
“It’s Only Foolishness to Those Who Are Perishing” 

(1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Most people today don’t believe the Bible is true.   

a.  That in this modern age of science you’re a fool to think it is.   

b.  Karl Marx didn’t believe it was true.   

(i)  He considered it nothing more than an opiate for the masses.   

(ii)  A delusion that masters used to keep their slaves happy while suffering 

under their oppression.   

 

c.  Many just see it as a story – like the Iliad and the Odyssey – a myth that 

people want to believe because it helps them make sense out of life.   

d.  Others believe it has some use:   

(i)  At least for their children, to teach them good morals.   

(ii)  That’s why many parents still send their kids off to Sunday School, while 

they stay home.   

 

e.  This isn’t new – even in Paul’s day, most thought it was foolish.   

(i)  The Jews – they believed the Old Testament – but they didn’t believe 

Jesus was the Savior.   

(ii)  The Greeks – who prided themselves for their wisdom – thought it was 

foolishness.   

 

2.  If truth was determined by a head count, they would be right.   

a.  But don’t forget – the majority can be wrong.   

b.  The truth must stand or fall on its own.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Why do so many reject the Bible?   

a.  Usually, it’s because they think they have a better explanation for everything.   

b.  Today, that better explanation is evolution.   

(i)  There are only two contenders – two competing world views – evolution 

and Creation.   

(ii)  The idea of alien involvement is evolution in another place and time.   

 

2.  Before the advent of modern science, most people looked to religion to explain 

how things came about.   

a.  But since the Age of Enlightenment – when the fires of hell were put out in 

the minds of most people – most turn to science.   

b.  Their understanding of reality has become the new wisdom.   

(i)  So many scientists appear to believe in evolution.   

(ii)  They’re the experts – they must be right.   
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(iii)  And so people just accept what they say – they don’t really understand 

that many scientists have already rejected it.   

 

3.  Let’s consider these two world views to see which really is reasonable and 

which foolish.   

a.  We’ll consider first the wisdom of the world – evolution.   

b.  And second, the wisdom of God – in the Bible and the Gospel.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider the world’s wisdom first.   

1.  Evolutionists believe that everything we see was caused by one grand accident 

after another – it all happened purely by time and chance – given enough time, 

anything can happen.   

a.  They believe all the stuff in the universe has always been here.   

b.  It organized itself into a universe purely by accident – an explosion in space.   

c.  Again purely by chance some of this stuff combined to form life,  

d.  And from this first living cell came all the wonderful varieties of creatures 

we see today – from the plants with their vivid colors and wonderful scents, 

to the animals, from the smallest mouse to the largest whale, to man.   

e.  All this happened purely by accident, completely by chance, from a bunch of 

rocks floating in space over a long period of time.   

 

2.  Now what’s the problem with this belief?  Why isn’t it wise?  Cause and effect.   

a.  If you’re going to explain how something happened, your explanation has to 

be believable – and to be believable, you can’t have something greater come 

from something less.   

(i)  If you found a laptop sitting on a rock in a cave, what would be wrong 

with believing that it grew out of the rock?   

(ii)  The rock doesn’t explain the laptop.   

(a)  The laptop shows signs of intelligence and design.   

(b)  The rock doesn’t show signs of either.   

 

(iii)  A living creature is far more complicated than a laptop – did it grow 

from a rock?   

 

b.  Does evolution really explain what you see?   

(i)  Does it explain how all the stuff in the universe became organized into 

planets, solar systems, and galaxies?   

(ii)  Does it explain life – all the varieties of life we see on this planet and the 

fact that we don’t find life on other planets?   

(iii)  Does it help us to understand the volumes of information encoded on 

every strand of DNA in every living creature?   

(iv)  Can it account for the fact that the molecules in these living creatures are 

able to read and use that information to build and maintain that creature?   

(v)  Does a rock plus unlimited time explain intelligence, purpose and 

morality?   
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(vi)  If you think it does, you have far more faith than many scientists who 

are finally beginning to admit that such an idea is impossible.    

 

B.  What about the Bible?  Does it do a better job of explaining these things?   

1.  It tells you about a cause that is much greater than what you see:  an infinite 

Being (God) with unlimited power and knowledge.   

a.  Who made all the stuff in this universe.   

b.  Who organized it by His power and wisdom into planets, stars and galaxies.   

c.  Who created all the different kinds of life we see in this world.   

d.  Who did so only on this planet.   

e.  Who created the rest of the universe just to show us how powerful He is.   

(i)  Carl Sagan, an unbelieving Cosmologist, thought if there was life only on 

this planet, that the universe was an incredible waste of space.   

(ii)  It’s not a waste if its purpose is to show the power and wisdom of the 

One who made it.   

 

f.  It tells you about a God who encoded the volumes of information on the 

DNA; who put the mechanism in place to read and use that information.   

g.  It also tells you why you, apart from all the other living creatures, have 

intelligence, purpose and morality – because this God made you in His 

image.   

 

2.  The Bible goes beyond this also to explain why we have the problems we have 

in this world.   

a.  Why there is hunger and sickness.   

b.  Why there is lying, theft and murder.  

c.  Why the history of our world is one of war and death.   

d.  It’s because we rebelled against this gracious God and came under His just 

wrath.   

 

3.  But it also explains what this God did to reconcile you back to Himself.   

a.  How He sent His Son, Jesus, to do what man failed to do – to obey His 

commandments – and to make the payment for man’s rebellion – by dying on 

the cross.   

b.  It tells you what you can do to be reconciled to Him:  turn from your 

sins/rebellion and receive what Jesus did as your only hope of forgiveness.   

c.  If you do, He will not only forgive you but take you to heaven when you die.   

 

4.  These are the only two possibilities:  evolution or creation.   

a.  Everything came about purely by accident – by time and chance, either here 

or somewhere else first – as evolutionists believe.   

b.  Or it was created through the power and wisdom of a limitless Being (God) – 

as the Bible teaches.   

 

C.  Which is true and which is foolish?  Which will you choose?   

1.  I should remind you of the consequences of your choice.   
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a.  If evolution is true, when you die you will simply cease to exist.   

b.  But if the Bible is true, you will continue to exist:   

(i)  If you believe the Bible and trust Jesus to save you from your sins, the 

Lord will take you to His glorious home in heaven.   

(ii)  But if you don’t believe the Bible, if you don’t trust Jesus to save you, if 

you continue to believe all these things happened by chance, and don’t 

turn from your sins, when you die you will be punished for your sins 

forever in hell.   

(a)  The Bible says that God is just.   

(1)  He must punish everything wrong you have done – against Him 

and against your neighbor.   

(2)  Jesus says, “But I tell you that every careless word that people 

speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment” 

(Matt. 12:36).   

 

(b)  But if you trust Jesus, God will accept His death on the cross as 

payment.   

(1)  If you don’t, then you must pay forever.   

(2)  What you choose will make the difference between being happy or 

miserable forever.   

 

2.  If you are wise, you will choose the truth.   

a.  Throughout the centuries many have wrestled with this question and have 

found that the Bible is true.   

b.  They didn’t even have all the powerful evidence we have today – but they 

had more than enough to convince them.   

(i)  The eye-witness accounts of those who actually saw Jesus,  

(a)  Who heard what He said,  

(b)  Who saw what He did – the miracles,  

(c)  Who saw Him fulfill the prophecies,  

(d)  Who saw Him alive again after His crucifixion.   

 

(ii)  There were over five hundred eye-witnesses to His resurrection.   

(a)  Who were willing to lay down their lives for the truth.   

(b)  Many of them did.   

(c)  Who would lay down their life for something they knew wasn’t true?   

 

c.  And there have been many millions more throughout history who were 

willing to do the same.   

 

3.  The evidence is there:   

a.  Organization and design on a cosmic scale,  

b.  The information in your DNA,  

c.  The mechanism to put it to use,  

d.  Intelligence,  

e.  Morality,  



5 

f.  Beauty, harmony, symmetry,  

g.  Eye-witnesses who saw His miracles, the fulfilled prophecy, the resurrection;  

h.  The many who were and are willing to die for this truth.   

 

4.  Is the Bible/Gospel foolishness?   

a.  If that’s how you still see it, Paul tells you this morning that you will perish.    

(i)  “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing” (v. 

18).   

(ii)  You will bear the guilt of every one of your sins and be condemned by 

Jesus on Judgment Day.   

 

b.  But if you believe it and receive Jesus, He will save you, “But to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.”   

(i)  Don’t be foolish; don’t reject God’s truth.   

(ii)  Believe the evidence; receive the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 

saved.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


