
“I Am Not Ashamed of the Gospel” 
(Romans 1:16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction:   
A.  Paul served God with all his heart in the preaching of the gospel.  It was what he 

lived for.   
B.  Because of this, he prayed without ceasing that he would be able to come to the 

Romans.  He wanted to build them up in Christ by ministering his gifts to them.   
C.  But he also wanted them to minister their gifts to him to encourage him.  No matter 

how much we know or how many gifts we may have, we are never going to be able 
to meet all of our own needs.  We need each other.  That is one of the reasons why 
the church is a body of believers and not individuals who have no connections.   

D.  But in order to fulfill his call, he also wanted to preach at Rome that more might be 
converted.  He wanted to gather together as many of God’s elect as possible.  And 
he was willing to endure whatever he needed, to bring this about.   

E.  He was put under that obligation by God who had called him to do this, but also by 
his heart, because the love of Christ constrained him.  Because of these things, Paul 
was eager to preach the Gospel at Rome.   

F.  But there was one more reason, and it was this:  Paul was not ashamed of the 
Gospel.  I want us to see this morning why it was he wasn’t ashamed of it, and why 
we should be encouraged not to be ashamed of it either.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the fact that Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel.   
1.  What does it mean to be ashamed?   

a.  It means to be embarrassed, or to be hesitant about something.   
b.  The idea is that one might become embarrassed over the fact that what they 

expect doesn’t come about, like a person who raves about how good a 
musician is, only to have your friends hear a mediocre performance, or about 
how good a sports team is, only to see them get overwhelmingly defeated by 
the opposing team.   

c.  To be ashamed of the Gospel would imply that somehow we don’t have the 
confidence in it that we should, that somehow we expect it to turn out not to 
be true, to the point where we are hesitant to share it.   

 
2.  But Paul wasn’t ashamed.  He didn’t expect this kind of embarrassment, because 

the Gospel is true.   
a.  What is it that sometimes keeps us from telling others about Christ?  Isn’t it 

the fact that we might find ourselves ashamed or embarrassed over what our 
Gospel sounds like to the modern man?  We expect them not to believe it.  
Sometimes we are tempted not to believe it.   

b.  Christianity doesn’t seem to be intellectually respectable anymore.   



2 

(i)  There was a time when it was the prevalent view in this nation.  Then it 
wouldn’t have been as hard to tell others about it, or to warn them from it, 
because for the most part, they already accepted it as true.   

(ii)  But now evolution is the majority view.  Most people don’t accept the 
Gospel as true, but look at it as a fairytale or myth.   

(iii)  This can tempt us to be ashamed of it.   
 

c.  But let me ask you, Is the Gospel true?  If it is, why should we be ashamed of 
it?   

d.  It’s true that most may not be convinced that it is, but it is true, and one day 
everyone will see that it is.   

e.  We shouldn’t worry about what others think.  The fact that it’s true should be 
enough.   

 
B.  The fact that it’s true leads us to the main reason Paul gives as to why he’s not 

ashamed of it:  It is the power of God for salvation.   
1.  This is how God saves people.  This is the way He brings those headed for hell 

to heaven.  And this is the only way He does it.   
2.  There are so many ideas in the world today about salvation.   

a.  Most seem to believe that man isn’t in any danger at all.   
(i)  There are many who believe there isn’t a God, and if there’s no God, 

there’s no hell to be afraid of.   
(ii)  Many believe that there is a god, but he’s too loving to send anyone to 

hell.   
 (iii)  But the Bible says that all men come into the world already heading this 

direction because of Adam’s sin, and they only make their situation worse 
by their own sins.   

 
b.  For those who do believe this, there are still many ideas as to how they can 

be saved from it.   
(i)  These can be divided into three categories:  those who believe man can 

save himself, those who believe he has a part to play in his salvation, and 
those who believe that it is all of God.   

(ii)  Those who believe man can save himself believe that God will accept 
them if they can only make themselves good enough.  But the Bible says, 
“There is none righteous, not even one” (Rom. 3:10).   

(iii)  Those who believe they have a part to play believe the re are certain 
things we need to do:  pray a prayer, walk an isle, exercise our ability to 
believe the Gospel, be baptized, receive the sacraments from a consecrated 
priest, or some other way.   

(iv)  But the Bible says, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of 
works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:6).  That is, if 
salvation is a gift of God, it can’t have anything to do with our works.  We 
can’t contribute anything to it.  It must be by grace alone and not by our 
works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.   
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c.  The Gospel is the power of God for salvation, not our works.   
(i)  The Gospel says that Jesus obeyed for sinners, for those who were 

obliged to obey, but couldn’t.   
(ii)  The Gospel says that Jesus died for sinners, to take away their sins, 

because their sins would have condemned them forever.   
(iii)  The Gospel says that His work is perfect, which means that anything we 

would add would only ruin it.  Salvation must be by God’s grace alone.  It 
can’t be in any way from our works, not even our works of cooperation or 
working with God.   

 
C.  But on the other hand, Paul tells us that for the Gospel to be the power of God for 

salvation, there is something that we must do – we must believe :  “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes” (Rom. 1:16).  But even here there are two things we need to remember:   
1.  The first is that believing here doesn’t mean just to believe the facts of the 

Gospel.   
a.  The devil believes the Gospel’s true; the demons believe it’s true; the damned 

souls in hell believe it’s true, but they’re not saved.   
b.  We must do more than know the facts.  We must do more than believe 

they’re true.  We must also trust in the One they tell us about – in the Jesus 
who lived and died – to actually save us from our sins.   

 
2.  But secondly, we have to be careful that we don’t turn faith itself into a work.   

a.  Faith is not something we do to earn God’s salvation.  It is a looking away 
from ourselves and all our works to Christ’s works alone to save us.   

b.  We also need to remember that when we came into this world, we weren’t 
able to believe.  This is something God had to give us.  God must first change 
our hearts to see Christ’s beauty, to love Him, before we will ever trust in 
Him.  Paul writes, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).   

c.  If we are to be saved, if the Gospel of God is to become powerful to deliver 
us from hell, we must turn from our sins and look to Christ in a loving faith, 
or we will perish.   

 
D.  Finally, Paul reminds us that God first sent this Gospel to the Jews and then to 

the Gentiles.   
1.  As we saw last week in Isaiah 49:1-13, God sent the Gospel to His people 

first, since they were the heirs of the promises of the covenants.  Christ is the 
fulfillment of those promises.   

2.  But since they rejected Him for the most part, He turned to the Gentiles to 
make them jealous.  Their rejection has brought salvation to us, for we are 
Gentiles.   
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III.  Application:   
A.  People of God, the Gospel is the power of God for salvation.  It is the only way we 

or anyone else can be saved.   
1.  Do you believe this?  Or do you believe there’s another way?  Are you trying to 

come another way?   
2.  Jesus is the only door, He is the only One who has done what is necessary to 

enter into heaven.  His work is the only One His Father will accept.  If you are 
ever to be reconciled to God, you must come through Christ.   

 
B.  But how can you come to God through Christ?   

1.  It must be by faith.  You must know the truth of the Gospel.  You must believe 
the truth of the Gospel.  And you must trust in the One the Gospel tells us of – in 
Christ alone.   

2.  There must also be nothing between you and Christ.   
a.  God hasn’t given any other mediators to stand between you and God.  Christ 

is the only mediator between God and man.   
b.  You don’t need a priest.  You don’t need a holy man.  You don’t need a 

minister or an elder.  You don’t need a self-proclaimed teacher with some 
secret knowledge.  You don’t need any of your own works.  All you need is 
Christ.  You must believe in Him; you must trust in Him.   

c.  Of course, if He does give you the gift of faith, works will follow, because 
faith without works is dead.  But you are not saved by those works, you are 
saved by Christ’s work alone.   

 
C.  But lastly, if you do believe the Gospel and have been saved by it, do you rejoice 

in it?  Do you glory in it?  Are you willing to tell others about it?  Or are you 
ashamed of it?   
1.  Jesus tells us not to hide our Christianity.  That would be like lighting a candle 

and putting it under a bucket (Matt. 5:15).  It wouldn’t be able to fulfill its 
purpose.   

2.  The Lord didn’t save us to have us hide our Christianity in a closet, but to give 
light to the world.  We are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14).  But we won’t be 
if we are ashamed to show others that we are Christians.   

3.  Let’s not let the world intimidate us with their unbelief and hatred of God.  Let’s 
allow the love of God to move us and constrain us to get that message out, as 
our Lord has commanded us to.  And let’s not wait for someone else to do it 
before we do.  Let’s look to our own lives and do what the Lord would have us 
to do.  Amen.   


