
 

“How Will You Respond to Christ?” 
(Matthew 9:32-34) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In the Gospels, it is usually difficult to tell how much time has passed from one event to the next.  We 
know that by this time, Jesus has been ministering for a while.  Before He had preached His Sermon on the Mount, 
He had gone throughout all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues of the Jews, proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and sickness among the people.  And since the Sermon, we have read 
about several healings, as well as a trip to Gadara.  Now the more Jesus preached, taught and did His miracles, the 
more people began to form opinions about Him.  Usually, when something different comes our way, something new, 
it has a kind of novelty.  It is exciting at first.  It attracts big crowds.  But when the novelty wears off, so does the 
excitement.  And if there are things that are unattractive about that novelty, they begin to become more and more 
pronounced, until that unattractiveness is all that can be seen.  This is what we begin to see happening in the 
ministry of Jesus.  From the first, great multitudes of people were following Him.  They were amazed at His 
teaching, because He was teaching them as One who had authority, and not as their scribes.  The people who heard 
about Him were coming and bringing their sick, in order that Christ might heal them.  This was what Jesus wanted 
to happen in His ministry.  He wanted to attract people.  He performed miracles to draw a crowd, and when the 
crowd was gathered, He would preach and teach God’s Word to them.  It is true that sometimes His miracles 
attracted too many people, and so Jesus would tell those He healed not to say anything.  And it is true that 
sometimes certain cities already sinned against too much light, and so the Lord didn’t want them to have any more.  
But that was certainly not always the case.  For the most part, Jesus did His miracles to amaze the people, so that 
they would come and hear, and most of all, listen.   
  But as time went on, and the excitement began to wear off, there were some who began to form opinions 
about Christ, opinions which were sinful; and some undoubtedly formed evil opinions of Him from the very start.  
They began to hate Him, because they didn’t like the light.  They were of the darkness.  After Jesus delivered the 
man possessed with the Legion, the inhabitants of Gadara begged Him to leave their region.  When the scribes heard 
Jesus say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” they began to accuse Him of blasphemy.  When He went to eat 
with the tax-gatherers and sinners at the house of Matthew, the Pharisees began accused Him of keeping evil 
company.  But this morning, we see the Pharisees make the worst accusation of all:  that Christ was doing His works 
by the power of Satan.  From this, I would like for us to consider this morning that  
 
  Christ’s ministry has different effects on different people, but its most dangerous effect is hardening.   
 
I.  Now the first thing I want for us to see are the particular circumstances in which these effects take place 

among the people:  When Jesus delivered a man from demonic possession.   
A.  Matthew writes, “And as they were going out, behold, a dumb man, demon-possessed, was brought to Him.  

And after the demon was cast out, the dumb man spoke” (vv. 32-33a).   
1.  Remember that after Jesus healed Jairus’s daughter, He then healed the two men who were blind.  After 

this, He and His disciples got up to leave.  And as they were going out, as had happened on so many other 
occasions, someone came to Jesus with a need, not for himself personally, but for a particular man.   

2.  The problem was that the person was dumb, which means he could not speak.  But the reason he could not 
speak was that he was demon-possessed.   
a.  Apparently, demon-possession could be seen in different ways.   
b.  It appears as though this man’s dumbness was caused by his possession.  In Matthew 12, Jesus will 

deliver another possessed man who was both dumb and blind.  Now not all who were blind and dumb 
were demon-possessed.  Certainly the two blind men we read about last week were not.  But some of 
them were.  How then could anyone know?   

c.  It appears from the Scriptures that those who were demon-possessed also exhibited abnormal behavior.  
The man with the Legion lived in the tombs, and cut himself with stones.  He was very strong and 
violent.  We will read of another possessed man later who had a demon who would throw him into the 
fire and into the water, and give him convulsions (Matt. 17).   

d.  Apparently, the presence of demons caused them to act in destructive ways:  both to themselves and 
others.   

e.  This person was dumb, but he was also demon-possessed, which means that potentially, he could have 
been very dangerous.   
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B.  But, of course, what Matthew draws our attention to here this morning is Christ’s authority over this demon.   

1.  Now we have already seen this in the case of the man possessed with the Legion.  The demons submitted 
to Christ.  They could not resist Him.  All they could do was bow down to Him, beg Him for His mercy, 
and when He granted it by allowing them to go into the swine, immediately obey Him.   

2.  We see the same thing here.  Jesus cast out the demon.  The demon could not resist Him.  He could not 
withstand Him.  He had to submit, for the One standing before Him was infinitely greater than he was.   
a.  Remember that Jesus is no mere creature.  He is not merely a man.  Yes, the Bible teaches us the 

mystery of the incarnation:  that He who was God became man.  But we must remember that He 
became man, without ceasing to be God.  He is both fully God and fully man.  And because He is, He 
has power over the demons.  Jesus cast him out by His own authority, not in the name of someone 
else.   

b.  He is the One to whom has been entrusted all power and authority on heaven and earth.  It has been 
given to Him for the building up of His kingdom and for the protection of his church.   

c.  When He was on earth, He used this authority to bind the strong man, the devil, so that He might 
plunder his house.   

d.  Here was an example of that plundering.  He took back this man who was captive to the devil.  Satan 
could not withstand Him.  Satan did stand before Michael the archangel and disputed with him over 
the body of Moses.  But there was no dispute here.  Christ was so much greater that He cast this 
demon out in a word, while Satan, the head of the demons, could do nothing to stop Him.   

e.  We should be thankful for this power and authority of Christ, for He has also exercised it on our 
behalf, if we are Christians here this morning.  He has delivered us from the enemy of our souls.  We 
too were under the power of the evil one.  We were dead in our trespasses and sins.  We formerly 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air.  We were 
the children of God’s wrath, even as the rest of the world.  But God had mercy on us.  He sent His 
Son, who came down in our nature and delivered us from the power of the enemy by taking away our 
sins and by clothing us with His perfect righteousness.  The devil now has no claim on us.  We have 
been taken out of his hands.  We are now Christ’s plunder, Christ’s reward.  And because we are, we 
are blessed.   

f.  Christ has authority over the devil and his demons.  Matthew shows this to us again.   
 

II.  But now I want you to notice, secondly, the two reactions of the people to this deliverance.   
 A.  Some of the people were amazed.  Matthew writes, “And the multitudes marveled, saying, ‘Nothing like this 

was ever seen in Israel.”   
1.  The people stood in awe.  They wondered.   

a.  Remember, miracles were meant to create this kind of response.  They were supposed to leave people 
awed.  They were to create wonder, fear and amazement.   

b.  This was so that people would see that God was present, and He had something to say, something He 
wanted to reveal to them.  Sometimes what He wanted to tell them was good, such as when He sent 
Jesus to reveal to them the Gospel of the kingdom, the gospel of salvation.  Sometimes it was bad, 
such as when He brought thunder and rain in Israel during their wheat harvest at the request of 
Samuel, to show them that they had sinned in asking for a king other than God (1 Sam. 12:17-18).  
Here, the Lord was revealing something good:  His power over the evil one.   

c.  So great was this miracle, and all His miracles, that the people said, “Nothing like this was ever seen in 
Israel.”  And it was true.  Surely there had never been anyone like Christ, who could do such great 
things, and do them well.   
(i)  He had healed the dumb man, by delivering him from the demon.  Certainly, this must be the 

Messiah.  When Messiah was to come, He would loose the tongues of the dumb, just as we saw 
last week that He would give sight to the blind.  The Lord said through Isaiah the prophet, “Say to 
those with anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; 
the recompense of God will come, but He will save you.’  Then the eyes of the blind will be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the dumb will shout for joy.  For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in 
the Arabah.” (35:4-6).   

(ii)  Surely also they were marveling at His overall ministry, for nothing like what this man was doing 
had ever been seen in Israel before.   
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(iii)  But the point is that they were overwhelmed, they were amazed.   
 

2.  This is usually the first response people have when they are confronted with the ministry of Christ.   
a.  When a man first hears about Christ, about the miracles He was able to do, the healings of compassion 

He performed, the wonderful words of wisdom that He spoke, he is usually overwhelmed by them.  
Never has a man done such great things.  Never has a man spoken like this Man.  Surely this Man was 
the Son of God!   

b.  But we will see later in Matthew’s Gospel that amazement and wonder does not equal salvation.  You 
can have one without the other.  Many of the people who at first wondered about Christ, eventually 
rejected Him.  This wonder did not change their hearts, nor did it indicate a change of heart.  Virtually 
all Israel will later cry out for His crucifixion.   

c.  But on the other hand, this wonder is often the first step toward salvation.   
(i)  The Lord, as I said before, wants us to look to Him before He gives us salvation, or before He 

heals us, so that we will be trusting Him for our deliverance, before He saves us.  He wants us to 
give Him the glory which is His.  If we are not aware that He is the One who gives us what we 
receive, He will not get that glory.   

(ii)  The same is often true in that process by which God leads us to the Savior.  The Lord will have us 
become aware of Christ -- who He is, what He has done --, before He bestows the gift of faith.  
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ.  We must first see the works of Christ.  
We must first hear His Words.  We must not only stand in amazement of them, but also fear that 
we have failed to live up to them.  In other words, the Lord generally -- not always, but generally -
-, does not bestow the gift of faith upon those who are not concerned about their salvation.  
Sometimes He does.  But most often He doesn’t.   

(iii)  The Lord first wants to get our attention.  And He does this through His Word, which tells us 
about Christ.   

 
B.  But I want you especially to note the second reaction among the people here, particularly that among the 

leaders.  Matthew writes, “But the Pharisees were saying, ‘He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons’” 
(v. 34).   
1.  Now the Pharisees had had some time to think about this Jesus, the things He did and the things He said, 

as we have seen.  But their conclusion about Him was wrong, very wrong.  It was wrong, because their 
hearts were full of darkness, and darkness resists and hates the light of God.   
a.  They had been resisting the truth, because the truth indicted them for their sins.  Their hearts had 

grown hard and callused.  They were not willing to accept what Jesus had to say.  They were not 
willing to accept the works He did as being from God.   

b.  But these works had to come from somewhere.  Clearly, Christ was casting out demons, clearly He 
was healing the sick.  By whose power and authority did He do these things?  If it was not from God, 
they concluded, it had to be from the devil.  But, O what a dangerous conclusion!   

c.  When they finally got the courage to say this to Christ’s face, He returned the most severe indictment 
against them that He has ever pronounced.  He told them that they had committed the unpardonable 
sin.   

d.  The unpardonable sin is that sin a person commits, when he has so hardened his heart against the Lord, 
when his heart has become so wicked, that he calls that which is absolutely pure and holy, evil, and 
that which is absolutely evil and wicked, good.   

e.  These Pharisees watched Jesus deliver a man from an unclean spirit, one which at least made him 
dumb, if not insane.  And instead of giving glory to God for His marvelous deliverance of mercy and 
grace, they instead accused Christ of being in league with the devil.  They were so blind that they 
could no longer see.  There was no longer any hope for them.   

 
2.  People of God, listen to the words of this passage this morning.  Realize that the truth of God can affect us 

in different ways.   
a.  We saw how the ministry of Jesus caused the people to wonder, and how this is often used as a first 

step in their salvation by the Lord.  It is used by the Lord to awaken them out of their slumber of 
death, so that they might turn to Jesus and be saved.   

b.  If the Lord is pleased to use it for this purpose, then He will continue to lead that person to a greater 
knowledge and greater conviction of that truth, until He quickens him to life, and saves him.  We also 
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saw that for some, He quickens them right away.  They hear the Gospel for the first time and are 
immediately made alive by the Spirit, and then they freely and willingly embrace Christ.  But whether 
He brings us to Himself in the first or the second way, He then continues to use the ministry of Christ, 
by His Word and Spirit, to soften and break our hearts, so that we fall in love with Him more and with 
sin less.   

c.  But the Lord also uses the ministry of Christ in another way.  He also uses it to harden.  This is what 
we have seen in the case of the Pharisees this morning.  When God’s children hear His Word, it may 
prick their conscience, it may wound them, but it is always for their good.  The Lord uses it to soften 
them to His truth and make them more like Him.  But when someone who is not Christ’s hears it, and 
the Lord is not working to draw them nearer to Him, then it hardens them.  They don’t like what they 
hear.  It pricks their consciences and wounds them, but they resent it.  They don’t see it as the faithful 
wounding of a friend, but as of an enemy which they need to get away from.  And so they harden their 
hearts against it, and against those who bring it to them.  Some even harden their hearts so much 
against it, that eventually it appears to them as the greatest of all evils.  When a person reaches this 
point, God has given him entirely over to his sins, and that man is guilty of having committed the 
unpardonable sin.   

d.  Brethren, we need to examine our own hearts this morning to see how Christ’s ministry is affecting us.  
Do we rejoice in His miracles?  Do we delight in His teachings?  Do we willingly submit to His 
commands?  Now, I don’t mean do we do so perfectly.  None of us do.  We all sin; we all sometimes 
struggle with His truth; we all resist and sometimes even rebel against His commands.  But the 
question is, when we sin, do we turn back away from them because we know they are wrong, and turn 
back to His truth, desiring to live the life He calls us to?  If so, then we are His children.  Christ has 
delivered us from the dominion of the devil.  We have been set free by His grace.  Christ says to you, 
Continue in My Word, for then you will show that you are My disciples indeed.  This, by the way, 
also shows us that we have not committed the unpardonable sin.  Those who commit it will never 
desire to come back to God.  Their hearts are so hardened that they will never come to Christ.  Let us 
be thankful that the Lord has preserved us from this horrible sin.  And let us also be in preparation this 
week to come to the Lord’s Table this next Lord’s Day, that we might find additional strength to 
persevere in righteousness.   

e.  But on the other hand, do we find that the truth of God is hardening our hearts?  Do we find more and 
more reluctance to follow the Lord, the more we learn about what He actually requires of us?  If that 
is what you find, then you need to come to Christ now.  You need the grace He gives to soften your 
heart now.  You need His Spirit to change your heart to make you to love Him and His ways.  Come 
to Jesus Christ, for He is the only hope you have, the only path which leads to God, the only door of 
salvation.  Don’t let your heart continue to harden until it rejects Christ for good.  Come to Christ this 
morning and live.   

f.  May our good and gracious Lord apply His Word to our hearts this morning, as we need to hear it.  
Amen.   


