
“How Zealous Are You for the Lord?” 

(John 2:12-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Do you know Jesus this morning –  

 

Not just believe He exists, not just know about Him –  

 

Do you know Him?   

 

Is His image/character being formed in you?   

 

Jesus loved those around Him as Himself,  

 

He laid down His life for them.   

 

Are you loving others and laying down your life for them?   

 

Jesus loved His Father with His whole being –  

 

With all His heart, mind and soul –  

 

And did all that He did to honor Him.   

 

Is that what you’re doing?   

 

Do you love Him in that way?   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This morning, the Lord gives you another opportunity  

 

To measure your love by comparing it to Jesus’ love.   

 

 

First, for His family.   

 

Second, for His Father’s commandments.   

 

And third, for His Father’s glory.   
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This is what the Lord is working in you everyday  

 

If you know Him, as you walk with Him.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, do you love your family as Jesus loved His?   

 

 

1.  Just before the event we read of this morning, there was a wedding in Cana of 

Galilee.   

 

This is where Jesus performed His first miracle of turning the water into wine  

 

Because the wine had run out at a wedding celebration that He, His family and 

His disciples had been invited to attend.   

 

Apparently, those who organized this event didn’t plan on this many people.   

 

Not only did Jesus turn the water into wine –  

 

As a miracle to prove He was the Messiah –  

 

Not only did He show us that though it might be a sin to get drunk  

 

That it isn’t a sin to drink –  

 

He also showed us that He was sensitive to the needs of those around Him:   

 

A wedding is a time to celebrate a man and woman entering into a lifelong 

covenant  

 

As a symbol of Jesus’ love for His church –  

 

As a picture of His love for you –  

 

Jesus wanted that celebration to continue unhindered,  

 

And so He provided a better wine.   

 

You need to see this as an act of love,  

 

And an example of how you are to do what you can to help your neighbors.   

 

 

2.  Notice that after the wedding, Jesus went down to Capernaum  



3 

 

With His mother, brothers and disciples (v. 12).   

 

I don’t think Jesus and His disciples were following His family,  

 

But that Jesus was settling His family in Capernaum before He continued His 

ministry (Cf. Matt. 12:46-49).   

 

Notice, there’s no mention of His father, Joseph.   

 

It appears that Jesus, as the eldest Son, was taking care for His family.   

 

Not only was He an obedience and respectful child,  

 

Not only did He avoid the pitfalls of youth,  

 

But as a young man, He provided the perfect example of one who continued to 

love and honor His mother and family.   

 

 

As parents, you know the importance of caring for your children –  

 

Of providing for them, protecting them, and teaching them the right way to go.   

 

 

But as children, you still have the responsibility to love, honor and care for your 

parents,  

 

Especially when they get older and can’t care for themselves.   

 

Just as they cared for you when you were helpless,  

 

So you are to care for them when they become helpless –  

 

That is God’s retirement program.   

 

 

Even when Jesus was on the cross, He still cared for His mother.   

 

When He looked down and saw Mary and John,  

 

“He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’  Then He said to the 

disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’  From that hour the disciple took her into his 

own household” (John 19:26-27).   

 

Jesus loved His family and cared for them, and so should you –  
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That’s what it means to know Him.   

 

 

B.  Second, and briefly, do you love and obey Jesus’ commandments, as He loved and 

obeyed His Father’s commandments?   

 

The Passover was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem (v. 13).   

 

Why did He go?   

 

Because this was what the Lord required of all the Jewish men –  

 

That is, all the men in His church –  

 

Three times a year they would appear before the Lord (Ex. 23:14-17).   

 

And so Jesus went up to honor His Father.   

 

 

We’ve been spending time on this in the evening,  

 

So I’ll just say a few words here.   

 

When you love someone, you want to do your best to please them,  

 

Especially when they have authority over you,  

 

And especially when they exercise that authority for your good.   

 

You serve a benevolent King, who loves you,  

 

Not a tyrant who constantly threatens you.   

 

 

Your King has done so much to move you to obedience by His love:   

 

You serve a God who sent His Son to die for you.   

 

You serve a Lord who laid down His life to save you.   

 

You serve a King who came into the world not to be served, but to serve,  

 

That He might redeem you, prepare a place for you, and come and take you to 

Himself forever when you die.   
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And now He calls on you to submit –  

 

To His way of perfect love,  

 

The same path He walked on.   

 

Do you love Him?   

 

Are you walking in His path of love?   

 

That’s what it means to know Him.   

 

 

C.  Finally, are you zealous for Jesus’ honor, as Jesus was zealous for His Father’s 

honor?   

 

 

When Jesus arrived at Jerusalem and went into the Temple  

 

He found those selling oxen, sheep, and doves,  

 

And the money changers seated at their tables (v. 14).   

 

How did that make Him feel?  He was offended for His Father’s sake.   

 

His house was to be a house of prayer,  

 

But they had made it a place of business.   

 

 

And so what did He do?   

 

Did He pray about it and then leave to think about it?   

 

No:  He acted immediately.  He made a scourge of cords and drove them out with 

their animals/merchandise.   

 

He poured out the coins and overturned their tables (v. 15).   

 

And He told those selling doves to take them away (v. 16).   

 

Some suggested that He treated the doves more gently because a dove is often used 

as a symbol of the Spirit.   

 

It’s more likely He was protecting what belonged to His neighbor –  
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He didn’t break open the cages and free them  

 

Because He didn’t want to steal from His neighbor.   

 

He simply wanted all of them to conduct their business elsewhere.   

 

When Jesus later cleanses the Temple a second time,  

 

He will accuse them of turning His Father’s house into a robber’s den (Matt. 

21:13).   

 

It’s possible that even at this time they were doing something underhanded  

 

And stealing from their neighbor.   

 

 

When the disciples saw this, they remembered it was written,  

 

“Zeal for Your house will consume Me” (v. 17).   

 

Jesus’ love for His Father was so great,  

 

He couldn’t bear for Him to be dishonored –  

 

Especially not in His house that had been built for His worship.   

 

It so consumed Him/ate Him up inside that He had to do something about it.   

 

 

How does it make you feel when people you care about are dishonored or injured?   

 

When someone insults your friend, your spouse, or your children?   

 

Don’t you feel compelled to rise to their defense?   

 

You do if you care about their honor/reputation.   

 

 

What about when God is dishonored?   

 

Does it have the same affect?   

 

When you hear His name blasphemed?   

 

When you hear it used in vain?   

 



7 

When you see His day violated?   

 

When you hear someone say He doesn’t exist?   

 

Or say that all He made is a cosmic accident?   

 

When you hear someone saying something about Him that isn’t true –  

 

As the JWs do when they say Jesus is a creature,  

 

Or the Mormons who says He’s only one of a myriad of gods?   

 

Or when you see Christians holding to doctrines that take away from His glory –  

 

As those who say you chose Jesus because that’s what you wanted,  

 

When the Bible says that impossible apart from God’s grace.   

 

 

How do you feel when you see and hear these things?   

 

Are you offended?  Are you angry?  Are you zealous for God’s glory?   

 

Does your heart move you to do something about it?   

 

To promote His glory?   

 

 

Now you need to be careful here and understand what the Lord wants.   

 

He doesn’t intend for you to be like James and John  

 

Who wanted to call down fire out of heaven to consume them (Luke 9:54).   

 

Nor does He want you to do what Jesus did in the Temple –  

 

Get physical and drive them all out.   

 

Jesus could do that because He had authority –  

 

God was His Father, that was His house as well.   

 

You also need to see that even though Jesus was angry,  

 

He didn’t hate those He drove from the Temple.   
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Remember, on the cross, He prayed for those who crucified Him (23:34)!   

 

 

You should get angry, but you must not sin (Eph. 4:26).   

 

Is that even possible?   

 

Some don’t think it is – they believe it’s always a sin to be angry.   

 

But others believe it is the right response – I think they’re right.   

 

How can you tell the difference?   

 

John Gill, in his commentary on Ephesians 4:26 – “Be angry, and yet do not sin” – 

gives a good explanation:  “There is anger which is not sinful; for anger is found 

in God himself, in Jesus Christ, in the holy angels, and in God’s people; and a 

man may be said to be angry and not sin, when his anger arises from a true zeal 

for God and religion; when it is kindled not against persons, but sins; when a 

man is displeased with his own sins, and with the sins of others:  with vice and 

immorality of every kind; with idolatry and idolatrous worship, and with all 

false doctrine; and also when it is carried on to answer good ends, as the good of 

those with whom we are angry, the glory of God, and the promoting of the 

interest of Christ:  and there is an anger which is sinful; as when it is without a 

cause; when it exceeds due bounds; when it is not directed to a good end; when 

it is productive of bad effects, either in words or actions; and when it is soon 

raised, or long continues.”   

 

 

Do you get angry when God is dishonored?   

 

Is your anger like that of James and John – a desire to see God destroy those who 

have offended Him?   

 

Or does your anger move you to do something to repair it –  

 

Something that will honor God and help your neighbor to do so as well?   

 

 

How can you be offended for God’s honor and not sin against your neighbor?   

 

The key is not letting the offense cause you to hate them.   

 

Two things that can help are:   

 

1.  Remember what you were/are like.    
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2.  Remember that God can and may save that person.   

 

William Perkins, the father of Puritanism, writes, “Do not despise your neighbor, 

but think yourself as bad a sinner, and that the like defects may fall on you.  If 

you cannot excuse his doing, excuse his intent which may be good; or if the 

deed is evil, think it was done of ignorance; if you can no way excuse him, think 

some great temptation fell on him, and that you should be worse if the like 

temptation befell you; and give God thanks that the like as yet has not fallen on 

you.  Do not despise a man for being a sinner, for though he is evil today, he 

may turn tomorrow.”   

 

And Jonathan Edwards, writing in his 8
th

 Resolution as to how he wanted to 

approach others in sin, writes,  

 

“To act, in all respects, both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as I, 

and as if I had committed the same sins, or had the same infirmities or failings 

as others; and that I will let the knowledge of their failings promote nothing but 

shame in myself, and prove only an occasion of my confessing my own sins and 

misery to God” (Resolutions, 8).   

 

Isn’t this what Paul means, when he writes, “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in 

any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 

each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).   

 

Be angry that God is dishonored, but don’t hate the one who dishonors Him.   

 

 

Do you know this kind of zeal for God’s honor?   

 

You do if you know Jesus in a saving relationship.   

 

If you don’t know Him, if you don’t know this zeal, there’s only one way you can:   

 

Turn from your sins and trust Him.   

 

He will receive you, save you, make Himself known to you, if you will only come 

to Him.   

 

Come to Him now, and let Him work His grace in your heart  

 

And make you more like Him.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


