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 Reference: ACTS 24:24-25 
 Church: GRACE Date: 02/20/11 

I Won't Come to Christ Because...  
I Just Don't Have Time Right Now 
Purpose: To destroy the excuse of the procrastinator and point to Christ 

1.  Introduction 
People make all sorts of excuses for not becoming Christians 
If you are not a believer tonight, what is your excuse? 
Why haven't you come to Jesus? What reason do you have? 
All the excuses people make are pretty lame 
Tonight we are going to look at the excuse of a man called Felix 
Felix was the Roman governor, living in Caesarea 
He made his excuse after hearing the Gospel from Paul (Read) 

Acts 24:24–26 But some days  later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife 
who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in 
Christ Jesus. 25 But as he was discussing righteousness, self‐control and 
the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for 
the present, and when I find time I will summon you.” 26 At the same 
time  too,  he  was  hoping  that  money  would  be  given  him  by  Paul; 
therefore he also used  to send  for him quite often and converse with 
him.  

You may not know it, but you and Felix have a lot in common 

2. You are Not a Good Person, Just Like Felix 
First thing you need to know is that Felix was not a good person 
He divorced his first wife, was on to his second - adulterous 
Felix was living a wicked life 
He was out for himself and what he could get 
Married for position, liked bribes, ruthless in the abuse of power 
Felix’s cruelty and licentiousness, coupled with his love of bribes, led to a great increase of 
crime in Judaea. The period of his rule was marked by internal feuds and disturbances, which 
he put down with severity.  
In other words, Felix was a typical unbeliever 
You probably do not have the same opportunities as he did 
But you do have the same heart 
If you're not a Christian, you're living entirely for yourself  
Without God's restraint, you have all it takes to be even worse 
Everything you do, say and think puts you in first place 

Driven by self.  Maybe career, a relationship, money, fun  
You are a lot like Felix 

3. You Know the Gospel, Just Like Felix 
Felix knew "the Way" (See v 22) 
Perhaps because Cornelius lived in Caesarea 
Perhaps because he had a Jewish wife 
Either way, he had a "more exact knowledge about the Way" 
He had heard the Gospel; knew it in some detail 
Paul had a reputation as a speaker, Felix was curious. 
So he sends for Paul to hear more. 
Of course, he was also out for some fringe benefits 
He was hoping Paul might offer a bribe (26) 
 
You teens know the Gospel too, don't you? 
Many of you have a "more exact knowledge about the Way" 
Compared with many people, you are experts 
You probably hear the Gospel most days at home 
Certainly every Sunday 
You know your Bible somewhat 
You can probably recite some of the Catechism 
Perhaps you can give an outline of the Gospel itself 
You might even want to come to church on a Sunday 
Not necessarily to hear the messages 
But to hang out with friends - you like the fringe benefits 
You are like Felix 

4. You need Faith in Christ Jesus, Just Like Felix 
Even though he knew the Gospel in his head, he had not believed 
Paul speaks a message that is laser-targeted at Felix's condition 
Just as preachers, friends and parents have explained to you 
But like Felix, you still have not believed 
Your need is exactly the same as Felix - faith in Christ Jesus 
Paul made 3 points to help Felix see his problem(25) - reconstruct  

4.1. Righteousness  
Paul might have started with Felix as one who set laws for Judea 
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People who keep the law are acceptable, blameless 
Those who don't are condemned, punishable 
Then he might turn to God as the Ultimate Law-Giver 
Who has established a perfect Law and requires us all to keep it 
Those who keep God's Law perfectly are "righteous" 
They never do anything God has forbidden  
They always do everything He has commanded 
Those who do not are "unrighteous" and liable to punishment 
Paul probably pointed out how many people are truly righteous 
Romans 3:10–18  ...as  it  is written,  “There  is none  righteous, not even 
one; 11 There  is none who understands, There  is none who  seeks  for 
God; 12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There 
is none who does good, There  is not even one.” 13 “Their  throat  is an 
open  grave, With  their  tongues  they  keep  deceiving,”  “The  poison  of 
asps  is  under  their  lips”;  14  “Whose  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and 
bitterness”; 15 “Their  feet are  swift  to  shed blood, 16 Destruction and 
misery  are  in  their  paths,  17  And  the  path  of  peace  they  have  not 
known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  

Why is no-one righteous?  Why is that impossible for mankind? 
None of us has it in us - thanks to Adam 
Felix was very good at self righteousness (so are we) 
He lowered the standard to one he could meet 
He compared himself to others so he could feel good (so do we) 
Congratulated himself on his status, his skills, his wisdom, wealth 
This is so much garbage to God - a stench 
If that is all your "righteousness", God sees that in the same way 
So Felix was not righteous and Paul made that very clear to him. 
And you are not righteous either - you are just like Felix. 

4.2. Self-Control 
Next, Paul dealt with an area where Felix's guilt was evident 
He had little self-control, he gave full rein to the sin inside 
What he wanted most was wicked and unrighteous, as we saw 
Paul might have spoken to him as he did when warning Timothy: 

2 Timothy 3:1–5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will 
come.  2  For  men  will  be  lovers  of  self,  lovers  of  money,  boastful, 
arrogant,  revilers,  disobedient  to  parents,  ungrateful,  unholy,  3 
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self‐control, brutal, 

haters of  good, 4  treacherous,  reckless,  conceited,  lovers of pleasure 
rather  than  lovers of God, 5 holding  to a  form of godliness, although 
they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  

Paul is describing unrestrained sin in the lives of unbelievers 
People who have no self-control - look what they are like! 
But - all the self-control that anyone has comes from God 
Without His Spirit's work, we all behave in exactly this way 
So Paul is describing you if you are not a Christian  
You have no Spirit, no self control, you are just like Felix 

4.3. Judgment 
Up to now, Felix might have been saying, "so what?" 
"I am unrighteous, I lack self-control, but so what?" 
So Paul turns lastly to the Day of reckoning 
He points out that the patience of God is not without limits 
God has set a day for judgment, for giving an account 
A day when Felix will have to settle up with God 
All his wickedness, unrighteousness, lack of self-control exposed 
All his inward thoughts, his words, his deeds, his desires 
His life will be measured up against the standard - God's Law 
The verdict will be pronounced - "guilty" 
No hung jury - the Judge is an eye-witness to every crime 
The just sentence will be exacted - no plea bargaining: 
Felix will be tormented in the fire of God's wrath forever 
Felix was scared - very scared. (25) He was right to be scared! 
 
Now see how like Felix you are in this regard 
Are you righteous?  Have you perfectly obeyed God all your life? 
Of course not - we already saw that 
Has your life been marked by self control or self-indulgence? 
I know the answer - Timothy passage is about you 
The same Judge is eye-witness to all your crimes 
You face the same verdict and sentence as Felix on that Day 
"Guilty", eternal wrath and condemnation. 
 
But summary of Paul's message (24) is: "Faith in Christ Jesus" 
We haven't mentioned Jesus yet.  Can Jesus make a difference? 
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What did Paul say about Him? 
Faith in Jesus could make all the difference to Felix,  
And to you, because you are just like him. 
As God, Jesus became a man and subjected Himself to God's Law 
Unlike us, Jesus kept it perfectly - the One truly righteous man! 
And God counts His law-keeping as ours - when we trust Jesus 
On the cross, Jesus took the guilt of His people on Himself 
Suffered the eternal wrath of God that was due to them 
Discharged the debt of His people 
So there is no condemnation for us - when we trust Jesus  
Jesus purchased the Holy Spirit to live in those who trust Him 
To produce fruit in them - one of which is self-control 
So we can become self-controlled - when we trust Jesus 
Faith in Jesus makes us righteous, self-controlled, not guilty! 
Who can take advantage of this? Anyone who wants to! 
Felix, if he will, You, if you will 
All you have to do: turn from unrighteousness, lack of self control 
Cry out to Jesus to save you by His work. 
You need faith in Christ Jesus, just like Felix 

5. Felix ran away from Jesus - and so have you 
Sadly, you are like Felix in one more way tonight 
How did Felix react to this message from Paul? 
You would think he would leap at it!  But no. 
"It's not convenient right now" (25) 
"I am a busy man - I'll think about it later on" 
His fear didn't drive him to Christ.  Instead, he put up the shutters 
You have done the same thing - I know you have! Time & again! 
"I don't have time right now - I am having way too much fun" 
"I'll have plenty of time for this later" 
You are presuming; you are testing the patience of God  
 
40% in USA die suddenly.  Heart attack, stroke, accident 
They exit life unexpectedly - no warning. 
Look around the room tonight and count the people in groups of 5 
2 out of every 5 will die suddenly 
1 in 20 will die suddenly in an accident  

Here are some Modesto Bee headlines from February (so far): 
 Two teenage boys are dead and two others are in custody after they crashed a 

stolen car into a tree on River Road early Monday. 
 A driver was killed after his Jeep smashed into a tractor-trailer making a U-turn on 

Highway 120 near Groveland last week. 
 One day after a girl was killed and three others injured when they were hit by a 

pickup while walking to school, two boys were hit by a car on their way to high school 
across town Thursday morning. 

 A pedestrian was struck and killed along southbound Highway 99 on Wednesday 
night. 

 The motorcyclist killed on Highway 99 in Manteca on Saturday night was identified 
as a Modesto man. 

 A woman was killed while attempting to walk across the Oakdale Waterford Highway 
in Waterford. 

 A head-on collision Tuesday left a 74-year-old Newman man dead and three other 
Newman residents injured when the two vehicles they were in crashed on Hills Ferry 
Road. 

 A Sonora man was killed Monday night when he was struck by a car while he was 
walking in traffic on Mono Way. 

How many of these began the day thinking it would be their last? 
Yet probably 100% of us here do not think it could happen to us 
How many considered last night you may not wake up today? 
How many considered that you may not make it to church? 
You teenagers - teen culture - "I am invincible" 
So when the Gospel is preached to you, you think - "later" 
It can wait for a more convenient time - like Felix 
For 2 out of 5 of us here, that time will never come 
The end comes without warning for 2 out of every 5 of us 
The only time you can be certain of is NOW! 
You could be swept into eternity before this night is over! 
Your car could be in Modesto Bee headlines tomorrow morning 
Don't be like Felix any longer!  This is the convenient time! 
Come to Christ now! 

6. Conclusions 
Here is a tragedy - God spoke to Felix through Paul, he was afraid 
But he did nothing about it.  As far as we know he never did 
It was just an excuse - he didn't want to give up unrighteousness 
He enjoyed lacking self control 
But he will not escape the Judgment 
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I want you to imagine Felix on the Day of Judgment 
What will he say? What excuse will he make then? 
"It was never a convenient time, Lord" 
But I sent Paul to speak to you! 
You understood your danger, and chose to do nothing 
 
Now imagine yourself on that Day 
What will you say?  What will be your excuse then? 
"It wasn't convenient - I just didn't have time then" Really? 
"I didn't understand"  Really? 
"No one ever told me" Really? 
 
 


