
“Is God Unjust?  May It Never Be!” 
(Romans 9:14-18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We saw Paul’s great love and concern for his people and God’s covenant people the 
Jews.   
a.  He was grieved that they missed their high calling to receive the Messiah.   
b.  He was so grieved that he would even give his soul, if he could, to see them 

saved.   
c.  In other words, he demonstrated that his love for them was of the same kind as 

Christ’s.   
(i)  Christ was willing to become a curse and suffer hell for His disobedient 

people to reconcile them to Himself, and He did.   
(ii)  Paul was willing to do the same, even though he couldn’t.   
 

2.  We also saw Paul’s answer to the first objection raised against the fact that Israel, for 
the most part, didn’t receive her Messiah.   
a.  Did God’s promise that He would be Israel’s God and Israel His people fail?  

Hadn’t God promised to save His people – the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob?   

b.  Paul’s answer was, No, He didn’t.  He didn’t promise to save all the children of 
Abraham according to the flesh, but those according to the promise.   

c.  He went on to show that even in the families of the patriarchs, there were children 
of promise, but also children of the flesh.   
(i)  Not all of Abraham’s children were saved, only Isaac.   
(ii)  Not all of Isaac’s children were saved, only Jacob.   
(iii)  And certainly not all of Jacob’s children were saved.   
(iv)  “It is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children 

of the promise are regarded as descendants” (v. 8).   
(v)  Not every child of the flesh was a child of the promise.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Paul goes on now to deal with a second objection.   
a.  God’s promise has not failed, because He never promised to save all Israel 

according to the flesh, but those according to the promise.   
b.  But if this is so, is God unjust in saving only some, but not all of them?   
 

2.  We’ve already seen that this doesn’t violate any promise God made.  But does it 
violate His justice?   
a.  Paul tells us this morning in the strongest way:  No!   
b.  God reserves the right to show mercy and to grant salvation to whom He will.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul asks the question, Is God unjust?  “What shall we say then?  There is no 
injustice with God, is there” (v. 14)?   
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1.  Paul asks whether God is unjust in saving one over another or for favoring Jacob 
over Esau or one child of Israel over another or for fulfilling His Word to Israel in 
the children of the promise, rather than the children of the flesh.   

2.  Is He unjust for treating different people differently, for saving one and not another?   
3.  His answer is the strongest possible way of saying “no” in the Greek:  “May it never 

be!” (v. 14).   
a.  Abraham said, when pleading with God for the righteous that might be in Sodom, 

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly” (Gen. 18:25).   
b.  God must do what is right, what is just.  He can’t do otherwise.  He must be just.   

 
B.  But how can God be just when He chooses some and passes over others in His 

election?   
1.  The answer is very simple, when you understand what justice is.   

a.  Justice means giving someone what they deserve:  You do this, you get that, with 
this and that being equal:  Jesus said, “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” 
(Matt. 5:38).  He did not deny justice here, but merely said it wasn’t for us to 
exact it.   

b.  What do all men deserve?  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23).  “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   

c.  God can be just in saving some and not others because He doesn’t owe anything 
to anyone, except judgment.   

d.  If God gave to each man what he justly deserved, all He would deal out would be 
judgment.  He would be just to pass over everyone.   
 

2.  The real question we should be asking is, How can God be just in showing mercy to 
any?   
a.  How can He offer salvation to anyone?  If everyone deserves hell, how can He 

offer them heaven?   
b.  He can only do this because of what Jesus did.   
c.  If Jesus hadn’t lived and died, God would be unjust to show mercy to any.   
d.  But Jesus has come and He has fulfilled His Father’s justice – both with regard to 

judgment and reward.   
e.  And so the Father may now show mercy, if He chooses.  Paul writes, “For He 

says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion’” (v. 15).   

 
3.  Now He doesn’t treat everyone the same, but that’s not unjust.   

a.  We don’t treat everyone the same:  husbands and wives treat each other 
differently than other men and women, parents favor their children, children 
sometimes favor their brothers and sisters, sometimes they like them less.   

b.  But treating people differently is not treating them unjustly.   
c.  We are only unjust when we don’t give someone something they deserve.   
d.  If God chooses not to give some what they deserve, but to show mercy instead, 

He has the right to do that, because of Jesus.   
e.  And if He chooses to pass over them in His mercy and give them what they 

deserve, He can justly do that.   
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f.  Salvation, then, depends completely on His choice.  Paul writes, “So then it does 
not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 
mercy” (v. 16).   

 
4.  Furthermore, Paul tells us that God even reserves the right to harden hearts when He 

chooses.   
a.  He gives the example of Pharaoh to show that God raised him up solely for the 

purpose of destroying him, that He might be glorified.   
b.  “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised you us, to 

demonstrate My power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed throughout 
the whole earth” (v. 17).   

c.  Now how can God harden someone’s heart and still be just?   
(i)  I believe the answer lies in why their hearts are soft at all in the first place.   
(ii)  If God didn’t restrain sin, everyone would be worse than Hitler.   
(iii)  But since God doesn’t owe His restraint to anyone, He can justly remove it 

when He pleases.   
(iv)  This is what He did with Pharaoh.  He exposed him to the things He knew 

would harden his heart.  He didn’t restrain his sin.   
(v)  And so his heart was hardened; he didn’t let the people go; God sent His 

judgments, and Pharaoh and Egypt were destroyed.   
(vi)  And God was perfectly just in doing this, because He had the right to 

withdraw His blessings at any time.   
 

d.  Paul’s conclusion is, “So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens 
whom He desires” (v. 18).   
(i)  God may do as He pleases.   
(ii)  He may have mercy – because of Christ – or He may withdraw any of all of 

His blessings – because of sin.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  God is sovereign and has the right to save whom He will and pass over whom He will.   

1.  No one can demand salvation.  No one can say that God is unfair.   
2.  If anyone was to demand justice from God, and He was to give it, He would cast 

them immediately into hell.   
3.  The fact that He allows anyone to live beyond conception, to enjoy the blessings of 

life, the good things in life, is all of His mercy.   
4.  The fact that He offers salvation to any is purely of His mercy and grace.   
5.  The Lord offers salvation to you this morning.  If you haven’t received Christ as 

your just payment for sin and just entrance to heaven, do so now.  The offer is 
gracious.  Take it!   

 
B.  But let’s also remember, if God has had mercy on us, it’s only because of Him, and not 

because of anything we did.   
1.  We didn’t bend God’s arm:  we didn’t shine in His eyes because of who we are and 

what we’ve done.   
2.  God saved us purely of His mercy.  Let’s be thankful that He saved us and not 

accuse Him of being unjust because He hasn’t saved everyone.  Amen.   


