
“Jesus Is Your Prophet, Priest and King” 

(Psalm 110) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw importance of believing Jesus –  

 

What He taught about the new birth –  

 

That it’s given sovereignly by the Spirit.  

 

That you must have it to enter heaven.   

 

Not only is this clearly taught in the OT,  

 

One who was in heaven itself came down  

 

To reveal it even more clearly to us.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening, I want to back away from our topic just a bit  

 

To consider a slightly broader context:   

 

That of the three offices Jesus was given –  

 

The three He performs –  

 

To bring you savingly to Himself –  

 

And how you should respond to each.   

 

 

This morning, we were looking at the work Jesus did as our prophet –  

 

That He came down to show us how we could be saved.   

 

But equally important, are the two other offices given to Him by the Father –  

 

That of Priest and King.   
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All of them were necessary.   

 

Jesus did the work of each perfectly.   

 

And that is why you have the hope that one day  

 

You will be with Him in heaven if you place your whole hope on Him.   

 

 

This evening, let’s consider,  

 

1.  That Jesus is your Prophet.   

 

2.  That Jesus is your Priest.   

 

3.  And that Jesus is your King.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus is your prophet.   

 

1.  I haven’t done this for a while, but I thought it would be helpful  

 

To look at the Westminster Shorter Catechism.   

 

This catechism was originally written by the Assembly  

 

To teach those who were recently converted to Jesus.   

 

It’s really a shortcut to learn what the Bible says as a whole –  

 

If you know the broader context of what Scripture teaches,  

 

The individual parts are easier to understand.   

 

 

2.  Let’s begin with question 23 of the Shorter Catechism that summarizes His 

work.   

 

“What offices does Christ execute [carry out, perform] as our Redeemer?  A. 

Christ, as our Redeemer, executes [performs] the offices of a prophet, of a 

priest, and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation.”   

 

Notice this includes pretty much everything He does in the work of salvation –  

  

Everything is connected to one of the three offices.   
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Notice also that part of His work was done while on earth – in His state 

(condition) of humiliation –  

 

And part of it is continuing in heaven –  

 

In His state (position) of exaltation.   

 

 

3.  The first work mentioned is that of being our Prophet.   

 

Question 24 of the Shorter Catechism reads, “How does Christ execute 

[perform] the office of a prophet?  A. Christ executes [performs] the office of 

a prophet, in revealing to us, by His Word and Spirit, the will of God for our 

salvation.”   

 

We saw a great example of this in our morning passage.   

 

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of 

what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony.  If I told you earthly 

things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 

things?  No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from 

heaven: the Son of Man” (John 3:11-13).   

 

Jesus came down from heaven to tell us what God says in language we can 

understand.   

 

John earlier told us that He came down to reveal the Father, “No one has seen 

God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He 

has explained Him” (1:18).   

 

And we’ll see in a few weeks how He was able to do this.   

 

John the Baptist says of Him, “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of 

God; for He gives the Spirit without measure” (v. 34).   

 

Jesus became man so that He might show us what His Father is like,  

 

That He might teach us what the Father wants us to do,  

 

In words we can understand.   

 

 

We saw Jesus was also doing this before He came into the world through His 

Spirit.   
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Peter writes, “As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that 

would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, seeking to know 

what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He 

predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to 

them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which 

now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to 

you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven -- things into which angels long to 

look” (1 Pet. 1:10-12).   

 

That’s why Jesus is called the Word  –  

 

He is the One who has revealed God to us.   

 

 

And now that Jesus is in heaven, He continues to reveal Him  

 

Through His Word and by His Spirit.   

 

That’s why He calls you to read His Word –  

 

He’s even make it convenient for you  

 

By allowing you to have your own copy –  

 

For many centuries God’s people didn’t have their own Bibles  

 

And were dependent on having it read in the synagogues and in the churches.   

 

Now you can read it anytime you want and to your heart’s desire.   

 

That Jesus wants to speak to you and to be heard is also why  

 

He commands His Word to be read, explained and applied in the worship 

service.   

 

This is how He speaks to us today.   

 

This is how He exercises His office as Prophet.   

 

He also speaks by opening and closing doors,  

 

Though this can be a bit more subjective.   

 

 

4.  So first, let me ask you:   
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If Jesus is speaking, are you listening?   

 

Are you reading your Bibles?   

 

RBT is one great way the Lord has given us to do this.   

 

Is that what you’re doing?   

 

Have you been involved in the discussions?   

 

 

When you read, are you trying to get to know Him?   

 

Are you trying to understand what He wants you to do so you can obey Him?   

 

Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).   

 

 

Are you paying attention to the Scripture readings and sermons  

 

As we meet together for worship?   

 

Are you growing in your understanding?   

 

 

Jesus is the best possible teacher.   

 

He has told you everything you need to know in His Word.   

 

Make sure you take advantage of what He says  

 

So that the admonition the author to the Hebrews wrote to his audience  

 

Will never apply to you.   

 

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for 

someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and 

you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes 

only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an 

infant.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 

senses trained to discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:12-14).   

 

Make sure you’re growing in your understanding and into the image of Jesus.   
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“You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you 

are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 

steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  

Amen” (2 Pet. 3:17-18).   

 

 

B.  Second, Jesus is your priest.   

 

1.  Question 25 of the Shorter Catechism reads, “How does Christ execute 

[perform] the office of a priest?  A. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his 

once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us 

to God, and in making continual intercession for us.   

 

This is the work we’re more familiar with –  

 

That we more often associate with salvation.   

 

 

A priest offers sacrifices and prays for his people  

 

So that he might reconcile them to God.   

 

He has to share the same nature as those he represents  

 

So that he can understand their weaknesses.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “For every high priest taken from among men 

is appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to God, in order to offer 

both gifts and sacrifices for sins; he can deal gently with the ignorant and 

misguided, since he himself also is beset with weakness; and because of it he 

is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also for himself” 

(5:1-3).   

 

 

He can’t simply decide to become a priest –  

 

As Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On,  

 

Who were judged for intruding into that office (Num. 16) –  

 

He must be appointed by God.   

 

“And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by 

God, even as Aaron was” (Heb. 5:4).   
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2.  This is what the Father appointed Jesus to do  

 

a.  That Jesus might offer to Him a sacrifice of obedience to His commandments 

–  

 

Providing righteousness for you –  

 

The sacrifice of Himself on the cross –  

 

To pay for your sins –  

 

And His intercession/prayers to keep you securely in God’s family.   

 

“So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He 

who said to Him, ‘YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN 

YOU’; just as He says also in another passage, ‘YOU ARE A PRIEST 

FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.’  In 

the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with 

loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was 

heard because of His piety.  Although He was a Son, He learned 

obedience from the things which He suffered.  And having been made 

perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal 

salvation, being designated by God as a high priest according to the order 

of Melchizedek” (vv. 5-10).   

 

 

b.  He completed part of this work while on earth.   

 

He obeyed the Law here.   

 

He only had to die once on the cross.   

 

“So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 

appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who 

eagerly await Him” (Heb. 9:28).   

 

He’s not offered many times –  

 

Roman Catholicism believes each time the Mass is celebrated  

 

Jesus is crucified again –  

 

It was only once.   
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“For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 

separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need 

daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins 

and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when 

He offered up Himself” (Heb. 7:26-27).   

 

 

c.  But part of His work He continues in heaven.   

 

He prayed on earth, as we’ve seen.   

 

But He continues to intercede for us in heaven,  

 

Pleading the merits of His work on our behalf.   

 

“But Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His 

priesthood permanently.  Therefore He is able also to save forever those 

who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:24-25).   

 

 

3.  And so second, are you trusting Jesus’ work as your Priest?   

 

How often do you struggle with whether or not you’ll make it to heaven?   

 

If it depended on you – on your works, on your righteousness –  

 

You could know that you weren’t going to make it, because you could never be 

good enough.   

 

But since it’s based on a perfect obedience, a perfect sacrifice and perfect 

intercession,  

 

You can know with certainty.   

 

You can have a full assurance.   

 

 

Of course, to have this certainty, you need to have evidence that you really do 

belong to Him.   

 

You should know by now that that evidence is a godly life –  

 

A life of trusting Jesus  

 

And giving yourself in loving submission to His will.   
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The author to the Hebrews again writes, “For God is not unjust so as to forget 

your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having 

ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  And we desire that each one 

of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope 

until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who 

through faith and patience inherit the promises” (6:10-12).   

 

 

And this brings us to the last point:   

 

 

C.  Finally, Jesus is your King.   

 

Question 26 of the Shorter Catechism reads, “How does Christ execute [perform] 

the office of a king?  A. Christ executes [performs] the office of a king, in 

subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and 

conquering all his and our enemies.   

 

1.  The first thing He had to do as your King is subdue your rebellious heart.   

 

We saw how He did this in the morning sermon through the new birth –  

 

That work of the Spirit in changing your heart, making you willing to obey.   

 

Paul writes, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 

alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:4-5).   

 

 

2.  Second, as our King, not surprisingly, He rules over us.   

 

The reason He subdued your heart was so you would obey.   

 

This, as we just noted, is the evidence that you really do know Him –  

 

That you really do obey Him.   

 

John writes, “The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 

him.  We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given 

us” (1 John 3:24).   

 

 

3.  Finally, He restrains and conquers all His and our enemies.   

 

Of course, once we belong to Him, all His and our enemies are the same.   
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This subjection/conquering of His enemies was promised by His Father.   

 

David writes in Psalm 110:1, “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right 

hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”   

 

And Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:25, “For He must reign until He has put all 

His enemies under His feet.”   

 

This is our hope that ultimately things will get better until they are perfect!   

 

 

4.  And so finally, has the Lord subdued you to Himself?   

 

Are you submitting to Jesus and obeying Him in everything?   

 

If you have experienced the new birth, then you love Him.   

 

And if you love Him, you will obey Him.   

 

Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).   

 

 

On the other hand, if you don’t obey Him, you don’t love Him,  

 

And if you don’t love Him, you don’t belong to Him.   

 

You still need to be born again.   

 

 

If this is your situation this evening, then you need to seek the Lord.   

 

But there is a condition –  

 

The Lord will only be found if you seek Him in a particular way:   

 

He says through Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for 

Me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13).   

 

How can you search for Him, if you really don’t want to find Him?   

 

If you don’t know Him, you don’t really want to find Him,  

 

What you really want is to escape from judgment.   

 

This is why you need the new birth –  
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Only the second birth from the Spirit can give you the kind of heart you need to 

seek Him in the right way.   

 

 

Ask the Lord to subdue your heart by His Spirit,  

 

So that you might listen to His Word,  

 

Place your whole hope on Jesus Christ,  

 

And turn from your rebellion into the path of obedience.   

 

If you seek Him, He may let you find Him.   

 

But if you don’t, you will certainly face His judgment.   

 

May the Lord encourage you through these words from Isaiah 55:6-7, “Seek the 

LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  Let the 

wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him 

return to the LORD, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God, 

for He will abundantly pardon.”  Amen.  

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


