it.   

 



 

 

Let’s prepare to come to the Table.   
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