
“How Much Time Do You Have?” 

(Luke 12:13-21) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, Jesus addresses something we are all prone to be too concerned 

about – money – and He helps to put it in its proper perspective.   

a.  First, a man asks Him to tell his brother to divide the family inheritance.   

(i)  Jesus tells him that He was neither appointed as a judge or an arbitrator in 

such matters – that’s not why the Father sent Him.   

(ii)  Instead, He uses the opportunity to teach the man, and the crowd, why 

He did come, and what really is important.   

 

b.  This man was concerned about wealth – something that might seem 

important now – but no matter how much you may have, it won’t do you any 

good once you come to the end of your life.   

 

2.  To illustrate, Jesus tells them a parable about a man who was already rich.   

a.  One year his land was particularly productive, so much so that his barns 

couldn’t hold it all.   

b.  Instead of seeking to honor the Lord with this wealth, instead of looking to 

help those in need, he decided to keep it – to store it all away by building 

bigger barns.   

c.  Now he had what most today want:  a healthy nest egg, enough to take care 

of his needs for many years; now he could take it easy.   

d.  But there was one thing he didn’t count on:  his time ran out, and he wasn’t 

ready to face God.   

(i)  Now that wealth he had would do him no good at all – someone else 

would have to enjoy it.   

(ii)  Now he was to stand before God to give an account of his life, and he 

wasn’t ready – he wasted all his time on this life and didn’t prepare for the 

life to come.   

(iv)  Jesus says, “So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not 

rich toward God” (v. 21).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, I want you to consider that it’s a far better use of your time to be 

rich towards God than to be rich in this world.   

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, the fact that none of you really have that much time remaining to you.   

b.  And second, therefore you should be careful how you use it.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, how much time do you really have remaining to you in this life?   
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1.   Most people think they’re going to live longer than they actually are – many 

that they’re going to live forever.   

a.  Nehemiah Rogers, a Puritan minister, once wrote, “There is none so old but 

thinks he may live one year longer; and though, in the general, he say, ‘All 

must die,’ yet, in the false numbering of his own particular days, he thinks to 

live forever.”   

b.  Is that what you think?   

(i)  You who are young are more prone to believe this to be true about 

yourselves.   

(ii)  You think you’re always going to be young, or that it’s going to be a 

long time before you grow old.   

(iii)  I was young once; that’s what I thought.   

 

2.  But do you really have that much time?   

a.  You know that people are dying every day.   

(i)  Some die over a long time from disease – they know their time is short – 

some are dying right now and don’t even know, and perhaps won’t until a 

few weeks before they die.   

(ii)  Some are dying from hunger, some will be killed by others.   

(iii)  Some will die an accidental death tomorrow – perhaps before this day is 

over – they may die suddenly, never knowing that this would be their last 

day.   

(iv)  150,000 people die every day, almost two every second worldwide.   

(v)  About 6700 will die in this country today alone, another 6700 tomorrow 

– about 1 person every 13 seconds.   

 

b.  How many people do you know that have died; how many of these died 

unexpectedly?   

(i)  My sister died unexpectedly while vacationing in Aruba.   

(a)  She was coming up from her last dive on the last day of her vacation.   

(b)  She needed help to get out of the water, passed out, and then died on 

the deck of that boat.   

(c)  If you were to ask her, I imagine she would have told you that she 

expected to live into her eighties or nineties.   

(d)  She was 61 and in very good health.   

 

(ii)  What makes you think this won’t happen to you?   

(iii)  You just don’t know when your time is going to be up.   

 

3.  Now not everyone dies unexpectedly or at an early age.   

a.  There are those who live to see their twilight years of 80 or 90.   

b.  But even if you should live this long, it’s still not that long at all.   

(i)  Job said, “Man, who is born of woman, is short-lived and full of turmoil.  

Like a flower he comes forth and withers.  He also flees like a shadow and 

does not remain” (14:1-2).   
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(ii)  King David wrote, “LORD, make me to know my end and what is the 

extent of my days; let me know how transient I am.  Behold, You have 

made my days as handbreadths, and my lifetime as nothing in Your sight; 

surely every man at his best is a mere breath.  Surely every man walks 

about as a phantom; surely they make an uproar for nothing; he amasses 

riches and does not know who will gather them” (39:4-6).   

(iii)  And James, trying to awaken his readers to the same truth, writes, “You 

are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away” 

(4:14).   

(iv)  No matter how long you might live, it’s still a very short time.   

(v)  Death is inevitable.   

 

4.  Why does it matter?  It’s because of what comes after death.   

a.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “It is appointed for men to die once and 

after this comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27).   

b.  Paul writes, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad.  Therefore, knowing the fear of the 

Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:10-11).   

c.  Once you die, it’s too late to do anything about the future of your soul.   

(i)  It’s too late to repent.   

(ii)  It’s too late to trust in Jesus and have your sins washed away.   

(iii)  It’s too late to store up treasures in heaven by serving Him faithfully in 

this life.   

(iv)  If you don’t use your time in this life to get right with God through Jesus 

Christ, you will spend an eternity agonizing in hell because of your sins.   

 

5.  Death in inevitable; it’s the result of the Fall, of the sin of Adam.   

a.  Paul writes, “Through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Rom. 5:12).   

b.  We will all have to face it someday.   

c.  Are you ready?   

 

B.  Since this brief time is all you have to get ready, how should you use it?  You 

should use it as wisely as possible.   

1.  Time is the most valuable thing you possess.   

a.  You only have so much and no more.   

b.  You don’t know how much you have.   

c.  And once it’s gone there’s nothing you can do to get it back.   

d.  When you add to this, that what you do with your time determines how you 

will fare in eternity, you can see how important it is that you use your time 

well.   

 

2.  The rich man in Jesus’ parable used his time to gain wealth.   

a.  That’s not altogether bad – all of us need money to live.   

b.  But it becomes a problem when you begin to love it too much.   
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(i)  Whatever you live for, whatever has hold of your heart, is your god.   

(a)  You can tell what that is by what you think about the most, what you 

spend time with the most, what you pursue the most.   

(b)  If that thing – whatever it is – is anything besides God, then you are 

guilty of idolatry.   

(c)  If that is the case with you, then you will not enter heaven.  Paul 

writes, “For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure 

person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and God” (Eph. 5:5).   

 

(ii)  God is a jealous god – He will not take second place, especially when He 

certainly deserves first.   

(a)  You must let go of these things in your heart, or they will destroy you.   

(b)  Jesus says, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 

other.  You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matt. 6:24).   

(c)  You cannot serve God and anything else that competes with Him.   

 

3.  Rather than using your time running after things that will ruin you, use it instead 

to be rich towards God.   

a.  Get your priorities straight; focus on the things that really matter.   

(i)  The world and the things of this world are going to perish one day with it.   

(ii)  But the things of the Lord and heaven will endure forever.   

 

b.  So first, make sure that you are right towards God.   

(i)  That you have turned from your sins.   

(ii)  And that you are trusting Jesus and His obedience alone to save you.   

 

c.  Then use your time, your energy, and all your resources to serve Him.   

(i)  He promises to bless you in this life for everything you do for Him.   

(ii)  He also promises to give you a reward in heaven that you will be able to 

keep forever.  Jesus says, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19-21).   

(iii)  If you are rich toward God, rather than rich towards yourself, you will 

be ready when your time runs out.  Solomon writes, “Riches do not profit 

in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death” (Proverbs 

11:4).   

 

4.  How much time do you have left in which to do this?   

a.  There’s no way you can really know.   

(i)  You might have fifty years.   

(ii)  Or you might have fifty minutes.   
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b.  The only thing you can be sure of is that your time will run out.   

(i)  When it does, make sure you’re not standing in the shoes of the rich man.   

(ii)  Make sure you are in Jesus Christ.   

(iii)  Make sure you are in Him now.   

(iv)  Don’t be deceived into thinking that this is something you can put off 

until later – there might not be a later.   

(v)  Turn from your sins now; look to Him now in faith, and be safe.  Amen.   
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