
“How Should We Worship the Lord?” 

(Exodus 20:4-6) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  (Introduction).   

1.  This evening, we’re beginning a series on the Great Hymn Writers of the 

church.   

a.  Not just on their lives, though that would be an edifying study.   

b.  But also their hymns – their content and pathos – and the circumstances in 

which they wrote these hymns – the spiritual climate, often during times of 

revival, but also during more ordinary times.   

 

2.  Our purpose will be fourfold:  to study,  

a.  Christian biography:  examples can be very edifying.   

b.  Church history:  to be encouraged by the unfolding of God’s plan.   

c.  Theology and devotion:  to gain a sense of the greatness of God, His love and 

mercy through hymns as they reflect Biblical truth; and the heart and 

experiences of these godly men as further encouragement to us.   

d.  And reformation:  though these hymn writers were not technically part of the 

Reformation, they are part of the continuing Reformation.   

 

B.  Preview.  (Hook).   

1.  It’s the continuing reformation we’ll consider today:   the church reformed and 

always to be reforming according to the Word of God (Ecclesia reformata et 

semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei).   

a.  This was the slogan of the Reformation.   

b.  This is what drove Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and a myriad of others to do what 

they did, to make the sacrifices they made:  all in the church, all in life (since 

everything is to be worship), must be reformed according to Scripture.   

c.  This is what should be driving us.   

d.  Our Reformation Series will provide a good example of this.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to lay some necessary groundwork.   

a.  If the church is always to be reforming according to the Word, we must study 

what it says on any given subject to see if we need to change.   

b.  The subject we’re considering falls under worship:  so that’s what we’ll be 

looking at this morning.   

c.  Since things are often seen more clearly when they’re contrasted, let’s do two 

things:   

(i)  First, let’s consider the different views that exist in the historic Christian 

Church on worship.   

(ii)  Then, let’s bring these views to Scripture to see which is pleasing to the 

Lord.   
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II.  Sermon.  (Argue).   

A.  First, let’s consider the different views of worship that exist in the historic 

Christian Church.   

1.  Roman Catholicism:  this is the view the Reformers were responding to when 

they formulated their views.  To understand their position, we need to 

understand something of Rome’s.   

a.  Rome believed that worship must be instituted by God through revelation:  so 

far, so good.   

b.  But they believed – and continue to believe today – that revelation is not 

limited to the Bible:  they also include tradition.   

(i)  Apostolic:  an unwritten tradition preserved in the practice of the church.   

(ii)  The Apostolic Fathers:  those closest to the apostles, most likely to 

preserve their views.   

(iii)  Church Councils:  which they believe to be inerrant.   

(iv)  The popes speaking ex cathedra:  which they also hold to be infallible in 

faith and morals.   

 

c.  Does this influence their worship?  Yes.  This is why,  

(i)  They have pictures of God, Christ, the saints, and Mary in their churches.   

(ii)  They have statutes of the same.   

(iii)  They have crosses, candles, and incense.   

(iv)  Mary and the saints are venerated, prayed to, looked to for help.   

(v)  The Father and Son are worshiped through images.   

 

d.  What do they do with the second commandment that forbids these?   

(i)  They combine the second with the first – they must not worship false 

gods through idols.   

(ii)  To retain Ten, they divide the tenth into two.   

(iii)  This brings the Bible into line with their tradition.   

 

e.  Is this acceptable to God?  We’ll see below.   

 

2.  Greek Orthodox:  the Eastern Church that broke away from the West in 1054.   

a.  Their worship is essentially the same.   

b.  One main difference is they use icons instead of statues.   

(i)  They believe the second commandment forbids graven – or 3 dimensional 

images – but not 2 dimensional pictures.   

(ii)  They worship God, Christ, venerate saints through 2d images (icons).   

(iii)  They bow down and kiss them.   

(iv)  The people, being the image of God, are also censed by the priest as an 

act of worship.   

 

c.  Is this how God wants us to worship Him?   

 

3.  Lutherans:  those churches that came from Luther’s movement and teaching.   

a.  They believe if something is not forbidden, then it’s allowed.   
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b.  They have images, but don’t worship them.   

(i)  They believe the 2
nd

 Commandment doesn’t forbid making of images, but 

worshiping through them.   

(ii)  Luther believed images would shore up weak faith.   

 

c.  Is this what God tells us?   

 

4.  Evangelicals:   

a.  You generally don’t find images, but stained glass in older churches.   

b.  But you do find drama, interpretive dance, candles, choirs and special music.   

c.  Is this how we should worship the Lord?   

 

5.  Reformed:   

a.  Generally hold strongly to the principle:  Only what God commands is 

acceptable in worship.   

b.  There are exceptions, “Not only has Rome departed from the regulative 

principle, but many modern evangelical Churches, including some of 

Presbyterian and Reformed persuasion have departed from this principle. 

Various and sundry practices, ceremonies and traditions have been added, 

which are not taught in the Bible.  Some of these may seem to be innocent 

enough in themselves, but when one recognizes that they constitute an 

attempt to worship by man’s devising, then they can only be condemned” 

(Morton Smith, Systematic).   

 

6.  Some might ask, Do we really need a rule for worship?   

a.  Isn’t sincerity all God is looking for?   

b.  If we’re enjoying ourselves in His presence, doesn’t that give Him joy?   

 

B.  Let’s bring these views to Scripture.   

1.  Is God interested in our pleasure or our sincerity?  Yes and no.   

a.  Yes, in that He wants us to take pleasure in His worship; but no in that we 

should never take pleasure in worshiping contrary to His will.   

b.  Yes, in that we must offer our hearts to the Lord when we worship; no in the 

sense that He will not receive anything we sincerely choose to offer Him.   

 

2.  There is the matter of what God commands:  what He wants.   

a.  He has given us a complete rule of faith and practice (2 Tim. 3:16).   

(i)  To obey this rule is better than any sacrifice we care to make (1 Sam. 

15:23).   

(ii)  Jesus tells us that if we really love Him, we will keep His 

commandments – we will let them rule and overrule us (John 14:15).   

 

b.  God has told us what He wants us to do in worship, so why should we offer 

Him anything else?   

(i)  Consider our passage:   
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(a)  “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 

You shall not worship them or serve them” (Ex. 20:4-5).   

(b)  There are things God will and will not accept:  He will accept the 

worship He commands; He won’t accept worship through images.   

 

(ii)  Did it really matter if the children of Israel were sincere or rejoicing 

when they worshiped Yahweh through the golden calf (Ex. 32)?   

(a)  If Moses hadn’t prayed, the Lord would have destroyed them all.   

(b)  As it was, three thousand men died that day (v. 28).   

 

(iii)  Jeroboam made two golden calves for the Northern Tribe to worship 

God (he called them Elohim), so they wouldn’t return to Rehoboam and 

the Temple worship (1 Kings 12:27-30).   

(a)  Not only did the Lord send a prophet to reprove him and predict the 

destruction of those idols, He also eventually exiled Israel from the 

land for good.   

(b)  God does not want to be worshiped through images.  Why?   

(1)  No one has seen Him (John 1:18).   

(2)  Being infinite and invisible, He really has no form.  The Lord said 

through Isaiah the prophet, “To whom then will you liken God?  Or 

what likeness will you compare with Him” (Isa. 40:18)?   

(3)  He doesn’t want to be represented as a creature – something 

infinitely below Him.  But that’s all an image can do.   

 

(iv)  The Lord doesn’t want us to do anything He forbids, but what about 

adding something He hasn’t commanded?   

(a)  The Lord set Aaron and his sons apart to be His priests.  When others 

tried to press their way into that office – Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and 

On – the ground opened and they all went down alive to Sheol (Num. 

16:31-35).   

(b)  He ordained a particular incense and way of offering it on His altar.  

When Nadab and Abihu (Aaron’s sons) did it differently, the Lord 

judged them.  “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their 

respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it 

and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not 

commanded them.  And fire came out from the presence of the LORD 

and consumed them, and they died before the LORD” (Lev. 10:1-2).   

(c)  When the ark was moved from Abinadab’s house to Jerusalem, and 

the oxen nearly upset it, Uzzah, the son of Abinadab, reached out to 

steady it, and the Lord struck him down and he died (2 Sam. 6:3-7), 

because only the Levites were to transport the ark.   

(1)  From all appearances, Uzzah was only trying to help.   

(2)  But his sincerity did not overrule God’s command.   

(3)  Sincerity isn’t the issue; our pleasure isn’t the issue; obedience is 

the issue; especially in the area of God’s worship.   
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(v)  Why does God take His worship so seriously?   

(a)  God is holy and He will be treated as holy by those who approach 

Him.  To worship God in any other way than He commands is 

presumption and is sin.   

(b)  The Lord certainly is merciful and takes into account how much we 

understand.   

(1)  If we don’t know these things and worship contrary to His will, He 

is merciful.   

(2)  If we believe His Word allows us to worship a particular way, He 

is patient.   

(3)  But if we understand, and do otherwise, He can be severe.   

(4)  Ananias and Sapphira knew it was wrong to lie to the Lord, they 

lied and the Lord took their lives (Acts 5).   

 

(c)  With this in mind, we need to approach worship very carefully, in 

every aspect.   

(1)  This evening, we’ll consider the Lord’s will regarding hymns.   

(2)  Should we sing them?   

(A)  If not, then to do so would be disastrous.   

(B)  If He wants us to do so and we don’t, it might not create the 

same problem, since we would still have psalms.   

(C)  But it would certainly rob us of a blessing, and more 

importantly, God of His glory.   

(D)  Let’s think about these things in preparation for this evening.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 


