
“Jesus’ Ministry Begins” 

(Mark 1:14-15) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  There were a few things that had to be done before Jesus could begin His 

ministry:   

a.  He had to be born into the world in our nature.   

b.  His life had to fulfill the OT types – e. g., Egypt, Moses, etc.   

c.  He had to live perfectly according to the Law from His youth to adulthood.   

d.  John had to preach repentance and baptize to get the people ready.   

e.  Jesus had to submit to that baptism to fulfill all righteousness and receive the 

anointing of the Spirit for ministry.   

f.  And Jesus had to face and defeat the devil.   

 

2.  It was this last point we focused on last week.   

a.  Jesus had to succeed where Adam failed – He had to face the enemy and 

overcome him.   

b.  He did it through the Word and Spirit.   

(i)  By knowing and applying the truth of God’s Word against the enemy’s 

lies – even getting the right things in the wrong way.   

(ii)  And by holding fast to that Word in His heart through the power of the 

Spirit.   

 

c.  He not only overcame the enemy, He also showed us how to do it.   

(i)  We must study to know God’s truth and how to apply it.   

(ii)  And we must use the means He’s given us to be strong in the Spirit.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.   

a.  John’s ministry comes to an end when he is arrested by Herod.   

b.  With John now gone, Jesus takes up where he left off in preaching the 

kingdom.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, why John’s public ministry needed to conclude before His public 

ministry could begin.   

b.  Second, what the message was Jesus preached.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider why John’s public ministry needed to conclude before His 

public ministry could begin, “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus 

came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God” (v. 14).   

1.  Jesus’ public preaching ministry did not begin until John’s had ended.   
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a.  We see this in our text.   

b.  It’s even clearer in Matthew 4:12-17, “Now when Jesus heard that John had 

been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, He 

came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun 

and Naphtali. . . .  From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”   

c.  This doesn’t mean Jesus didn’t do anything between the time He battled the 

enemy and called His disciples.   

(i)  John records several things – one of which was to turn water into wine at 

the wedding in Cana of Galilee.   

(ii)  It’s interesting that when His mother Mary comes to tell Him there is no 

more wine, Jesus replies, “Woman, what does that have to do with us?  

My hour has not yet come” (John 1:4).   

(iii)  The hour of His public ministry had not yet come, because John’s 

wasn’t yet finished.   

 

2.  John’s public ministry ended when he was taken into custody (arrested) by 

Herod.   

a.  John had denounced Herod for his adulterous relationship with Herodias.   

b.  Neither liked the public humiliation and so Herod had him arrested (Matt. 

14:3-4).   

c.  John’s ministry continued for a while – although to a much smaller audience 

– but he was eventually beheaded.   

d.  This is a reminder to us that there is a price for standing up for the truth – 

“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 

Tim. 3:12).   

 

3.  Why did John’s public ministry need to end before Jesus’ could begin?   

a.  John’s ministry was preparatory – as we’ve seen.  He prepared the people by 

preaching the Law and requiring repentance.   

b.  A little while after Jesus was baptized, John said of Him, “He must increase, 

but I must decrease” (John 3:30).   

c.  When his ministry and testimony regarding Jesus was complete, his public 

ministry ended – apparently the Lord didn’t want anything to diminish in any 

way the testimony of His Son.   

d.  One thing to note is that the end of John’s testimony was the end of the 

ministry of the Old Covenant prophets, but not of the Old Covenant Law.   

(i)  The Old Covenant was about to end – Jesus would sacrifice Himself in 

about three years – but that didn’t put an end to the usefulness of the Law.   

(ii)  One of the first things Jesus taught was that the present heavens and earth 

would pass away before Law ever would (Matt. 5:17-20).   

(iii)  It is still necessary to convict us of our sins to drive us to Christ.   

(iv)  It is still necessary to teach us true holiness.   

 

f.  Another thing to note is that the Lord will never allow His Gospel to be 

silenced.   
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(i)  If one minister is taken out of the way, another will be raised up.   

(ii)  There will always be a faithful witness to the truth.   

 

B.  Let’s consider, second, the message Jesus preached:  “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (v. 15).   

1.  His message was quite simple:  repent and believe.   

a.  To enter into heaven and eternal glory, we must turn from our sins and trust 

Jesus’ work to get us there.   

b.  It’s important that we understand this, since this is the message we are to 

bring to others.   

 

2.  He really says three things.   

a.  First, “the time is fulfilled.”   

(i)  He’s referring to the time indicated by the prophets regarding the coming 

of Messiah (e.g., consider our meditation; 1 Pet. 1:10-11).   

(ii)  The most familiar is Daniel’s 70 weeks, which tells precisely when Jesus 

would come.   

(a)  From the time the decree was issued to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

until the coming of the Messiah, would be 69 weeks, or 483 years 

(Dan. 9:25).   

(b)  Three and a half years later – in the middle of the seventieth week – 

He would put an end to the sacrifice and grain offering (v. 27) – which 

is what He did through His sacrifice.   

(c)  Through His work, He would bring in everlasting righteousness, fulfill 

the types, shadows, visions and prophesies that had to do with Him, 

and inaugurate the New Covenant (v. 24).   

(d)  The decree had been issued, Jerusalem had been rebuilt, and now 

Messiah was here – “the time is fulfilled.”   

(e)  Fulfilled prophecy was an important part of Jesus’ message – the Jews 

needed to see these things to know who He was.   

(f)  For our purposes, it still has tremendous apologetic value.   

 

b.  The second thing He says is, “The kingdom of God is at hand” (v. 15).   

(i)  This is the same message John preached (Matt. 3:2).   

(ii)  It meant two things:   

(a)  The Mediatorial Kingdom of Christ was near – because the King was 

here.   

(i)  The kingdom that would crush and put an end to all world 

kingdoms (Dan. 2:44).   

(ii)  The kingdom that would fill the earth (v. 35) and bring all nations 

in subjection to the King, Jesus (Psalm 2).   

 

(b)  It also meant the Redemptive Kingdom of Christ was near.   

(i)  The same kingdom as Mediatorial.   

(ii)  The one that would supplant Satan’s kingdom and lead to the 

salvation of all His people.   
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(c)  This reminds us that there are always two purposes in evangelism.   

(i)  To bring a soul to safety in Jesus through His righteousness.   

(ii)  To bring a soul into subjection to Jesus as King.   

 

c.  The third part of His message is how we can enter this kingdom:  We must 

“Repent and believe in the Gospel.”   

(i)  It’s a familiar message, but sadly often misunderstood today.   

(a)  Most would agree that we are to repent – but they limit that repentance 

to a change of mind about who Jesus is.   

(b)  Most would say we must believe – but they limit that belief to reciting 

the Sinner’s Prayer.   

 

(ii)  But what does Jesus really mean?   

(a)  He means that you do need to change your mind about who He is, but 

you must do more:   

(1)  You must acknowledge you have sinned.   

(2)  You must hate your sins and turn from them.   

(3)  And you must purpose to live according to God’s commandments.   

 

(b)  You must also believe the facts of the Gospel and express that faith 

through your prayers, but again there is more:  You must place your 

whole hope of entering heaven on Jesus Christ and Him alone.   

(1)  You must not only know what the Bible teaches.   

(2)  You must not only believe it’s true.   

(3)  You must actually trust Jesus to save you.   

 

(c)  This is the message Jesus preached.   

(1)  If you’ve never repented and trusted Jesus to save you, do so now.   

(2)  If you have, remember that this is the only message He has given 

that can save.   

(3)  Softening the message to make it more acceptable to unbelievers 

won’t help them, it will condemn them.   

(4)  If you want to see others come to faith in Christ, this is what you 

must tell them.   

(5)  May the Lord help us to understand the message and communicate 

it to others.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


