
“How to Glorify God around Unbelievers” 

(2 Corinthians 6:14-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered some general rules on how to conduct ourselves 

around others:   

a.  Our goal should always be to glorify God:  “Let your light shine before men 

in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   

b.  We should always strive to be a credit to the Gospel by adorning it with a 

godly life:  “All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own 

masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will 

not be spoken against” (1 Tim. 6:1).   

c.  And we should always be striving to serve others, to do them some real good:  

“Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be 

first, he shall be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35).   

 

2.  One of the main reasons the Lord placed us in the world is that we would be salt 

and light – a means to preserve the world through the light of His truth.   

a.  The Lord preserves the world on our behalf, that He might gather His sheep 

from the world.   

b.  But our presence in the world is also a means of preserving it through our 

interaction with it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  At the same time, we need to remember there are limitations to that interaction.   

a.  We are to be salt and light – we are to be a means to their salvation through 

our lives and words.   

b.  But we are not to get too close to the world – we are to remain separate.   

 

2.  This evening, we’re going to look at how to walk with God when we’re around 

unbelievers.   

a.  We’ll consider first, our call to reach the world for Christ.   

b.  But second, and most importantly for our purposes, our call to remain 

separate from and unstained by the world.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are called by our Lord to reach the lost.   

1.  It goes without saying that being in a world that is largely unconverted, we will 

and must spend time with unbelievers.   

a.  There will always be relatively few true believers at any one time in history:  

“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that 

leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  For the gate is 
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small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it” 

(Matt. 7:13-14).   

b.  The only way to avoid coming in contact with unbelievers would be to find a 

deserted island or go to another planet:  “I wrote you in my letter not to 

associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people 

of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then 

you would have to go out of the world” (1 Cor. 5:9-10).   

 

2.  But being around unbelievers is not altogether a bad thing.   

a.  The Lord does call us to reach them:   

(i)  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19).  

(ii)  “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of 

the opportunity.  Let your speech always be with grace, as though 

seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each 

person” (Col. 4:5-6).   

 

b.  How can we reach them if we don’t interact with them at some level?  And if 

we don’t reach them, who will?  We must reach out to them:  it is our duty 

(Matt. 28:18-20).   

c.  But how close should we get to them?   

(i)  I hope we all understand there is a line we shouldn’t cross.   

(ii)  But where do we draw it?   

 

B.  How do we keep ourselves separate and unstained by the world while living in the 

world?   

1.  First, we must limit our association with unbelievers.   

a.  We should love them, in the sense that we should be concerned for their 

salvation – as Jesus told us we should seek to bring all men to Him – and for 

their wellbeing – even as the Good Samaritan was concerned for the life of 

his Jewish enemy.   

b.  But we are not to allow ourselves to love who and what they are, and what 

they do.   

(i)  An unbeliever has nothing of God’s moral image:  He has no love of God 

in him; all he has is common grace.   

(ii)  If we find ourselves attracted to them, it must be for the wrong reasons – 

not because of godliness, but for something we shouldn’t be attracted to.   

(a)  We are not to love evil; we are to avoid even the appearance of evil.   

(b)  We are not to allow ourselves to be influenced by their sins, so that we 

would want to do the wrong things they do.   

(c)  If we find ourselves liking them and wanting to do the things they do, 

we’ve already crossed the line.   

(d)  If going this far is wrong, then so are closer partnerships and marriage 

with unbelievers.  Paul writes, “Do not be bound together with 

unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, 

or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has 

Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 
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unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For 

we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in 

them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says 

the Lord.  ‘And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you.  

And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to 

Me,’ says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-18).   

 

(iii)  We are to love unbelievers in the sense of being concerned for their 

souls; we are to seek for their salvation and for their good; but we must 

not allow ourselves to love what they are.   

(iv)  How many have become close friends with the people of this world or 

allowed themselves to get into very close relationships with them – in the 

hope of converting them – only to get in too far, and end up compromising 

their faith, and sometimes marrying an unbeliever now to face the raising 

of children outside the church in an ungodly environment and a lifetime of 

close relationship with someone in the kingdom of darkness?   

(v)  We need to listen to God’s Word and maintain our distance from them.   

 

2.  Second, we are also to limit our involvement with those who profess to be 

Christians, but who don’t behave as Christians.   

a.  This includes both true believers that are in unrepentant sin, and false 

professors in the church.  Paul writes, “I wrote you in my letter not to 

associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people 

of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then 

you would have to go out of the world.  But actually, I wrote to you not to 

associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, 

or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler – not even to eat with 

such a one” (1 Cor. 5:9-11).  There are at least two reasons:   

(i)  By not associating with them, we are to put them to shame that they might 

repent.   

(ii)  But we are also to keep our distance from them so that we’re not infected 

with their sin.   

 

b.  We might not believe it’s dangerous to be around people like this, but it is.   

(i)  The fact that they claim to be Christians, but don’t live like them will 

encourage us to think their actions aren’t sinful, or if we see they are, that 

they’re not that bad – how many so-called “mature” Christians have 

influenced younger Christians to sinful behavior because the younger 

Christians looked up to them?   

(ii)  When we choose to spend time with them – on a close level, not to 

admonish them or evangelize them – we’re saying their sins aren’t serious; 

but it won’t be long before we find ourselves tempted or doing the same 

things:  Paul says, “Do not be deceived:  ‘Bad company corrupts good 

morals” (1 Cor. 15:33).   
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(iii)  If we’re not seeking to convert them, or to bring them to repentance 

from their sins, when they need one or the other, when we’re spending 

time with them merely for pleasure, then we will more likely be affected 

by them, than them by us.   

(iv)  “They did not destroy the peoples, as the LORD commanded them, but 

they mingled with the nations and learned their practices, and served their 

idols, which became a snare to them” (Psalm 106:34-36).   

(v)  The Lord tells us to keep our distance – if we overstep His bounds, how 

can we expect His blessings?   

 

3.  What should we do if we work around unbelievers or have other associations 

with them we can’t avoid?  How can we keep ourselves unstained by their sins?   

a.  First, go on the offensive:  try to be the best example of Christ you can be, so 

that they might be influenced by your good behavior (1 Pet. 3:1).   

(i)  “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove 

yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach 

in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 

appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the 

day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor 

toil in vain” (Phil. 2:14-16).   

(ii)  Never give them any legitimate reason to accuse you, “For such is the 

will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish 

men” (1 Pet. 2:15).   

(iii)  If they accuse you, live such a blameless life that they will be put to 

shame even for accusing you:  “And keep a good conscience so that in the 

thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 

Christ will be put to shame.  For it is better, if God should will it so, that 

you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong” (1 

Pet. 3:16-17).   

(vi)  Have a positive goal when you spend time with them:  try to affect them 

in some good way:  “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 

making the most of the opportunity” (Col. 4:5).   

 

b.  Second, always be on the defensive as well:  be careful that you’re not 

infected by their sin, “Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 

lump of dough?” (1 Cor. 5:6).  Here are a few things that will help strengthen 

your defense:   

(i)  First, resist pride:  never allow yourself to think that you’re above falling.   

(a)  “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling” 

(Prov. 16:18).   

(b)  “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not 

fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).   

(c)  When you see them committing sin, be afraid that you might fall to the 

same sin.   
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(ii)  Second, never allow yourself to believe that what they’re doing is alright, 

but always look on their sin as evil.   

(a)  Be as Lot in Sodom, “For by what he saw and heard that righteous 

man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day 

after day by their lawless deeds” (2 Pet. 2:8).   

(b)  If you can’t find it in your heart to hate their particular sin, hate it for 

no other reason than God hates it and it dishonors Him whom you love.  

The psalmist writes, “My eyes shed streams of water, because they do 

not keep Your law” (Psalm 119:136).   

 

(iii)  Third, though you are to turn your heart against their sins, don’t turn 

your heart against them.   

(a)  “And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching 

them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the 

garment polluted by the flesh” (Jude 1:22-23).   

(b)  If they happen to be in the church, keep your distance from them, but 

don’t hate them; admonish them to repent:  “If anyone does not obey 

our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not 

associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  Yet do not regard 

him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (2 Thes. 3:14-15).   

 

(iv)  Fourth, when you see someone in sin, humble yourself realizing you 

could fall into the same sin; pray that the Lord would keep you from it, 

and pray for the one committing it, that the Lord might grant him 

repentance.   

(a)  Edwards wrote in his resolutions, “Resolved, To act, in all respects, 

both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as I, and as if I 

had committed the same sins, or had the same infirmities or failings, as 

others; and that I will let the knowledge of their failings promote 

nothing but shame in myself, and prove only an occasion of my 

confessing my own sins and misery to God” (8).   

(b)  Show them the love you owe all men – be kind and willing to help – 

but don’t love them as you would other believers.   

(c)  “As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the majestic ones in 

whom is all my delight” (Psalm 16:3).   

 

(v)  Finally, don’t spend more time around them than you need to or that is 

useful.  Just as you withdraw from other things that tempt you, withdraw 

from them.   

(a)  “Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not discern words of 

knowledge” (Prov. 14:7).   

(b)  If you walk wisely, the Lord will guard your heart and mind, as He did 

Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, when they too were called to 

associate with unbelievers.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


