
“I Don’t Respect the Messenger” 

(Matthew 13:54-58) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  During the three and a half years of His ministry, Jesus preached throughout the 

land of Palestine.   

a.  For the first couple of years, He was well received.   

(i)  The people were amazed by His miracles.   

(ii)  Many listened to Him.   

(iii)  Many followed Him.   

 

b.  This was the time of His popularity,  

(i)  Before the leaders began to understand who He was,  

(ii)  Before they began working  

(iii)  To turn the people against Him.   

 

2.  Matthew tells us, though, that there was one exception:  Even in those days there 

was one group that had a difficult time listening to Him – those from His own 

hometown.   

a.  Now who was a better communicator than Jesus Christ?   

(i)  There had never been such a popular, powerful or more talented preacher 

in Israel before.   

(ii)  And as good as some of those were who communicated the Gospel after 

Him, none have ever come close.   

 

b.  And yet these people wouldn’t listen Him.   

(i)  Why not?   

(ii)  The problem was they knew Him too well:   

(a)  They knew His father.   

(1)  At least the one they believed was His father – Joseph, the 

carpenter.   

(2)  Joseph wasn’t His real father.   

(A)  Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the 

Virgin Mary – before Joseph and Mary came together as husband 

and wife.   

(B)  He is the Son of God:   

(I)  The God the Father is His Father from all eternity – He is 

God the Son.   

(II)  And since He was supernaturally conceived in Mary’s womb 

by God the Spirit, He is the Son of God.   

 

(C)  The point is they knew Joseph – His adoptive father.   
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(b)  They knew His mother, Mary.   

(c)  They knew the other children Mary had with Joseph:   

(1)  James, Joseph, Simon and Judas (no, not the Judas that betrayed 

Him),  

(2)  And His sisters.   

 

(d)  They knew Jesus had spent His early years working with His father –  

(1)  Learning His trade –  

(2)  And that He hadn’t been educated in their schools.   

 

(e)  They didn’t know anything they could hold against Him personally.   

(1)  He wasn’t like us – He didn’t do the things we did when we were 

growing up.   

(A)  Those who saw what our early years were like –  

(B)  Especially our teen years and those of our early adulthood –  

(C)  Would know all our flaws  

(D)  And would have a hard time accepting that we were messengers 

sent from God.   

 

(2)  Jesus didn’t have this problem:   

(A)  He had never done anything wrong – or even questionable.   

(B)  He was perfect in every way.   

 

(3)  Their problem with Him was simply that they knew Him.   

(4)  Which is why they were offended when He claimed to speak for 

God.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Maybe that’s why some of you here this morning haven’t come to Jesus.   

a.  Because you know those who have tried to tell you too well.   

(i)  Maybe it was your parents,  

(ii)  Or someone you grew up with –  

(iii)  A brother or sister, another relative or a friend.   

(a)  You know them well enough to know they’re not perfect.   

(b)  You’ve seen the mistakes they’ve made, the sins they’ve committed –  

(c)  Even though they call themselves Christians –  

(d)  And so you haven’t been able to bring yourself to listen to them when 

they’ve tried to tell you about the Gospel.   

 

b.  Maybe you’re not aware of anything against them,  

(i)  But you still won’t listen to them  

(ii)  Because you just know them too well.   

(iii)  It’s been said that familiarity breeds contempt.   

(a)  You’d be much more likely to listen to a complete stranger  

(b)  Than to those you know,  

(c)  Simply because you know them.   
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2.  If this is true of you this morning, here are a couple of things you need to know:   

a.  The first is that the real problem with your listening to them is not them, it’s 

your heart – you won’t listen because you really don’t want to hear what they 

have to say.   

b.  The second is this, the message they bring – the one you don’t want to listen 

to – is the only message that can change your heart and save your life.   

c.  Let’s consider both of these for a few moments.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you need to see that the real problem is with your heart, not with the 

messenger – if you don’t want to hear the message, you won’t listen.   

1.  It’s not that the messenger doesn’t matter.   

a.  You likely have people in your life that you don’t want to listen to.   

(i)  When you lose respect for someone,  

(ii)  Or think they’re being a hypocrite,  

(a)  It’s hard to listen to anything they have to say,  

(b)  Especially in the area they’re having problems with.   

 

(iii)  Familiarity, as we’ve already heard, can also be the problem.   

(a)  When you know someone too well,  

(b)  It’s hard to take them seriously;  

(c)  Sometimes because it’s hard to believe they’re taking themselves 

seriously.   

 

b.  In some cases, it might actually help you to hear the Gospel from someone 

else.   

(i)  You’re much more likely to listen to someone you respect, than someone 

you don’t,  

(ii)  To someone whose life is consistent with the message they’re bringing –  

(iii)  At least a person whose life you believe is consistent with their message.   

(iv)  That’s one reason why those of us who are Christians  

(a)  Should try to reach each other’s family members, friends and children.   

(b)  We do need to be careful with regard to the children,  

(1)  That we don’t usurp the parents’ authority or responsibility.   

(2)  But we should try to supplement it as best we can  

(3)  Through the things we do and say around them.   

 

c.  So yes, the messenger does matter, at least to some extent.   

 

2.  On the other hand, you need to realize the messenger isn’t the only problem.   

a.  Who could communicate the Gospel better than Jesus?   

(i)  Whose life was more consistent with His message than His?   

(ii)  But even though He was perfect,  

(a)  Even though He had done miracles,  

(b)  They still rejected Him.   
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(c)  A perfect life, a perfect message perfectly delivered, even miracles –  

(d)  The things you might think would gain the best hearing –  

(e)  Weren’t enough.   

(f)  Why not?   

(1)  Familiarity was partly to blame – but not entirely.   

(2)  The real problem was their heart.   

 

b.  They just didn’t want to hear the message.   

(i)  When someone comes to you with something you want to hear,  

(a)  It doesn’t matter that much who they are,  

(b)  You’ll listen.   

 

(ii)  But when they come to you with something you don’t want to hear,  

(a)  It doesn’t matter how much you like the messenger,  

(b)  You won’t want to listen.   

 

(iii)  The problem isn’t just the messenger – it’s your heart.   

(iv)  You have heart disease:   

(a)  Not the kind you typically think of – although some of you might be 

struggling with that.   

(b)  It’s a spiritual disease in your soul.   

(c)  Listen to what God says about the condition of your heart:   

(1)  “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 

who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9).   

(2)  “There is none righteous . . . there is none who does good, there is 

not even one” (Rom. 3:10, 12).   

(3)  This is something you were born with:   

(A)  David writes, “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my 

mother conceived me” (Ps. 51:5).   

(B)  We were all born this way because of Adam’s sin – Paul writes, 

“Through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all 

men” (Rom. 5:18).  

(C)  Because of this sin, you want nothing to do with Jesus.  Jesus 

says, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the 

world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their 

deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 

does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be 

exposed” (John 3:19-20).   

(I)  The light of God’s truth doesn’t shine any brighter than in the 

Gospel,  

(II)  That’s why you don’t want to hear it.   

(III)  The messenger isn’t the only problem –  

(IV)  The problem is with your heart.   

 

B.  Second, the message you don’t want to hear is the only message that can change 

your heart and save your life.   
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1.  There are reasons why your parents, family members and friends are trying to 

reach out to you with the Gospel.   

a.  They are first of all because the Lord has commanded it.   

(i)  God doesn’t delight in seeing people die in their sins.   

(ii)  He says in Ezekiel 33:11, “‘Say to them, “As I live!” declares the Lord 

GOD, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the 

wicked turn from his way and live.  Turn back, turn back from your evil 

ways!”’”   

(iii)  That’s why He’s told His people to, “Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15).   

 

b.  But another reason why they’re trying to reach you with the Gospel is 

because of what will happen to you if you don’t listen and turn to Jesus.   

(i)  The Lord says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   

(a)  The kind of death He’s talking about here is eternal death.   

(b)  A day is coming when the Lord will judge everyone who has ever 

lived for everything they’ve ever done.   

(c)  Those who have heard the Gospel and trusted Jesus, He will bring into 

the new world He will create.   

(d)  But those who haven’t heard or listened,  

(i)  He will throw into a lake of fire,  

(ii)  Where they will be justly punished for their sins against Him 

(iii)  For the rest of eternity.   

(iv)  John writes, “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book 

of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:14-15).   

 

(ii)  You have sinned.   

(a)  Paul writes, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Rom. 3:23).   

(b)  This is what you deserve.   

(c)  This is what the Lord will give you, unless you listen.   

 

2.  So what is it that you need to hear?   

a.  Simply this,  

(i)  “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).   

(ii)  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 

did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).   

(iii)  “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).   

 

b.  If you will trust the Lord –  

(i)  Not just believe that what you’ve heard this morning is true,  

(ii)  But actually look to Jesus and rely on Him to save you –  
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c.  And if you will turn from your sins –  

(i)  The things you do that are against His Law,  

(ii)  The things that are offensive to Him and hurtful to others –  

 

d.  You will be saved.   

(i)  The Lord will forgive your sins – all of them.   

(ii)  He will give you Jesus’ perfect record of obedience –  

(a)  You need to be perfect to enter heaven;  

(b)  You aren’t;  

(c)  But Jesus is.  

(d)  If you trust Him, He will give you His track record –  

 

(iii)  On the day of His judgment, He will acquit you of everything you’ve 

done wrong,  

(iv)  And bring you into heaven.   

 

e.  Is that such a bad message?   

(i)  Full forgiveness?   

(ii)  A perfect record?   

(iii)  Full acquittal?   

(iv)  Eternal life?   

(v)  Eternal happiness?   

(vi)  And all because of what Jesus has done?   

(vii)  That’s not such a bad deal.   

(viii)  All you need to do is trust Jesus to save you and turn from your sins.   

 

f.  So stop looking for excuses not to listen to the Gospel.   

(i)  Stop criticizing the messenger.   

(ii)  Instead, listen to the message.   

(iii)  Trust Jesus  

(iv)  And be safe.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


