
 

“Jesus and the Woman of Samaria, Part 2” 
(John 4:7-15) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at John 4:1-6 in which we have described for us 
the biblical method of evangelism and missions.  We saw first the importance of discipleship, 
that which all religious groups aim at, and rightly so, for those converts which can really catch 
hold of the vision or cause for which that movement stands can greatly promote and advance that 
cause.  We need to bear this in mind with regard to our work here.  We are not seeking to get 
decisions for Christ.  We are not seeking to fill this room with people.  We are seeking to be 
used by God to make faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will do what it is that their 
Lord commands, men and women and children who have caught a glimpse of the glory of Christ 
and His kingdom, and who will give their lives wholly to advance it.  Jesus knew that this would 
promote the cause of His kingdom and His Father’s glory, and this is why He went about it in 
this way.  This is what we must realize as well if we really want to make an impact in this world 
for Christ.  Even though the work is sovereignly in the hands of the Lord, He still works through 
means.  And if we have the wrong idea of what we are all about, it is possible that we might 
spend our lives for nothing and not make any progress at all.   
 We also saw the importance of God’s decretive and preceptive will, that is, His secret 
will and His revealed will.  We need only be faithful to what the Lord has revealed to us and 
leave the rest in His hands.  He doesn’t want us to live according to, or to pry into, His secret 
will.  Rather He expects us to do what He told us to do, and let Him work what He will.  What 
this means is, that when we have done everything that God has commanded, and have done it 
will all our might, having prayed that God would be pleased to use it for His glory, we have done 
all that we can, all that is expected of us.  Whether or not God will use it to advance His 
kingdom is purely in His hands.  Sometimes He blesses greatly and brings forth a tremendous 
harvest.  At other times He only uses us to prepare ground, or to plant, or to water.  We must 
always realize that God is the One who causes the growth and trust in Him to do it according to 
His will.  God will sovereignly bring the opportunities to us in His foreordained plan, and we 
must be ready for them.  But we must also rest in Him for the ultimate results.   
 This evening, we will want to begin to look at Christ’s encounter with the woman of 
Samaria to see what we might be able to learn from His methods of advancing His own kingdom.  
There is no better way to be taught anything than by way of example.  So let us now watch the 
Savior as He shows us how we might better fulfill what He calls us to, which is,  
 
 To seek and to save the lost.   
 
I.  Let Us Now Look at this Meeting of Christ with the Woman.  John writes, “There 

came a woman of Samaria to draw water.”   
A.  Jesus begins the conversation by saying to her, “Give Me a drink.”   

1.  Now, different people would react in different ways to a situation like this.   
a.  There are those who would be too embarrassed to ask someone to do something like 

this for them.  They would probably just stand there, even though thirsty, and not 
say anything as this woman drew her water and went back into the city.   

b.  But such is not the case with Christ.  For one thing, he didn’t have the same kind of 
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struggles with pride that we have, for He is the Son of God, perfect in all His ways.  
He was thirsty, so He asked for some water to drink.   

c.  Here Christ gives us a very simple and yet overlooked principle by which we are to 
evangelize:  We must be willing to talk to others.   

d.  Certainly if we never say anything to anyone, we will never be able to bring them to 
the knowledge of Christ.   

e.  God gives us opportunities in His Providence to bear witness of Christ.  We all 
have them.  But once that opportune time has arrived, we must make use of it by 
communicating.  And that communication must include words.   

f.  There are those who wholly rely on the testimony of their lives.  They think that if 
someone just watches them, they will see the difference and eventually ask them 
why they are different.  And certainly this is important.  Christ has warned us on 
several occasions of the danger of hypocrisy:  the sin of saying one thing, but living 
another.  He has also positively commanded us to let our light shine, for it is a 
powerful means of bringing others to Christ, perhaps the most powerful means that 
we have.   

g.  But there must still be the communication of words, the content of the Gospel, if 
those whom we are seeking to evangelize are ever to be saved.  We must be willing 
to take the time to talk with them.   

 
2.  Jesus asks this woman for a drink.  This is how He chooses to begin.   

a.  His disciples had gone away into the city to buy some food.  Christ was obviously 
weary from His journey and wanted some refreshment.  The woman herself notes in 
verse 11 that the well was deep and that Christ had nothing with which to draw 
water.   

b.  Now it wasn’t improper for Christ to ask her for a drink because she was a woman, 
for it was the women of that culture who would frequently come to the well with 
their buckets to get water for their households.  When Abraham’s servant had come 
to the city of Nahor to find a wife for Isaac, we are told, “And he made the camels 
kneel down outside the city by the well of water at evening time, the time when 
women go out to draw water” (v. 11).   

c.  The prayer of the servant also indicated that this was proper, for he expected that the 
one who responded appropriately would be the one that the Lord had chosen.  He 
said, “Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the men of the city 
are coming out to draw water; now may it be that the girl to whom I say, 'Please let 
down your jar so that I may drink,' and who answers, 'Drink, and I will water your 
camels also';-- may she be the one whom Thou hast appointed for Thy servant Isaac; 
and by this I shall know that Thou hast shown lovingkindness to my master” (Gen. 
24:13-14).   

d.  Jesus here is merely using one of the conventions of that culture in order to 
communicate to this woman her spiritual need.   

e.  I think it is interesting that when Christ and the apostles went out to evangelize, they 
generally used the cultural conventions of their day in which to do it.  Matthew 
writes of Christ’s ministry, “And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind 
of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.  And the news about Him 
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went out into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, taken with various 
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.  And 
great multitudes followed Him from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea 
and from beyond the Jordan” (4:23-25).  It was this multitude, Matthew tells us, 
who was with Him when He preached His Sermon on the Mount.  He didn’t have to 
go out and gather them.  They had already gathered to Him because His fame as a 
prophet had become widespread.   

f.  Paul too was one who frequently preached in the synagogues.  He also spoke to 
those gathered for prayer or worship, in the market place, and in other places 
designated for public speaking, such as Mars Hill.   

g.  They didn’t seem to do much “street preaching,” in the sense of going out cold into 
a crowd of people who were doing something else, and then begin preaching to them 
in mass.  They used those conventions which were ordered by Providence.  They 
used those mediums of communication which were acceptable at that time, to bring 
the message which the Lord had given to them.   

h.  And this can be very instructive for us as well.  It is sometimes so awkward to 
“break the ice” when we are trying to tell others about Christ, especially if there is 
nothing else to lead into it with.  It seems so strange to see someone preaching on 
the street, especially if he just comes out of nowhere and begins to sound the alarm.   

i.  It may be that the best way to go about this work is to find those social conventions 
which exist in our culture, and to direct our attention towards them.   

j.  For most of us, they will primarily be found in our personal relationships with 
others, the people whom we most frequently speak with, our neighbors, our families, 
those with whom we work.  God has given to us many opportunities, in which to 
communicate the Gospel through our lives and words.  We can also, as the Lord 
gives us opportunity and ability, build more relationships with others, to increase the 
audience that we have, as we seek to evangelize and extend Christ’s reign.   

k.  I understand from church history that communicating Christ in personal relatonships 
has been the most effective means of building the church in every age.   

l.  Even the statistics of modern day evangelism tell the same story.  Of the thousands 
who may come forward at evangelistic meetings, it is found that only two percent of 
that number will ever join churches.  Of the two percent that do, over eighty percent 
of them were invited by friends or family members to attend.   

m.  This should be an encouragement for us to use this avenue, and whatever other 
means the Lord has placed at our disposal, to bring the knowledge of Christ to those 
in darkness.  How can they ever be saved if they never hear of Christ?   

 
B.  But now notice the woman’s response to Christ.  “The Samaritan woman therefore *said 

to Him, ‘How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan 
woman?’ (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” (v. 9).   
1.  Notice that Christ was not speaking with a friendly audience.  The woman knew all 

too well that animosity which existed between them.  She had grown up with it.  “Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.”  Remember how when the Jews wanted to curse 
Jesus, they said He was a Samaritan?  Remember the shock that the Pharisees must 
have felt when Christ told them the parable of the Good Samaritan, how he helped the 
Jew who was in distress, even when two of God’s servants passed by on the other side 
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of the road?  Jews and Samaritans were enemies.   
2.  This should serve as a reminder to us that there will be those we will speak with who 

will not be especially endeared to us, particularly if they are strangers.   
3.  There is more than a cultural gap between us and unbelievers.  There is a spiritual gap.  

We are in two different camps.  We are of the kingdom of light, they of the kingdom of 
darkness.  We live in two different worlds, and are moved by two different spirits.   

4.  We must expect animosity, but we must not let that stop us.  The woman answered 
Christ somewhat harshly, but that didn’t stop Him from reaching out to her.   

 
C.  At this point Jesus begins to turn the conversation toward a more spiritual subject.  John 

writes, “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, “Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you 
living water.’”   
1.  Notice that He didn’t answer her harshly.  He had already done one thing that she 

didn’t expect, which was to ask for water, but now He surprises her again by speaking 
frankly to her about something which would clearly benefit her.   

2.  Clearly, He is talking to her about salvation, the “gift of God,” and the fact of His 
Messiahship.   
a.  From her reply we can see that she did not understand what He was talking about.  

She thought that when He told her of living water, that He meant something like the 
water which was in the well.  “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep; where then do you get that living water?” 

b.  But even though she didn’t understand this, she did understand that He was offering 
to her something which was good, very good, even though it was much greater than 
she realized.   

c.  But what is it that Christ is saying here.  How is it that Christ said if she knew these 
things, she would ask Him and He would give to her living water, understanding that 
He is speaking of salvation?  Is knowing what Christ offers and who Christ is 
enough to move a person to ask and receive the living water of salvation?   

d.  Didn’t the Pharisees know what Christ was claiming about Himself and the gift that 
He was offering?  Of course they did!  Did all of them receive Him?  No, they 
didn’t!  When the High Priest heard the claim of Jesus, he tore his robe and cried out 
“blasphemy!”   

e.  But of course those who rejected Him didn’t believe that His claim was valid.  But 
what if they had?  Is that enough to motivate and enable a person to receive Christ?  
No.  The devils know and believe these things.  The damned in hell know and 
believe these things.  There are many people walking the earth today who know and 
believe these things, and yet they haven’t received Christ.  But why not?  What 
more is needed?   

f.  I believe that Jesus implies here the necessity of more than mere knowledge.  A 
person’s eyes must also be opened to the value of His person, to the value of His gift.   

g.  Jesus says, “If you knew the gift of God,” that is, if you clearly perceived what it is 
that God is offering to you, if you knew of its worth, its value, and “if you knew who 
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’” that is, if you knew that the One standing 
before you was the Son of God, the Messiah, the One who is life itself, and if you 
were drawn by His excellence and beauty to embrace Him, you surely would have 
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asked Him, and He would have given you “living water.”   
h.  The point here is that people do not choose Christ for no reason.  They must see 

His worth.  All men come into this world hating God.  They do not seek Him; they 
cannot do anything good.  Their hearts must first be changed.  Our Lord already 
told Nicodemas in the previous chapter that he must be born again, or he cannot even 
see the kingdom of God (John 3:3).   

i.  Jesus is telling her that there is something precious here, something greater than 
anything else she could ever possess.  And if she could but see His beauty, if the 
Father would but teach her and open her heart and draw her to Himself, then she 
could as well ask for and have this living water.   

 
D.  But she still doesn’t understand.  “She said to Him, ‘Sir, You have nothing to draw with 

and the well is deep; where then do you get that living water?  You are not greater than 
our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and 
his cattle?’”   
1.  Obviously, she is still thinking in terms of ordinary life.   

a.  She is thinking about the thirst that she experiences everyday, the thirst for ordinary 
water.   

b.  How is Jesus going to go down and get this water out of the well when she knows 
already that He doesn’t have any way to get to it.  If He had, He wouldn’t have 
asked her for a drink in the first place.  From where then is He going to obtain this 
water?   

c.  But yet there is progress.  Could it be that this man is greater than the one who 
originally dug the well? greater than Jacob, whom she dubiously calls the father of 
the Samaritans?  If Jesus can really produce living water, and can do so without a 
bucket and rope, He must be greater than the one who dug this well.   

d.  Notice too that her demeanor has changed towards Jesus.  Instead of questioning 
His motives, she now begins to call Him by a title of respect, “Sir,” or, more literally, 
“Lord.”   

 
2.  But Jesus doesn’t stop here.  He pushes her a little bit further.  He replies, “Everyone 

who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a 
well of water springing up to eternal life” (vv. 13-14).   
a.  Here Jesus begins to distinguish the water of the well from the water which He 

offers.  “Everyone who drinks of ‘this’ water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks 
of ‘the water that I shall give him’ shall never thirst.”   

b.  Christ is really referring here to the Holy Spirit, that One whom He purchased 
through His work of mediation.  It is the Spirit who comes to reside in the one who 
receives Christ.  It is He who is the power source and the eternal spring from which 
flow rivers of spiritual refreshment.  He is the One who is able to satisfy the 
spiritual thirst of weary souls, even as physical water can quench the thirst of the 
body.   

c.  The water that Christ gives, the water that is received by faith, is the Holy Spirit, 
who comes down from heaven to reside in us as the down payment of our eternal 
inheritance, and who will communicate to us the life of Christ for the ages to come.   



6 

 

 
3.  At this point, although the woman still doesn’t understand, now she wants it.  She 

says, “Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty, nor come all the way here to 
draw.”   
a.  She says, “Jesus, You’ve convinced me.  Since you said all I had to do was ask, I’ll 

do just that.  Give me this water.  I don’t want to be thirsty, nor do I want to come 
all this way to draw when I can have my own personal supply springing up within 
me.”   

b.  But Jesus doesn’t give it to her.  Its not quite that simple.  She doesn’t even know 
yet what it is that she is asking for.  She is still thinking about the kind of water that 
is in the well, the kind that flows in streams and that fills lakes.  She needs to know 
more.  She needs to understand at least her need for that water, why it is that she 
doesn’t have any now, and what it is that she must do in order to obtain it.   

c.  And this brings us to the final application for this evening.   
(i)  It is very important, it is essential, that a person coming to Christ have an 

accurate knowledge of who Christ is, what He has done, what their condition is 
apart from Christ, and what it is that they must do to be saved.  If they do not 
know these things, they cannot truly be prepared to receive that gift from God.   

(ii)  Jesus used the water to begin to speak to this woman of salvation.  It was the 
ice breaker.  He used earthly things to explain the heavenly things.   

(iii)  But He knows that this woman cannot go any further unless she can see the 
reality behind the illustration.  Christ is not going to give her the gift of salvation 
while she is still hoping to receive a personal spring of water.   

(iv)  No.  She must first feel her need for the true water.  She must sense the fact 
that she is a sinner, before she will see her need for the Savior.  She must first 
know who this One is who is speaking to her and what He has to offer.   

(v)  We must be very careful that we also make sure that those whom we seek to 
evangelize understand the things we are telling them.  We must make sure that 
they understand the facts of the Gospel.  We must make sure that they understand 
the conditions of the Gospel.  And we must make sure that they understand the 
cost of becoming a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(vi)  It doesn’t do you or Christ or anyone else any good to bring in decisions based 
only on misunderstandings.  A notch in your Gospel gun is only that, a notch.  
But a person who is fully instructed in the truth, who is moved upon by the Holy 
Spirit to embrace the Savior, and who shows that he is by his relentless pursuit of 
Christ-likeness, becomes in the hands of His God, a formidable instrument of His 
glory on earth.  It is such that the Father is seeking to be His worshippers and His 
ambassadors of salvation.   

(vii)  And so let us learn from this example of Christ and the woman at the well 
what it is that Christ calls us to be, and how it is that Christ calls us to evangelize.  
Let us continue to pursue Christ-likeness ourselves.  And let us especially seek, 
through the appropriate means to bring others to Him.  Amen.   


