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Introduction:  In thinking about what we saw last week in the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, and in what Mark Bube, our general secretary for the Committee on Foreign 
Missions had to say, I thought it would be very appropriate for us this week to consider 
further the work of evangelism and missions, and what better passage is there to give to us 
an example of biblical evangelism than this one which describes for us the encounter 
which Christ had with the woman of Samaria.  We have here both an example of 
evangelism, for Christ was seeking to bring this woman to the knowledge of the Gospel, 
which alone was able to save her, and at the same time an example of missions work, for 
He had crossed the cultural barrier, moving from the Jewish race to that of the Samaritans.  
It is important to this story to remember that the Samaritans were a mongrel race, that is, 
they were the offspring of Jewish and Gentile peoples.  After Israel was taken captive by 
the Assyrians in 721 B.C., the author of the book of Kings writes, “And the king of Assyria 
brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah and from Avva and from Hamath and 
Sephar-vaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the sons of Israel.  So 
they possessed Samaria and lived in its cities.  And it came about at the beginning of their 
living there, that they did not fear the Lord; therefore the Lord sent lions among them 
which killed some of them.  So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, ‘The nations 
whom you have carried away into exile in the cities of Samaria do not know the custom of 
the god of the land; so he has sent lions among them, and behold, they kill them because 
they do not know the custom of the god of the land.’  Then the king of Assyria 
commanded, saying, ‘Take there one of the priests whom you carried away into exile, and 
let him go and live there; and let him teach them the custom of the god of the land.’  So 
one of the priests whom they had carried away into exile from Samaria came and lived at 
Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD.  But every nation still made 
gods of its own and put them in the houses of the high places which the people of Samaria 
had made, every nation in their cities in which they lived.   And the men of Babylon made 
Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, and the 
Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech the gods of Sepharvaim.  They also feared the LORD and 
appointed from among themselves priests of the high places, who acted for them in the 
houses of the high places.  They feared the LORD and served their own gods according to 
the custom of the nations from among whom they had been carried away into exile” (2 
Kings 17:24-26).  These foreigners whom he speaks of married the Jews who were still in 
the land.  They eventually abandoned the worship of their idols and partly adopted the 
Jewish religion.  Now after the Jews returned from captivity, they started to rebuild the 
Temple.  When the Samaritans offered to build it with them, the Jews refused, and this is 
what brought about the enmity which existed between them all the way to the time of our 
Lord.  They eventually built their own Temple in Shechem and erected their own system 
of worship which continues to this day.  This is the situation into which Jesus now comes 
to confront this woman of Samaria with her need for the Savior.   
 I want you to realize at the outset that we are not going to get all the way through 
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this passage in one sermon.  To do so would require that we look at it only superficially or 
at just the highlights.  But because there is so much rich instruction for us here with regard 
to evangelism and missions, I would like for us to dwell on it for a time and soak up its 
teachings.  What I want us to consider from this passage is that,  
 
 Christ calls us to seek and to save the lost.   
 
I.  Let Us Now First Look at the Situation as John Describes It for Us.  He Writes, 

“When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus Himself was not 
baptizing, but His disciples were), He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee.  
And He had to pass through Samaria.  So He came to a city of Samaria, called 
Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and Jacob’s 
well was there.  Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus 
by the well.  It was about the sixth hour.”   
A.  It appears from this account that the event which caused Jesus to head back to 

Galilee was persecution from the Pharisees.   
1.  Jesus had already been baptized by John and had been anointed with the Holy 

Spirit with power to accomplish the ministry which His Father had called Him to.   
2.  Also by this time He had already called His disciples, and they were actively 

about the business of preaching the Gospel and making disciples.   
a.  We must never forget that what Christ and His disciples were doing here is the 

main business of the church, which is to go and make disciples.  Christ’s 
ministry was to proclaim the truth and to train those who were converted by it.   

b.  This is what Christ told His followers to do before He departed from them and 
was taken up into heaven.   

c.  And this is to be our main occupation until the Lord Jesus returns to take us to 
be home with Himself.   
(i)  From this we are reminded that it is not enough merely to get a decision 

from someone that they intend to follow Christ.  A decision is not enough, 
discipleship is required.   

(ii)  It is not enough to gather people into churches and teach them to worship 
according to the tradition of our church.  Being a member of a church, even 
a church with correct and biblical worship, never saved anyone.   

(iii)  Christ told us to “go . . . and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20).   

(iv)  We are to go out to where the people are.  We cannot expect them to 
come to us.  Jesus and His disciples never did.   

(v)  We must preach the Gospel to them, telling them that they must abandon 
all hope of saving themselves through their own works and that they must 
forsake their sins and embrace Christ.   

(vi)  If they repent and believe, we must baptize them into the name of the 
Triune God.   

(vii)  And then we must begin the most extensive work of teaching them to 
observe all that Christ has commanded.  This phase will take the longest, 
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for Christ has given us many commandments, both through His own 
teachings, by pointing us back to much of the OT teachings, and by giving 
to us further teaching through the inspired apostles.   

(viii)  The true worship of the true God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
only one of those commandments.  But there is so much more.   

(ix)  But even though discipleship will be the longest part of the work, it is not 
to be the foremost.  Evangelism is.  The purpose for making a disciple in 
the first place is that they, as well, might go out and make more converts 
and disciples for the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(x)  Also, since this work will most likely not be completed in our lifetime, we 
must prepare the coming generation to carry it on as well.  We must raise 
our children in the ways of Christ.  We must tell them of their need of faith 
and repentance.  We must pray for them and with them.  We must conduct 
daily worship in our homes and teach them the ways of God, so that if the 
Lord does convert them, they will have the knowledge that they need to 
serve Him.  We must also be prepared to model that life before them and 
show them by way of example what it is to be a Christian.  All of our 
efforts will amount to nothing if they do not see Christ genuinely alive and 
active in us.   

(xi)  We must be thinking ahead.  We must be equipping those who will 
come up after us to carry on the work.  This is why Mark Bube said that he, 
and the others who are involved in the work of missions, covet our children.   

(xii)  We must not forget that our main work is to go and make disciples, 
which includes our children, to carry forth the work of Christ’s kingdom 
until He returns to set us His eternal kingdom.   

 
d.  This is in fact what John the Baptist had been doing, but now, as John himself 

had said, Christ was increasing as he was decreasing.  Jesus now was 
excelling the work of John by making and baptizing more disciples than John 
had.  The purpose of John was now fulfilled.  He had prepared the way the 
way for the coming of the Messiah.  But now Messiah was here, and it was 
time for John to begin to step aside and to vanish into the background as the 
light of the world began to shine.   

e.  I want you to take note here of the fact that the apostle John says that Jesus 
was not baptizing, but His disciples were.  It is interesting that the same thing 
is noted of the apostle Paul, the greatest evangelist that God has ever given to 
the church.  He baptized relatively few, only Crispus, Gaius, and the 
household of Stephanas (1 Cor. 1:14-16).  Paul said, “For Christ did not send 
me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the 
cross of Christ should not be made void” (1 Cor. 1:17).   

f.  There are those who say that baptism is necessary to salvation.  You cannot 
be saved without it.  There are others who go even farther to say that baptism 
is that which saves you.  The Church of Christ is notorious for this view.  Its 
founder thought that he had rediscovered the true teaching of the church, which 
is salvation through water.  They believed that faith was necessary, but that 
the baptism actually washed away your sins, and without it your sins could not 
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be cleansed.   
g.  But doesn’t the Scripture sometimes seem to say just that?  Doesn’t Peter 

say, “Baptism now saves you” (1 Pet. 3:21), and “Repent, and let each of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 
2:38)?  What does he mean by these things?   

h.  I wanted to use this as a reminder to you that in Scripture the sign and seal of 
God’s covenant grace is often represented as that grace itself.  Baptism 
signifies and seals the washing of regeneration by the Holy Spirit, the actual 
application of the work of Christ to a person, which does wash away all of 
their sins.  But it is not the water which does it; it is the grace which it 
signifies, the grace of Christ, that grace which is sovereignly bestowed by a 
sovereignly gracious God.   

i.  It is not that baptism is unimportant.  The Lord commanded His disciples to 
baptize.  It is something that each disciple must undergo, even if he or she 
lives in a land where, if they are baptized, they may well lose their lives.   

j.  But baptism does not save you.  The grace of God, which is revealed in the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and is signified by baptism, does.   

 
3.  Jesus and His disciples were making and baptizing more disciples than John, and 

this apparently was making them fall into disfavor with the Pharisees.   
a.  The Pharisees were in the business of making their own disciples, and they did 

not want any competition.   
b.  All religious movements seek after proselytes, they are seeking those whom 

they can induct and indoctrinate with their teachings.  That is the only way 
that movements become large and successful.  That is what most leaders of 
movements are seeking after.  That is what the Mormons and the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are seeking for.  That is why they show up so frequently on your 
doorsteps trying to convince you of their teachings.  They want you to join 
their organization.  In many cases their motives may be right, but their 
teachings are wrong.  And by them, they are leading people into the fiery hell.   

c.  But there is something which we can learn from them.  We can learn how to 
be zealous and relentless in our pursuit to bring the Gospel to those who are in 
darkness.  They have this ambition and zeal for a lie which damns.  How 
much more should we be zealous for the truth which saves?   

d.  The Pharisees were zealous for their tradition.  They wanted all the people to 
follow them.  But now they were becoming envious of Jesus because of the 
impact He was having on the people.  And they were beginning to exert their 
influence against Him.  This seems to be what caused Jesus to head back up 
north for a time, back into the regions of Galilee.   

 
B.  But in order to get there, He had to pass through Samaria.  But why did He need to 

go through Samaria?  
1.  Certainly it was the shortest and most direct route that He could have taken.  

Samaria, after all, is directly between Judea and Galilee.  A straight line is always 
the shortest distance between two points.   

2.  But there were other routes, routes which were frequently used by the Jews to 
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avoid the very place where Jesus was now heading.  I referred earlier to the bitter 
animosity which existed between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Even the woman 
at the well will tell us that “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” (v. 9).   

3.  So then why does John tell us that Jesus had to pass through Samaria?   
4.  Obviously, Jesus had a work to do there, a work which was ordained for Him by 

His Father.   
a.  Sometimes we fail to realize how extensive the plan of God is.  But it 

encompasses absolutely everything which will ever take place in the creation.  
It includes every thought, every word, every action of all men.  It includes the 
location of every atom in every region of space at every point in time.  If God 
was not in control of all things at all times, He could not be ultimately in 
control of anything.   

b.  The plan or decree of God is that which will take place, it cannot happen any 
other way.  And yet, since it obviously includes the actions of men, and since 
God holds men accountable for what it is that they do, we cannot understand 
His decree as forcing anyone to do anything against their wills.  Our 
Confession recognizes this where it says, “God, from all eternity, did, by the 
most wise and holy counsel of His own will freely, and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, 
nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or 
contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established” (WCF 3.1).  
God, in a way which is mysterious to us, is able to ordain whatsoever comes to 
pass and ensure that it will take place, but He is also able to do so without 
offering violence to the will of His creatures.  They choose freely to do what 
they want at all times, and yet what they chose is what God ordained.  And it 
is precisely because it is their choice that they are held accountable for it.   

c.  Now this decretive will of God is secret.  It is hidden from us.  We have no 
way of knowing what it is until it comes to pass.  Therefore, we cannot, nor 
are we expected by God, to live according to it.   

d.  Instead, God has given to us a rule by which to live; He has given to us 
precepts, which are summarized for us in the Ten Commandments.   

e.  It is always important for us to make the distinction between these two things:  
God’s decretive will and His preceptive will.  When you want to know the 
will of God for your life, you cannot pry into His decrees to discover it.  You 
must ask God to reveal that to you as He works out His plan through His 
Providential dealings.  But instead, you must go to His precepts, for there you 
have the clear revealed will of God for your lives.  Moses wrote, in 
Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the 
things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all 
the words of this law.”   

f.  And of course, one of His revealed precepts is that we must take His Gospel to 
all Creation and preach it to everyone we can (Mark 16:15).   

g.  We do not know the times and the places in which we will have opportunity, 
nor the people whom He has planned for us to speak with, we only know that 
God has willed that we keep alert to the opportunities and make the most of 
them when they occur.   
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h.  People of God, the Lord has chosen us to be His heralds, His ambassadors of 
the Gospel.  This is the highest and most honorable call that any man, woman, 
or child could ever possess.  Not all of us have been called to that office in 
which we represent God officially, but all of us are the children of the King, 
we are all soldiers in His army.  All of us are called to wage warfare on the 
kingdom of the devil.  The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual 
and mighty through the working of the Spirit.  We must use them.  We must 
fight with them.  We must put on the whole armor of God, that we might stand 
in the evil day.  We must read our Bibles and know His Word.  We be able to 
use it skillfully.  We must learn the difference between right and wrong, that 
we might be able clearly to show others.  And we must pray at all times in the 
Spirit, for ourselves and for our brethren that God might strengthen us and give 
us success, and for our families and neighbors that God might open their eyes 
and deliver them from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His 
beloved Son.   

i.  These are the things which the Lord has revealed to us as His will, and it is this 
that He expects us to seek after as His affectionate children.   

j.  And, as we shall see this evening, the Lord has not left us without aid.  He has 
provided for us the provision of His Spirit to equip and enable us to do this 
work which is far beyond our own ability to perform.   

k.  But before we leave this subject this morning, I want us again to look at 
Christ’s example to see perhaps where He differed from us.   

l.  Christ “had to pass through Samaria.”  There was the necessity of God’s 
decree placed upon Him.  He knew that this was the case.  He, through the 
guidance of the Spirit, actually lived according, not to God’s preceptive will 
alone, but His decretive will, something that you and I cannot do.  We are 
dependent on the leading of the Spirit, but for us that primarily, and certainly 
only infallibly, comes through His Word.  But for Christ, that knowledge was 
directly communicated to Him by the Spirit of God.   

m.   And now Christ had arrived at Sychar, near the well of Jacob, early in the 
evening and wearied from His journey, and He was sitting by the well, waiting 
for that opportunity which the Father had ordained for Him, that He might 
carry out the purpose for which He was sent, to preach the Gospel of the 
kingdom of God.   

n.  This evening, we will begin to see how the Lord uses this opportunity to bring 
many of the inhabitants of that city to salvation.  Amen.   


