
“Is the Price Really Too High?” 

(Luke 14:25-35) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Each of you here this evening, who haven’t yet come to Christ, has a reason.   

1.  Your reasons may all be different, but each of you has at least one, maybe more.   

2.  The question is do any of you have a good reason?   

a.  We’ve seen some of them:   

(i)  I don’t have the time to think about it right now.   

(ii)  God is sovereign in who is saved and who not, so He’ll save me if I’m 

supposed to be saved.   

(iii)  I have Christian parents – the Lord won’t let me perish because of their 

faith.   

 

b.  But were any of these good reasons?   

(i)  The Lord calls you to repentance and faith now – you can’t afford to put it 

off.   

(ii)  Yes, He is sovereign and He sovereignly calls you to repent and believe.   

(iii)  Your parents’ faith won’t save you anymore than Abraham’s faith saved all 

of his children – it’s a blessing to have Christian parents, but if you don’t 

follow in the footsteps of their faith, you will perish forever.   

 

B.  Tonight, let’s deal with another reason why some of you haven’t come:  because 

you’re not willing to pay the price Jesus requires.   

1.  You know there are certain things He does not want you to do, things you will have 

to give up.   

2.  At the same time He will ask you to do things that you’re not sure you want to do.   

3.  And so you resist coming to Him because you think the price is too high.   

4.  But is it really so high?   

a.  It would be if what you received wasn’t more than you had to give up.   

b.  You need to see this evening this isn’t the case.   

(i)  It’s true that the price seems to be high.   

(ii)  But it’s worth everything He commands you to give and many times more.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what Jesus says you must pay seems to be high.   

1.  He says you must hate those nearest to you, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not 

hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters . . . 

he cannot be My disciple” (v. 26).   

a.  He doesn’t mean you must literally hate your father and mother, or your 

husband or wife, or your brothers or sisters.   

(i)  He tells you in another place that you must love your neighbor as you love 

yourself (Matt. 22:39).   
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(ii)  He tells you that you are to love and honor your father and mother (Ex. 

20:12).   

(iii)  He tells you husbands that you are to love your wives as your own bodies, 

and wives that you are to love and submit to your husbands (Eph. 5:28, 33).   

(iv)  He’s not telling you here that the price for following Him is that you must 

hate those He tells you to love.   

 

b.  Rather, you are to hate them in comparison to the love you have for Him.   

(i)  Jesus is God in human flesh, and you are to love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your mind, with all your soul and with all your strength 

(Mark 12:30).   

(ii)  If any of these closest and dearest relatives of yours stands between you and 

serving Jesus, you must part with them and follow Him.   

(iii)  This does seem like a high price to pay.   

 

2.  Second, Jesus tells you that you must be willing to die for Him, “If anyone comes 

to Me, and does not hate . . . even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (v. 26).   

a.  Again, He doesn’t mean you are literally to hate your life.   

(i)  He tells you in another place, no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 

and cherishes it (Eph. 5:29).   

(ii)  It’s a sin to commit murder – even self-murder.   

 

b.  Rather, He means your love for Him must be so strong that you are willing even 

to die for Him.   

(i)  You must be willing to part with your own life, even as you would the 

relatives you love, if that’s He calls you to do.   

(ii)  Again, this seems like a high price to pay.   

 

3.  Third, Jesus tells you that you must be willing to let Him direct your life, even if it 

means suffering, “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot 

be My disciple” (v. 27).   

a.  You must be willing to lay aside your own plans for your life.   

b.  And you must be willing to do what He wants you to do with it.   

(i)  Even if it means hardship, even if it means suffering.   

(ii)  Considering that things may go easier for you in this life if you didn’t pick 

up this instrument of self-crucifixion and suffering, this seems like a high 

price to pay.   

 

4.  Finally, He says, you must be willing to give up everything you have, “So then, 

none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions. 

a.  He doesn’t mean by this that you can’t own anything.   

(i)  The disciples in Acts 5 would never have been able to help those disciples in 

need if they hadn’t had any property of their own to sell.   

(ii)  The Lord would never have commended to you the example of the Good 

Samaritan if you couldn’t have any resources at your disposal.   
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b.  But if He should tell you to give up everything you have in order to serve Him, 

you must be willing to do it.   

 

5.  The price Jesus tells you to pay does seem high.   

a.  It doesn’t buy your salvation – that is free; Jesus purchased it at the cost of His 

own blood.   

b.  But it will cost you everything you have.   

 

B.  But the question is, is this price too high?   

1.  That really depends on a couple of things:   

a.  On whether what He tells you to do is right – maybe you should be doing these 

things anyway.   

b.  And on whether what you stand to gain by paying this price is worth it.   

 

2.  Shouldn’t you be doing these things anyway because they are the right things to 

do?   

a.  Who is more deserving of your love than Jesus?   

(i)  You usually love those who are kind to you and give you good things – He 

gave you everything you have, even your own life – He made you.   

(ii)  Don’t you love those in this world who are beautiful and good?  He is the 

loveliest, the most faithful, the most holy – He is perfect.   

 

b.  Since He’s the One who gave you life, doesn’t He have the right to tell you how 

you should use it, even if you should lay it down for Him?   

c.  Since He gave you everything you have, and it all belongs to Him anyway – 

doesn’t He have the right to tell you what to do with what you have?   

d.  Isn’t it better to suffer for doing what’s right, even if you can avoid that 

suffering by doing what’s wrong?   

e.  The answer is yes – you should do these things anyway because they are the 

right things to do.   

f.  That’s why refusing to do them is such a serious sin.   

 

3.  But second, what do you stand to gain if you pay this price?   

a.  If you gained nothing but a lifetime of hardship and suffering, if there was no 

benefit or reward, then you might question whether it was worth it.   

b.  But what you gain far outweighs anything you have to give up.   

(i)  If you love Him, if you lay down your life for Him, if you’re willing to 

follow Him no matter what you have to endure, if you are willing to part with 

all that you have, you will gain everything.   

(a)  Jesus says, “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive 

many times as much, and will inherit eternal life” (Matt. 19:29).  

(b)  “Whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (16:25).   

(c)  “He who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  If anyone 

serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be 

also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him” (John 12:25-26).   
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(ii)  If you are willing to pay the price, then you will gain infinitely more than 

what you must give up.   

(a)  Jesus will forgive your sins and deliver you from the condemnation of 

hell.   

(b)  He will free you from your slavery to sin.   

(c)  He will give you His righteousness, His obedience.   

(d)  He will give you strength and provide you with everything you need to 

make it through this life.   

(e)  And He will take you to a world of perfect love and happiness when your 

life is over.   

(f)  Yes, it’s worth it.  It would be worth it even if you had to pay this price a 

thousand times.   

 

c.  Remember as well that if you’re not willing to pay the price now, you will have 

to pay an even higher price for your sins on the Day of Judgment.   

(i)  Jesus says,  

(a)  “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it” (Matt. 16:25).   

(b)  “He who loves his life loses it” (John 12:25).   

 

(ii)  If you don’t love Him, if you’re not willing to lay down your life for Him, if 

you don’t set your comfort aside and suffer for Him, if you hold onto your 

possessions – if you insist on living a selfish and self-centered life – then 

instead of a gracious Lord, you will meet Him as a righteous Judge, and 

instead of entering into a world of perfect love and bliss, you will enter a 

world of perfect suffering and torment.   

(a)  Yes, the price Jesus calls you to pay is high, but it is right and the 

benefits far outweigh the liabilities.   

(b)  Consider the alternative – fiery punishment that lasts forever.   

(c)  If you think the price is too high now, you won’t think so on the day you 

enter into hell.   

 

(iii)  Don’t make that mistake.   

(a)  Jesus offers you life this evening.   

(b)  Trust in Him to save you, turn from your sins and follow Him – He will 

forgive all your sins, help you through this life, and bring you into 

everlasting happiness in heaven.   

(c)  The price may seem high, but it’s worth it.   

(d)  May the Lord help you to choose wisely – to give Him your life, that you 

might gain eternal life.  Amen.   
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