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I Want to Know Christ! 
 
Purpose: To show the need for the believer to press on to know Christ - not to 
become satisfied and to give up any effort in this area.  To use Paul as the 
example of this attitude.   

1. Introduction 
DMLJ-text contains some of the most extraordinary words in Bible 
Great Apostle Paul says “I want to know Christ”! (8, 10) 
Should make us stop and think – this was towards end of life 
Easy for us to become complacent in the Christian walk 
Think we know enough, have done enough, experienced enough 
Our passage is booked – sit back, relax and enjoy the ride 
Some teachings even encourage it but older believers prone 
Yet Paul says “I’m not perfect yet – I need to press on” 
Paul invites us to follow his example in this 3:17 
What is that example? What do we know of Paul? 
This is what we will examine this morning 

2. A man of great accomplishments 
Philippians 3:4-6 although I myself might have confidence even in the 
flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, 
a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, 
found blameless. 

There were few men in Israel who were Paul’s equal here 
He says so himself - he was a man of noble birth 
He added accomplishments – Pharisee, persecutor, blameless life 
We can place great store in our ancestry, personal achievements 
We notch them up in our minds as evidences of our worth 
These give us our standing in society 
We compare ourselves with others, find ourselves better or worse 
We look askance at those who tread where we would fear to go 
We slacken our pace because we flatter ourselves we’re doing well 
What is Paul’s assessment of his own qualities and qualifications? 

Counts them loss compared with value of knowing Christ (vs 7, 8) 
A minus rather than a plus! 
A wrong attitude to such things is of less than no spiritual value 
Will hinder not help to know Christ and Paul wants none of that 
“I wants to know Christ”, he says.  Do you? 

3. A man of great learning 
Acts 22:3 I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, 
being zealous for God just as you all are today. 
Acts 26:24 While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a 
loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving 
you mad.” 

Paul was a man of great intellect 
Taught by one of the great minds of the day 
Acknowledged in the world as a learned man 
Here is something Paul will recommend, surely? 
Something to be confident in; to rest upon 
How we admire those with letters after their names or titles before! 
How we love to look to those as evidence of spirituality 
How tempting it can be to some of us 
To progress in learning for learning’s sake - flesh 
To read for reading’s sake 
Is this what Paul wanted?  His goal in learning? 
Filling his head with knowledge to hold his own in a debate? 
No – this, too, is loss compared with knowing Christ 
What does he say to us? “I want to know Christ!” 
Not just a head knowledge – a heart knowledge 
His whole goal – driving forward towards it 
He reads – but to know Christ 
He studies – but to know Christ in his heart 
He learns – but only if he learns to know Christ better 
Do you? 

4. A man of great zeal 
1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them— yet not 
I, but the grace of God that was with me.  

Having exerted himself in zealous persecution of the church 
Paul had since given all to serve the Lord 



Philippians3.doc  Philippians3.doc 
 

3  4 
 

He was tireless – he worked around the clock 
Making tents by night so he could preach by day 
Enduring hardships – embarking on long and difficult journeys 
Here is something to look back upon with satisfaction! 
What he had done in his zeal! 
We can place confidence in our zeal sometimes 
Deceitful hearts persuade us it must count 
Begin to be proud of it – to boast in it – Look what we have done! 
But what does Paul say?  “I want to know Christ!” 
“That is loss and rubbish compared with knowing Christ” 
All his zeal is focused on that goal  Is yours? 

5. A man of great spiritual experiences 
2 Corinthians 12:2-7 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—
whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows— such a man was caught up to the third heaven.  3 And I know 
how such a man— whether in the body or apart from the body I do not 
know, God knows—  4 was caught up into Paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.  

There can be few men on earth who have seen & heard such things 
Third heaven – the presence of God himself! 
Few who have had such deep and rich experiences 
He calls them “surpassingly great revelations” 
How wonderful it must have been to ponder them! 
Surely he had arrived - a foretaste of heaven! 
There could be little to desire now – just remember the experience 
How easy for us to satisfy ourselves with yesterday’s experience 
Or last year’s, or those we had just after we came to know Christ 
How easily we content ourselves 
How readily we allow world to dull our appetite for these things 
Yet after Paul had experienced these surpassing things, he writes 
“I forget what is behind” (13) won’t think of it 
“I press forward (strain every nerve) to what is ahead” (14) 
“I haven’t already obtained the prize” 
“I want to know Christ!” 
Are you still contenting yourself with memories of the past? 
Spiritual experiences you had 5, 10, 30 years ago? 
Have you had enough experience to see you to heaven? 
Paul challenges you this morning – forget the past – press on! 

6. A man of great spiritual power 
Romans 15:18-19 For I will not presume to speak of anything except what 
Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the 
Gentiles by word and deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the 
power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as 
Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

Paul exercised great spiritual power in his ministry 
Demonstrated his apostleship in performance of great miracles 
Used in his preaching to bring thousands of gentiles to New Birth 
How little we know today of the power of Biblical Christianity 
How little we expect to know 
How little power is enough to satisfy us! 
Yet this is of the essence of our faith! 

1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but 
in power. 

Power to defeat sin, Satan, rise above flesh, see Christ, joy in Him 
With all the power he knew and exercised, is Paul satisfied?   
Has he reached saturation?  No! 
“I want to know the power of His resurrection” (10) 
The Holy Spirit is the source of this power for the believer 
More power over sin and Satan 
More power of the new life in Christ 
More power to know Christ 
Do you long for more power in this way – you should! 

7. A man of great sufferings for Christ 
2 Corinthians 11:22-27 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? 
So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they 
servants of Christ?— I speak as if insane— I more so; in far more labors, in 
far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of 
death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 
shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have been 
on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, 
dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the 
city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false 
brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless 
nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 

Few men in Scripture suffered as much for God 
In our society, all suffering is bad 
It is to be avoided at all costs; we don’t like the idea of it 
It’s unpleasant to be rejected and abused by others 
We’re afraid what it might do to our circumstances  
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But what does Paul say? 
He wants to know the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings 
Paul wants more of it.  Not going out looking for it 
We can all do things that will result in abuse from others 
Not necessarily for Christ 
But Paul realized that to suffer for Christ is a great privilege 
Apostles rejoiced they were worthy to suffer disgrace for the Name 
So did Paul - This is knowing Christ better! 
Here is a mark of Christlikeness – to suffer for Christ! 
A mark of our own progress in the Faith  
If they hated our Lord, they will hate us also 
Everyone who wants to live godly in Christ will be persecuted 
Do you long to share in the sufferings of Christ?  You should! 

8. A man of great holiness 
Paul had single-mindedly battled the flesh 
Beaten his body to make it his slave 
He had put sin to death wherever he found it 
Had he arrived?  Had he reached an acceptable standard? 
Was he going to sit back and wait for glory? 
No! 

Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without 
which no one will see the Lord. 

“I want to be conformed to Christ’s death” (v10) 
Not that he wants to be crucified as Christ was 
To die to sin, to die to self, to the world, to Satan.  Do you? 

9. Conclusions 
We have looked at Paul’s example. 
Allowed nothing to prevent him from pressing on to know Christ 
Do you feel his hunger and longing here? The fire in his soul? 
Do you have this?  Do you pant for the Lord Jesus, to know Him? 
Is this your heart’s desire?  Maybe to lesser degree, but is it there? 
“But Paul was an Apostle – we can’t have this same attitude” 
“Paul a fanatic, perfectionist - should have been satisfied” 
Then why does Paul ask us to follow his example? (17) 
Why are there others who felt this too?  Psalm 42-43 

Psalm 63:1 O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul 
thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where 
there is no water. 
Psalm 84:2 My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Psalm 119:131 I opened my mouth wide and panted, For I longed for Your 
commandments. 
Psalm 143:6 I stretch out my hands to You; My soul longs for You, as a 
parched land.Selah.  
Matthew 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 

We should know this longing and desire if we belong to Jesus 
A hunger and thirst that can only be satisfied in Him 

John 7:37-38 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  
38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost 
being will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 

What if there is no desire in your soul for Christ? 
Just coldness, formality, leaning on yourself? 
What if Paul’s approach seems OTT and a little repulsive? 
You’re uncomfortable when you see it in others 
Then you are probably not a Christian – How could you be? 
How can you have no desire to know Him better and be His child? 
There is no prize for you while you remain this way 
Only a certain expectation of God’s judgment for your sins 
Put no confidence in your flesh – that is sin! 
Turn from those things – look to Christ alone to save you 
He alone is able – and He is willing if you will but come! 
 
What if the desire is faint?  Only a glimmer? 
Stir it up!  Follow Paul’s example: Set your eyes on Christ 
See His beauty and desirability  
Compare the things you are satisfying yourself with now and the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ 
See the world and its tawdry trinkets for what they are 
Forget what is behind!  Don’t linger there 
Don’t satisfy yourself with past achievements, experiences 
Press on to know Him!  Seek Him out in prayer 
Strain every nerve and fiber! 
Hunger and Thirst for Him! 
He is the prize He is the goal – go to it! 
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Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.  
 
 
Prelude, Announcements   
 
Silent Prayer   
 
Call to Worship Psalm 42 & 43 
 
Invocation   
 
Hymn #7   "From All That Dwell Below The Skies"  
 
Reading of God's Law: 2 Peter 1:1-15  
 
Hymn #538   "More About Jesus Would I Know"  
 
Morning Offering   
 
Morning Prayer   
 
Scripture Text Philippians 3  
 
Sermon:  I want to know Christ!  
 
Hymn #642   "Be Thou My Vision" 
 
Benediction   
 
Gloria Patri   
 
Postlude  


