
“Is Sin Really So Serious?” 

(James 1:13-16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we looked at several reasons some don’t trust Jesus:   

a.  Why some never trust Him:   

(i)  Because they don’t believe He exists and therefore there’s no judgment 

and no need for Christ.   

(ii)  Because they believe they’re good enough without Him.   

(iii)  Or because they think a God of love would never send anyone to hell – 

even if hell did exist.   

 

b.  We also saw several reasons why we often have a difficult time following 

Him:   

(i)  Because our faith is weak.   

(ii)  Because the lure of the world is so strong.   

(iii)  Because of peer pressure and the desire to be liked by the world.   

(iv)  And conversely, because we’re afraid of having too many people hate us.   

 

2.  But we also saw that we must overcome these things if we are to reach heaven:   

a.  We must trust Jesus if we are to be saved in the end:   

(i)  God exists, whether we want to acknowledge it or not; everyone knows He 

does; and He will in fact hold everyone accountable for their sins.   

(ii)  No one is good enough to enter into heaven on their own, not even one.   

(iii)  And yes, God is a God of love, but He is also a God of justice, and if you 

reject the infinite love He offers to you in Christ, you will find this to be 

true.   

 

b.  We must also overcome the obstacles that keep us from following Him as 

closely as we should.   

(i)  If your faith is weak, you need to strengthen it through the means of grace.   

(ii)  By drawing near to God in holy communion, you will grow in your love 

for Him and less in love with the world.   

(iii)  And when your love for Him is strong, you’ll be much less concerned 

about the world’s love or the world’s hatred, and you’ll be freed up to serve 

Him no matter what the cost.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider something else that tends to get in the way of our 

following Jesus:  when we don’t take sin as seriously as we should.   

a.  When our graces grow low, our sins – the things we allow in our lives that are 

against God’s will, that keep us from following Jesus, that is actually going 

the wrong way  – seem small.   
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b.  We begin to think God isn’t that concerned about them; or thinking that God 

doesn’t count them against us in Christ anyway, we’re not careful to avoid 

them.   

c.  But it’s dangerous to think this way.  We’re trading on the grace of God.  Isn’t 

this what Paul warns us against, where he writes, “What shall we say then?  

Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  May it never be!  How 

shall we who died to sin still live in it?  Or do you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too 

might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:1-4).   

 

2.  If you think that since you’ve come to Christ your personal sins are no longer 

important, that it doesn’t matter whether you fight against them or not, then 

consider the following arguments to strengthen your resolve against them.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, consider what sin really is:   

1.  Sin, in its essence, is hatred against God.   

a.  It’s His enemy; it’s refusal to submit to Him, it’s rebellion against Him; it’s an 

evil desire to dishonor and destroy Him.   

b.  It’s not only His enemy, but ours:  It wants to destroy your body, your soul, 

and the souls of all men, because they are made in His image.   

 

2.  Every sin we commit carries this particular element at its core:   

a.  Whether it’s a serious sin, or a “smaller” sin 

(i)  Whether it’s murder or hatred.   

(ii)  Whether it’s stealing or coveting.   

(iii)  Whether you commit an act of sin, or only want to do it or think about it.   

 

b.  Every sin carries in it the desire to disregard God’s commandments, dishonor 

Him, and injure our neighbor.   

(i)  Augustine, in his Confessions, laments the time he and some friends stole 

pears from a neighbor’s tree, realizing that he didn’t steal them because he 

wanted them or needed them, but because he wanted to experience the 

pleasure of stealing.  “Those pears were truly pleasant to the sight, but it 

was not for them that my miserable soul lusted, for I had an abundance of 

better pears.  I stole those simply that I might steal, for, having stolen them, 

I threw them away.  My sole gratification in them was my own sin, which I 

was pleased to enjoy; for, if any one of these pears entered my mouth, the 

only good flavor it had was my sin in eating it.”   

(ii)  Is sin really not that serious?  It is hatred against God.   

 

B.  Second, consider more particularly what sin caused man to do to God.   

1.  Sin moved Adam and Eve to sin and betray God, and plunge the whole human 

race into hell.   
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a.  The Lord had done so much for them – gave them their existence, took care of 

them, placed them in a paradise on earth, had daily communion with them.   

b.  But sin made them rebel against Him, disobey His commandment not to eat of 

the forbidden tree, and bring themselves and all mankind under the curse of 

eternal death.   

 

2.  When God purposed to send His Son into the world to save it, sin is what 

betrayed and killed Jesus Christ.   

a.  Sin sold Him for forty pieces of silver.   

b.  Sin put Him on trial and condemned Him to death.   

c.  Sin mocked Him and spit on Him, drove nails through His hands and feet, and 

crucified Him.   

d.  Is sin really not that serious?   

 

C.  Third, consider what sin has done to man:   

1.  Sin brought death into the world:  Through one man sin entered into the world 

and death through sin (Rom. 5:12).   

a.  Sin brought the curse on all mankind and the whole Creation.   

b.  Sin kills the body and turns it back into dust.   

 

2.  Sin is responsible for all the injustices one man does to another.   

a.  Sin is the reason one man steals from another.   

b.  It was sin that made slaves out of a nation.   

c.  Sin is behind every murder that has taken place.   

d.  Sin killed the prophets, burned the martyrs, and murdered the apostles.   

e.  Sin has destroyed cities, empires and whole nations.  Whatever weapons have 

been used to do it, sin is what moved men to use them.   

f.  William Guthrie, a Scottish minister, in his book, The Christian’s Great 

Interest, a book on what it means to be a Christian, writes, “If Adam and all 

his children could be dug out of their graves, and their bodies piled up to 

heaven, and an inquest were made as to what matchless murderer were guilty 

of all this blood, it would be all found in sin.”   

 

3.  Sin will destroy man on the last day.   

a.  Sin is what will condemn man on the Day of Judgment.   

b.  Sin is what cries out to God for judgment.   

c.  Sin will cast men into hell for all eternity.   

d.  Is sin really not that serious?   

 

D.  Fourth, consider that every sin is committed against an infinitely holy Being who 

will call all our sins into account.   

1.  God is infinitely holy.   

a.  He has an infinite love for everything that is good and right; He hates with 

infinite hatred everything that is evil.   

b.  Every time we sin, we offer Him something that is infinitely offensive.   
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2.  Combine this with the fact that He is infinitely just and has infinite power to 

enforce His commandments.   

a.  He has the ability justly to punish every sin that is committed against Him – 

and all sins are committed against Him.   

b.  He has the power to cast into hell, to punish sin justly for all eternity, since 

that is what sin deserves.   

c.  Are our sins really not that serious?   

 

E.  Finally, consider also that every sin we commit is committed against infinite love.   

1.  It would be one thing if we committed these sins against one that is full of hatred 

and does nothing but make our lives miserable.   

2.  But when you consider that they are committed against a Being who is full of 

love, grace, mercy and pardon to all who come to Him that makes them even 

more serious.   

a.  Jesus tells us, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For 

God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).   

b.  We offered God our infinite offenses, but He offers us His infinite love, free 

grace, a full pardon, deliverance from hell, and a place in heaven.   

c.  We have given God nothing but grief, but He has given His Son to die for 

sinners that we might be freed from all sins.   

d.  We didn’t care for Him at all, but He will care for us in this life and in the life 

to come, if we will only receive this gift by trusting in His Son.   

e.  Is it a serious sin to reject this love and refuse to trust in Christ?   

f.  Yes, it is very serious, serious enough to be cast away forever into a fiery 

furnace burning with His wrath.   

g.  Sin is very serious, especially the sin of rejected God’s mercy and love in 

Jesus Christ.   

 

F.  In closing, let’s be encouraged to repent of every sin.   

1.  Consider how evil and dangerous sin is, even the least sin, and repent of those 

sins.  Guthrie writes, “Study the nature of sin, till your heart incline to fear and 

loathe it; and meditate on the aggravations of your particular sins, how you have 

sinned against all God’s warnings, against your own prayers, against mercies, 

against corrections, against clearest light, against freest love, against your own 

resolutions, against promises, vows, and covenants of better obedience.  Charge 

your heart with these things till it blush for shame, and be brought out of all good 

opinion of itself.”   

2.  Yes it’s true, as our Confession reminds us, “there is no sin so small but it 

deserves damnation.”  But it’s also true “there is no sin so great, that it can bring 

damnation upon those who truly repent” (WCF 15.4).   

3.  Sin is infinitely serious, even small sins; but if you will turn from your sins to 

Christ, your sins will be forgiven and you will find mercy.  Amen.   


