
“Jesus Brings Life from the Dead” 
(1 Corinthians 15:21) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we are here to celebrate the resurrection of Christ.   
a.  Not just because it’s Easter morning.   
b.  But because this is the day the church has celebrated it since the time it 

actually took place.   
(i)  Christ rose on the first day of the week (Matt. 28:1).   
(ii)  Because He did, He has called this day His:  It is the Lord’s Day (Rev. 

1:10).   
(iii)  And because this is His day, He wants us to honor Him on it (Ex. 20:8; 

Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2).   
 

2.  What do we honor Him for?  Why do we celebrate it?   
a.  Certainly, we honor Him for who He is:   

(i)  God in human flesh:  makes Him infinitely worthy.   
(ii)  The Lord of glory:  the sovereign King over all creation.   

 
b.  But we also honor Him for what He has done for us:   

(i)  As Christians we know that our hope is tied up in the resurrection.   
(a)  Our hope of the forgiveness of our sins.   
(b)  Our hope of living after death – going to heaven.   
(c)  Our hope of rising again from the dead.   
(d)  Our hope of escaping God’s judgment for our sins.   
(e)  And our hope of spending eternity with Christ in heaven.   
 

(ii)  Christ has saved us through His life, death and resurrection, if we are 
trusting Him this morning, and so we celebrate what He has done for us on 
this day.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This is what Paul tells us in our passage:  where death came from, and, more 
importantly, how it was overcome:  “For since by a man came death, by a man 
also came the resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:21).   
a.  A man sentenced us to death, literally put us all in the grave and condemned 

us to hell.   
b.  But another man – the Lord Jesus Christ – delivered us from death, hell and 

the grave, through His victory over it.   
c.  Unless the resurrection actually took place, we’re not saved.   

(i)  There were those in Paul’s day who didn’t believe resurrection was 
possible.  There are many like this today.   

(ii)  But Paul tells us that without the resurrection, we don’t have any hope.   
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(a)  If the dead aren’t raised, Christ hasn’t been raised (v. 16).   
(b)  And if Christ hasn’t been raised, then we are still lost, under God’s 

wrath (v. 17).   
(c)  Then those who have died have perished (v. 18).   
(d)  And if we should live our whole lives with a false hope like this, he 

tells us we should not be celebrating, but pitied (v. 19).   
 

d.  But Christ has been raised, and because He has conquered death, if we trust 
in Him, we will conquer death as well.   

 
2.  This morning, I want us to consider two things:   

a.  Where death came from.   
b.  Where life comes from.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, where did death come from?  How did it begin?  There are really only two 
main competing views:   
1. The first is evolution:   

a.  It believes that death is an inevitable part of its own process.   
(i)  Life has always been temporary:  it’s never been permanent.   
(ii)  They believe mutations drive life to increasing complexity by adding 

information to the DNA.   
(iii)  Natural selection kills off the weaker organisms, while the stronger 

survive:  survival of the fittest.   
(iv)  But even the stronger eventually die:  death is a given.   
(v)  They don’t know why it is:  that’s just the way it is.   
 

b.  Are they right?  Just because there is death, doesn’t mean evolution is true.   
(i)  We can’t go back to see how it happened; we can only look at the present 

evidence.   
(ii)  But does the evidence prove evolution, or dictate against it?  Actually, 

the evidence speaks against evolution.   
(a)  It can’t explain how life originated.  Evolution requires a living 

organism to mutate; it can’t really explain how life began.   
(b)  It can’t explain where the information came from to build life and the 

increasing complexity in life.   
(1)  Mutations have been shown only to take information away from 

the DNA, not add to it.   
(2)  Where did the information originally come from?   
 

(c)  The fossil record also speaks against evolution.  Where are the 
transitional life forms that should there to show the evolution of one 
species into another?   
(i)  There should be millions, but they are all missing.   
(ii)  The fossil record contains fully formed creatures, not transitional 

forms.   
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(iii)  It is a record of death, rather than a record of evolving life.   
(iv)  Again, where did all the creatures come from?   
(v)  And why did they die?   

 
2. These questions are resolved in the Biblical answer to the problem of death – 

Creation and the Fall.   
a.  The Bible answers the questions evolution can’t.   

(i)  It tells us where life came from:  From the One who has the power to 
create life.   

(ii)  It tells us where the information came from:  From the One with infinite 
information/intelligence/wisdom.   

(iii)  It tells us why there aren’t any transitional life forms in the fossil record:  
They never existed.  God made them as they are to begin with.   

 
b.  The Bible also explains why the fossil record exists; why there is death.   

(i)  Originally there wasn’t:  God made Adam/man to live forever.   
(ii)  But Adam sinned/he broke God’s commandments.   

(a)  His sin brought death to himself and affected all of creation.   
(b)  Now all of us grow old and die; even the animals.   
(c)  It tells us not only why we die physically, but also what will happen to 

us after death – if we don’t find a way to be forgiven of our sins:  
eternal death in hell.   

 
c.  God brought life, not evolution.   
d.  But man brought death – this is where it came from – not from God.   

 
B.  But second, the Bible also tells us where life can be regained:  through a man came 

the resurrection from the dead.   
1.  Man brought death, so a man also needed to bring life.   

a.  Man was the guilty one.   
(i)  “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   
(ii)  He was the one who owed the debt to God’s justice.   
(iii)  Man is the one who must pay it.   

 
b.  But an ordinary man couldn’t pay:   

(i)  He needed to be perfect:  but “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God” (Rom. 3:23).   

(ii)  He needed to be more than perfect:   
(a)  Sins committed against God are infinite sins, needing infinite 

payment.   
(b)  If more than one is to be saved, there must enough value to pay for all 

of them.   
 

2.  An ordinary man couldn’t bring life:  but a God-man could and did.   
a.  God gave a payment that was great enough.  

(i)  He gave His own eternal Son.   
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(ii)  God the Son was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary.   
(iii)  God became a man, without ceasing to be God.   
 

b.  Jesus did what was necessary to save man.   
(i)  Obeyed God’s Law perfectly.   
(ii)  Died on the cross to pay for sins.   
(iii)  Was buried and remained under the power of death for three days.   
(iv)  But He didn’t remain dead.   
 

c.  He was raised from the dead.   
(i)  If He hadn’t been raised, then no one else could have been.   
(ii)  All would have perished.  Why?   

(a)  If He hadn’t been raised, He wouldn’t have conquered death, but 
remained under its power.   

(b)  If He hadn’t been raised, it would have meant the Father didn’t 
receive His work.  He left Him in the grave.   

(c)  Vicarious life:  if He wasn’t raised, His people also won’t be raised.   
 

d.  But He was raised, and because He was, He brought life:  life from the dead 
to everyone who believed in Him.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  He is able still to give life today.   

1.  The Bible says everything Jesus did, He did for His people – those who would 
trust/believe in Him.   

2.  If you believe in Jesus, then the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead will also 
raise you to life.   

3.  If you believe in Jesus, when you die, you will go to be with Him in heaven.   
 

B.  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?   
1.  Certainly it means to know and believe the facts of His life.   
2.  But it also means to trust Him to save you.   
3.  And it means to turn from your sins – repent.   
4.  If you do this, from your heart, you will be saved.   
 

C.  The sad fact is that you and I and everyone will die one day.   
1.  Are you ready for death?   
2.  If you die apart from Christ, you will spend an eternity paying for your sins in 

hell.   
3.  But if you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and receive Him as your Lord and 

Savior, you will be saved from hell and spend eternity with Jesus in heaven.   
4.  Was Christ’s resurrection yours?  He will only save you if you trust in Him.   
5.  So believe on Him, turn from your sins, and be saved.   
6.  But for those of you who do know Him this morning, rejoice:  Jesus’ 

resurrection was yours.  When you die, He will raise you again.  In Christ, you 
have conquered death.  Amen.     


