
“How to Continue in God’s Blessings” 
(Joshua 23) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We’re going to take a break from the book of Romans this morning.   
a.  It’s good, once in a while, to back up, to review.   
b.  Sometimes going into a forest to examine the trees, we forget what the forest looks 

like (also Grand Canyon).   
c.  In other words, sometimes we can focus on the specifics so much that we forget the 

overarching, general or main truths of Scripture.   
d.  This morning, I want us to look at a summary of the Christian life from the mouth 

of one of Israel’s earliest leaders:  Joshua.   
e.  This is important for two reasons:   

(i)  It reminds us that the Lord didn’t change the conditions of salvation when He 
brought about the fulfillment of the covenant in Christ:  what we see is the same 
the NT teaches.   

(ii)  It reminds us what we are to be doing today:  the same thing believers of all 
ages were to do.   

 
2.  But what we’re looking at is not entirely unrelated to where we are in Romans.   

a.  Paul told us that Israel failed to receive the promises of God.   
b.  In chapters 9-11, he is showing us why, in God’s plan, they did:  that He might turn 

to the Gentiles, that in turn they may be provoked to jealousy to return to Him.   
c.  But why did Israel fail?  And how can they return?   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The Bible tells us that there are certain things that we, as God’s people, must do to 
continue in His blessings.   
a.  We must obey His commandments, not turning to the left or to the right (v. 6).   
b.  We must cling to the Lord – remain faithful to Him as our God (v. 8).   
c.  And we must be careful that we continue diligently to love Him.   
 

2.  These are the same things an unbeliever must do to receive His blessings.   
a.  They must repent – stop disobeying and begin obeying.   
b.  They must turn to the Lord in faith through Christ Jesus – away from their false 

gods.   
c.  And they must love Him – that without which these things are impossible.   

 
3.  But we must always bear in mind that with man these things are impossible.   

a.  This is a tall order; who can do it?   
b.  The answer is, We can’t, but God can (Matt. 19:26).   

 
C.  Doctrine:  And so what I want us to see this morning is this:  If you would prosper in this 

life and in the life to come, you must obey the Lord, hold fast to Him, and love Him.   
 
II.  Sermon.   
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A.  Let’s consider the blessings that the Lord had already given to Israel.   
1.  The Lord had been fighting for Israel (v. 3, 10).   
2.  He had driven out nations that were very strong (v. 9).   
3.  He had given them rest on every side (v. 1).   
4.  Not one of His promises had failed (v. 14).   
5.  But much of the land was yet to be taken (vv. 4-5).   
6.  These were the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant – because God had taken them 

to be His people.   
 
B.  But now how were they to continue to receive God’s help and blessing?   

1.  Let’s not forget, those blessings were lost once before.   
a.  The whole generation of those who were of fighting age died.   
b.  God had removed His blessing from them because of their unbelief.   
c.  They all perished in the wilderness, because they didn’t have faith (Heb. 3:19).   

 
2.  Joshua tells them how:   

a.  First, they were to obey.   
(i)  “Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of 

Moses, so that you may not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left” (v. 
6).   

(ii)  They were to obey God’s Law.   
(iii)  They were to obey all of it, and not just part of it – 10 out of 10, and not 5, 6, 

8, or even 9 out of 10.   
(iv)  They were to be resolute, to hold that course without wavering.   
(v)  Why?  Because God is worthy to be obeyed; because they owed it to Him; 

because it’s the right way of doing things.   
 
b.  Second, they were to hold fast to God.   

(i)  “In order that you may not associate with these nations, these which remain 
among you, or mention the name of their gods, or make anyone swear by them, 
or serve them, or bow down to them.  But you are to cling to the Lord your God, 
as you have done to this day” (vv. 7-8).   

(ii)  This is part of their obedience – to have no other gods before Him.   
(iii)  They were to take God to be their God, their only God.   
(iv)  They were to be faithful to Him.   

 
c.  And third, they were to make sure that they continued to love God.   

(i)  “So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the Lord your God” (v. 11).   
(ii)  This, as we’ve seen, is the only right motive behind obedience.   
(iii)  If they loved Him, they would obey Him and cling faithfully to Him.   
(iv)  These are really not three commands, but one:  love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, mind, soul and strength (Mark 12:30).   
(v)  If they did this, God would be with them and fulfill His promises to them.   

 
C.  But I don’t want to be one-sided – as far too many are today – and mention only the 

blessings while neglecting the warning which is here.   
1.  What if they didn’t obey Him, cling to Him, love Him?   

a.  What if they didn’t destroy the people, but join with them?   
b.  What if they actually married them and became one people with them?   
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c.  What if they broke the covenant of their God and worshiped other gods?   
 

2.  The answer is clear:   
a.  God would no longer drive the nations out (v. 13).   
b.  They would become a snare and trap to them (v. 13).   
c.  God would use them to punish His people – as a whip on their sides and thorns in 

their eyes (v. 13).   
d.  God’s anger would burn against them, and they will perish quickly (v. 13, 16).   
e.  Just as He fulfilled His promises to them, as long as they were faithful, so He 

would fulfill His threats for their unfaithfulness (v. 15).   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  If we are to experience God’s blessings, we must do the same things God commanded 

His people through Joshua – not because they did it, but because He says we must.   
1.  We must obey Him.   

a.  John writes, “Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of 
the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:7-8).   

b.  We must study His commands.   
c.  We must turn from our sins.   
d.  We must yield to righteousness.   
e.  This applies across the board – to every command.   
f.  We cannot continue in any sin and expect to reach heaven.   

 
2.  We must cling to Him.   

a.  We must be faithful; we cannot worship any other god.   
b.  We must devote ourselves to Him; hold fast to Him in every situation.   
c.  It’s becoming increasingly out of vogue to be a biblical Christian.   

(i)  It’s alright in the eyes of the world to be a politically correct Christian.   
(ii)  But what Paul said must still be true:  “All who desire to live godly in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   
(iii)  It’s time for the church to stop worrying about offending the world with our 

Christianity and stop offending God for compromising His truths.   
 
3.  And we must diligently love Him.   

a.  To love anything more than God is to set up an idol.   
b.  But not to love Him as we should is also sin.  The greatest commandment in the 

Scripture is, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
mind, with all your soul and with all your strength (Mark 12:30).   

c.  We must love Him most of all, with all our being, leaving nothing left of our 
faculties that doesn’t love Him.   

 
4.  Remember, He has given us many reasons to comply.   

a.  He made us and takes care of us.   
b.  He loved us in eternity and called us into fellowship with Him through Christ.   
c.  What more could He have done?  We must comply.   

 
B.  On the other hand, if we turn from God, we can expect the same things He threatened.   
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1.  Instead of keeping us safe while in the world, He will allow us to go the way of the 
world and perish with it.   

2.  The author to the Hebrews speaks these very sobering words, “For in the case of those 
who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been 
made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them 
again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to open shame.  For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and 
brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a 
blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being 
cursed, and it ends up being burned” (Heb. 6:4-8).   

3.  Paul said to Timothy, “It is a trustworthy statement:  For if we died with Him, we shall 
also live with Him; if we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He 
also will deny us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself 
(2 Tim. 2:11-13).   
a.  Paul doesn’t mean that if we are faithless, He will still bless us; but that if we are 

faithless, He will still be faithful to carry out His threatenings.   
b.  God makes very real threats even to His people:   

(i)  Because of the real possibility of their falling away – not every member of the 
church is elect or regenerate.   

(ii)  As a means to keep them from falling away.   
(iii)  Of course, He will never allow His elect to fall fully and finally away.   

 
c.  The point is that He will be faithful to His word, even if we are not to ours.   
 

C.  But how can we?   
1.  How can we obey God?   

a.  He requires perfection.   
b.  We’re not perfect, far from it.   
 

2.  How can we cling to Him?   
a.  Our grip is so weak.  We abandon Him and His ways so easily.   
b.  Our faithfulness so quickly vanishes with the next temptation.   
 

3.  How can we love Him?   
a.  Our love is so transient, temporary, and weak.   
b.  Which one of us here can say we have loved God with our whole heart, mind and 

soul, even for one moment?   
c.  It disappears with our faithfulness, since it is the cause of it.   
 

4.  The answer is that we can’t do these things, but Christ can.   
a.  Christ can and He has, and He has given us His Spirit to help us.   
b.  The only way you or I or any other Christian can continue to obey and hold fast 

and love and receive God’s blessings is by looking to Christ for His mercy, His 
strength, His forgiveness and blessing to do these things.   

c.  This is also the only way you who have never received Christ can get His blessings 
to begin with:  you must look to Him.   

d.  May the Lord help each one of us to look to Him, so that we might repent, obey, 
and faithfully love Him, so that we might inherit the blessings of God.  Amen.    


