
 

“Husbands, Grant Your Wives Honor” 
(1 Peter 3:7) 

 
 

 
Introduction:  It is so important, especially in the days in which we live, to make sure that all 
that we do is in accord with the Lord’s Word.  There are so many ideas of how things should be 
done in the world.  And whenever a man or woman thinks about how things should be apart 
from the grace of God and apart from the revelation of His will in the Bible, they will inevitably 
choose the wrong way of doing things.  The sin which is in their hearts will inevitably cause 
them to choose against the right and holy way.  This is what God’s Word tells us.  Jeremiah 
says, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” 
(Jer. 17:9).  And Paul tells us, “There is none who does good, not even one” (Rom. 3:12).  If 
the sin which is in the hearts of men were to be given full expression, the world would be full of 
chaos and anarchy.  But thanks be to God that for the sake of His people, He restrains that evil.   
 The reason I bring this up is obvious in the light of this morning’s and last week’s text.  
Last week Peter addressed the wives among us to be submissive to their own husbands, putting 
on a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  If there is any one thing that 
the world has strongly pressed upon us within this century, it is that women should not submit to 
their husbands, but rather should be treated either as having equal or superior authority.  Now it 
is true that the Lord has made us all in His image, and that in Christ Jesus “there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28), and that “in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor 
is man independent of woman” (1 Cor. 11:11).  But it is also true that the woman was created 
for the man’s sake (v. 9), and that the Lord placed the woman under the man’s authority.  
Therefore, if we listen to the world, and do it their way, we will certainly place ourselves 
contrary to God’s will and will receive His fatherly discipline.  And so in this area, as well as in 
all others, we must examine our lives by God’s Word to see where we are allowing our sinful 
corruption to get the best of us, and repent of those sins, calling on Christ for His cleansing and 
power; and then do things in a God-honoring way.   
 This week Peter deals with how the husband is to treat his wife.  And what he shows us 
is that,  
 
 Husbands, you are to use your authority to build your wives up in the Lord.   
 
I.  First, Peter Tells Us, “You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding 

way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman.   
A.  First, Peter Says Likewise, Not to Say that the Man Should “Likewise” Submit to the 

Woman, as the Woman to the Man, but Simply to Continue the Theme of the Husband and 
Wife Relationship.   
1.  God does tell us in His Word that men ought to love their wives and not be embittered 

against them, to cherish and nurture them, and to cleanse them with the Word by 
studying it and applying it to them (Col. 3:19; Eph. 5:24-33).   

2.  But the Word never says that the man is to submit to the woman in the marriage 
relationship.  This would be a subversion of the covenant headship of the man.  This 
would be a reversal of  the order which the Lord has established by His sovereign will.   
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3.  Now certainly there are times when husbands err and need to turn from the way they 
have chosen and ask forgiveness of their wives and families.  But this is not a 
submission to their authority, but to the Lord’s, who requires that whenever we sin, we 
seek the forgiveness of those whom we have sinned against.   

4.  The word “likewise” can be used simply to mean that the author is continuing the same 
area of discussion.  That is how it is used here.  Peter is still dealing with husband and 
wife relationships.   

 
B.  Peter Doesn’t Say that the Man Should Submit to His Wife, But What He Does Say Is 

that He Should Live With Her in an Understanding Way.   
1.  First, he says that the husband is to live with his wife.   

a.  He is to dwell together with her.  And here the emphasis is that it is to be on an 
ongoing basis.   

b.  Once the marriage covenant is made, the man and his wife are inseparably united 
and are to live together.  This also means that they are to cohabit.  We read in 
Genesis 2:23-24, “And the man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  For this cause 
a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they 
shall become one flesh’” (Gen. 2:23-24).   

c.  Believe it or not, there have been groups of so-called Christians who believed that a 
man and his wife ought not to live together or to cohabit, but to remain separate and 
childless.  One such group was called the Shakers.  They have all but vanished 
from the earth.   

d.  But it is clear that this is not God’s will.  The Lord desires a holy seed from the 
covenant bonds of marriage.  And so Paul writes, “Let the husband fulfill his duty to 
his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband” (1 Cor. 7:3).   

e.  But it is also obvious that the Lord has ordained this blessing within the covenant 
bonds of marriage for more than simply the producing of children, for nowhere is it 
forbidden after the years of child-bearing are over.   

f.  I don’t think that Peter here implies that the husbands are not living with their wives, 
but that as they do they should do so in a certain way.   

g.  But I do think that in our day and age we should take note again that husbands and 
wives are to live together because of the high rate of separation and divorce that is 
taking place.   

h.  Now granted, if the wife were threatened by her husband physically, or vice versa, it 
may be wise to put some distance between the two, for self-preservation, and 
self-defense.   

i.  But outside of this, there are no grounds for a separation.  The Bible teaches that 
there are grounds for a divorce, but not for what we call a “separation.”  When the 
two are divided in this way, it excuses them from working on the problem.  It 
enforces the problem by seemingly bringing an end to the quarreling.  It makes it 
much easier to get out of the marriage and to move to the next step of divorce, which 
God says that He hates (Mal. 2:16).  It also makes them both much more vulnerable 
to falling into adultery with another.   

j.  There was a young man I used to work with who was separated from his wife.  I 
talked to him about the possibility of his reconciling with her, both because it was 
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right in the eyes of the Lord and for the sake of their young son.  But he met another 
girl who had no moral scruples, and she moved in with him.  Once he had a 
relationship which seemed to be trouble free, he would no longer even consider 
reconciling with his wife.  If he had not left her, this most likely wouldn’t have 
happened.   

k.  If the husband and wife continue to live together and commit themselves to work 
out the problems, they would probably solve them.   

l.  If they are believers in Christ, they most certainly could, for they have at their 
disposal the power of God’s Spirit to bring healing and restoration and forgiveness.   

 
2.  But assuming that the two are dwelling together, how is the husband to live with his 

wife?   
a.  He tells us, “In an understanding way,” literally, “according to knowledge.”   
b.  This means that husbands, you are to understand your wives, consider what you 

know about her, and live accordingly.   
c.  When we say that someone is “understanding,” we generally mean that he 

understands the person or persons he is dealing with and knows how to treat them.   
d.  Husbands, Peter tells us that we are to know our wives - their weaknesses, their 

strengths, their likes and dislikes, their besetting sins, their virtues - and live with 
them according to what we know.  Use your knowledge wisely to promote love, 
peace, and godliness in your marriage and family.   

e.  For example, if you know that your wife doesn’t like much clutter in the house, do 
what you can to alleviate it.  If she is an organized person, try to do what you can to 
modify your own habits so that she can tolerate her surroundings.   

f.  Knowing what she is like, live with her in an understanding way.   
g.  And Peter cautions us, reminding us that the woman is a weaker vessel.   
h.  Generally speaking, the Lord has given to men a greater strength, corresponding to 

their role as covenant head of the house.  He has given it to them not so that they 
would use it to force the subjection of the other members of the household, but that 
he might protect and care for them, the same reason why He gives them their 
authority.  He gives us strength, and the power and authority to use it, to build up 
our houses to the honor and glory of Christ.   

i.  And so we see here the first duty impressed upon us by Peter, “Husbands . . . live 
with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a 
woman.”   

 
II.  Secondly, Peter Tells Us, “And grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life.”   

A.  Don’t Think Ill or Poorly of Her Because She Is Weaker, But Show Her Honor.   
1.  It is interesting how Paul speaks of this same thing within the church herself.  In the 

church, there are those who are stronger and weaker, those who are more gifted and 
those who are less.  How are we to treat those whom we perceive to be the weaker and 
less honorable members?   

2.  He writes, “For the body is not one member, but many.  If the foot should say, 
‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the 
less a part of the body.  And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a 
part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  If the whole 
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body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be?  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, 
in the body, just as He desired.  And if they were all one member, where would the 
body be?  But now there are many members, but one body.  And the eye cannot say to 
the hand, ‘I have no need of you’; or again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’  
On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker 
are necessary; and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these 
we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more 
abundant seemliness,  whereas our seemly members have no need of it.  But God has 
so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,  that 
there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care 
for one another” (1 Cor. 12:14-25).   

3.  To the weaker members, we show more honor, that there may be do division.  The 
same is commanded of us by Peter.  The woman is weaker.  But do not despise her, 
rather show her more abundant honor.  That is, prize her, value her, show her that you 
love and respect her.  In the church, this solidifies a congregation and guards against 
schism.  In the marriage, it does the same.   

 
B.  The Reason Peter Gives Is that Your Wife Is an Heir of the Grace of Life, as well as You.   

1.  An heir of the grace of life is one of those blessed souls who will inherit salvation in 
the final day through faith in Christ Jesus.   

2.  Those who are the heirs of this salvation are called such because they are the 
beneficiaries of the work of Christ.   
a.  They receive all that Christ earned for them:  His perfect righteousness according to 

the Law, His cleansing atonement which takes away sin, His perfect standing before 
the Father.   

b.  They become joint heirs with Christ.  Christ earned the kingdom, and His people 
inherit it with Him.   

c.  And they do so through faith in Christ.  Faith in Christ is not merely believing the 
facts, for the devils also believe, and they tremble.  But it is trusting in Christ to save 
you.  It is receiving Him as your Savior and your Lord.  And you know that you 
have received Christ and His benefits when you begin to desire to seek to know Him, 
serve Him and love Him with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.   

d.  Paul writes to Titus, “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for 
mankind appeared,  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit,  whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior,  that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7).   

e.  And if your wife is also a believer, then she too is a fellow heir of the grace of life, 
and as a fellow heir of God the Father, you are to show her honor.   

 
III.  Peter Warns Us that if We Don’t Live with Our Wives in an Understanding Way and 

Show Her this Honor, There Will Be Consequences.   
A.  He Implies that Our Prayers Will Be Hindered.   

1.  If we do what Peter commands, he says our prayers will not be hindered.  Provided, of 
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course, that our lives are in order and that we are living to the best of our ability with a 
clear conscience both toward God and man, there will be nothing to prevent our prayers 
from being received by the Father, as we offer them through our Mediator, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   

2  But if we do not do what Peter says, then our prayers will be hindered.   
a.  The Lord will not accept us into His presence if there are things in our lives which 

need to be dealt with.  Jesus said, “If therefore you are presenting your offering at 
the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,  leave 
your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and present your offering” (Matt. 5:23-24).  Don’t come into 
God’s presence for worship if there are outstanding sins that need to be dealt with.   

b.  Sin will always separate you from fellowship with God.  Isaiah the prophet writes, 
“Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so 
dull that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have made a separation between you and 
your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear” 
(Isa. 59:1-2).   

c.  Sin, on the one hand, separates the unbeliever absolutely from God.  God has not 
bound Himself at all to hear his prayers.  God must first grant him grace before he 
can ever pray acceptably, and even then that prayer must be offered through Jesus 
Christ, the Mediator, if it is to be accepted at all.   

d.  But sin can also separate the believer from the comfortable presence of God.  God 
will chasten him, and one way in which He does is by hindering the believer’s access 
to Him.   

 
B.  And Is It Important to You that Your Prayers Not Be Hindered?  It Certainly Ought to 

Be.   
1.  The Christian has an earnest desire to seek fellowship with God.   

a.  ‘Holy desire, exercised in longings, hungerings, and thirstings after God and 
holiness, is often mentioned in Scripture as an important part of true religion; Isaiah 
26:8, “The desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.” Psalm 
27:4, “One thing have I desired of the Lord, and that will I seek after, that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” Psalm 42:1, 2, “As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God; my soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God: when shall I come and appear before God?” Psalm 63:1, 2, “My soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee, in a dry and thirsty land, where no water 
is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.” Psalm 
84:1, 2, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God.” Psalm 119:20, “My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy 
judgments at all times.” So Psalm 73:25, and 143:6, 7, and 130:6. Cant. 3:1, 2, and 
6:8. Such a holy desire and thirst of soul is mentioned, as one thing which renders or 
denotes a man truly blessed, in the beginning of Christ’s sermon on the mount, 
Matthew 5:6: “Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they 
shall be filled.” And this holy thirst is spoken of, as a great thing in the condition of a 
participation of the blessings of eternal life; Revelation 21:6, “I will give unto him 
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that is athirst, of the fountain of the water of life freely”’ (Edwards Religious 20-21 
[Sage]).   

b.  Every believer thirsts after communion with God.  And to have that communion 
hindered in any way is too great a burden for the Christian to bear.   

 
2.  And so I would ask you husbands this morning, How is your marriage?   

a.  Do you recognize what Peter says about your wife, that she is the weaker vessel, 
and are you living with your wife in an understanding way?   

b.  Are you showing her the honor which is her due as a fellow heir of the grace of life 
and of the kingdom of God?   

c.  Do you sense that when you pray, your communion with God is not hindered 
because of undealt with problems in your relationship with your wife?  It is my hope 
and prayer that such is the case with each of us this morning.   

d.  But lastly, for any here this morning who do not know the Savior, for you who have 
no hunger and thirst in your hearts for fellowship with the risen Lord, have you yet 
become convinced of your need of Christ to change your heart and to give you 
salvation?  If you have, then call upon Him this morning.  He bids you to come to 
Him that you might obtain His life.  Come to Him and receive Him and all that He 
offers to poor sinners.   

e.  But if you are not yet convinced, may the Lord have mercy on you and open your 
eyes, turning you away from your sins and to Himself before your time is at an end, 
and the day of His reckoning has come.  Amen.   


