
“I Won’t Come, Because I Can’t” 

(Romans 9:18-21) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  We’ve been looking at excuses people use not to come to Christ.   

1.  Some won’t come because they don’t think they have the time to look into it right now 

– actually, you don’t know that you’ll have any time after this evening, so you can’t 

afford to wait.   

2.  Others won’t come because they know they’ll have to give up certain things – but is 

anything worth the loss of your soul, is anything worth eternal punishment in hell?   

3.  There are many excuses, but are there really any good ones?   

 

B.  Tonight, we’re going to consider another excuse sometimes used:  “I won’t come, because 

I can’t.”   

1.  This comes from those of you who are more sophisticated, who understand more of 

what the Bible says.   

a.  About God.   

(i)  You know that He is sovereign over all things.   

(ii)  You know He has elected whom He will save.   

 

b.  And about man.   

(i)  You know what the Bible says about the condition of your hearts.   

(ii)  You know that apart from His grace, you will never trust in Christ and be saved.   

 

2.  So, you argue, if this is true, then you really can’t come, until the Lord first changes 

your heart.   

a.  This leaves you off the hook.   

b.  There’s nothing for you to do because there’s nothing you can do.   

c.  But is this really a legitimate excuse not to come to Christ right now?   

d.  Let’s think about it for a few moments.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Bible does say that God is sovereign in salvation:   

1.  Only those He has chosen will ever come to faith in Christ.  That’s what we saw in our 

text.   

a.  He has mercy on whom He will have mercy (v. 15).   

b.  “He hardens whom He desires” (v. 18).   

c.  “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (v. 13), before either of them were born.   

d.  “It does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who as 

mercy” (v. 16).   

e.  “Does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one 

vessel for honorable use and another for common use?” (v. 21).   

f.  God is the One who does the choosing, not us, “He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:4-5).   
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2.  But that doesn’t leave you off the hook:  you are still responsible to believe now.   

a.  The God who is sovereign commands you to do so.   

(i)  “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to 

men that all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in 

which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has 

appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 

17:30-31).   

(ii)  He says, “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and 

there is no other” (Isa. 45:22).   

(iii)  The Lord doesn’t see any contradiction here:   

(a)  He is sovereign, and you are bound to submit now, regardless of your spiritual 

condition.   

(b)  Obedience is never an option.   

 

b.  If you decide you won’t obey Him, that is your decision, not God’s.   

(i)  No one is forcing you to disobey God; God is not forcing you to do so.   

(ii)  You disobey because that’s what you want to do.   

 

B.  Second, the Bible also says that you are born in sin and unable to obey and come to Christ 

apart from His grace.   

1.  You might say, “I can’t help myself.  I was born this way.”  That’s true.   

a.  David writes, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother 

conceived me” (Ps. 51:5).   

b.  Paul writes, “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, 

there is none who seeks for God . . . there is none who does good, there is not even 

one” (Rom. 3:10-12).   

c.  He also writes, “Those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (8:8).   

d.  You were born in sin; you can’t do anything good; you can’t please God; you can’t 

savingly believe.   

 

2.  If that’s true – if you aren’t able to come to Christ and can only come if God enables 

you – how can God blame you for not coming?  Paul tells us that’s what some were 

asking him, “You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault?  For who resists 

His will?’” (Rom. 9:19).   

a.  He can blame you first of all because it’s your fault that you’re in this condition.   

(i)  You’re unable to come because of your own sin.   

(ii)  Yes, Adam is the one who disobeyed God and ate of that tree, but he did so as 

your representative – and so God holds you accountable.   

(a)  If a man hires an assassin to kill another man, and the assassin carries out his 

mission, when he is caught, what crime do they charge to the man who hired 

him?   

(1)  They don’t simply charge him with hiring the assassin, but with murder – 

the assassin was acting as his representative when he killed the man.   

(2)  The man who hired the assassin is every bit as guilty as the assassin for 

taking that other man’s life.   

 

(b)  In the same way, you are just as responsible for disobeying God and eating of 

that tree as Adam, because he represented you in the garden.   
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(1)  God the Judge charges that sin against you.   

(2)  It’s because you’re guilty of that sin that you have a corrupt heart, and 

that’s why you won’t come to Christ.   

(3)  And you’ve only made matters worse from the day you came into the 

world by continuing to sin, making yourself even guiltier.   

(4)  You can’t blame God for your being unable to come to Christ:  it’s your 

fault.   

 

b.  He can blame you second of all because there is something you can do about this, 

but don’t.   

(i)  If you know the condition of your heart, and that only God can change it, but you 

aren’t seeking the Lord to change it, whose fault is that?   

(ii)  The Lord tells you that He is merciful, He is gracious.  He saves sinners just like 

you who don’t deserve His salvation.  If you know this is true, but don’t seek 

Him, whose fault is that?   

(iii)  He commands you to seek Him that you might be saved, “Seek the LORD while 

He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his 

way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and 

He will have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” 

(Isa. 55:6-7).  If you disobey His command, again, whose fault is that?   

(iv)  You can’t blame God, you can only blame yourself.   

(v)  You have no excuse.   

 

C.  Since God’s sovereignty isn’t standing in your way, and your own sin doesn’t get you off 

the hook, what should you do?   

1.  You should first of all let what you’ve heard convict you.   

a.  This is the first step towards salvation, the first thing the Spirit does.   

b.  The Lord sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Christ by preaching the Law to 

convict his hearers that he might point them to Christ.   

c.  Let what you’ve heard convict you and move you to turn away from your sins.   

 

2.  Second, listen to His command to repent and believe:  Press it on your soul; submit to 

it; obey it now.   

3.  Third, read the Bible, continue to attend worship; listen to sermons; let them convict 

and convert you.   

4.  Fourth, if you find that your heart is getting in the way, then seek the Lord to change 

your heart – He is gracious and merciful and compassionate.   

5.  Fifth, at the same time, cut off the sins that feed your flesh.  The stronger your flesh is, 

the less earnestly you will seek the Lord.   

6.  But keep seeking the Lord until you find Him, until He finds you, until He listens to 

your prayers and changes your heart and saves you.   

7.  Don’t excuse yourself any longer.  Take the responsibility that is yours and push 

forward to Jesus Christ and heaven.  Amen.   
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