
“If God Is For Us, Who Can Be Against Us?” 
(Romans 8:31-39) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  In the middle of our battle/warfare against sin, God has given us encouragement.   
2.  As we saw over the last weeks:   

a.  He is working in us by His Spirit to make us holy (v. 14).   
b.  Through the work of the Spirit, He is giving us the confidence that we are 

His children (vv. 15-16).   
c.  He has assured us that not only our souls, but also our bodies will be made 

new again (v. 23).   
d.  He has given us the promise that the Creation will be made new again, and 

that we will be a part of that new Creation where righteousness reigns (v. 21).   
e.  He has appointed the Spirit to pray for us and through us for the things we 

need, according to His will (v. 26).   
f.  He has promised to work all things together for our good.   
g.  And He has assured us that this work He has begun in us in Christ, He will 

finish:  He will bring us to heaven (vv. 29-30).   
 
B.  This morning, Paul tells us more about what we saw last week.   

1.  Paul said we can know that all things will work together for our good, because 
God will eventually bring us safely to heaven.   
a.  He will use everything in this life to keep us moving toward heaven.   
b.  Again, in most cases, we would make more progress if we didn’t sin, but God 

has promised even to use our sins to move us forward.   
c.  He guarantees we will make it, if we hold fast to Christ, and that is a great 

encouragement.   
 
2.  This morning, Paul fills that promise out a little more through a series of 

arguments that reminds us there is nothing in heaven or earth that will stop God 
from fulfilling His purpose.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul shows us by way of several arguments that God does in fact love us and 
has saved us – if we are His – nothing will change His mind.   
1.  He uses a special kind of argument called the argument from the greater to the 

lesser.   
a.  If there is something greater that is certain, then the lesser is also certain.   
b.  If my parents have promised to give me $100 if I ask them, then I know they 

will give me $5 if I ask.  The greater guarantees the lesser.   
c.  Now if God has done the greater thing, certainly He will do those things 

which are less.   
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2.  Let’s look at the arguments.   
a.  First, “If God is for us, who is against us” (v. 31)?   

(i)  In other words, if God is on our side, then what difference does it make 
who is against us?   

(ii)  On one side, you have God, almighty power; on the other, the creature.   
(iii)  Now if God has decided He’s going to bring you to heaven, who or what 

could possibly stop Him?   
(iv)  There are plenty of things that look like they can stand in our way.  If it 

were up to us, we would fail.   
(v)  But what could stand in His way?  Nothing.   
(vi)  Who could stand in His way?  Nothing.   
(vii)  There is no one who can match His strength.   
(viii)  If God is for us, there is no competition.  We will make it.   

 
b.  Second, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 

how will He not also with Him freely give us all things” (v. 32)?   
(i)  If God loved us so much that He was willing to give His Son to die for us 

– that which is the most precious to Him – what wouldn’t He give us?   
(ii)  We need to remember that the worth of something is dependent on two 

things:  how much it’s really in itself, and the value that someone places 
on it.   

(iii)  When the first issue of the Superman comic was printed in 1938, they 
sold for about 10 cents each, because that’s what they were worth.   
(a)  Today, we’re told they’re worth about $175,000.   
(b)  Why?  Has the paper they’re printed on turned into platinum?  No.   
(c)  They’re really no more valuable than they were then.   
(d)  There’s just fewer of them around, and this makes people want them 

more.   
(e)  When you stop and think about it, things like diamonds, jewels and 

gold, though they have some intrinsic value, are really valuable because 
people want them, some for their value, some for their beauty.   

 
(iv)  But of course, when it comes to Jesus, He is priceless in both ways:   

(a)  Personally, He is infinitely worthy.   
(b)  And as the object of the Father’s love, He is infinitely precious.   
(c)  This is the One the Father was willing to give for our salvation.   

 
(v)  Now the point is, if He was willing to pay so great a price to have us, 

why would He hold back anything that was necessary to bring us to His 
throne in heaven?   

(vi)  The point is, He wouldn’t.  If He gave us His Son, He will, with Him, 
also freely give us everything we need to make it to heaven.   

 
c.  And finally, Paul writes, “Who will bring a charge against God's elect?  God 

is the one who justifies, who is the one who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He 
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who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
also intercedes for us” (vv. 33-34).   
(i)  The point here is that if we have been tried in God’s court of Law, and He 

has declared us innocent, then who could bring a charge against us in His 
court and make it stick?  No one.   

(ii)  This doesn’t mean that no one tries to do this.   
(a)  The devil tries.  He accuses us personally.  He accuses us before God.  

He accuses us before others and turns them against us, but God won’t 
listen to him.   

(b)  Our sins also accuse us.   
(c)  But they cannot condemn us.  Nothing can.   
 

(iii)  God has justified us – declared us to be not guilty, declared us to be 
perfect – only because of the righteousness of Christ.   

(iv)  Jesus took our place.  He was condemned in our place.  He took our 
curse on Himself.  He died for us.  He was raised for our justification.  He 
is seated at God’s right hand praying for us, interceding for us.   

(v)  With all this going for us, who or what could condemn us?  Nothing.   
 

B.  Finally, Paul applies these principles:  If God has loved us and done all these 
things for us, what could possibly separate us from His love for us in Christ?   
1.  Paul gives a list of possibilities (v. 35):   

a.  Shall tribulation?  Will difficulties, troubles, hard times, the things we will 
suffer in this life from others; will these things separate us from God’s love?  
Paul says no.   

b.  Will distress?  Will the difficult circumstances we will have to face in this 
life, its uncertainties, separate us from the love of Christ?  No.   

c.  Will persecution?  The things we suffer from others for doing the right 
things, will that separate us from the love of God in Christ?  No.   

d.  Will famine?  Not having enough food or water?  Obviously not.   
e.  Will nakedness?  Not having enough money, so poor as not to be able to 

afford clothing?  Of course not.   
f.  Will peril?  Dangerous circumstances, the things we might have to face from 

these other things?  No.   
g.  What about the sword from persecution or war?  Paul says no.   
h.  Even though as Christians people will hate us and want to kill us, and even 

though many Christians have been killed for their faith, and we may even be 
called by God to die for Him, this will not separate us from His love (v. 36).   

 
2.  Though we will face some, many or all of these things as Christians, yet we will 

prevail, we will overcome (v. 37).   
a.  Even if they should kill us, we have not lost.   
b.  Paul says we have conquered; and not just barely conquered, but 

overwhelmingly conquered, through the One who loved us.   
c.  How can Paul say this?  Because there is nothing that can take away our 

prize.   
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d.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord (v. 39).   
(i)  Death will not separate us:  when we die, it will unite us forever with Him 

in heaven.   
(ii)  Life will not separate us:  nothing in life can come between us, and while 

we are alive, we will not forsake Him, because His Spirit will not allow us 
to.   

(iii)  Angels will not separate us:  the good angels wouldn’t, and the bad 
angels couldn’t.  It is the Lord who fights for us.   

(iv)  The authorities, the powers that be, either rulers in this world or in the 
spiritual world, will not separate us:  they don’t have the authority.  God 
has claimed us in Christ; He will not leave us at their mercy.   

(v)  The circumstances we have to face right now or in the future won’t 
separate us:  God has already declared that He will work them together for 
good, to move us forward in the Christian life.   

(vi)  Again, the power that temporal and spiritual rulers can use against us 
cannot separate us:  God has a greater power.   

(vii)  Neither height nor depth can separate us:  neither powers in heaven 
above nor in hell below; neither prosperity nor poverty.   

(viii)  Nor any other created thing can separate us from God.   
(ix)  If the Creator and Sovereign Lord of the universe has loved us with an 

everlasting love and called us to be His children, there is nothing in 
heaven or earth that could ever loosen us from His hand.   

(x)  As Jesus also tells us in John 10:28-29, “And I give eternal life to them, 
and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.  
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.”   

(xi)  If you are a Christian here this morning, if the Spirit of God has savingly 
united you to Christ, if you love God and are trusting in Christ, you will 
one day be with your Lord in heaven.   

(xii)  Be encouraged and take comfort in that fact.   
(xiii)  But if you don’t know Christ this morning as your Lord and Savior, 

then take hold of Him now:  turn from your sins, believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you shall be saved.  Amen.    


