
“Humility:  The True Road to Greatness” 
(Romans 12:10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  The sum of our duty is love.   
a.  A genuine/sincere love.   
b.  A godly love:   

(i)  One that hates evil/everything contrary to God.   
(ii)  But that loves what is good/everything consistent with Him.   

 
2.  Paul said we are to express this love to each other.   

a.  We are to be tenderly affectionate towards one another.   
b.  We are to treat each other as family.   

(i)  The same Paul told Timothy (1 Tim. 5:1-2):   
(ii)  Treat the older men as fathers, the older women as mothers.   
(iii)  The younger men as brothers, the younger women as sisters.   
(iv)  We are members of one another and should treat each other as our own 

flesh.   
(v)  Jesus tells us, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But there is more to love:  there is also humility.   
a.  Humility plays a big role in tenderness and affection.   
b.  Remember what we saw from John Boys:  “Of love there be two principal 

offices, one to give, another to forgive.”   
(i)  Love gives:  but to give, we need humility; we will never give, especially 

in the way of service, unless we first learn humility.   
(ii)  Love also forgives:   

(a)  But again we need humility.   
(b)  Pride won’t let us forgive:  we’ve been taken, violated, humiliated.   
(c)  But love brings humility and humility makes it easier to forgive, 

because we see we have faults as well, that we need forgiveness as 
well, that the Lord has forgiven us and calls us to forgive others.   

(d)  Love is willing to overlook offenses, to forgive and to embrace again.   
(e)  But it must first work humility in our lives before we can.   
 

(iii)  Again, Jesus is the greatest example of love and humility.   
(a)  Jesus came as a servant; He humbled Himself to the point of death 

(Phil. 2:8).   
(b)  This was the greatest act of love, “Greater love has no one than this, 

that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).   
(c)  He loved so much, He humbled Himself, He gave His life to forgive 

our sins.   
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(d)  If we are to love as He loved, we must also humble ourselves.    
 
c.  Pride only gets in the way, as sin always does.   

(i)  Pride usually holds onto possessions; it doesn’t give.   
(ii)  Pride usually holds onto grudges; it doesn’t forgive.   

 
2.  This morning, Paul commands us to humble ourselves and to lift each other up – 

a command to love – a lesson in biblical love.   
a.  He says, “Give preference to one another in honor.”   
b.  Another way of saying this is, “Try to outdo one another in showing honor to 

one another.”   
c.  Still another way of putting it is, “Humble yourself that you might lift others 

up.”   
d.  This is the true way to greatness in God’s kingdom.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord tells us plainly in His Word what He thinks about pride.   
1.  He hates pride.   

a.  Solomon writes, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and 
the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate” (Prov. 8:13).   

b.  “Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord; assuredly, he 
will not be unpunished” (16:5).   

c.  Isaiah writes, “For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning against 
everyone who is proud and lofty, and against everyone who is lifted up, that 
he may be abased” (Isa. 2:12).   

d.  And Peter writes, “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and 
all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is 
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).   

e.  Does anything more need to be said?   
f.  “A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor” 

(Prov. 29:23), not only with man, but with God.   
g.  This should warn us against taking pride in our pride.   
h.  Sometimes we look at it as a good thing; but it’s not.   
 

2.  Why does God hate pride?   
a.  First, because it’s sin.   
b.  Second, because it has the exaltation of self in view, not God.   
c.  Third, it assumes independence and does not give God the glory.   
d.  Fourth, it exalts itself over others.   
e.  Fifth, it is unbecoming any creature, especially sinful man who has every 

reason to be humbled to the dust.   
 

3.  The Lord gives us several examples of what pride does.   
a.  It is able to bring down even the most exalted of God’s creatures:  e.g., 

Lucifer.   
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(i)  “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the 
dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the 
nations!  But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise 
my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly 
In the recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.’  Nevertheless you will be thrust 
down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit” (Isa. 14:12-15).   

(ii)  Pride turned this anointed cherub into the devil.   
 
b.  It has brought down the greatest kings:  King Nebuchadnezzar.   

(i)  He boasted how he built Babylon.   
(ii)  But God judged him, humbled him.   
(iii)  And his humiliation brought about God’s exaltation, “Now I 

Nebuchadnezzar praise, exalt, and honor the King of heaven, for all His 
works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who 
walk in pride” (Dan. 4:37).   

 
c.  Solomon writes, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before 

stumbling” (Prov. 16:18).   
d.  Those who don’t humble themselves before God will one day be humbled by 

God.   
 

4.  God hates pride, but He loves humility.   
a.  It is the opposite of pride:  it exalts God and abases self; it feels its utter 

dependence on God and gives Him glory; it serves others; it is becoming to 
our situation as sinful creatures.   

b.  It also makes us more like Jesus.   
c.  Our Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn 

from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your 
souls” (Matt. 11:29).   

d.  He says the same to us this morning.   
 
B.  Pride takes, but humility gives, and here Paul tells us one thing specifically that 

humility can give that pride can’t:  honor.   
1.  God wants us to honor one another.   

a.  He wants us to esteem each other.   
b.  To recognize each other’s value, worth.  
c.  To see each other as a gift, a blessing.   
d.  To prize each other in our hearts.   
e.  And to become servants to one another.   

 
2.  It appears as though this is the one area we are to try and excel each other.   

a.  As Christians, generally, we are not to compete, to try and show each other 
up.   

b.  But here’s one area where we’re actually commanded to be better than each 
other:  in showing each other respect and honor.   
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(i)  Here, we are all called to be leaders, teachers by example.   
(ii)  And we are to do this eagerly, liberally and frequently.   
 

3.  But exalting others is something only a humble man can do.   
a.  The proud are too busy trying to get others to recognize them.   
b.  Only the humble will try to stay out of the center of attention and place the 

attention on others.   
c.  How can we do this?   
d.  The best remedy for any sin is not only to put it off, but to put on its opposite.   

(i)  Are we too often tempted to draw attention to ourselves and our abilities?   
(ii)  Then let’s learn to see ourselves are we really are:  worthless apart from 

Christ.   
(iii)  And let’s learn to esteem and honor each other’s gifts.   
(iv)  And let’s be honest:  Flattery will only nurture another’s pride.  But 

honest thankfulness for what the Lord has given to our brothers or sisters 
will honor both them and the Lord.   
 

e.  Even if we do in fact have greater gifts or positions, we must still put our 
efforts into honoring others.   
(i)  Jesus is fully God, but He humbled Himself by becoming a man for us 

and for our salvation.  He is our example (Phil. 2).   
(ii)  If we do have great gifts or position, it means nothing to God.   
(iii)  What matters to Him is love, without which all these other things are 

worthless.   
(iv)  Paul tells us, “Love does not brag and is not arrogant . . . it does not seek 

its own” (1 Cor. 13:4-5).   
(v)  Instead, it seeks after the good of others.  That is what Jesus did.   

 
C.  Finally, the Lord says that if we will do this, He will reward us.   

1.  The way to be first is to be last.  Jesus told His disciples, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority 
over them.  It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among 
you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be 
your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:25-28).   

2.  He also said the way to get ahead is voluntarily move back, “When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, lest 
someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him, and he 
who invited you both shall come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and 
then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place.  But when you are invited, 
go and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will have honor in the 
sight of all who are at the table with you.  For everyone who exalts himself shall 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:8-11).   

3.  The true way to greatness is humility.  James writes, “Humble yourselves in the 
presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you” (4:10).  Amen.   


