
“How Will They Believe, If They Don’t Hear” 
(Romans 10:14-17) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We have seen Paul’s desire for the salvation of the Jews.   
a.  Even though they were his enemies/wanted to kill him, he sought their 

salvation.   
b.  He prayed for them/evangelized them.   
c.  He was even willing to be damned for them.   
d.  Again, a lesson on what our desire should be for the lost, especially our own 

people.   
e.  The only thing that can put that desire there is the love of Christ.   

 
2.  We also saw Paul trying to correct their wrong views of how to be saved.   

a.  They thought salvation came through the Law – ceremonial and moral – but 
these were only meant to point them to Christ.   

b.  Salvation was actually much closer to them than they thought.   
(i)  They didn’t need to go to heaven to bring the Christ down – He had already 

come.   
(ii)  They didn’t need to descend into the grave to bring Him back from the 

dead – He had already risen.   
(iii)  All they had to do was believe.   
(iv)  Of course, this requires a work of the Spirit – without the new birth, they 

would never see the Kingdom or enter it (John 3:3-5).   
 

c.  Salvation is not far from any who already know the Gospel, but as near as an 
act of faith.   
(i)  One of our tasks is to correct false ideas, as Paul did the Jews.   
(ii)  But another is to get the Word out to those who haven’t heard, who don’t 

know.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This brings us to the point of our passage this morning:  in order to believe, a 
person must know what to believe.   

2.  For this to happen, someone has to take them that message.   
3.  Paul reminds us now of the importance of evangelism and missions:  The Gospel 

is necessary for salvation.  If people don’t hear, they can’t believe.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  Faith must have content:  There must be something to believe.   

1.  The Reformers defined saving faith as including three things:   
a.  There must be the notes of faith:  what is to be believed/the Gospel.   
b.  There needs to be an assent to that information:  you must believe what you 
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hear is true/that Jesus was born, lived, died, rose again, ascended, was exalted, 
is coming again.   

c.  And there must be trust in that One who is revealed in the Gospel:  you must 
rest on Christ and on Him alone for your acceptance with God.   

 
2.  But it all begins with the notes/content of the Gospel.   

a.  Paul says, “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 
13).  But “how . . . shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  
And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall 
they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent” 
(vv. 14-15)?   

b.  If the Word of Christ is to be heard, or more accurately, if Christ is to be heard, 
His Gospel must be preached.   
(i)  There must be those who can preach; God must raise them up.   
(ii)  And they must be sent to preach with all the support and encouragement 

the church can give them.   
 

c.  This is what the Parable of the Sower is all about.   
(i)  The sower is a preacher, an evangelist, even an ordinary Christian who 

goes out to tell others the good news.   
(ii)  The seed he sows is the Word of God, more specifically, the Gospel.   
(iii)  The results are varied, but one thing is sure:  without seed, there is no 

harvest – the Word must get out; it must be sown.   
(iv)  John Calvin once wrote, “The gospel does not fall from the clouds like 

rain, by accident, but is brought by the hands of men to where God has sent 
it” (Gathered Gold 85).   

 
d.  Without the Gospel, ordinarily there is no salvation.   

(i)  Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16).   

(ii)  It is the power of God for salvation, and it is the only power.   
(iii)  There is no other way.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6).   
(iv)  Paul tells us, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 

Christ” (Rom. 10:17).   
(v)  The only exception would be the elect who are not capable of hearing, 

such as elect infants dying in infancy and those who are mentally 
challenged.   

 
B.  But now getting the Gospel out is only part of the work:  there are still the other two 

parts.   
1.  Those who hear must believe; they must trust in Christ.    

a.  They must believe the truth.  But believing the facts isn’t enough – the devils 
do that much – there must be more.   

b.  A person must also trust in Jesus and rest in Him alone for salvation.   
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c.  William Gurnall, an English pastor of the 17th Century, once wrote, “Judas 
knew the Scriptures, and without doubt assented to the truth of them, when he 
was so zealous a preacher of the gospel; but he never had so much as one 
drachma of justifying faith in his soul. . . . Yea, Judas’ master, the devil 
himself, one far enough (I suppose) from justifying faith, yet he assents to the 
truth of the Word.  He goes against his conscience when he denies them:  when 
he tempted Christ he did not dispute against the Scripture but from the 
Scripture, drawing his arrows out of this quiver. . . . Assent to the truth of the 
Word is but an act of the understanding, which reprobates and devils may 
exercise.  But justifying faith is a compounded habit (i.e., two things that are 
continually done), and has its seat both in the understanding and will: and, 
therefore, called a ‘believing with the heart’ (Romans 10:10), yea, a ‘believing 
with all the heart’ (Acts 8:37; William Gurnall, Golden Treasury).   

d.  A person must persevere in believing the facts with his mind and trusting in 
Christ with his heart, if he is to be saved.   

 
2.  But having said this, Paul reminds us that not everyone who hears will do these 

things.   
a.  “However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who 

has believed our report’” (v. 16)?   
b.  This has to do with the Jews in particular, but it still applies to what will 

happen today.   
c.  Few of those who hear will believe and receive Christ.  Most will not listen.   
d.  The path that leads to life is narrow and there are few who find it.  But the path 

that leads to destruction is broad, and many go in that way (Matt. 7:13-14).   
e.  We shouldn’t be surprised if many reject the Gospel, but we should if all do.  

God has His elect, and He will gather them in, if the church is faithful to get 
the Gospel out.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  The bottom line is if we desire the salvation of our family, neighbors, friends, even 
of those in the world we don’t know, we must reach them with the Gospel.  How can 
we do this?   
1.  First, we can pray.   

a.  We should pray that the Lord would raise up more workers.  Jesus said, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Therefore beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).   

b.  We should pray specifically that the Lord would change the hearts of those we 
are praying for.  We don’t know who the elect are, but we do know that God 
commands all men everywhere to repent and believe.  Pray that if God is 
willing, He would make them willing.   

c.  We should pray for ourselves for the desire to reach out, the opportunity to 
reach out, and the ability to make the most of those opportunities.   

d.  Evangelizing requires a great deal of effort, and therefore a great deal of 
prayer.   
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2.  Second, we can give.   
a.  We can give financial support to those who are reaching out.   
b.  Paul commended the Philippians for their support.  He writes, “And you 

yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, 
after I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift 
more than once for my needs.  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the 
profit which increases to your account.  But I have received everything in full, 
and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, 
well-pleasing to God.  And my God shall supply all your needs according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (4:15-19).   

c.  When we give, we not only make it possible for workers to be sent into the 
harvest, we also receive a reward for our part in it.   

d.  There is no greater investment, nor one that pays greater dividends (those that 
are eternal), than investing in getting the Gospel out.   

 
3.  We can be ready witnesses as well.   

a.  The Lord calls us to be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us.   
b.  The reason is that there are people perhaps only we will be able to reach.   
c.  Different people respond to different personalities.   

(i)  You may be able to reach people who wouldn’t listen to me.   
(ii)  I may be able to reach those who wouldn’t listen to you.   
(iii)  But all of us need to be ready.   
(iv)  When Paul tells us to have our feet shod “with the preparation of the 

Gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15), he means to be ready to share our hope with 
others.   

(v)  When our feet are ready and willing to take us to where we can tell others 
about Christ, then our feet are like those Paul refers to:  “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things” (Rom. 10:15)!   

 
B.  But remember, there will be those who won’t listen, who won’t receive us.   

1.  They may be the majority of those we speak to.   
2.  But we shouldn’t let that discourage us.   

a.  Christ knew this would be true of Israel before He preached to them.  He knew 
they would want to kill Him and that they would kill Him.   

b.  Paul knew that only a few that he preached to would be saved.   
c.  But he knew there would be those who would receive Christ – Christ’s elect, 

those for whom His Lord and Master laid down His life.   
d.  To honor Christ in this way is what makes our feet truly beautiful – not just to 

those who receive Him, but also to Christ Himself – when we seek to honor 
Him.   

e.  Let’s do what we can to honor our Lord.  He went to the cross and suffered and 
died for our salvation.  It’s a small price He asks of us in comparison to lead 
His sheep to salvation.  Amen.   


