
”I Will Be Treated as Holy” 
(Leviticus 10:3) 

Introduction: It is very popular in the church today to have what is called 
contemporary worship. But usually what is meant by this is more than just 
the use of contemporary music. Some of the hymns in our hymnal are 
contemporary; they were written very recently. But singing new hymns or 
using new styles of music is not all that is meant by the word contemporary. 
What it usually amounts to is a worship service which is man-centered, that 
is, worship which aims at being pleasing to people in general, in order to 
get as many unchurched people as possible to attend the worship. Their 
goals may be good -- they want to get people into the building so that they 
can tell them about what Christ has done -- but they don’t often stop to 
think about whether what they do is pleasing to God or not. This fact was 
driven home to my wife and I as we recently visited a local church to 
participate in their worship service. Though I have no doubt that the 
pastor and congregation were very well-meaning, as they are in many 
congregations, yet their attempt to remove what they consider to be 
stumbling blocks for the unchurched ended in a service which did not take 
the holiness of God very seriously. This is the inevitable result when a 
church plans the service around what man may or may not like, rather than 
around what God desires. God and His glory must be central. You must never 
forget that God created you and all things for His own glory, not for 
your’s. And when you realize that this is what you were made for, and you 
submit to God’s plan, then He will bless you, for He delights to bless His 
children who are obedient to His will. This applies to worship and to every 
area of life. When you begin to disregard the Word of the Lord and 
substitute your own will in its place, then you are no longer treating God 
as ho ly . 

Our text this morning brings out very plainly the danger of this kind of 
thinking. Everything in the Bible is very practical in its focus. There is 
not truth which does not bear on your life. Everything it says is necessary 
for your well-being. God requires that you treat Him as holy. God will be 
honored by you and by me. And He will receive that honor and glory from us 
in one way or another. 

In the context, Aaron and his sons were being consecrated, set apart by 
the Lord for the work of the priesthood. The steps for ordaining them as 
priests and for their consecration had all been carefully laid down by the 
Lord, and they were to follow them to the letter. But something very tragic 
happened during their ordination. Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s two sons, took 
their firepans, ”AND AFTER PUTTING FIRE IN THEM, PLACED INCENSE ON IT AND 
OFFERED STRANGE FIRE BEFORE THE LORD, WHICH HE HAD NOT COMMANDED THEM. AND 
FIRE CAME OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND CONSUMED THEM, AND THEY DIED 
BEFORE THE LORD.” What, you might ask, did they do to offend the Lord so 
that He killed them? Apparently, the fire they offered their incense on did 
not come from where the Lord commanded them to take it, and they offered the 
incense at the wrong time. Keil, in his commentary on Leviticus, writes, 
”That Nadab and Abihu intended to accompany the shouts of the people with an 
incense-offering to the praise and glory of God, and presented an 
incense-offering not only at an improper time, but not prepared from the 
altar-fire, and committed such a sin by this will-worship, that they were 
smitten by the fire which came forth from Jehovah, even before their 
entrance into the holy place, and so died ’before Jehovah’” (351). We might 
look at this as being something trivial to kill a man over. But God takes 
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these things very seriously, for He takes His personal holiness and honor 
very seriously. And what the Spirit of God is showing us this morning is, 

If you would draw near to the Lord, you must treat Him as Holy at 
all times and in the right ways. 

The Lord calls you this morning to examine your treatment of Him not 
only in the public worship service, but also in everyday life, to see if 
you are treating Him as holy or as common. 

I. The Bible Tells Us that the Lord Is Holy and Is Worthy to Be Treated 
with the Utmost Honor. 
A. The Word "Holy" Means To Set Apart Something from Common Use to 

Sacred Use. 
1.  You follow this principle in your life without really even 

thinking about it. 
a. Whenever you make a budget, you set aside certain amounts of 

money to be used for specific things: so much for the 
mortgage payment, so much for food, so much for education, 
etc. 

b. Whenever you plan your time, you set aside certain amounts 
to do your work, to spend time with your children, to 
recreate, e t c. 
Perhaps you have noticed in your children certain gifts and 
interests that have led you to set them aside for the 
pursuit of those things, if they are worthy to pursue. 

are illustrating one of the elements of holiness. 

c. 

d. Whenever you set aside anything for a specific purpose, you 

2. But there is a further element involved in holiness. It not 
only means to set apart something for a specific purpose. It 
also means that that purpose has something to do with God. 
a. In the worship of the Old Testament, when something was set 

b. After the Lord had brought His last plague upon the 
apart for God, it was considered holy. 

Egyptians, He said to Moses, "SANCTIFY TO ME EVERY 
FIRST-BORN, THE FIRST OFFSPRING OF EVERY WOMB AMONG THE SONS 
OF ISRAEL, BOTH OF MAN ANn BEAST; IT BELONGS TO ME. . . . 
ANn IT SHALL BE WHEN YOUR SON ASKS YOU IN TIME TO COME, 

HOUSE OF SLAVERY. ANn IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN PHARAOH WAS 

FIRST-BORN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, BOTH THE FIRST-BORN OF MAN 
AND THE FIRST-BORN OF BEAST. THEREFORE, I SACRIFICE TO THE 

SAYING, 'WHAT IS THIS?' THEN YOU SHALL SAY TO HIM, 'WITH A 
POWERFUL HAND THE LORD BROUGHT US OUT OF EGYPT, FROM THE 

STUBBORN ABOUT LETTING US Go, THAT THE LORD KILLED EVERY 

LORD THE MALES, THE FIRST OFFSPRING OF EVERY WOMB, BUT EVERY 
FIRST-BORN OF MY SONS I REDEEM" (Ex. 13:2, 14-15). Since 
the Lord had destroyed the first-born of Egypt in His wrath, 
He required that the Israelites sanctify, or set-apart, 
every first-born in Israel to Him. 

instead of their first-born sons, and He sanctified them for 
service in the Tabernacle and Temple. 

before Him as priests, and they were holy to the Lord. He 
ordered that holy garments be made for them, garments which 
only they may wear, and only when they are serving God in 

c. The Lord later took the Levites from the sons of Israel, 

d. The Lord also sanctified the sons of Aaron to minister 
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their office. The Lord said to Moses, "THEN BRING NEAR TO 
YOURSELF AARON YOUR BROTHER, AND HIS SONS WITH HIM, FROM 

AARON, NADAB, ABIHU, ELEAZAR AND ITHAMAR, AARON'S SONS. AND 

GLORY AND FOR BEAUTY" (EX. 28:i-2). 

AMONG THE SONS OF ISRAEL, TO MINISTER AS PRIEST TO ME -- 

YOU SHALL MAUE HOLY GARMENTS FOR AARON YOUR BROTHER, FOR 

e. The priests were the only ones allowed to enter into the holy 
place, and this because the Lord had set them apart to 
minister to Him there. And of course, only the high priest 
could enter into the Most Holy Place, the Holy of Holies, and 
that only once per year. And if he did not consecrate himself 
strictly according to the Lord's will, he was immediately 
struck down in the presence of God. 

important holiness is to the Lord. When something is holy, it 
is entirely set apart for the Lord, it belongs to Him. So 
Christ was holy, for He was entirely set apart for God's 
purposes and His alone -- "FOR", Christ said, "I ALWAYS DO THE 
THINGS THAT ARE PLEASING TO HIM" (John 8: 29). So also a man 
is said to be holy when he is set apart by God for His 
service. 

f. We begin to see something of what holiness means and how 

B. If the Persons, Places and Things Set Apart for His Service Are Holy, 
The Bible Tells Us How Much More Is God Who Makes These Things Holy. 

that God Is Holy in Two Ways. 
1.  First, He is absolutely separate from all of His creation and does 

not depend upon it for anything. Paul told the Epicurean and 
Stoic philosophers on Mars Hill, "THE GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD AND 
ALL THINGS IN IT, SINCE HE IS LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, DOES NOT 
DWELL IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS; NEITHER IS HE SERVED BY HUMAN 
HANDS, AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANYTHING, SINCE HE HIMSELF GIVES TO ALL 
LIFE AND BREATH AND ALL THINGS" (Acts 17:24-25). 
from His creation and does not need anything from it. 

God is holy in the sense that He is separate from all sin. As the 
prophet wrote, "THINE EYES ARE TOO PURE TO APPROVE EVIL, AND THOU 
CANST NOT LOOK ON WICKEDNESS WITH FAVOR" (Hab. 1:  13). 
a. He is absolutely pure and there is no blemish or stain of sin 

in Him. James says, with Him "THERE IS NO VARIATION, OR 
SHIFTING SHADOW" ( I :  17). 

presence, he cried out, "WOE IS ME, FOR I AM RUINED! BECAUSE 

UNCLEAN LIPS; FOR MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING, THE LORD OF 
HOSTS" (6: 5). 

He is separate 

2. But more importantly, and what is being referred to in our text, 

b. God is so holy and pure, that when Isaiah stood in His 

I AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS, AND I LIVE AMONG A PEOPLE OF 

The Point of this Passage Is that The Lord Is the Most Holy Thing Which 
Exists, and because He Is, You Must Do Him the Honor of Treating Him as 
Holy if You Are to Draw Near to Him. 

A .  In the Immediate Context of Our Passage, Those Who Draw Near Are the 
Pri est s. 
1.  The priests are those who have been set apart by the Lord to draw 

near in His presence. 
a. Ezekiel, in describing the Temple which he saw in his vision, 

writes, "THEN HE SAID TO ME, 'THE NORTH CHAMBERS AND THE SOUTH 
CHAMBERS, WHICH ARE OPPOSITE THE SEPARATE AREA, THEY ARE THE 
HOLY CHAMBERS WHERE THE PRIESTS WHO ARE NEAR TO THE LORD SHALL 
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EAT THE MOST HOLY THINGS’ ” (Ez. 42: 13). 

would minister in that Temple, by saying, ”’AND YOU SHALL GIVE 
TO THE LEVITICAL PRIESTS WHO ARE FROM THE OFFSPRING OF ZADOK, 
WHO DRAW NEAR TO ME TO MINISTER TO ME,’ DECLARES THE LORD GOD, 
’A YOUNG BULL FOR A SIN OFFERING’” (43: 19). 

the Lord, for He had set them apart for the purpose of drawing 
near to Him on behalf of the people. 

b. And God directs Ezekiel further concerning the priests who 

c. The priest is one who is said to draw near or to be near to 

2. But with the coming of the New Covenant, the office of priest as 
Mediator was no longer necessary. You may now draw near to God 
through your Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
a. The author to the Hebrews writes, ”SINCE THEN WE HAVE A 

GREAT HIGH PRIEST WHO HAS PASSED THROUGH THE HEAVENS, JESUS 

NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO CANNOT SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR 
WEAUNESSES, BUT ONE WHO HAS BEEN TEMPTED IN ALL THINGS AS WE 
ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN. LET US THEREFORE DRAW NEAR WITH 
CONFIDENCE TO THE THRONE OF GRACE, THAT WE MAY RECEIVE MERCY 
AND MAY FIND GRACE TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED” (4:14-16). 

FOREVER, [HE] HOLDS HIS PRIESTHOOD PERMANENTLY. HENCE, 
ALSO, HE IS ABLE TO SAVE FOREVER THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR TO GOD 
THROUGH HIM, SINCE HE ALWAYS LIVES TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR 
THEM” (7: 24-25). 

THE SON OF mn, LET us HOLD FAST OUR CONFESSION. FOR WE no 

b. He further says, ”BECAUSE HE [that is Christ] ABIDES 

c. Peter even calls you ”A CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A 
HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR GOD’S OWN POSSESSION, THAT YOU MAY 
PROCLAIM THE EXCELLENCIES OF HIM WHO HAS CALLED YOU OUT OF 
DARUNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT; FOR YOU ONCE WERE NOT A 
PEOPLE, BUT NOW YOU ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD; YOU HAD NOT 
RECEIVED MERCY, BUT NOW YOU HAVE RECEIVED MERCY” ( 1  Peter 
2: 9-10). 

d. You who were far off have now been brought near by the blood 
of Christ (Eph. 2: 13). 

C. Seeing then, That You Have Drawn Near to God Through Christ, You Are 
to Treat Him as Holy. 
1.  If you have embraced the Lord as He offers Himself to you 

through the Gospel, if you have drawn near through the blood of 
Christ in faith and repentance, then you are called upon to 
sanctify the Lord. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

As said in the introduction, it grieves me when I see 
people who call themselves Christians treat the Lord, not as 
the Holy God of all Creation, but as something common. 
Some speak of Him as though He were a peer, an equal, 
someone they rub shoulders with. 
Some treat Him as though He was a giant genie, who is at 
their beck and call to fulfill their lusts for money and 
posi ti on. 
Few treat Him with the dignity that He deserves, especially 
in worship. 
Do you honor the Lord in your worship of Him? Do you 
conduct yourselves in such a way that you tremble in His 
awesome presence? The Lord wants you to set Him apart in 
your hearts and treat Him as a most Holy Thing, not as 
something common. We are all too apt to rush into the 
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f. 

worship of God without even giving this a thought. We are 
so used to having this privilege that we take it for 
granted. Do you take God and His worship for granted? Then 
you are treating Him as common and not as Holy. 
And what about the way that you live? Do you sanctify God 
in your lives? Do you take seriously what He commands you 
to do? Do you tremble at His Word, and seek by His grace to 
be obedient in all areas of life? If not, then you are 
treating Him as common. What He says is not important to 
you. It does not carry the weightiness with you that it 
ought to have. 

2. If you are to treat the Lord as holy, you must first be holy 
yourselves. 
a. If you have embraced Christ as your Lord and Savior, you 

must set apart your life for His service. Paul writes, ”OR 
DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY 

ARE NOT YOUR OWN? FOR YOU HAVE BEEN BOUGHT WITH A PRICE: 
THEREFORE GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY” (1  Cor. 6:19-20).  

SPIRIT WHO IS IN YOU, WHOM YOU HAVE FROM GOD, AND THAT YOU 

b. If the Spirit of God dwells in you, then He has united 
Himself with your soul and radically changed your life. He 
is the principle of holiness within you. He works within 
your heart a desire after holiness. If He is in you, then 
holiness is the most compelling desire of your life. YOU 
WILL SEEK to know all the will of God. YOU WILL SEEK to be 
entirely conformed to it, because THAT IS YOUR DESIRE which 
the Spirit has wrought in your heart. 

you will of course treat the Lord as holy, for that will be 
your joy and delight. 

c. And if you are striving with all your might to be holy, then 

d. GOD SANCTIFIES YOU THAT YOU MIGHT SANCTIFY HIM. 
e. And even during those times when sin comes in like a flood, 

and you do not feel holy, nor feel like you desire holiness, 
you must still as a matter of conscience, seek holiness and 
n doing so, seek to sanctify God’s name. 

f. But remember, the strength and power to do so comes only 
from Christ, so you must throw yourself upon Him at all 
times to fill you with the power to persevere. When you 
come to Him in faith and ask, He will give it to you. 

D. But Realize this Morning, that If You Will Not Sanctify Him He Will 
Yet Receive Honor from You. 
1.  When Aaron’s sons did not treat Him as holy, He showed them that 

He was holy, and He was honored in the eyes of the people. 
a. They discovered that He really meant what He said. 
b. If they would not honor Him by doing what He had 

specifically commanded them, then He would honor Himself by 
showing the people that He took His Word and worship 
ser i ousl y . 

2. So Too, If You Will Not Treat Him as Holy in This Life and Honor 
Him, He Will Still Receive Honor from You and before All Men on 
the Day of His Judgment. 
a. God receives honor in two ways. He is honored when sinners 

turn from their sins and come to Him through Jesus Christ. 
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In this the glory of His grace and mercy shine forth. 

Him. He will pour out His just wrath and indignation on the 
day of His judgment to vindicate His honor in the eyes of 
His servants and of His enemies. 

of His wrath? I hope that it will be through the display of 
His mercy. God delights to show mercy. Will you come to 
Him this morning? The only thing that holds you back is 
yourself. Jesus said, "YOU ARE UNWILLING TO COME TO ME, 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE" (John 5:40). Come to God this 
morning. Ask Him to change your heart and make you willing 
to live for Him. Embrace the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, 
and begin a life which honors God. Amen. 

b. But God will also receive honor when a man will not turn to 

c. Will you honor God in the display of His mercy, or in that 


