
“It Is More Blessed to Give than to Receive” 
(Acts 20:32-38)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.  Last week, we considered Paul’s warning to the elders of Ephesus.   

1.  He first exhorted them to faithfulness.   
a.  In their sincere service to Christ, no matter how they might suffer for it.   
b.  In their self-sacrifice:  that they shouldn’t be afraid to suffer, but even willing to die 

for Christ’s cause.   
c.  And in their proclamation of the truth:  that they would not hold anything back by 

which a man might be saved or a saint edified.   
 
2.  But then he turned to warning:  to guard themselves and the whole flock.   

a.  After he left, Satan would send his emissaries.   
(i)  His only goal is to destroy the work of God in the church.   
(ii)  He most often and most effectively does this through false doctrine.   

 
b.  They would not only rise from without, but also from within.   

(i)  There was no lack of false teachers in those days, even as there are today.   
(ii)  And they affect us – very often in a positive way, to confirm that what we 

believe is true; but also in a negative way, when we begin to listen to what they 
have to say and begin to spread their leaven in the congregation.   

 
c.  Because of this, the elders needed to watch over the saints – to be on guard for 

them so that they wouldn’t become prey to these wolves/casualties of the war.  
They needed to teach sound doctrine, and confirm the saints in the truth.   

 
d.  And they needed to guard their own minds:   

(i)  If they went astray, how could they help the flock?  They would be like the 
blind guiding the blind:  both would perish.   

(ii)  But if they continued to hold fast to the truth, they would not only save 
themselves, but the flock over which they had oversight, as Paul exhorted 
Timothy:  “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in 
these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and 
for those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:16).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  In order to do both of these effectively, there was something they needed, something 
God had already provided, but something they needed to be reminded of:  they needed 
the grace of Jesus Christ through the Gospel.   
a.  Paul had already pointed them to this provision in Christ – he was the means God 

had used to bring them to faith in Christ, and through faith in Christ, to bring them 
under God’s protection and guidance.   



2 

b.  But Paul was reminding them again – of the power of God’s grace to change their 
lives, of the change in his life which was evident in his ministry of service to them, 
and of the testimony of their own hearts that bore witness to the truth of what he 
was saying, in order to confirm them again in the Gospel, so they would be 
strengthened against the power of the evil one.   

c.  We see something here of our own need of Christ and the power of His Gospel if 
we are to be effective in advancing His kingdom – we need to be those whose lives 
have been transformed by the Gospel so that we too will be willing to serve, rather 
than receive.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll consider three things from our passage:   

a.  First, only the work of the Spirit through the Gospel can make us willing to serve.   
b.  Second, when we are willing to be on the serving rather than the receiving end, this 

shows the sincerity of our profession and confirms the truth of the Gospel.   
c.  Finally, the blessing we receive from serving – at least one of the major blessings – 

is the love we receive back from others.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, only the work of the Spirit through the Gospel can make us willing to serve.   

1.  How were these saints – these elders – going to be able to guard themselves and 
Christ’s flock against Satan’s intrusions?  They had to be transformed by the Gospel 
so that they would be willing to give themselves in ministry to the church:  “And now 
I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and 
to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).   
a.  The Lord had used Paul to bring the Gospel to them that they might be transformed.   
b.  But if they were to engage in the ministry Christ called them to, now without Paul’s 

help, they needed God’s continued help through the Gospel.   
(i)  That’s why Paul commended/entrusted them to God – pointed them to Him – to 

protect them, to watch over them, to guard their hearts and minds, as He 
promised He would in the Gospel.   

(ii)  That’s why he also pointed them to the word of His grace:  to instruct them, to 
build them up, to sanctify them, to guide them into the promised rest.   

(iii)  Only God, by His Spirit and through His Word, could empower and guide 
them in the ministry they were now called to perform.   

(iv)  Paul wanted to make sure if they didn’t remember anything else, that they 
remembered this.   

 
2.  Of course, if we’re ever going to find the strength we need to fight the enemy and to 

serve the Lord, we need to look in the same direction.   
a.  Christ calls all of us to a life of service.   

(i)  Remember, Jesus didn’t come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many (Mark 10:45).   

(ii)  At the Last Supper, Jesus stooped to wash the disciples’ feet; He didn’t 
command them to wash His (John 13:5).   

(iii)  He did this as an example, that we should do for one another what He did for 
us.   
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(iv)  He set us free from our service to sin that we might become servants to one 
another:  “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your 
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” 
(Gal. 5:13).   

 
b.  The only way we can overcome our pride become the servants Christ calls us to be 

is through the Gospel.   
(i)  Through His Word and Spirit, we can become more like Him.   
(ii)  And the more we are like Him, the more we will find the strength to serve 

others.   
 

B.  Second, when, by God’s grace, we are willing to be on the serving rather than the 
receiving end, this shows the sincerity of our profession and confirms the truth of the 
Gospel.   
1.  Paul points to his example of service to encourage them to serve others.   

a.  He points to the fact that he was not in the ministry for the money.   
(i)  He did not charge them, nor was it his intention to take advantage of anyone:  “I 

have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes” (v. 33).   
(ii)  How many television evangelists can say that?   
 

b.  He not only took nothing for himself, but also provided for those who were with 
him.   
(i)  “You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the 

men who were with me” (v. 34).   
(ii)  He had the right to be supported in the ministry, but chose not to that he might 

take away from his enemies – especially the Jews – any grounds by which to 
accuse him.   

 
c.  He also wanted to leave them an example of a fundamental truth in God’s kingdom:  

it is more blessed to be the servant than the served.   
(i)  “In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help 

the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive’” (v. 35).   

(ii)  This is what Paul’s life was all about:  to serve as Jesus served.   
(a)  He gave his life to the proclamation of the Gospel:  to evangelize, preach, 

teach and establish churches.   
(b)  He freely chose to forego any compensation that he might offer the Gospel 

without charge.   
(c)  He even worked to take care of those with him.   
(d)  He would rather be on the giving end than the receiving end, because it is 

more blessed to be so.   
 

d.  Paul also laid himself and his needs aside when he prayed for them:  “When he had 
said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all” (v. 36).   
(i)  He wasn’t so concerned about what was going to happen to him – that he would 

be bound and perhaps killed in Jerusalem.   
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(ii)  He was concerned about the church and what would happen to them after his 
departure.   

(iii)  Again, Paul put himself to one side in order to serve others.   
 

2.  It is more blessed to give than to receive.   
a.  Do we believe this?   

(i)  It’s not wrong to receive ministry when we really need it from our brothers and 
sisters in Christ:  if we are all to give, someone has to be on the receiving end.   

(ii)  But do we spend more time on the receiving end than the giving?   
 

b.  One of the way the Lord ministers to our needs in through our giving.   
(i)  From a human standpoint, Paul was more in need than they were, since he was 

on his way to imprisonment and death.   
(ii)  But we find Paul ministering rather than being ministered to:  because in doing 

so, the Lord strengthened him.   
(iii)  If we would continue to give and minister during times when we feel we need 

ministry, it would do more to minister to our needs than to those we serve.   
(iv)  This is a lesson we all need to learn, especially when we’re young.   

(a)  Children tend to think the world revolves around them.  It’s because as 
parents, we focus so much of our time and energy on them.   

(b)  But when they grow up, they’ll see it’s not always going to be this way.   
(c)  We need to serve, to give:  this is the “secret” of being blessed.   

 
C.  Finally, the blessing we receive from serving – at least one of the major blessings – is the 

love we receive back from others.   
1.  Look at how this congregation treated Paul:  “And they began to weep aloud and 

embraced Paul, and repeatedly kissed him, grieving especially over the word which he 
had spoken, that they would not see his face again.  And they were accompanying him 
to the ship” (vv. 37-38).   
a.  They grieved and wept over the fact they would not see him again.   
b.  They embraced and repeatedly kissed him.   
c.  They accompanied him to the ship to see him off.   
d.  They loved Paul deeply.   
 

2.  This kind of love is very rare, but they had it for Paul.   
a.  The Lord filled their hearts with love for him as the blessing the Lord returned for 

his service.   
b.  If we want this blessing, we need to love others enough to serve them.   
 

3.  How can we do this?   
a.  Only by trusting in Christ as He is offered to us in the Gospel.   
b.  Only by committing ourselves to God, to follow His Word.   
c.  And then by submitting ourselves to Him to serve others.   
d.  If we do these things, we’ll find that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  

Amen.   


